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PREFACE 


OF STRUGGLE THE PLACE WE LIVE 
IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS AND 
PS CAN BE CHALLENGING AND 
INTEGRATE OUR 
DEVOTIONAL LIVES WITH OUR SURVIVAL? HOW 
HEART OF HEARTS AND 
MAINTAIN THE QUALITY OF OUR INNER LIFE 
WHILST SUCCESSFULLY INTEGRATING IT WITH 


IN THIS AGE 
IN AND OUR 


TO SEEK THE KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED FOR ALL 

OF THIS? NOT TO SPEAK OF CONTINUING 

MOTIVATION TO SEEK PURIFICATION OF OUR 

SoS MANO CRIES OUT 

BO Ne ORIN NOT TOUCHED 
BY THESE LETTERS OF INSTRUCTION. 


THE PATH OF GRACE, AS DOES ANY OTHER 
IDARDS OF 
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INSTRUCTION ACCESSIBLE AND ENJOYABLE To 
THOSE NOT ABLE TO READ THE ORIGINAL TEXT. 
AND THAT IT WILL ANSWER THOSE QUESTIONS 
THAT MOST PERTURB THE HEART. 

THIS LITERATURE MAY BE AROUND 400 
YEARS OLD BUT IT CAN BECOME THE PRESENT 
DAY DEVOTEES’ DEAREST FRIEND AND ADVISOR, 
AND IT CERTAINLY CLEANS OUT THE CORNERS 
OF THE MIND WITH ITS PERCEPTIVE AND DEEPLY 
PURIFYING WORDS. SRI HARIRAYJI (1591TO 1716 
‘ADJ ISSRI VALLABHACHARYAJIS GREAT-GRAND- 
SON, A PROLIFIC WRITER AND VERY INFLU- 
ENTIAL PERSONALITY IN THE HISTORY OF THIS 
PUSTI MARAGA. HE WAS BORN IN SRI GOKUL 
AND WAS LATER BASED AT KHIMNOR, NOT FAR 
FROM SRI NATHADVARA. HE HAS WRITTEN 
MANY TEXTS OF INSTRUCTION FOR VAISHNAVAS, 
THIS PRESENT ONE BEING PROBABLY THE MOST 
WIDELY KNOWN AND REFERENCED. 


>. 


BACKGROUND 


The Sanskrit texts herein are the compositions of Sri 
Harirayji. The commentaries are the work of hisyounger 
brother Sri Gopesvarji. At one time when Sri Harirayji 
was travelling and Sri Gopesvarji was at home serving 
the Lord Sri Harirayji had a premonition that Sri 
Gopesvarjis wife, who was very: dedicated to the service 
of their Lord, would be leaving the world to enter the 
eternal realm quite soon. He knew that his younger 
be very distressed and decided to send 

‘of instruction so that he would be able 


his heart on the Lord. 
letters containing 
Puranas and the 

ed the letters 
athout opening 
sending him 
‘im but that 

d he didn’t 
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Teasoning that even if his brother read just one of th 
letters then all of his grief would be dissipated, So Me 
wrote no more new letters. 3 
Not long after this Sri Gopesvarjis wile left her body 
and he became overwhelmed with Sorrow and did not 
eat for 3 days despite the efforts of all his associates to 
persuade him.He mourned”now Iam alone how will] 
manage to continue to serve the Lord, I should just go 
and live in some forest” 
There was one man, Harijivandas, in Sri Harirayjis 
employ to whom Sri Gopesvarji had been very kind 
He went to visit Sri Gopesvarji and implored him to 
pull himself together, butall in vain. Then Harijivandas 
said to him” If Sri Harirayji were at home you would 
listen to his advice” and then asked him if his brother 
had written him any letters at all. Sri Gopesvarji told 
him about all the letters he had stored in the drawer, 
saying that no more letters had come forabout ten days, 
Harijivandas then retrieved all the 41 letters from the 
drawer and said to Sri Gopesvarji” O, Sir, please now 
read at least one of these letters. Sri Gopesvayji pi 
upone of the letters; by the Lords design it wasthe very 
first one. He read it and at once all of his grief left him. 
The love for the Lord in his heart began’ He 


from his brother had chased away his sorrow. St 


Gopesvarji then read all 41 of theletters, Then he calle 
Harijivandas to his side and said’Now Imust write 
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then bathed and ate and his whole family as wellas the 
Vaishnavas were relieved. 

Then he sat down with Harijivandas and, immersed 
in the mood of love for the Lord, bowed down to Sri 
Acharyaji, Sri Gusainji and Sri Harirayji and began to 
write the commentaries for the 41 Shikshapatras. 


‘A note on the format of this book 
of translations; 


There are 41 letters of instruction contained herein.The 
texts are all by Sri Harirayji and the ‘tikas’ 
[commentaries] by Sti Gopisvaraji. Each letter is 
presented as follows:~ 


A] chapter title from the Indore publication 

B todos brief introduction to the contents of the 
C] index of the salient points contained in that letter 
D) translation of the introduction 

E} translation of the verses 

F translation of the tikas 


‘The original devnagari script has A 
is easily available. Seabee tacit nc 
‘There is very brief glossary at the end, with a few 


‘of the most salient words used 
traced ao ir toes Reese a 


LETTER : 1 - [24 Verses] 


“THE DUTIES OF A VAISHNAVA” 


into the Vaishnava world 

e Lord and teaches us the 
in our service and every 
In the 21" , 22™ and 

at devotee are listed. 

evant today as when 

m the deepest heartfelt 

e the Lord and live 
dignity and finesse. 

s of wealth and 


aji Mahaprabhujis 


INDEX 


ANXIETY, WORLDLY AND RELIGIOUS 
ANYASRAYA [taking shelter elsewhere] 
ASHTAYAM SEVA [8 periods of daily service] 
ATTITUDE WHILST IN SERVICE 
ATTITUDE WHEN NOT DIRECTLY SERVING 
CONTROL OF SPEECH 
CORRECT USE OF HOME 
DIVINE, LAWFUL AND UNGODLY SOULS 
EXPECTATIONS 
ENGAGEMENT IN SERVICE 
FAMILY AND MARRIAGE 
FINESSE IN SERVICE 
FOCUSING HEART AND MIND 
FUNCTION OF GURU 
HUMILITY 
KNOWLEDGE/DEVOTION 
LINKING WORLDLY LIFE TO SERVICE 
MOOD OF SEPARATION 
NINE QUALITIES OF A DEVOTEE 
OFFERING EVERYTHING TO THE LORD 


PERFECTION OF ACTIVITY 


REWARD 
SRI MAHAPRABHUJI AS SRI KRISHNAS FACE 
SUTAKA 

UNION AND SEPARATION 

WEALTH 

YYEARNING FOR SRI KRISHNA 


1/7/13/14/17 
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Verses 1/2 3 
otee who is free of egotism, possessiveness 

eat intent, always anxious to improve ii 
cation to the Lords name,ohose heart yearns ie te 
sight of their Lord Sri Krishna, who performs cir 
worldly and scriptural obligations without expecting 
any specific result and whose speech is held under con- 
trol to the point where they only speak when absolutely 
necessary, should contemplate sequentially all Sri 
Krishnas pastimes [1 and 2] 


Tika 


Understand that Sri Krishnas Form is pure Bliss; if you 
g0 to see Him with your mind full of all your worldly 
and scriptural conflicts and affairs and filled with 
anxiety, He will see your face and assume indifference 
towards you. Therefore never allow your mind to be 
troubled if your worldly situation is not perfect.Regard 
worldly and scriptural matters as less important.Be of 
contented mind only when your service of the Lord and 
all related matters are successful.Be discontented only 
when you fail in your divine service. This is the way of 
the Path of Grace. 

Follow the example of the way in which the Gopis, 
the Devotees of Vraja, serve Him; 

When Sri Krishna goes to the forest to graze the 
cows they sing songs of separation from Him-the 
Gopigita, the Venugita and the Yugalgita [SB 10th 
canto,Song of the Gopis, Song of the flute, Song in Pairs 
of Verses]. Thereafter Sri Krishna returns home in order 


to grant them happiness, and they blissfully see and 
meet Him. 
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This is exactly the character of Service in the Path 
© ce. At the time when you are directly serving Him 
you are able to see and meet Him. At other times when 
you are not practically engaged in serving Him, you 
‘should feel separation from all things related to Him, 
Contemplate His Lotus Face. When you see Him you 
should eagerly behold Him, knowing Him to be the 
‘Supreme Personality and the ultimate reward. Only 
afterwards should you engage in worldly, scriptural and 
household duties. Perform such duties only in order to 
avoid criticism and to complete your religious duties 
without any attachment to such activities. Your heart 
should be exclusively absorbed into Sri Krishna. You 
‘will not see Him if you harbour conflict. So, never go 
tosee Him with a heart full of conflict, but go joyfully. 
If you are affected by the rules of sutaka [a period of 
restrictions placed upon the relatives of a person who 
dies} and therefore may not serve in the temple, then 
perform that service mentally [1] 

Keep your speech under control. Do not speak 
‘excessively but only enough to fulfil your purpose. The 
best principle is only ever to k regarding ones 
Service to the Lord. Worldly, scriptural and household 
ditties cannot be completed without some speech, so 
‘speak only as necessary. When your tongue is under 
contro! you will not harbour the fault of criticising 
‘others If you talk too much the principles of devotion 
tannot establish firmly in your heart. They can, in fact, 
Teave through the overactive tongue. This is a subtle 
mile ofthis Path of Devotion. A lot can be perfected when 
the speech is controlled, The mind has a habit of 
. here and there. So , gradually bring it to focus 
“on the Lords limitless pastimes. The mind can move 


w 
sshiksha Patra 


the wind, despite countless efforts to 
n " 


much faster 12" fore, simply focus it upon the Lords 


tame it. So, there! 


TS a inciples of the Path of Grace, 
“out Cet and thereby bring to 
goneemplete shes astimes, especially the Lords 
Boe ay (en aamiastornll Annakut[mountain 
SET Hori {spring festival of colours] and Hindora 
ing festival] : : 
is contemplate the Lords daily Toutine 
pastimes! In the moming He wakes up in His father 
Nandarayjis home,or within His Beloved Sri Svaminijis 
forest bower, Vraja devotees bemoan not having been 
able to meet Him that night, He takes a morning repast, 
His mother waves the auspicious lights around Him, 
He gets dressed up and goes out with the cows and 
cowherd boys. He sits ina cradle and swings, takes His 
midday meal , awakes from His afternoon nap and eats 
fruits offered to Him in the forest, He returns home in 
the evening with the cows, takes His evi 
and then takes rest. These are 
are also pastimes 


ening repast, 
His daily pastimes, There 
according to the calendar and seasons. 
After He has taken rest one should, with 
pure mind, ponder upon His pastimes of the Great 
Circle Dance, Annoyance in love and sporting in the 
waters of the Sri Yamunaji river. One should meditate 
on Sti Vallabhacaryaji and his lineage and upon the 


Purpose of Sri Krishnas manifestations and for whom 
He appears. 


a very 


One should endeavour to unde 
significance of the differe 
adornme! 


rstand the inner 
nt foodstuff Preparations , 
nts and clothes etc that are offered to Him. 
Think of these things over and over again until your 
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heart absorbs and really feels them. When you regularly 
contemplate the Lords pastimes in this way your mind 
and heart will become absorbed into them. Cultivate 
this kind of meditation at all times. There are two types 
of ways of experiencing and expressing this loving 
absorption into the Lord; one is superior and one is 
intermediate. 

The superior way is to first bathe and clean 
everything, then joyfully approach your gurulspiritual 
teacher]. Having offered service to him/her you then 
enter the temple together with them and serve the Lord 
in whichever way they instruct you, and with humility. 
In this way your service to the Bliss-filled Lord does 
not cause Him any botheration and He soon becomes 
very pleased . 

The intermediate way is to invite and install the 
Lord into your heart. The Lord is most merciful and 
graceful, but be careful not to trouble Him in any way; 


that would not be appropziate in the Path of Grace. Itis 
in these ways that you should serve the Lord. [1/2] 


Verses 3/4 
Practically engage your whole being, both physically 
and mentally, in making such service, keeping your con- 
sciousness inextricably linked in. All your bodily ac- 
tions should protect whatever is useful in His service. 
Have affection towards your wife and children etc just 
so that they are also favourable for such service [3/4] 


Tika 
Serve your Lord by yourself, do not have the service 
done by someone else. If ever your bodily condition 
does not allow you to be practically engaged in serving 
the Lord and this begins to bring Him discomfort, then 
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allow someone else to help you. The person who helps 

ou should be an initiate in the Path of Grace or a 
Carter of your family who humbly accepts the rules 
and guidelines of this service. Never allow a non- 
Vaishnava{someone not devoted to the ideals of service] 
to serve your Lord. In fact, just serve as much asis atall 
possible and don’t take a substitute for this. Don’t be 
lazy or engage in worldly affairs When you are 
physically serving the Lord your body mind and senses 
are all directly in front of Him and should not deviate 

in any way from this close relationship to Him, 
Therefore your actual practical service to the Lord must 
be made with total regularity. Keep a discipline of only 

dealing with your worldly activities like eating ete when 

you have completed your usual regular service, 

A devotees most important duty in life is to serve 
the Lord and you should feel the same affection and 
attachment to it as you do for eating and drinking 
regularly. To always serve the Lord in this way is the 
highest way for his true servant. Your thoughts should 
then run thus” how can I live without serving my Lord 
2” Thus the mind is made to understand. When it 
wanders from place to place on the worldly and 
scriptural planes you control it and bring itback tothe 
Lords service. You must harness the mind in this way 
otherwise it gets involved in worldly and scriptural 
matters and your service and your faith in your service 
both get compromised. Do not speak about matters 
unrelated to your Lords service. When you speak of 
worldly matters too much your mouth becomes foul 
and the loving exchanges you would normally feel 
whilst making your service will be reduced. Never 
speak falsehoods. And never act falsely or act in an 


st 
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‘unworthy way.Do not allow worldly and scriptural 
affairs to interrupt you period of service. If you leave 
your service to the Lord to do unrelated and unworthy 
activities which may not reach completion you will get 
absorbed into that worldly concept.So, keep your mind, 
speech and actions away from those realms and just 
focus on your service to the Lord. 

‘There are many physical, worldly and scriptural 
duties to which we must attend. Whilst we are present 


in the material world, if we do not attend to these we 


will be scorned and our service to the Lord will be 


compromised. Therefore do these worldly and 
scriptural obligations merely as a show for worldly 
peopleand do them without attachmentonly when you 
have completed your service to your Beloved Sri 
Krishna. Within this Way one should offer to Him such 
cloth and foodstuffs as are worthy of His acceptance. 


is] 

Perform all your activities so as to safe guard all 
the ingredients of the Lords service and your 
involvement in it. When a Vaishnava devotee serves in 
this way the Lord will surely reveal Himself to them. 
If your partner is helpful in your service to the Lord 
then it will flourish. Love your partner for the sake of 
such service and never for the fulfilment of base desires. 

‘There isan example of this; Lord Shiva had a wife 
named Sati. 

AgainstShivas advice she assumed the form of Sri 
Ramacandras wife Janaki in order to test Him. Shiva 
was a great devotee of Lord Rama so when he heard of 

; iis wifes actions he renounced her.She then went to her 
father Dakshas sacrificial arena and cremated herslf in 
the fire.She was later born as Parvati in a Himalayan 


ities, but 

erformed endless austere se 

pe ae leased with her- Then 5 me 

eee oat ised him to accep! —— 
: a oe ati and brought her ho’ 

te rried Parv' ie = 


ap| 
hae i ut the Lor 
we Be ick = should therefore not 


cor worldly 
of serving 
id thus live in the world in 
e to thrive (3/4) 


Sas es their partner merely 


|. A devotee shoul: 
aa Tows their servic! 


Verse 5 P 
In the same way that one should dispose oheee ae 
unfavourable in the Lords service one should ai Ea of 
ones partner if they oppose it, One should not cove! 
wealth but if you have it use it wisely as an asset just 
to improve ones service to the Lord. Protect it only as 
such an asset favourable to the Lords service, [5] 


Tika 

Renounce your spouse if he or she presents an 
obstruction to your service to the Lord and do not 
maintain affection for them. In fact, anything that is not 
related to the Lord should be renounced.If your spouse 
has not made connection to the Lord you should help 
them to relate their mind and heart to the Lords love. 
In thi s Path of Grace only a person who has surrendered 
to initiation from a descendant of Sri Vallabhacarya and 
arabe Ee appropriate rules of 
fae been initiated but do ret eee the cee 
so allow them only to do th oe oS of 
Reece your sae io the outer acts and if they 

service renounce them immediately. 


; 
Shiksha Patra 


Donot be attached to wealth and do not be tainted 
desire for it; ultimately dont make huge efforts to 
eam and then protect it. This is a very wicked Age of 
gle in which an embodied soul very quickly loses 
devotional fortitude, If you dont protect your wealth 
it will soon disappear which will make you impatient, 
‘weak and sad which is not appropriate - 

Don't protect your wealth for the sake of your own 
happiness. Recognize it to be the Lords property and 
protect it for His service aloneIf your heart is totally 
renounced you will not want to be guarding wealth but 
if your hearts renunciation is not total, guard it for the 
sake of the Lords service and use it to observe 
celebrations and other activities within this Path of 

Devotion If you do not use your wealth in the Lords 
Service but only in mundane matters or if your mind 
becomes very attached to it and so does not facilitate 
the celebration of festivals or donation to your spiritual 
“jis lineage or helping fellow devotees 
then your nature will become aspiritual and ungodly. 
Therefore, keeping your mind detached guard your 
wealth for the sake of serving the Lord and your 
spiritual teacher. When a devotee develops such 
wisdom in their way of life then love for the Lord soon 
establishes itself in their heart. [5] 


Verse 6 


Your consciousness should be that you are marrying 
and performing other seemingly worldly activities for 
the sake of serving the Lord. Associate with other devo- 
tees of the Lord in order to hear and speak of the pas- 
times of Sri Krishna Who is more Beloved than even 


life itself. [6] 
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ie to use ones 
i jot to . 
e the teaching was ™ 
in eee aie atters. But how can one perform 


ith for worldly ™ 
eiege or other necessary 


z 2 . 
eS Se ed that such matters as ones 


Her it is explain 4 matters as ones 
marriage or ones childrens’ marriage should 


considered in terms of how they relate to aA 
Lord and seen as opportunities to bring ad 3 ; ; 
members into His service so that it can flourish. Ta! e 
the Lords permission for such acts and spend only as 
much as is absolutely necessary, thus developing your 
attitude and activities as the Lords servant. 

Have the association of accomplished devotees but 
never selfishly for a worldly or scriptural purpose, Such 
association is solely for the purpose of hearing and 
recounting your Beloved Lords pastimes. So, make a 
point of having their association without any other 
ambition or need for self promotion. Any activity on 
the devotional plane must beselfless and humble; know 
this to be your correct and righteous Path [6] 


worldly matters without 


Verse 7 


[In your personal temple space within the house], When 
you are not directly engaged in serving the Lord you 
should experience the devotional mood of separation 
from Himf[as did the Gopis, expressed in the Song of the 
Flute, Venugita and their Song in pairs of verses, 
Yugalgita etclYou should know that the Sri Krishna 
whom you serve ts actually Sri Krishna Himself; 
Knowing this you will directly experience the Supreme 


Lord close to you, Until you have this experience cherish 
h th herish 
devotional senti 


seruicel(7] ment and keep the appropriate rules of 


OO 


Tika 
n you are directly serving the Lord you will be 
riencing the blissful mood of togetherness with 
Him. When you are offering Him foodstuffs and 
‘garments you should try to understand the deeper 
meaning of this. When you have completed your daily 
service or take an interval therein you should then be 
jencing the mood of separation from Him. Just like 
the Gopis of Vrindavan in their Gopigita and Venugita 
in which they ponder” Where would the Lord be now? 
How is He playing right now with His Beloved 
devotees?” when you recall His pastimes in this way 
you may become agitated and think “O, Tam very 
impure and foolish and that is why He doesn’t stay with 
me”Sri Gusainji has written this verse on this subject: 
“My heart, speech, body and actions are all impure, 
myshortcomings are innumerable and I cannot fathom 
them.” 
Analysis of this verse;- 
*My mind and heart are impure, as are my speech, 
i actions, knowledge, worship-in fact lam totally impure. 
Dhave no purity so my offences must be innumerable.” 
‘You should feel separation from the Lord with this 
Kind of humility. When it is time to enter into His 
service, quickly bathe and enter the temple area k 
appropriate rules of cleanliness. Have the bliss o! 
His Form and His Love-Formed Face and Body. At this 
moment all the sadness of separation falls away. So, 
have His sight in a loving mood. Remember how the 
) Gopis would go to Sri Nandababajis house to catch a 
glimpse of their Beloved Lord. With the Grace of those 
pore will also be filled with loving sentiment for 


verse 8 


Form of your Lord wi 
i geo any necessary pra' 
es use your body in the sane way, 
# ience of the Lord who is full 


e experience 
re Jove alone. [8] 


th your heart full of 
ctice for which you 
and only for Him. 
of Love alone is 


Tika 
When you have the sight of the Lord with oe ae 
described above then your eyes and indeed all you 
senses are satisfied. When you then bathe and make 
your service all your senses are employed in ioe 
After completeing the “Mangal “ servicelwaking 
Him in the early morning and serving Him breakfast 
etc] you should bathe Him and dress Him according to 
the season. Whilst thus serving Him touch Him with 
pure love. When your heart is pure emulate the ways 
of service of the Gopis themselves; early morning these 
ladies of Vraja all come from their homes to Sri 
Nandarayjis house bringing clothes, jewellery and toys. 
They bathe Sri Krishna and then dress and adorn Him. 
If your heart is not pure enough to serve in the 
mood of a Gopi then respectfully regard Him as a 
mighty king and as the Lord of Lords with fear of 
making mistakes when serving and thus being 
punished. 
In the cold weather warm your hani 
touching Him because His body is so ke Beta 
giving heartfelt consideration to His comfort you will 
ike such subtle moods within your oi 
relationship to Him. Serve Him thus from the mo 
awakening to rest time at night with all vedio 
actions becoming filled with tov pairs 
ing purpose. Every last 
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ticle that vuse in your service should be res; 
5 ee hi the Lords presence . Nothing be 
ne without this deep devotional sentiment When 
you make your service and at the same time experience 
‘the Lord in: ing and everyone then you will know 
the Bliss of his divine Form . [8] 
Verses 9/10 
the heart is very impure it is not possible for Sri 
Krishna to enter there, The Lords Form is extremely pure, 
He grants His devotees the experience of this Form ac- 
to their accumulated wealth of spiritual prac- 
tice. which purifies the devotees heart for Him to enter 
therein. [9/10] 
Tika 
Inthe Lords service ones heart and senses must be very 
pureand never absorbed in worldly or sensual thought. 
The fluctuations of happiness and sadness on the 
material plane should never be in your mind. The 
temporary pleasures and pains of the worldly and 
scriptural realms you share with those related to you 
‘only on this level; the sadness of separation from and 
the joy of union with the Lord are on an eternal and 
pure spiritual level related to Him alone. His Form is 
pure so never attribute worldly qualities to 
Him. His whole Body-hands, feet, mouth, elly etc are 
formed of pure bliss. And this can be experienced when 
the heart is pure and is without lust,anger, pride, and 
‘envy. Sri Krishna is the remover of all sorrow and the 
of Bliss. 
This is theSni Krishna whom you should establish 
‘nd experience in your heart, knowing all His spiritual 
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qualities. Pull your mind back away foe ae 
places and just keep it fixed on His Lotus She 
this way and the Lord will soon grant you 
experience [9] . 

Prin this world there are both divinely oriented and 
ungodly beings! Within the godly category thereare 2 
divisions-Lawful and Grace-filled, Thus we have a 
threefold creation-Grace-filled, lawful and ungodly. 
Their differences should be known in order that we 
may be free from the ignorance that causes mundane 
joys and afflictions. 

| will first describe the Lords service and the wealth 
of spiritual practice as mentioned above. When your 
body is employed in serving Him, that isa divine soul. 
An ungodly soul is too lazy to serve and only serves 
Him if someone else is doing so and is also obstructed 
by disease and other complications. When a godly soul 
serves the Lord they experience His Form but when an 
ungodly soul tries to make service their mind isall over 

worldly matters and so they never experience His Bliss 
Form. 

If your spouse, children and other family members. 
help you in your service to the Lord then know them to 
be divinely oriented . If they oppose you they are 
ungodly. Know those who engage themselves readily 
in righteous activities to be’ lawful’, 

Wealth used in the Lords service is divine. If used 
for donations, sacrifices, fire worship and rites for the 
deceased it is lawful.lf wealth is used for merely 
mundane purposes or to swindle and punish others, 
know this to be demonical and ungodly. Know all 
articles used in the Lords service to be pure. All other 

items are impure. Your heart should hold dear those 
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things alone that are related to your service to the Lord, 
The Lord Himself can and will then enter such a heart 
and grant the experience of His Bliss. Therefore, re- 
nounce all things unrelated to your Lords service. Serve 
always by keeping articles such as food offerings and 
cloths etc close to your heart because they are related to 


His service. [10] 
Verse 11 


When the Lord is pleased by a devotees humility He 
them a divine body; a body capable of serving 
‘Him. He then enters that body and grants them divine 


experience. [11] 
Tika 

Even if one performs service to the Lord as described 
above the Lord will not be satisfied with that service if 
it is not done with humility. Therefore, always be most 
humble in your service, by which Sri Thakurji will be 
pleased... Because He is the Lord of Lords replete with 
‘all the six Divine Qualities and has no need for anything, 
the only way to please Him is through Love and 
Humility. A great Devotee has written 

“The most Beloved Lord is attainable only through 
Love Qualitiessuch as beauty, virtue and good conduct 
do not please Him as much. You may be of noble birth, 
actions and character and have read all the scriptures. 
But, says Govindadas, without Love for the Lord even 
your eloquent tongue is just dancing!” 

Therefore the Lord will accept those offerings made 
with Loveand Humility. Just as Padmanabhdasji made 
all his offerings only of chick peas and the Lord accepted 
them readily! When the embodied sou! becomes truly 


——— OO — 
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humble then the Lord is satisfied and blesses that Soul. 
He enters their heart after blessing them with a super 
spiritual body with which they can serve ees 
Then the Lord who embodies all Love grants them b 
vision of His Form.Then all the world pie e 
relationship to His pastimes. There remains no 

any living eine and this is the perfect reward of the 
Path of Grace. [11] 


Verse 12 


So, following the above teachings and keeping your 
consciousness constantly aware of this eternal and in- 
destructible reward, serve the Lord with enthusiasm 
and respect. [12] 


Tika 


When you thus at all times keep your consiousness 
connected to the Supreme Lord who constitutes the 
Highest spiritual reward, then your heart and mind will 
never be connected to anything else. When your remem- 
brance of the Blessed One is not constant then other 
connections can arise and your intelligence can become 
ungodly. So, as taught above, contemplate the Lord 
with humility and burning enthusiasmServe with 
respect! Never do it for show or status. These are the 
core duties of a devotee of the Path of Grace. Serve asa 
humble servant knowing such service to be the highest 
reward. Always be full of respect—never think” O, I 
cant make my service today, I’ Il do it tomorrow” Quite 
the opposite, do it regularly knowing that your body is 
Not permanent and renouncing all bodily and sensual 
enjoyment. This is the highest principle, (12] 
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Verse 13 


— 
Inthis Path of Graceunprecedented and very special,the 
method of Sri Krishnas service is twofold-in the mood 
of union and also of separation.The Gopis first of all 

‘enced the closeness of His Bliss Form and then 
] He disappeared. As described in the 4th verse of the 3rd 
chapter of the 5 chapters of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
recounting SriKrishnas pastimes with the Gopis, they 

to sing His praises, and then, as if crazed, began 
to search for Him from place to place in the forest.They 
then began to imitate His pastimes.This is how the ex- 

of these two aspects of service in The Path of 

Grace have been explained,so you should serve with this 
type of attitude and application. 13] 


Tika 


‘Therefore, base your service on these two aspects, of 
union and separation. First, enjoy the joy of union with 
yourLord through serving Him directly as He stands 
before you.In the times between the periods of direct 
service contemplate His pastimes over and over and 

the mood of separation from Him.The Gopis 
Jeft their homes to join their Beloved Lord and thus 
enjoyed His company.When He disappeared He let 
them suffer the pangs of separation from Him. This is 
because you need to have experienced the Bliss of being 
with Him before you can know the pain of separation 
from Him. On a mundane level,if you obtain some 
‘wealth and then lose it you become upset.If you have 
never had any wealth you would never suffer its loss.So, 
the Gopis tasted the nectar of His company first and 
@fterwards missed Him sadly when He withdrew. He 
then reappeared and played with the Gopis in the 
waters and the lands of Vrindavan.So this is exactly 
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» way of service in the Path of Grace. When a 
abe devotee is directly serving the Loni 
should sing songs of the Bliss of His compara ff 
there is a rest period within the service they ea 
keenly sing songs recounting, the pain of separation from 
the Lordflike the Gopis’ Song of the Flute, Song in Pairs 
of verses and the Gopis'Song] This kind of indirect 
service is the perfection of the act of service and when 
done encompassing these two mood, will only increase 
your love for the Lord. This will be explained in the 
next verse [13] 


Verse 14 


When the type of devotion described in the verse above 
develops into heartfelt sentiment of separation from the 


Beloved then this is the absolute reward of the Path of 
Grace.. [14] 


Tika 

When the twofold devotion in union and separation 
as described above has been firmly established in ones 
heart then Sri Krishna grants the reward of the superior 
mood of devotion. This is the highest and incomparable 
fruit of the Path of Grace. When this reward is granted 
through Sri Vallabhacaryaji, know this to be the per- 
fection of all rewards. Because, in the mood of 
separation, you see everything as the Lord Himself and 
even when you are directly serving the Lord and are 
feeling union with Him you will simultaneously be 
experiencing separation from Him, A single seconds 
interruption from His sight can render you crazy in 
separation, wondering why the Lord has left you and 
gone elsewhere. You become distressed as you 
remember how the Lord goes out to the Vrindavan 
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ae day and worry about His bare tender fee, 

1 Salat fhe of the day as He goes to graze i 

cows. You hope He will not go off to Dvaraka ang 
wonder how you could live without Him. This is how 
the fears and feelings of separation arise even durin, 
periods of union. When all types of worldly connections 
and the desire to enjoy them just fall away then know 
this to be the state of devotion in pure love. This is the 
foremost elixir of life. [14] 
Verse 15 

If you ever have a desire for reward then contemplate 
the Beloved Lords Lotus face in your heart knowing it 
to be the ultimate reward. For Sri Krishnas Bliss Form 
can be experienced through loving devotion and This is 
the fruit of this Path. [15] 


Tika 
thas been explained that as you go on serving the Lord 
and singing His praises you gradually attain the 


supreme reward of the mood of separation from 
Him.Some may ask " But separation is always painful 
so how can that be the perfect reward?” Here the 
principle is that, yes, this separation IS the supreme 
reward and brings more joy than billions of other 
pleasures. This sentiment is known to the Gopis alone 
and not even to Brahma, Siva or other divinities. 

If you serve the Lord with even a tiny expectation 
of worldly orreligious reward then you will never attain 
the reward of the Path of Grace. Keep this desire for 
reward in your mind “O, when will I see Sri Krishnas 
Lotus Face?” Also know that Sri Krishnas lotus Face 
has manifested as Sri Mahaprabhuji so you should also 
desire to see him. 
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ving your Lord you see His Lotus 
Wheels need this you should know ary 
Bae whe rt of hearts to be the highest reward. 
dee late His moon-like Face in times of separation 
egtie and when you are not directly engaged in 
ei pine for Him in the mood of separation;thus 
the reward of pure separation will be perfected-Then 
you will see His moon-like Face even s 
sublime separation is the supreme fruitSti Krishna is 
the highest essential reward of the Gopis’ love.Knowing 
all this serve and remember Him. [15] 


Verse 16 


These teachings are not related to the Path of 
Knowledge. Here, knowledge is not just that of pure 
consciousness. The revealed scriptures[the Srutis and 


the Smritis] describethe Supreme Person as replete with 
truth, consciousness and bliss. [16] 


Tika 

This Sri Krishna replete with blissful Jove can only be 
experienced by those with uncompromised and ex- 
clusive devotion to Him. Some may say that the path of 
knowledge is highly placed in the ancient scriptures and 
leads to the attainment of the Lord, so why promote 
the Path of Devotion? The Principle here is that a person 
of knowledge who follows a non-dualistic path medi- 
tates on the Lords effulgence.The 
connection to the Bliss of His Form, 
of knowledge cannot perceive this Blissform, but only 
the impersonal absolute which is all pervading like fire- 
and finally merges into that formlessness.They never 
attain the taste of the nectar of loving devotion.Therefore 
you should never reveal this Form toa practicioner of 


y never have any 
A person on the path 


ee 
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the impersonal path of knowledge. Sri Krishna is full of 
Love, He is true existence, consciousness and Bliss. An 
embodied soul has true existence and consciousness but 
lacks bliss. But Sri Krishna is the highest Form of Bliss. 
Itisstated in the: Srimad Bhagavat Gita that Sri Krishna 
is the supreme person. He is famous inall the revealed 
scriptures. Therefore know Sri Krishna alone to be the 
highest Form of the Lord. Those who worship Brahma, 
Shiva and others follow the path of lawful limitations. 


Only Sri Krishna is totally independent. [16] 
Verse 17 


In the first condition[state of union with the Lord]the 


reward is Sri Krishna. The subsequent condition[state 
of separation from Sri Krishna Jis its own reward. The 


means to achieve the reward and the reward itself are 
one. Sri Vallabhacarya is the Grace-filled Lotus face of 


this same Lord. [17] 
Tika 


You may ask why one should not expect a reward 
serving Sri Krishna. The principle of the Vedas is that 
ail actions have a reaction and that fruitless action is 
‘considered worthless. The answer is that, once an 
embodied soul has been joined to the Lord through the 
Grace of Sri Vallabhacarya, they begin to serve the Lord. 
That service is the means to achieve Sri Krishna and is 
Sri Krishna Himself. 

When that service is perfected then that is also Sri 
Krishna. So, in this Path the reward is in the practice, 
whilst in the lawful Vedic path the practice and the 
reward are separate. When the reward is attained the 
practice is abandoned. In the Path of Grace both the 


for 
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practice and the reward are the service of Sri Krishna.So, 
When will you attain Sri Krishna? ee. 

When Sri Vallabhacarya who is Sri Kris! aa a 
Face bestows his full blessings poe embodies ° ; 
and they surrender to the principles of the be of 
Grace,they develop an interest in serving Sri Kris se 
Without Sri Vallabhacaryas blessings an embodied sou! 
would not take shelter in this Path or progress upon it. 
Thisis certain. The next verse explains how Sri Vallabha- 
caryajis Grace arises. [17] 


Verse 18 
You should surrender at all times your mind, speech 
and actions to Him alone. An accomplished devotee 


feels a close relationship to him and disconnection from 
anything unrelated to him. [18] 


Tika 

iow I will tell you how to attain Sri Acharyajis 
blessings. Surrender to his lotus feet with your mind, 
Speech and actions.Then he will be pleased with your 
unalloyed devotion. If your surrender to him is not 
heartfelt then a billion practice 
because they will be destroyed through connection to 
other false concepts. Sri Gusainji wrote in his Sri 
“Vignapti ” treatise—’Even a whiff of taking spiritual 
shelter elsewhere is equal to decapitation”. 

In the well known story of Sri Damodardas 
Sambharvare his wife took shelter elsewhere and their 
son was born with a barbaric character, In the Path of 
Devotion straying and Placing ones faith and loyalties 
elsewhere is a huge obstacle, 

Even if you are capable of only a very little practice 
it will be successful if you have totally and exclusively 
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s will not bring any result 
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surrendered to Sti Vallabhacharyajis principles. 4 
devotees most important Path is firm and total dedj- 


cation. 7 
How will you recognize when your shelter in Srj 
Acharyaji is perfected? When , like the accomplished 
devotees who were close to him and totally dedicated 
to him from the heart, as in the accounts of the 84 
Vaishnavas and the 8 poet singers etc., he becomes 
pleased and grants you divine experience. Keep the 
association of such devotees whose mind , actions and 


speech are exclusively dedicated to Sri Acharyaji. Know 
that he lives in their hearts because of their constant 
surrender to him. Therefore these accomplished devo- 
tees and Sri Acharyaji are of a single essence. If sparks 
fly out of a fire theirnature is still fire; devotees are part 
and parcel of the Lords Form If you see them as separate 
and different you will never achieve the fruit of the Path 
‘of Grace for Sri Vallabhacharyaji will not be pleased. 

In the account of Sri Ramananda he told his wife 
to”quickly go and fetch some cow dung before the 
Vaishnavas take it” Sri Vallabhacharya thereafter 
vehemently renounced Ramananda who was then 
estranged from Sri Acharyaji for many lifetimes. So, you 
should not regard Sri Acharyaji and his accomplished 
followers as separate and different. [18] 


Verse 19 
Keep the same sentiment for Sri Vallabhacharyajis fol- 
lowers as for him himself. A man desirous of a woman 
always respects his lovers confidential messenger be- 
cause she will facilitate his desire, so you should deeply 
respect Sri Acharyajis accomplished devotees. [1 19] 
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se with a 
complished devotees Ww “ 
undane attitude. If they are Pe g ie re 
Vallabhacharyaji be, and then he will s! ce phic 
blessings. A worldly example is that whena ; pe ise 
wants to call upon a woman he has to te . Lica 
confidante to be pleased to call her so that his desi - 
will be fulfilled. If the confidante is not pleased he wil 
not be satisfied. He does whatever it takes to keep that 
messenger happy. A lot of affection is given to the 
messenger who facilitates his desires. In this way, if an 
embodied soul meets the Lord they will be perfected, 
but the Lord cannot be attained without the association 
of His accomplished devotee.Such devotees please the 
Lord, so you should regard the Lord and His closest 
followers as equal. (19] 


Never regard these ac 


Verse 20 


When, in the same way that you employ your home and 
wealth in the service of Sri Krishna, you serve those 
devotees, then the Lord will be pleased. [20] 


Tika 
Know that your attitude to those accomplished devo- 
tees is appropriate when you serve them in the same 
way as you do the Lord, lovingly offering up your 
wealth and home along with your mind, speech and 
actions. Then the Lord becomes pleased. [20] 


Verses 21 to 23 
There is no doubt that the Lord will be pleased with 
you if you please His accomplished and close devotees 
-Now I will enumerate the qualities of these devotees. 
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) 
tal and unerring faith in and loyalty 
to Sri Vallabhacharyaji s lotus feet [21] They devote 
Ives with unwavering loyalty and are always 
satisfied thereby. They are not lusty orgreedy and have 
no desires or preferences. They are detached, having no 
ther than the Lords Lotus Feet, 


attachment to anything 0 
Lords creation and creatures and 


They have to 


They love all of the 
work to their benefit [22] 

They are devoid of jealousy and respect the Lords 
service and praises to the highest degree. If you meet 


such a devotee their association is a very special re- 


ward [23] 
Tika 


Ithasalready been explained that you should offer your 
‘wealth and home to a great devotee in the same way as 
you would offer it to Sri Krishna. it may be asked”The 
Lords service is very necessary and should be done but 
what does one achieve by serving His devotee ?” The 
answer here is that when you serve an accomplished 
devotee they are pleased and satisfied. If an accom- 
plished devotee is not satisfied then neither is the Lord. 
Always make efforts to satisfy a great devotee in order 
to satisfy the Lord. 

One may ask “I understand one should serve the 
devotees but what if they ask you to do something really 
difficult and you cant do it so they are not satisfies 

It is like trying to serve a child prince who asks 
you todo impossible things which you cannot and then 
the child is unhappy. However, the king still knows that 
you have tried to serve his child in so many ways to the 
best of your ability and so the king is happy with you 
anyway. Following this example, keep a pure heart 


and 


‘Shiksha Patra — 
serve the devotees as much as you can and if they are’ 


still not pleased don’t worry because the Lord will bet! 
Now hear the qualities of the type of devotee you 
sould serve. . 
That devotee will be one who is ; 
1] Dependent on Sri Acharyajis lotus feet and who 


has taken shelter exclusively in him in this world and 
the next. This is the one with whom you should associate 
and from this you will gain complete surrender to Sri 
Acharyaji. . z. 

2] Who is always satisfied just through serving Sri 
Krishna and would never dream of worshiping any 
other god or goddess. 

Upon them Sri Krishna showers His blessings. 

3] Who craves for nothing. For them the three 
worlds,heaven and liberation seem futile. 

4] Within whom there is no tinge of worldly 
lust anger jealously desires or greed. An accomplished 
devotee has no craving for wealth even though in this 
Age of struggle everything hinges on wealth and people 
sell their religion for it. 

5] Who serves the Lord with absolutely no ex- 
pectation of reciprocation or of worldly or scriptural 
reward or pandering to any king or wealthy person. 

| 6] Whose mind is free of attachment, not even for 
spouse, children, home or casual friends, or anything 
else in this mundane sphere.. They do not demand 
anything for themselves. They know that Sri Krishna 


pertects everything and that their only duty is to serve 
Him. 


7] Who works towards the be 
creatures, never thinks 
| blessings to all in mind, s 


nefit of all living 
bad of anybody, and extends 
peech and actions. [you should 
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associate with and 
devi 


others’ progress] 
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serve this type of accomplished 


otee] 
8] Who totally avoids jealousylinability to tolerate 
When other devotees adopt even a 


little of these principles they are happy and praise and 
thank them. They do not consider their own worth 
thinking themselves to be very righteous, but rather 
fumbly consider themselves to be doing nothing. 

49) They serve Lord Krishna with deep respectand 
listen respectfully to the stories of His pastimes. For, 
when one serves the Lord all ones senses are fixed on 
Him alone. When one hears of His pastimes one 


becomes interested in serving. Therefore one should 


listen to such stories with great respect, and then serve 
respect-fully. You must regularly associate with great 


devotees having the above nine quali 


ities and whose 


mind is most pure, andserve them, listen to and 


contemplate what they teach you, have 


faith in thisand 


act upon it. This type of behaviour in a devotee pleases 
Sri Valabhacharyaji-who will then grant you great 


blessings. [21 to 23] 


Verse 24 


Sri Vallabhacaryaji and his accomplished devotees have 
made the merciful Lord Krishna their own. Those devo- 
tees who have this purity of sentiment, Sri Acharyaji 
graces, and thus all their actions are perfected. [24] 


Tika 


All the above-mentioned activities must be performed 


with a pure heart and sentiment—listening * 
Krishnas pastimesserving Him, serving your 


and the devotees. You must have 2 


0 Sri 
teacher 


pure attitude 


towards the Lords pastimes and the paraphernalia for 
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is service. When an accomplish devotee i pleased 
ith you, S° 51] the Lord be- The question ™ ight aris 
me would be very difficult to maintat tyle of 
pehaviour in ths Ag of Struggle whenever one single 
such quality is difficult to attain and s' hes 
The principle here is # Si Vallabhachary@)" has 
manifested in this Age of struggle purely grace am 
uplift such em" died souls thru this superior Path of 
e the whole of this righteous path 
in a single 


Grace. With his grac' 
its ways can manifest within you 
Anembodied soul is impure by its very nature 

It-but it becomes 


moment. 
very difficul 
follow his 


and so all of this can be 
easy when Sri Acharyaji graces youand you 
teachings intently. Therefore, establish his lotus feet in 


your mind and heart. Surrendering to and taking refuge 
in him definitely accomplishes everything , fOF he then 
grants the highest reward of this Path of Grace. [24] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 1 


LETTER : 2 - [20 Verses] 


“EXPERIENCING THE LORDS FORM” 


Translators introduction~ 


This 2” letter isa very detailed description of the Lords 

Appearance, ornamentation, personality and pastimes 
| in Vraja and His interactions with His devotees. It also 

explains how this most love-filled Form ofthe Lord can 
reside in the devotees home and be served there by the 
grace of Sti Mahaprabhuji. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In this 2™ Letter of instruction Sri Harirayji explains Be 
highest stage of “Nirodha”, that is, when the heart . 

mind are exclusively confined to the Lords onan 
| plation. When an embodied soul fills their heart wit 
the teachings within the first letter, Sri Acharyaji will 
certainly bless them with the understanding that in this 

Path of Grace Sri Krishna Himself is the Bliss-filled 
| reward. Now Sri Harirayji, through this second letter, 
shows how Sri Krishna can be brought to reside in the 
heart as the experience of His Form arises. 


Verse 1 
[18 verses of description of the Lords Form now fol- 
low) 
Srikrishna, most beautiful, sits on Yashodas lap .His 


hair is tied into a braid. A string of pearls and swing- 
ing curly locks adorn His forehead. [1] 


Tika 
This Form of SriKrishna sitting on His mother Yashodas 
lap is a pure manifestation of divine love and bliss. The 
Sri Krishna who appeared in Mathura as Vasudeyjis son 
is not manifested solely to perform divi 
pastimes, but appeared to fulfil many divin 
such as removing the burdens of the earth 
liberation. Sri Krishnas form in Yashodas house 
appeared solely to shower bliss on His Vraja devotees, 
the Gopis, and it is this latter Form of Divine Bliss who 
is the recipient of loving service in Sri Vallabhacharyajis 
Path of Grace. Within that there are two types; 
kalpa [timespan of the four ages, 
and kali], there is a Dvarpayu; 


ine loving 
@ purposes 
and granting 


in every 
satya, dvapara, treta 
ga when Nanda and 
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Yashoda appear and then Sri Thakurji [Sri Krishna] 
ap rs.However, this is not the Sri Krishna, though 
sitting on ‘Yashodas lap, who is worshipped in the Path 
of Grace. These appearances of the Lord in various 
kalpas are partial manifestations, but in the Sarasya 
Kalpa the Lord Himself appears to fulfil the boon given 
to the Vedic verses and it is this SriKrishna who jg 
worshipped in the Path of Grace. Sri Gusainji stated” 
know this Sri Krishna to be the highest essence” Any 
‘other manifestation is not the Lord Himself. Sri Yashoda 
very lovingly cradles this Sri Krishna in her lap; He Who 
is the cause and origin of all pastimes and creation. She 
cherishes Him and is thus filled with bliss, just as 
described in Sri Gusainji’s “Mangalamangalam” verses. 
She holds this auspicious Form in her lap and thus she 
also becomes auspicious. This Form alone is to be 
meditated upon. Sitting herson on her lap Sri Yashodaji 
strokes His lovely curly hair and ties tinto a braid, feeds 
Him with various tasty foodstuffs and plays with Him 
‘with assorted toys, The devoted Kumarika gopis living 
inherhouse, Sri Chandravaliji and Sri Svaminijiall come 
totie His braid, treating Him asa beloved infant. When 
Sri Krishna behaves like a mischievious child Sri 
Yashodaji calls Sri Svaminiji, Vrshabhanu’s daughter, 
tositnext to Him and then she braids both of their hair. 
These many moods of love have been revealed by the 
graceof Sri Mahaprabhu Sri Vallabhacharyaji. The string 
‘of pearls braided into His hair looks beautiful, like drops 
of water resting on the petals of a blue lotus, or like 
Stars shining near a blue moon. When His hair blows 
gently in the cool, soft and fragrant breeze it appea’s 
incredibly beautiful like lines and lines of bees which, 
attracted to the nectar of His lotus face, come to taste its 
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i tiny snakes 
tness. Some strands of hair appear as n 
ontlis Bion like face. This is how we should ee 
contemplate His head to toe beauty in our hearts. 


Verse2 

i ifies His forehead from its cen- 
A string of pearls beautifies His fore! mn 
tre to Hiscars. Itis also adorned with a beautiful musk 
tilak, [2] 


Tika 

This string of pearls tied from His forehead to His ears 
looks as lovely as two lines of ducks emerging from a 
dark rain-filled cloud. Sri Thakurji embodies this mood 
of adornment from His loving devotees, so, whilst this 
musk tilak naturally always beautifies His forehead, it 
is the expression of Sri Chandravalijis loving relation- 
ship with Him. A golden jewel is placed there by Sri 
Swaminiji of golden body with Her love. In this way all 
His ornaments hold inner meanings. [2] 


Verse3 


His cheeks are decorated with saffron designs and their 
beauty is enhanced by His dangling earrings. [3] 

Tika 
Both His cheeks appear most lovely with their lotus- 
Petal designs drawn in saffron, sandal and musk. They 
are drawn as the symbol of Sri Svamnijis hearts desire, 
for the lotus -petal design i ed in the ceremony of 


| marriage. So She expresses this desire by making these 
designs with saffron which has the colour of Her own 
divine body, thus making it known t 


hat His marriage 
isto Heralone. Furthermore, when Si 


t ri Yashodaji is busy 
with her household chores she seats : 


Sri Thakur in Sri 
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Svaminijis lap, who then takes Him toa secluded Place 
and implores Him thus;” Thave been suffering the pain 
of separation from You fora very long time, now please 
remove that anguish.”Then Sri Thakurji assumes Hj, 
youthful form and satisfies Her every desire. At thi, 
time Sri Svaminiji enacts Her marriage to Him by the 
drawing of these designs with Her own fair hands, 
asking Him to eternally grant Her such happiness. 
There isa verse” My son Kanhaiya isa bridegroom 
in the daytime “In this way, having played many 
intimate pastimes with Him, Sri Svaminiji cradles Srj 
‘Thakurjiin Her arms and takes Him back to Sri Yashoda 
saying, “Your son is most mischievious, never settles 
orstaysstill and asks why? all the time, so I have amused 
Himwith play and am now bringing Him back to you", 
Then Sri Yashodaji is very pleased with Sri 
Svaminiji, takes Sri Thakurji from Her back into her lap 
and prays humbly to the creator ” Please make sure my 
Son marries this daughter of Sri Vrshabhanuji.’ She 
Showers Sri Svaminiji with gifts and sweets. So this is 
Why Sri Krishna’ cheeks are thus decorated. He also 
Wears earring in both ears-they dangle and look most 
beautiful. Sometimes they are in the shape ofa crocodile 
and sometimes of a peacock. The crocodile-shaped 
Garrings embody the devotional sentiments of the 
unmarried Gopis for Sri Krishna while the peacock 
earrings embody those of the Gopis who have married 
Worldly men but only adore Sri Krishna. These devotees 
allstand before Him looking at the way those earrings 
shine on His cheeks defeating the beauty of millions of 
Supids and making even a sapphire seem dull. [3] 
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Verse 4 
in the centre of His chin. His eyes are 


nd shines t 
iaarated with koh! whilst a black dot is applied be- 


tween His eyebrows. [4] 
Tika 

‘The beautiful diamond jewel which brightly adoms His 
chin represents Sri Chandravaliji and is described in 
detail in the commentary on Sri Madhurastakam. When 
Sri Thakurji is tasting the nectar of Sri Svaminijis lips 
there arises an excess of this nectar and it flows down 
from Their lips to His chin. The kohl in Krishna's lotus- 
petal eyes isapplied in the mood of divine love, because 
His glance falls on devotees in all ten directions. Then 
the Vraja devotees are enchanted and forget their 
household duties. Those eyes are slanted and playful, 
tinged with red and always rolling, expressing many 
sentiments. As Sri Gusaiji has described in his 
‘Lalitatribhanga text;” through His eyes Sri Krishna 
bestows the taste of love on His devotees in all ten 
directions, everywhere. Sri Yashodaji has applied a 
black dot between His eyebrows to protect herSon from 
evil glances, and this dot looks so lovely that it steals 
the mind of all who see it. [4] 


Verse 5 
When He dribbles saliva one should know that this is 
really the nectar of His lips; through His pastimes asa 
child this nectar becomes easily attainable [5) 
Tika 
When nectar flows from Krishna's lips Sri Yashodaji 
thinks it is a child's dribbling so she kisses Him and 
tastes this lip-nectar granted to her through His child- 


sts 


Shiksha Patra 7 


inthe play of the Path of Grace there jg 
tasting this lip-nectar. Sri Krishna 
of accepting souls into His 
So, Sri Yashodaji, the elderly 
and Sti Nandarayji attain this lip-nectar? 
Gri Krishna dribbles like a child. He feeds 
th morsels of His meal that 

ne Vraja Gopis simply live 
nt. The lip-nectar 


totaste thal 

that flows when He plays 
and all that hear it, so thi 
devotion to Him alone. In # 
nectar of Krishna's lips is eas 
Svaminiji because Shi 
to take Him away to 


‘and noone thinks oth 
inthe mood of secret lov: 


ready to grant that taste of His love w! 
longings of all His devotees are satisfied. [5] 


Verse 6 


Sri Krishna likes to put His b 
Mouth, whereby He enlightens 
embarked upon the way of devotion as 
path and action. [6] 


ig toe into His Lotus- 
those souls who have 
to appropriate 


Tika 


Sri Thakur is lying in a lovely cradle and again and 
aoe His big toe into His mouth with both His 
ee peas thus “the mind of millions of 
ie bum don My feet-These devotees have beet 
Wastiiie tha ing separation from the experience of 
Pei. oe of My lips for a long long time, 

ig how that nectar would taste “The Lord is 
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unable obear this pain of the devotees and one 
His play as a child, secretly geet pi 
Moreover Sri Krishna also wonders; oleae < 
about my feet that all these devotees are be ipping 
them? I shall also experience that taste. And so, like an 
infant, He sucks His own toes. The Vraja devotees 
surround Him and the Lord invites them to enjoy Divine 
Play with Him through His sidelong glances. Sometimes 
He sucks His thumb wherby He absorbs into His Lotus 
Face those Gopis who left their bodies when they were 
unable to meet Him in the forest. Sometimes ina secret 
place they emerge from His face and He sports with 
them after which they are re-absorbed into him. To 
onlookers He just seems to be sucking His thumb. For 
Sti Svaminiji and some other Gopis this is a signal for 
them to join Him in play. In this way Sri Thakurji 
rewards everyone with the taste of His nectar according 
to their eligibility. [6] 


Verse 7 


Sri Krishnas neck is adorned with a fine line of pearls 
and an enchanting gold bead necklace, [7] 


Tika 
The line of pearls around Sri Krishnas neck looks so 
lovely, Beside them are a necklace of gold beads and 
one of precious stones. By wearing these Sri Krishna is 
telling His devotees that He always keeps them on His 
neck, tied to His own person The three types of necklace- 
pearl, gold and bejewelled represent all the various 


types of devotees, so the Lord lovingly ties them to 
Himself. (7] 


Shiksha Pat 


- Verse 8 

-Krishnas chest 15 rther beautified by a cu 
terol ant, a pearl necklace and another 
gold which hang down t0 His abdomen. [8] of 


Tika 

fant on Sti Krishnas chest is very 
‘i who makes Him wear it, 
©) lises many other of His 
pastimes Scratching with the 
nails is a part y of love. The tigers 
daw railsarenotstraight, the hearts of many 
of thedevotees Whom Sri 
‘own. By wearing i i 

“only my pose is 
<fes the devotees’ hearts and then ta 
‘own When Sri Krishnagoes to various devotees: 


muses there needs to be a guard; at that time the 
ich is related to Sri 


spiritual form of Sri Narsimbji whi 
Krishnasintimate pastimes appears. and guards the door 
so that Sri Krishna can sport fearlessly with them This 
iswhy thereisalion situated at each doorway which is 
related to these grace-filled pastimes; and this is why. 
SriKrishna wears the claw-pendant on Hi heart. Allof 
His jewellry is related in some way to thi Divine Play 
and Sri Thakurjl is very pleased to weit it. He 
immediately discards anything which is in direct 
eee) this Play. Acceptance into this Path of 
di Gar ey by the grace of these Vraja 
Ree rincs ; Sri Krishna wears the tiger” 
md ‘ci sah Lat it He wears a string Of pearls 
pold necklace Sa rs ind knotted with gold beads. The 
Sri Svaminiji, the pear! for Sri 


3”. He thus 
kes them into 


ae ee ee ee 
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Chandravaliji-He thus constantly keeps Them both in 
His heart. [8] 


Verse 9 


i jewelled bracelets 
is upper arms are adorned with bejewe brace 
fa is small hands with bangles tied with silken 
pompom threads. [9] 


Tika 

These bracelets that grace His upper arms are studded 
with nine types of gemstones most lovely-the lett arm 
in the mood of Sri Svaminiji and the right, of Sri 
Chandravaliji. Equally lovely are the delicate bangles 


on both His wrists which are threaded onto strands with 
silken pompoms at the ends, [9] 


Verse 10 
He wears rings studded with the finest gems on all ten 


fingers and His waist is further beautified by a belt of 
tiny bells knotted on silken thread. [10] 


Tika 

The superb bejeweled rings on His ten fingers represent 
the ten types of devotees. Krishna grants the highest 
happiness through the touch of His n; 


ails, using the 
finger which matches the 


devotional mood of that 
Particular devotee. The belt af little bells knotted onto 
silk that He wears around His waist makes beautifully 
Sweet sounds like those made in the 
and many other of the Lords. 
santly reminding the devotee 


Divine Rasa Dance 
pastimes, thereby plea- 
's of them all. [10] 


Shiksha 


jinas ankle bells enchants th 
m Sri Krishna is unclothed ang 
His ten moon-like toenails de. 
the moon itself. [11] 


Tika 
‘most beautiful anklets by the sound 
js are enchanted. When Sri Krishna 
ed infant the devotees can see all of 

4. Sri Krishna, who loves butter, shows 
‘child form. His ten toe nails shine so 
tthe brighiness of the moon itself is 
thus remove the darkness from the 
_Just one single toenail can destroy 

‘so what to speak of those devotees 
resideall fen toenail- moons? The light 
iis is brighter than that of the moon, 
image ora diamond. The moon- 
foot enlighten the devotees of the 

{those of His right foot enlighten those 
Tawful path. Thus has been described 
from head to toe. [11] 


Verse 12. 
upon seeing the reflection of His own 
nine childs body is covered in dust; 

of childish innocence. [12] 


‘Tika 

ofthe pastimes displayed by the Lord 
child, When He sees His ow? 

€ mirrored pillars in His ow" home 

Hatch it and when He cannot, He 


ee 
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iles. Sometimes He stares at His own reflection and 
ae ety at it. His whole body is covered in dust 
and appears most beautiful. Thus He plays in many 
ways like an ordinary child. But, by assuming the form 
of the Most Innocent He grants great happiness to the 
Vraja devotees. [12] 


Verse 13 


Although He appears to know nothing except this child- 
like play, He is actually a wise expert in all manner of 
pastimes. He is more beautiful than a million of cupids 
put together and removes the pride of those Gopis who 
express stubborn annoyance in love. [13] 


Tika 

To most people it appears that Krishna is just a child , 
very innocent and unaware of any other pastime. Mother 
Yashoda, Sri Nandarayji, Rohiniji and other elderly 
cowherd folk regard Him purely as a child, whereas 
His intimate Vraja devotees know that’ He 
in all pastimes’and, ‘So what if 
innocence to His mother?’ For His Form is so beautiful 
that it puts toshame millions of cupids, And this beauty 
removes Sri Svaminijis annoyance in love. Sri Krishnas 
unique and special way is that He grants simulta- 
neously the experience of all His pastimes. Sri Gusainji 
has described how Sri Krishna, whilst in His cradle, 
comforts and persuades Sri Svaminiji and also swings 


like a child for His mother. In this way He is known as 
4 transcendental child, the abode of all contradictory 
qualities. 13] 


is most adept 
He displays complete 


tte 
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Verse 14 
‘As for the Gopis feeling towards Him, He keeps y 
es ‘and also steals them away. He keeps their me 
ing place secret. He is the embodiment of Supreme ae 
and forever devoid of affliction. [14] 8 
Tika 

Sri Krishna has a very private and exclusive relationshj 
with Sri Svaminiji. He enters Her abode secretly to 
arrange their meetings and does not reveal these to the 
other Gopis. Sri Krishna enters the houses of all the 
Gopis very surrepticiously and begins to drink their 

hhourt, butter and other foodstuffs. 


milkand eat their yog! 
Ifa Gopi comes there at that time He arranges a secret 
meeting with her. Ifa cowherd lad comes, or His mother 


Yashodaji then He: ‘conceals those meetings and arranges 
to meet all of the devotees. By thus keeping these trysts 
hidden each devotee thinks that they alone will have 
such an encounter and happily contem plates this fact. 
When SxiSvaminijiissitfing surrounded by all the Gopis 
Sri Krishna signals to her to come to a special place to 
meet Him and does it in such a way that no other 
perceivesit. Then Sri Svaminiji finds an excuse tocome 
to that place where They play together in complete 
privacy. Sri Krishna is the Firm of Supreme Bliss and so 
isableto grant that bliss to His devotees—there is never 
a trace of worldly sadness. [14] 


Verse 15 
He cannot tolerate His bhaktas’ distress or trivial at- 
tractions:Heisan abode of compassion, displays CO” 
plete innocence and gives great importance to His devo- 
tees’ commands, (15] 


— 
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Tika 

istress caused by worldly 

ri Krishna sa Sits infatuation, pride and 
involvement aoaeoet who was the embodiment of 
jealousy. He by purged the devotees of this 
ignorance and thereby PUTEOT ble of ridding 
if _For the devotees were incapable: 4 
foolaanese f this ignorance, and so Sri Thakurji 
themselves of this 180° urpose and thereby 
jared in Vraja for this very purpose : 4 
diag them the bliss of His many pastime . He gave 
ee happiness and removed their sadness, for He is 
most benevolent and cannot tolerate sadness i is 
devotees. So, looking at His people, He assumes this 
form of total innocence. His reasoning is that if devotees 
regard Him as majestic they will lose their compassion 
and affection towards Him because they will think” He 
nourishes and supports the whole world, what can I 
possibly feed Him? Why would i need to offer Him 
ornaments, clothes and toys?” If one regards everything 
as belonging to Sri Thakurji then this affection dis 
appears, nand then Grace-filled devotion is not attained 
So Sri Thakurji plays as an innocent child who cries 
when hungry and stubbornly demands food from His 
mother in order to shower Grace upon His devotees. In 
this mood He can be satisfied by the merest offering 
whereas devotees would find it difficult to offer things 
paper the mood of magnificence prevails. Just as when 
ia Bali found it impossible to give the three paces of 
and demanded from him. So Sri Krishna grants great 
RRRGG oes devatecs through this innocent Form 
devotees-As sala ws Promise to His accepted Vraja 
in the Srimad Bhagavatam, some of 


those devot i 
andes ees posed. Him to fetch a stool, a cradle 


or 
for some butter, or they tell Him to 


_——e ss hl 


es as He is told!He does whatever 
makes those Vraja devotees happy. [15] 


Verse 16 


Sri Krishna is intent upon containing His devotees into 
His own reality by removing their false sense of the 
world, He assumes the role of a child and is amazing 
from moment to moment . [16] 
Tika 

The heart and mind of Sri Thakurjis intimate devotees 
js not attached to the worldly home, but to Him alone, 
So, Sri Krishna enters their home to steal from them. 
When He steals their milk, yoghourt and butter their 
mind becomes focused upon Him. They ponder thus; 
#65; Krishna will be coming here soon to steal , He will 
play His fluteand enchant our minds”. Thus they forget 
their husbands ,sons and relatives, for their relationship 
with all of these is material. Sri Krishna removed all of 
the devotees’ ignorance when He slew Putana. He is 
always intent upon their gaining one-pointed devotion 
to Him. For this same reason He made the inhabitants 
of Vraja forego their sacrifice to Indra and instead offer 
everything to Sri Giriraji, in which Form He Himself 
accepted all of their offerings. Through this pastime of 
His being present among them, their external senseS 
withdrew into His consciousness and through His 
pastime of being distant from them by going to the forest 
or another place, their mind and internal senses were 
also fully ensconsed in His consciousness alone AS 
described in the Raspanchadhyayi [the 5 chapters ofthe 
Srimad Bhagavatam which describe the Rasa lila 
pastimes], first of all He played His flute and thereby 
called the Gopistto leave their homes and come to Him: 
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dance and He do 
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He then sported with every part of ee oa thereby 
cleansing all their external senses. Then 1 ree 
and entered their ee yr a 
took up residence there. In vay. by. giving th 
devotees the experience of both union wil h ‘s 
separation from Him, He perfected the merging of He 
consciousness with His. By assuming the form o! 
innocent child and entering the devotees houses: He wag 
able to engage in many intimate pastimes with meat 
seeing the child their husbands and other fami ly 
members who were not enlightened to this Grace-filled 
relationship were not cast into any doubt about His 
intentions. In this way Sri Thakurji satisfied the heartfelt 
longing of each and every devotee; then, re-assuming: 
the form of a child, returned home. [16] 


Verse 17 


One moment He appears to be angry, the next He seems 
to be happy. He is satisfied with the smallest thing of- 
fered to Him by His devotee. He exclusively knows the 
innermost desire of His devotee’s heart. 117] 


Tika 
His pastimes as a child, He displays anger 
momentarily. If Sri Yashodaji becomes absorbed in her 
housework , He overturns the yoghourt storage pot and 
feeds solen butter to the monkey and then rolls on the 
ground. Whatever Sri Yashodaji does to calm Him 
down, He doesn’t listen He obstinately demands the 
moon or becomes very cross if thereis not enough butter 
with His meal. Then, at other times, He laughs and is 
verjoyed to receive little gifts, for example if Sri _ 
Nandarayji brings Hima toya flower orsome fruit. The 
Gopis also Present Him with some new Variety of 


In 
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; butter OF new small gifts—with these Sp 
a immensely satisfied. In return He is ae 
ready to fulfil these devotees” hearts desire. In fact, He 

nt upon knowing their heartfelt 


‘4 ively inte’ 

is exclusi he Tord appears asa child in Sri Yashodaj 
= home purely to grant Rappiness '0 the Gopiieoay 
the Grace-filled Path, the Lord is known to on the 
devotees’ will to the exclusion of all other knowledge. 


fi7] 

Verse 18 
Sri Krishna enjoys sectet and mysterious pastimes and 
He is the embodiment of the essence of the devotees’ 
private devotional moods. He behaves in contradic- 
tory ways and so should be ‘served very attentively. [18] 


Tika 
Sti Krishna is always intent upon sharing, intimate 
n the pastimes of the 


imes with His devotees. «AS 

Great Circle Dancelthe Rasalilal, in which Sri Krishna 
dances between every pair of Gopis at the same time; 
and in which there are eight Krishnas in a circle of 16 
Gopis. And for each and every devotee He makes: 
endless pastimes; the circle dance, annoyance in love, 
playing in water, playing with them in many varieties 
of secret bowers in the forest of Vrindavan Within the 
Gopis’ homes He plays asa child and then, asa youth, 
Hehasendless games associated with milking the cows 
in the cowpen. There is no limit to this ocean of pastimes, 
but He is especially attached to the intimate ones 
because there is no depicted mood-Krishna is thereit 
ees Loving Mood, so are the Gopis and so 
voli peithis dive mood in endless ways. Thus, 50 

gon the lap of Sri Yashodaji is replete wit 


or 
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the Divine Loving Mood. Therefore Sri Hararayji os 
written in his letters to Sri Gopeshvarji-service ioe i 
Lord must be performed with great care because ie 
contrary in both His ways and His deeds! One moment 
He is pleased, the next, angry. So, do not engage ons 
mind in worldly involvements but focus upon the Lord; 
be very careful to serve Him in such a way that He is 
not displeased. [18] 


Verse 19 


Sri Hari, Sri Krishna, the remover of all obstacles, te~ 
sides in your home through the grace of Sri 
Vallabhacharyaji. Cherish Him there in the same way 


as a yogi would carefully retain quicksilver in the palm 
of his hand. [19] 


Tika 


When this blessed Form of Sri Krishna, the beloved of 
the Gopis, resides in your own home, then it is by the 
grace of Sri Mahaprabhuji Sri Vallabhacharyaji, and not 
as a result of your loving devotional service or any other 
spiritual practice. How could we possibly deem 
ourselves worthy of serving this Lord who is the 
embodiment of the Gopis‘mood and sentiment 2 
However, this same Lord resides in our homes through 
the authority of Sri Vallabhacharyaji and one should 
remain constantly aware of this fa 
perceive the Lord through their meditations, and even 
after endless efforts in endless births are not able to see 
Him even in a dream; but , this same Lord personally 
resides in our own homes through Sri Mahaprabhu Sri 
Vallabhacaryaji’s grace. Remember this. always and serve 
Him carefully so that we never cause the Lord to be 
| unhappy because of our mistakes, {i9] 


ct. Yogis cannot 
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Verse 20 
ire not directly engaged in Sri Krishna’s sey. 
late upon Him. Complete absorption into 
comes when service is performed on 
and mind. [20] 


Tika 


Itis only proper that one should serve Sri Krishna , the 
embodiment of loving sentiment, who is seated on Srj 
Yashodajis lap, with ones mind totally absorbed into 
that service. When there is a pause from hands-on 
service one should similarly meditate on Sri Krishna in 
ones own heart, and always cherish love for Him, 
knowing this to be ones own true path. In this way one 
can perfect ones connection to the Lord. As in the 
example of the Gopis, whose consciousness was 
perfectly absorbed into the Lords divinity; they 
experienced the moods of both union and separation. 
Soin this way one should feel union with Him whilst 
directly serving Him and separation from Him in the 
intervals. Then seva will be truly heartfelt and ones 
whole consciousness will be absorbed into Him.. 

This?” Shikshapatra has 20 verses. Sri Mahaprabhu 
ji Sri "Vallabhacaryaji’ s book of teaching “Nirodha 
lakshan” [Bound by Sri Hari] also has 20 verses, and 
Sri Harirayji has composed this Shikshapatra, des- 
cribing how folllowers of this Path of Grace can truly 
petfect the absorption of their devotional sentiments 
into Sri Krishna, along this parallel theme. On this very 
Subject the 10th canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam is the 
Supreme revelation and Sri Harirayji has described all 
of this here. [20] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 2 


When you a 
vice, contemp! 
His divinity 
stantly with the heart 


LETTER : 3 - [16 Verses] 
“DESCRIPTION OF BAD ASSOCIATION” 


Translators introduction- 


The instructions herein are about protecting ones 
emotional relationship to ones Lord. When a devotee is 
directly serving their Lord and then contemplating Him 
constantly at all other times their mind and heart 
remains constantly with Him. But these sentiments must 
be protected at all times from the danger of worldly 


association or the influence of those who are not 
devotees 
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INTRODUCTION 


This third letter explains the obstructions that can arise 
in the devotees loving connection tothe Lord. You eae 
serve Him in the manner described in the previous ee 
and meditate upon Him in the periods between yor 

actual service, but then if you fall into bad company 
your connective path can be brought tumbling down in 
asinglesecond. Divine connection that has taken recy 
births to establish can be destroyed by a moments b 

association and so you must avoid such association 
especially in this day and age. This letter tells you how. 


Verse 1 


Your connection to Sri Krishna through devotional sen- 
timent is a treasure. So, renounce any concern about 
worldly opinion and protect that treasure from bad 
association just as you would keep water away from 
fire. [1] 


Tika 
You must protect your spiritual treasure once gained_ 
If a poor man receives wealth he must make efforts to 
protect it, or it will be stolen. By the grace of Sri 
Vallabhacharyaji you have received this treasure of love 
for the Lord and you must protect it from bad 
association. Bad association is of many kinds; worldly 
desires, those who follow an opposite path, involvement 
inthe worldly and scriptural duties of material relatives 
idistance your mind fromall of these and focus it upon 
the Lord. It may be asked’ if one isa householder, how 
can one avoid worldly and scriptural duty? " Here the 
teaching is; Serving the Lord is the natural and correct 
Tighteous way for followers of the Path of Grace and 


should be performed by one’s own choice and wit | 
mind full of love. Worldly and scriptural duties g the 
be done for the sake of it and without any desire 
fruition therefrom. In the period of service, do Not lea 
that service. Do not allow worldly matters to encroa 
upon your service. One example of this is in the sto 
of Sri Damodardasji Sambharvare. He was engaged in 
serving Sri Dwarakanathji and used to fetch the Tequired 
water himself. His father-in-law told him that his 
bringing the water was a matter of shame to the famih 
and that he should have it brought by the maidgervant, 
Damodardasji then asked his wife to accompany him 
to fetch the water. She was a divine soul and agreed to 
do so. They both went out to the well with their water 
pots. Whilstreturning they passed by the father-in-law’s 
house, who, on seeing them, prostrated himself at 
Damodardasjis feet and said “what i said was wrong, 
please dont make your wife fetch the water.” 
Damodardasji agreed. With this as an example , do not 
ever worry about what the world or society may think 
about your service to the Lord. Be it humble or great, 
do all service with full devotional love. Also, know what 
is bad association. Fully loving the Lord is like fire and 
bad association is like water which can extinguish divine 
sentiment. [1] 


Verse 2 
Loving devotionfor Sri Krishna is like a fire, as is good 
association, through which worldly thoughts and in 
volvements are obliterated just as fire can evaporate 
water contained in a pot. [2] 
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Tika 

e fond , good association is like 
pt ca ae eee eee by the addition 
ee del so devotion is empowered by good 
association. Devotions fire can be extinguished by the 
water of bad association, especially if there's only alittle 
of it. If one may ask “how is it possible to survive 
without some worldly involvement? ”, this answer is 
given; if you put the water of bad association into the 
vessel of good association then it would not be able to 
touch and destroy the loving divine sentiment. Because 
fire needs to have actual contact with water to be put 
out , a vessel containing water can be put on fire and 
still not extinguish it. Rather, the water wil evaporate, 
So , feed the fire of loving devotion the fuel of good 
association and keep the water of bad association 
contained ina vessel. Constantly remember and ponder 
on devotion to Sri Krishna in your heart and let the 
water in the vessel evaporate through this heat of love. 


Many great devotees have fallen from that status 
through bad association so always keep strictly away 
from it. [2] 


Verse3 


The world is said to be like water. When 


the world has dire 


Tika 
Bad and materialistic association in this world is like 
water; dont let it be anywhere near your devotional life 
without its being contained-then it cannot directly affect 
or destroy that fire of devotion. An example of this is 


ee ~@ 
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Jadabharata who had renounced everything ang 
to the forest to devote his life to God. There he one 
female deer who, whilst drinking water, heard if 
roaring of a lionand jumped to escape capture, Ag le 
did so, her unborn fawn fell from her womb into th 
.. tiver, Jadabharata took pity on the fawn and from this 
commenced his bad association. He gave up all Of his 
devotional practices and so from that moment of 
disassociated attachment spent-three lifetimes Sepa- 
rated from his true path, This is the extent to which bad 
association can be obstructive. Sri Nandarayji left 
serving his son to worship the godess Ambika. Sr 
Thakurji did not tolerate this and consequently the 
Sudarshan Serpent came there and swallowed up Sri 
Nandarayji. Sri Thakurji then released His father from 
the serpent’s grasp. Forming other relationships, 
attachments and coming under negative influences can 
adversely affect even strong devotees, so what to speak 
of those devotees who are just starting out on their 
Practices? Your loving sentiment to the Lord can be 
damaged by bad association so should always be 
protected from it. [3] 


Verse 4 
True devotees should always steer clear of false 
attachment. So, first of all, rid yourself of such attach- 
ments through good association; without it the attach- 
ments become difficult to eradicate. [4] 


Tika 
Always avoid the bad association of false attachment 
dont wait for it to occur before seeking good association 
because it can generate this attachment and 
detrimental to your loving devotion to the Lord. 
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jation and then 
irst seek good association d 
ain erat become an obstacle. Time pursues: 


ied beings; make devotion your priority. 
aera life draws to a close, time will not be an 


ul who thinks “1’ ll enjoy the world now 
sete Lord sometime later”gets devoured 
S time in a single second and the there is no time left 
Be follow the righteous path.Therefore, first of all 
dedicate yourself to good association and remem-brance 
of the Lord. If bad association approaches you then you 
will be protected by the strength of your pious 
association alone; it is definitely the only way to be safe_ 


[4] 


Verse 5 


In the absence of saintly people, reflect upon the divine 
mood gained through their association. Pay no heed to 
words that conflict with this saintly opinion [5] 


Tika 
It has been stated above that good association protects 
you from the effects of bad association. However the 
doubt may arise that good association occurs only for 
a short time whilst we then have to concern ourseves 
with worldly and scriptural obligations; so, how to 
avoid such bad assciation? This enquiry can be 
answered as follows; follow a regular routine of service 
to the Lord, rembrance of the Lord and as much good 
association as possible. At other times ponder upon 
what has been discussed, for example in the accounts 
of devotees’ lives, and bring that into relationship with 
your own spiritual life. Ponder; “Sri Acharyaji and Sri 
Gusainji have taught thus, and what am I doing?” 
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anything you do that confi « 
Pecochings and adopt that which has been tag 
If you apply ‘your mind to devotion in this way yoy 
will protect yourself from the effects of bad association 
“Have full faithin the words of great devotees and k; 
your mind in check by pondering upon them. Just asq 
. cow returns to the pen and chews the cud after eating 

from its grazing place, so, when you are in the 
company ofthe Lords devotees, hear what they have to 
say and, when alone, turn those words over in your, 
mind and heart and enjoy their taste. If you hear 
something contrary to the mood of good association 
upon it from the point of view of considering 
what is the correct path and what opposes it. Never 
yourself speak against such good association and never 
act in such a way that you could lose the chance for 
such association. [5] 

Verses 6/7 

Itwas from bad association that King Bharat took re- 
birth as a deer. Through Sri Acharyajis grace alone 
people overcome the impurities of this KaliyugalAge 
of struggle) Therefore always avoid bad association and 
if you cannot avoid it completely then remain silent{do 
xot participate]. [6/7] 


Tika 

You should always avoid bad association knowing that 
it has a negative influence and takes you far away from 
the Lord. Sri Mahaprabhuji has stated in his 
*Sanyasanimnaya” [Conclusions on Renunciation] '7°° 
tise; “when your body becomes full of desires due 1 
the effects of bad association then it is definitely 
tendered incapable of experiencing the Lord.” 


na ¢ 
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iation is a huge obstruction. In this 
Be See apeied beings are already, by their 
materi This age of Kali presents even more 
impure. é 
es See ie mind considers itself clever, 
area renounced and under control; but dont 
SR fa Who can say when the touch of bad asso- 
eee destroys eee peuendziton: wisdom and 
ina single second.‘ 
ar oe arlene that your mind, senses and body are 
impure through this influence of Kali, but that you are 
protected from this impurity through the brilliant 
energy of good association, and knowing that you can 
fall by just a touch of bad association which has removed 
the intelligence and righteousness of all living beings, 
STAY AWAY FROM IT. Only then can you begin to 
experience love of God. Here the question arises “Bad 
association is all around me and is very strong and 
unavoidable. It is at home, in the neighbours, at the 
workplace, and in the family. I have to have a home to 
survive, so how to avoid this mighty force?” 

Sri Harirayjis answers this question thus;- if you 
act with understanding and a proper plan you can avoid 
bad association by residing elsewhere. If you cannot 
thus completely avoid it then refrain from speech and 
mental involvement. Never teveal your innermost 
feelings or speak about your faith and mentally remove 
your self from that place. One should never reveal ones 
love of God before those who have no faith. Because 
your religious Practices and the Lord are of one essence; 
ifsomeone is attacking your faith they areattacking the 
Lord Himself. So, stay silent and keep your conscious- 
ness fixed on your Surrender to the Lord. In his” 
Vivekadhairyasraya ” [Wisdom , Perserverance and 
Refuge] treatise Sri Mahaprabhuji has written; ‘ In this 


hh 


os 
Who knows Sri Krishna to be the 
doer. a “reator 


Who never displays or Performs the: 
tl » 

activities to others for fame or money, gi Pitty 

Whose intrinsic nature is Z00dness, 

Who isnot deceitful, cunning lustful, a 

o an} 

or jealous. pai 

Follow that great Vaishnava when you 
qualities in their heart. [9] ope 


Verse 10 
Make a conscious decision to keep company with ac. 
complished devotees and not with the worldly and re. 
solve to keep the association of those who have taken 
birth in the enlightened lineage. [10] 


Tika 
Release all anxiety about worldly, socio-scriptural 
obligations, falsely situated relatives and home-based 
duties: Know the accomplished Vaishnavas of the Path 
of Grace to be your own people, for they have taken 
shelter of Sri Acharyajis lotus feet, as have you. These 
Vaishnavas are your true relatives and you should keep 
their company, not that of followers of other paths. All 
righteousness resides in the exalted birth of the direct 
descendants of Sri Vallabhacharyaji who exclusively 
Serve Sri Krishna and take shelter in Him, o, itis joe 
duty to associate purely with them in thought word os 
deed, 28 Welles with those accomplished devotees W! 4 
axe accepted into this Path of grace and who ee, a 
Keishnas name, have surrendered to Him, design ¢ 
life-nules around serving and loving Him. Satsang 6° 
‘@ssocoation, is thus described. [10] 
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Verse 11 


Make up your own mind to keep your focus on Sri 
Acharyajis feet. Then the intimate devotees achieve per- 
fection of purpose. [11] 


Tika 


Keep company with those whose mind is exclusively 
fixed upon Sri Acharyajis lotus feet and whose mind, 
speech, actions and intellect are also thus focused.In Sri 
Gokulnathjis commentary on the Sri Sarvottamstotra 
he has written that Sri Mahaprabhuji constantly resides 
in the heart of such rare devotees as Sri Padmanabhdasji 
and from their association all can be accomplished. Just 
as a dry cloth placed next to a wet one will soon also 
become wet, so by keeping company with an accomp- 
lished devotee one can oneself absorb these qualities. 


Such devotees are few and far between, In the absence 
of such an intimate devotee 
serve the Lord whilst intensel 
association; by Sri Achary; 
granted. Be humble, f 


company. Then, when they are 


your needs will be fulfille 
his “NaVaratna” [Nine j 
recall ones surrender to God in the 
accomplished devotee 
IS very necessary because by 


together you will realise the essence of the path in your 
heart. [11] ‘i v 


% Shiktha Paty 
Verse 12 


Those who directly oppose the Path and the Dey, 
and find fault with them are to be considered as Hone 
devotees [12] 

Tika 
How does one know who is and who is nota devotee? 
And what are their qualities? 

Sri Acharyaji founded the Path of Grace and Sq 
Gusainji illuminated it. Therefore we bow to Sy 
Acharyaji as the founder and to Sri Gusainji as the 
illuminator. If anyone behaves in a manner contrary to 
the Path of Grace they are regarded as a non-devotee 
[not a Vaishnava] and one who does adhere to the 
teachings is known as a devotee [Vaishnava] The actions 
ofa pure being will be pure. 

There are three types of beings[embodied souls}in 
this world and Sri Acharyaji has described them in his 
”Pustipravahamaryada Bheda” [The Paths of Grace, 
Mundane Flow and Lawful Limitations] treatise; "The 
Blessed Lord created the Path of Mundane Flow with 
His mere wish, with His mind. With His speech He 
created the Path of Lawful Limitation and without a 
doubt ,from His Bliss Form came the Path of Grace.” 

So, those beings created from Sri Thakurjis mere 
whim areknownas PravahiSristi, or those on the Path 
of Worldly Flow-their mind will never adhere toa godly 
path and they always act unrighteously. 

Those+eings created from Sri Thakurjis voice are 
known as Maryada sristi or those on the Path of Lawful 
Limitation-they are always occupied in the cor 
practice of Vedic [scriptural] teachings. 


q 
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beings created from Sri Thakurjis own 
Blisehul Form eae as Pushti Sristi or those on the 
Path of Grace and they directly serve the Lord. " 
Thus are explained the three types of embodied 
souls and from this it is deduced that those who follow 
the Path Of Mundane flow are full of impurities and 
behave unrighteously and are not Vaishnavas [12] 


Verse 13 
You should never consider Sri Krishna, Sri Acharyaji, 


Sri Gusainji or indeed anything connected to the Lords 
pastimes as worldly or material. [13] 


: Tika 

Here Sri Hariraiji teaches those on the Path of Grace the 
correct attitude of heart which should be constantly 
nurtured. You should never confuse items connected 
to the Lords realm with m 
whole God-awareness will be destroyed. Sri Krishna, 
Sti Acharyaji, Sti Gusainji, the Vraja devotees and all 
Provisions for the Lords pastimes are to be considered 
sacred. Sri Krishna Himself, the embodiment of all 
divine sentiments, who sits on His mother Yahodas lap, 
is beautiful in every limb and the ultimate wealth of the 
Vraja devotees’ lives appears as Sri Acharyajilthe form 
of sacred fire] to uplift His own divine souls by showing 
them this sacred path. Sri Acharyajis second form is hig 
son Sri Gusainji, who then illuminates this Path. When 
Sri Krishna appears in this world everything and 
everyone connected to His Pastimes is sacred ;- Sri 
Nandarayji, Sri Yashodaji etc. who are immersed in the 
mood of His childhood Pastimes; His friends the 
‘© are immersed in the mood of His 
All the Gopis the cowherd maidens, 


aterial items or else your 


companionship; 


ee 
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- Gri Svaminiji Herself and Sri Yamunaji who e: 
} ae ae in His love; The Sri Giriraj moun 
trees, birds, animals, earth, shrubs creepers, her b 
bowers, His ornaments and garments are all ceoetia 
Similarly the modes of Divine Service in this Pa 
as taught by Sri Acharyaji and Sri Gusainji,the festa | 
of the yearly calendar, the routines of daily services 
the foodstuffs, ornaments, cloth, throne and the plage 
where it rests, the backdrop, the temple with its 
courtyard and gate, place for the swing, kitchen ang _ 
areas for making paan, flower garlands and Preparing 
vegetables, the storehouse, hallway, servants, singer, 
manager and every single person or item related to the 
service are to be recognized as belonging to the spiritual 
world and therefore worthy of respect. It is an offence 
tosee them as material objects. In this mood Vaishnava 
devotees serve the Lord; but none of this should be 
revealed, as will be discussed in the next verse. [13] 


Verse 14 
Keep what I have revealed here deeply fixed in your 
heart and consciousness, You may speak of it to those 
on this same path but to no other for nowadays most 
people have turned their face from God. [14] 
Tika 

If you go back to previous statements that all worship 
paraphernalia is sacred, these questions may arise/- 6 
this your own policy or did it come from a book? Of; 
did you hear it from someone? In answer to these 
questions Sri Harirayji advises his younger brother and 
other followers of this Path -’I have heard this frommy 
Breat predecessors, Sri Gokulnathji and Sri Kalyanraiji 
etc. who had all experienced this subtle mood. Als0 9" 
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bhuji had expressed all of this in His 
eerie his works also Sri Gusainji di : 
the items associated with Sri Krishna’s service as : as 
So] am recounting this to you out of great affection for 
en Keep these principles established in your } 
never regard any of this as worldly and never 
these sentiments to anyone. You should however meet 
with those people who are on this path and who have 


unshakable faith in Sri Acharyaji and Sri Gusaijis lotus 
feet and contemplate their sanctity. Such sentiments 
should never be discussi 


ed with those with a worldly 
attitude. 


You may-ask;if the 
explain to them ?” 
verse . [14] 


'y dont understand why not 
This question is answered in the next 


Verse 15 

your path to non-believers for it is a big 
‘an swiftly destroy all your dharma. 5] 
Tika 

your sacred practices to others, only to 
dedicated followers of the Path of Grace, otherwise your 
belief can dwindle.Ifyou are forced to speak then speak 
of knowledge and renunciation and not of the sacred 
Ways of service, If you reveal the belief in your heart 
then it can Spill out, thus expelling the Lord.So, do not 
“xpose your innermost divine relationship ;-thereisone 


Particular main fault common toall embodied soulsand 


is to have a material attitude 
this one fa, 


Do not reveal 
mistake and i 


Do not expose 
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ings as part of Sti Krishnas pastimes; thi. 
incapable of wordly, ‘tmaterial-based actions, p's 
repeat that this mistaking of the sacred for ™aterig) 
huge impurity and renders void divine senti; 84 
‘Therefore dwell in the Path of Grace in this Manner nt 
by Sri Acharyajis grace you will begin tohavea hearts 
vision of the Divine and experience the Bligg Of Sy 
Krishna's Form [15] a 


Verse 16 
What [have written has come naturally and is impar. 


tial. If it suits you, focus upon it with love, [16] 
Tika 

Completing the third letter to his brother, Sri Harirayji 
states-"I have not written this exclusively for you my 
brother because of my relatonship with you or out of 
selfishness, but simply to make you happy. Sri 
Mahaprabhuijis treasured Form resides in in your home 
and you will experience this when all the paraphernalia 
forthe Lord's service can be seen as sacred. If it pleases 
you, focus in your heart on all of my above teachings 
end don’t reveal them to anyone. This Path emanates 
from Sri Acharyaji Mahaprabhuji and is replete with 
Divine Sentiment and is therefore to be kept concealed 
within your soul. | am sure you will find the love in 
Yourheart and develop these divine emotions.” [16] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER3 


LETTER : 4 - [30 Verses] 


“KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORDS FORM” 


Translators introduction- 


This letter explains in fine detail Sri Krishnas divine 
attributes and His Vraja pastimes but most especially 
his seemingly contradictory qualities and thus the 
essence of this Path of Grace. Thus it hel 
understand when His actions 


us to 
seem illogical. It 
recommends total surrender to His will and always 


keeping the company of devotees as a way to achieve 
this understanding. 
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INTRODUCTION 


is 4th Shiksha Patra describes moods 
eeoiltid on the Lord. We have already discussed 
how He will enter your heart when you exchange bad 
for good association, but Sri Krishna is the abode of 
contradictory qualities and you should Tecognize this 
Form—the description follows. 


Verse 1. 
The Lords Divine attributes are not related to anything 
material and are not separate from His Form. This has 


been described in the Srutis [Vedas ] and the Srimad 
Bhagavatam, [1] 


Tika 

The Lord Sri Krishnas attributes have been described 
at length in the Vedas and Srimad Bhagavatam and we 
should know these texts as the acceptable proofs. Those 
whose hearts do not recognize the teachings of these 
two texts as the truth are of an aspiritual nature and 
those whose hearts do embrace them are pure divine 
souls. The Srutis describe the Lords Form as non- 
material and divine. The difference between material 
and non-material in this context is that in the non- 
material realm there is only the single mood of Bliss 
Which is never tarnished by worldly or illusory qualities 
whereas the material realm is an effect of the ilh 


energy and is tainted by lust, anger, pride, envy, 
happiness and distr 


Shag 


ing Him, hearing His name or singi ' 
When all ones senses, mind and bod 


His pastimes. 
i Thakur} 


foes jj alone then know that the Lord te 
try blessed that devotee [1] 
Verse 2 


Heis the Creator as well as the form of all Forms, He js 

in the Vedas as the principle foundation, om. 
nipresent and yet comprising all contradictory quali. 
fies. [2] 

Tika 
The Vedas and the Srimad Bhagavatam describe Sri 
Krishna as non-manifest and yet the cause ofall action. 
In fact Sri Thakuyji can manifest in whichever form He 
wishes in order to please His devotee. There is a well 
known example of this in Srimad Bhagavatam. When, 
Hiranykashyap was torturing Prahlad the Lord became 
Sri Narsimha, half man, half lion, and slew Hiranya- 
Kashyap. Sri Yashodaji loves the Lord as her child and 
0 He becomes her child and swings in the cradle for 
her. The Vraja devotees desire Sri Krishna as their 
husband and so He liberated their minds by granting 
them love. All these pastimes occur simultaneously 
because Sri Krishna is the basis, root and foundation of 
everything and everyone. He is the abode of all powers 
and ean do, not do or do otherwise. He is all 
pervading —everything consists of Sri Krishna's essence 
-and He is also separate and self-subsistent. Thisis the 
mad of “the abode of all contradictory qualities 
a everything but also completely separate: 
pon special Form is thus described in the 
;, Puranas and Srimad Bhagavatam. [2] 


sri Krishnas 

il the 

al attributes as well as 

A close per tavoful and Grace filled if 
I all phacharyajt has spoken of the nuances of 5 

Sal tus id the unique inner position of the 


Tika 
the Srimad Bhagavatam have described 
| attitudes. One focuses on the Lord's 
majesty - He is all-pervading, the foundation of all 
creation and the devotee on the path of lawful 
limitations worships Him with this majesty in mind 
‘The Vedas say” He is not this, He is not that. "Brahma, 
Siva and Shesha etc are such devotees. The Lords closest 
devotees worship Him out of love alone. Nanda, 
Yashoda and the inhabitants of Vraja are such Grace- 
ives devotees. The Lord is one but appears In many 
cote forms although each one is uniquely accordant 
we at devotee’s loving mood. In the ¢ nad 

agavatam there is a lovely description of th’ 
Akrurji came to Vrinda’ a e: Cn is 
to Mathura, at that es, deck feck Se Keng 
Fee cecing wo thls footings towards Flic: 
Kamsa regarded Him a eu eslines Wards aaa 
destiny. Th E is enemy and saw Him as his 
yy. The Yogis saw Him as the hi, bse 
essence. The ladies of Math e highest spiritual 
young youth, etc. In thi ura saw Him as a lovel 
ieartaceoiding ta ya is way the Lord will reign in oe 
Those alate es sae bite 
worshij e Path of Lawful limitati 
aes ae Lord as glorious, thinkin aie limitations 
iihitsty HA te the Gert, Se ee 
eator of countless 


The Vedas and 
two devotiona 


_— ee 


¢ and nourishes us but then also re 
th, so what could we possibly n 
our protector. From these devotee 
for nothing. Buta Grace-filled devotee lik < 
and the Vraja devotees have Ba ny 
snfor Him and feel that he may be hungry, 
id or too hot. These devotees the Lord acce i 
Be eee forthings from them-there are qe 
‘accounts of this in the Srimad Bhagavatam 7a 
of Divine Glory is the way of the Path a 
Limitations and the sentiment of Divine loveis 
‘ofthe Path of Grace. So, these two well known: 
are distinguished by their very different moods, 
all-pervading Lord has been described in the 
Puranas and the srimad Bhagavatam. IntheSti 
niji and other texts Sri Vallabhacharyaji has 
the Lord as all-pervading but declared that 
form of divine sentiment is that of Krishna’s 
ce-filled devotees. Intellectuals and 
tations know that 
y become 
Tex 


know the Lol 
mentation, the 
rience 


re superior because they 
constant service, orna 
stuffs etc and thus they expe 
‘The Lord is never apart from such a 
for a single second, and herein Ties 
specialness of this Path of pivine 


——e 
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Verse 5/6 


For the sake of happiness one should understand the 
Form of the Lord as the abode of contradictory qualities. 
In his Sri Subodhiniji Sri Vallabhacharyaji has 
described how Krishna in Vraja is simultaneously a 
youthful lad with His brother Balaram and an infant 
sitting in His mother’s lap. [5/6] 


Tika 
Vaishnava devotees should definitely understand the 
Lord as the abode of contradictory qualities because 
otherwise you may find His pastimes impossible or 
perverse and this will destroy the seed of devotion, An 
example of this is doubt arising from the ‘Damodarlila’ 
wherein, although the Lord’s waist was very tiny. the 
rope with which His mother tried to bind him always 
remained a couple of inches too short although she 
added more and more length into it. A tainted mind 
would think this impossible and then ask’ why does Sri 
Krishna cry for the sake of butter? , and’ why, when 
Sri Radhaji is ignoring Sri Krishna, does He humble 
Himself to Hero much?! These impure feelings of fault 
finding and contrary consideration will disappearwhen 
one understands the Lord as comprising seemingly 


Opposite attributes and this principle should be carefully 
considered by a devotee. 


The Lord in the form ofa very beautiful 5 year old 
child sits 


‘: ‘on His mothers lap and from there atthe same 
time gives other devotees the experience of many 
different types of pastimes, All the Lords pastimes are 
eternal and full of bli His bliss-filled Form and 
Pastimes are one, Here follows an explanation. The 
Srimad Bhagavatam describes the Lord's pastimes as 
sternal. In Vraja the Lord plays as a young child and at 
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the same time sports as a lovely youth. We should 
think that He only acts asa young child from Fishing 
until He grows UP and that these days never retury 

use His pastimes are eternal He can sport ae 
infant in His youthful years and as a youth in His 
childhood years. This one should recognise as the Lords 
contradictory na! ture. 

Therefore Sri Sukadevji has recounted in the Srimad 
Bhagavatam that the Lord also plays in other ways 
whilstin His infant Form and Sri Vallabhacharyaj has, 
inhis’ Sri Subodhiniji, further explained this in7 different 
wayslverse, line and letter in Sri Subodhiniji and 
scripture, volume chapter and canto in Nibandha], thus 
revealing the purport ofeach verse and syllable by these 
investigations. Thus the Lords eternal pastimeshave 
been described throughout his works. Sri Acharyaji has 
also revealed the modes of serving Krishna in this Path 
‘ofGrace, by which the devotee directly experiences the 
Lords birthday, and His pastimes of Demanding taxes, 
the Circle dance, the festival of Colours, the Bower of 
flowers, the Swing Festival, etc. Observing all these 
eternal pastimes with heartfelt understanding the 


devotee contemplates and praises them. 15/6) 


Verses7/8 

Inthe Vraja pastimes, Sri Krishna isa youthful: ladand 
knows the Gopis‘Love. It is zoritten in the Sri 
Bhagavatam(3rd canto, 2nd chapter, verse26]that St 
Keisha lied for eleven years in Vraja with His lt 
brother Balaram whilst concealing His Glory. This 
atement hasmized purports, The Vedas describe His 
pe Form which comprise the attributes 2 
ea outst rte, whilst the 10th canto Of 

agavatam describes His pastimesin Viale 


. . 


ae 
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young lad, This very Text, in the third canto, 2% 
ba He recounts how He lived in Vraja for eleven 
ae “teantie His Glory, thus revealing how He 
Tet in Vraja simultancously as a young boy and 
Sie ‘as an adolescent. In actual fact, Sri Hari is 
Patntessentially only that youthful Form, especially 
easier the Vraja devotees, the Gopis, [who appeared 
at that time as a result of the deep desire of perfected 
sages to sport intimately with the Lord and who are 
essential to all these pastimes]are also of that youthful 
age [7/3] 


{note to verse 7; in some texts there is an alternative 
syllable in the verse itself which would mean the Sri 


Hari appears both as the youthful lad and as the same~ 
aged Gopis | 


Tika 
InVraja the Lord plays asa young lad because the 16/000 
Agnikumarikas [fire maidens] are all 5 years old only 


and thus they love the Lord as also being a5 year old. 


Inthe Rasashastralthe Scripture explaining the nuances 


of Lovelit is stated that a husband will appear just as 
the wife emotionally projects and thereby the loving 
Mood becomes especially abundant. The Kumarikasare 
thus satisfied when they see the Lord as being of the 
same age. 

The pastimes of the Lord up to the age of eleven 
are also a constant in Vi raja and comprise His play as an. 
infant and as_an adolescent youth 

Those maidens secretly worshipped the Goddess 
Katyayani to attain Sri Krishna as their husband; they 
Aid this secretly so that their innermost heart and 
feelings would not be known [and thereby diminished] 


—— 


Bie) |) 


to Sri Nandarayji and Sri Yashodaji. For jt ;, 
pure mood of such longings diminishe. a 
others. Thus doing they succeeded in captivay; 
Thakurji. When Sri Thakurji realised thei ev" i 
feelings He stole their clothes thus revealing thet 

and then granted them sacred bodies and a i 
their clothes to them having made them sacred Ae: 
granted them this boon; that He would fulfil] ait He 
desires by dancing the Great Circle Dance with then 
the autumn season. In this dance He was no longer ‘a 
infant but a younglad of 11 and satisfied all their 
longings. In this way the young Gopis were able to 
captivate Sri Thakurji through their worship to Goddess 
Katyayani with their most intimate secret feelings. 

So, there are two statements and two moods; the 
Vedas describe His magnificence and the Srimad 
Bhagavatam describes His play as a youth. The Lord is 
a combination of these two Forms but is purely a youth 
when associating with these young maidens, The Lord 
encompasses all states of being; in the path of lawful 
limitation He is known and contemplated as al- 
pervading and full of Glory; but the Lord who is with 
these cowherd maidens is the Lord whose Form 1s 
comprised of pure nectar. This love-filled nectar Form 
of the Lord exists only with the love of these maidens 
and nowhere else. These maidens are worthy vessels to 
receive the nectar Form of devotion and so He abides 
solely with them. [7/8] 


S if ex, 


Verse 9 
Sri Krishna's complex Form as being omnip’ reee 
childish as well as youthful, is revealed in His Rast 
Dance and other pastimes. They demonstrate His i! 
pacity to support contradictory attributes. [9] 
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Tika 7 
This Lord comprised of Pure Nectar, who abides with 
the Gopi Maidens is described in the RasaLila{Great 
Circle Dance]; He played the flute, called all the Gopis 
to His side and then played with them. Then they 
became proud of this togetherness, all except one fire 
maiden who was devoid of any worldly sentiments. Sri 
Thakurji took that one Gopi aside with Him, but then 
She also became proud of this good fortune and He 
disappeared from Her sight and entered Her heart. 
Know that if the Lord did not stay in the devotee’s 
heart then ina single second they would reach the’tenth 
condition’ [death]. So, when this maiden, who had 
transcended all worldly qualities, lost sight of the 
manifest Lord, She immediately fainted and fell to the 
Her up with His two 
hands. That devotee then cried” O, Lord of supremely 
blessed pastimes, where are you, o, mighty armed one? 
retched servant and show 


they began to ery. 
earts and appeared 
visibly before them. E 


From this account, know that the Lord is always 
with these Gopis, but at the same time, in His quality of 
opulence, is present everywhere. In this way let it be 
knownfor certain to all Vaisnavas, that the Lord is the 
abode of all contradictory qualities. [9] 


___—_$_ a 
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Verse 10 


7 ize this to be th 

scepersonwould recognize t he essence 
ies of Grace. For in the first sloka of the ‘Git, 
ti ri Nandarayji’® words substantiate 5,4 


Kestina’s youthful form and His playful pastimes with 
Sri Soaminifi [10] 
Tika 

(One may ask “why does the Lord always abide with 
these Gopis? Know that the Gopis are firmly situated 
in the Grace-filled Path. When your qualities emulate 
theirs, know that you are on this Path of grace. This 
Way is difficult to attain, so, constantly ponder upon 
their devotional attitude. When the Gopis grace your 
heart with these sentiments due to your servitude and 
humility, only then may you experience the Lord; so 
make the resolve to always contemplate their divine 
sentiments In Sri Acharyaji’s Path of Grace service to 
the Lord ismade uniquely in their mood, so follow this 
Way exclusively. Surrender to the Lotus Feet and learn 
these ways ofinner worship from Sri Achary aji and Sri 
Gusaiji, father and son. In his ‘Gitagovinda’ workSt 
Jayadeyi has described many pastimes including that 
of “Annoyance in love.'Thus, know all pastimes from 
ee eat of these Gopis. In this way the Lord 
Dales pie Gopis and His pastimes with The 

many sacred texts like Gita Govinda 
fc: Absorb these pastimes of Sri Krishna with the Gop> 


into yourhea i 
conten fo) and mind and ponder upon their loving 


Verse 11 


© SeiKeishnas father Sy 
only when re SriNandarayjis words make se 
cept Sri Krishna as the abode of #!! 
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contradictory qualities as revealed in the Path of Grace 


fl 


Inote to verse 11; Sri Nandarayji aus” Tis ts ee 
of clouds and the forest floor is darkened i ae: 
trees. My son is afraid of the dark, $0, om Be 
Radhaji, take Him home.” When the couple these me 
on their path home near the Sri Yamunaji river, They 
play secretly in the groves and bowers]. 
| Tika 
Know Sri Nandarayji's words to be the truth. Sri 
Nandarayj brought 16.000 maidens from Godadesh f0 
present to Kamsa, but they naturally adhered to the Path 
bf Grace and thus applied themselves to serving 
| SriKrishna. So, Sri Nandarayji did not present them to 
Kamsa, but praised them greatly and kept them at 
| home where they served his Son. 

Accomplished devotees praise these words of Sri 
| Nandarayji, and the loving sentiment of these 
| Kumarikas is greater even than that of Sri Nandarayji. 
So Sri Krishna is encaptivated by them. This Path of 
| Grace is indeed supreme, in which the Lord is always 

worshiped as replete with loving sentimentand where 
| He reigns supreme as the Abode of Contradictory 


qualities. The next sloka will describe this more closely 
tM) 


| 

| 

Verse12. 

The insightful person can understand the principles of 
this nectar path wherein Sri Krishna can be a child, the 

supreme connoisseur, self-controlledlindependent] as 

well as forever under the sway of the devotee, [12] 


Shiksha Patyy 


Tika 
iscrepancy between this Path of Loyj 

‘s Bake men of Lawful limitations, bao 
d this Path of Grace where it is upheld ag 
an exceptional principle. Hear this; when the Lord 
incarnated as Sri Ren DE was to establish 
propriety of principle and so he was exclusively 
attached to his one wife, whereas in His manifestation 
as Sri Krishna, His loving pastimes with all of the Gopis 
and cowherd wives themselves constitute the principle, 
Wherever this Path of Divine Love and the scriptures 
of which it is the subject are described in worldly and 
Vedic texts, there they are seen to be in opposition to 
the usual righteous path. For, in these scriptures 
describing the mood of Divine love, love fora lady who 
isnot one’s ownis considered to be more exciting than 
that of one’s own. The path of Lawful limitations 
righteousness is not upheld by a relationship with 
anothers spouse and even mental involvement with 
such a one is considered a sin in the scriptures 
concerning the establishment of a correct path of 
conduct. However, in the Path of Grace it is Sri Krishna 
who presidesand who establishes the way of righteous 
conduct. He Sports with all the Vraja gopis according 
er concerning the way of love and this is 
Geren eoenss this path. In the Path of Grace, Sti 
taneously the ie who Swings in a cradle and simul- 
year old boy i jewel of connoisseurs, an eleven 
independently nee sixteen year old youth. He # 
Years making Base erful. One may spend thousands © 

PR atrevet pee Lord Brahma a 
occasionly blesseq nde of years and are 
his sight. The Vedas describe 


There is 
sentiment an 
between it an 
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him as “not this, not that” for they cannot find His 
essence. He is controlled by no-one and yet always 
remains under the sway of these Vraja Gopis. Sri 
Yashodaji, His mother was devoted to himand therefore 
enabled to tie him up-He depends on these devotees 
and does what they tell Him to, and knows no other 


way. This is what it means to describe him as the Abode 
of all contradictions. [12] 


Verse 13 
Although Sri Krishna is fearless, yet He fears; He is 


desireless, yet He desires; He is clever, yet naieve, om- 
niscient and yet unknowing [13] 


Tika 

The Lord is fearless for He is the controller of time. 
Millions of universes can be created or destroyed by 
the mere movement of His eyebrows. The demigods 
fear Him who is fearless, and yet He fears; when Sri 
Thakurji ate dirt His mother Yashodaji threatened Him 
with a stick to tell her why He had done so. His eyes 
filled with tears through fear and He said’”no, mummy, 
i didnt eat dirt.” In this way He is fearfull in case His 
devotees are ever displeased with Him and thus ignore 
Him.! And, He desires nothing; His home is the entire 
universe, the Goddess of Fortune His wife. He wears 
the Kausthubha jewel on His chest and has many other 
supernatural possessions. The creative force is His 
maidservant so what could He need? However He likes 
to steal things from devotees and demands butter, toys 
and other things from Sri Yashodaji and the Gopis. The 
Lord is the cleverest of the clever. In any universe, if 
anyone behaves beyond the lawful limits, He punishes 
them, and He also knows the moment to moment 


ns and_ heartfelt sentiments of ey, 
e of e J 
devotee, He is a very innocent child ae 


they offer Him. He knows nothing yet e: 
isall-pervading and the substratum of ae n 
ing in the 3 worlds is far from Him, yet bee 
_ devotee He appears to know nothing. He loses vette) 
playing games and cries because He can’t get the oe 
asa plaything. Thus the Lord is the abode on 
contradictory qualities [13] all 
Verse 14 
Sri Krishna is totally Self-satisfied and yet constantly 
3 increases the Gopis’ love towards Himself. His desires 
are fully satisfied and yet He has great desire for them. 
He is mighty and yet speaks humbly. [14] 


Tika 
? The Lord is fully self -satisfied and internally focused, 
__ yetHe eternally plays with the Gopis and increases ever 
; mew love in them. He has all His desires fulfilled and 
is known as ‘manmathamanmatha ‘, which means He 
disturbs the mind even of Cupid the disturber of minds; 
80, What desire could He have? Even so, He demands 
food and drink even when even a little hungry OF thirsty: 
Ifa Gopiis annoyed and thus ignores Him He becomes 
50 fearful and crazy in His desire for her that He wi 
even assume the form of a female companion 8 
eher otherwise! He is the Lord of Lords and 
E naturally impoverished-the three wore 
to Him- so why does He need to ry 
wie Even so He is very submissiy' 
telling them that He belongs to the™ and fp 
else, in many humble ways: Thus 
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described Lord Krishna, the abode of all co: — 
qualities. [14] 


a 
Verse 15 


He is effulgent with His own light but not before His 
devotees. He manifests externally but always resides 
in His devotees’hearts. He is independent but depends 
on His devotees. He is supremely powerful but appears 
incapable before His devotees. [15] 


Tika 
The Lord lights up the three worlds with His effulgence. 
If anyone becomes puffed up with pride the Lord 
immediately intervenes and destroys that pride by 
substituting it with His own light. He does not display 
this light before the devotees but resigns Himself to 
whatever the devotee does or s 'ys. Manifesting exter- 
nally He endlessly plays many different pastimes with 
the Gopis, and also manifests internally in the innermast 
heart of all created beings, He isalways independent in 
these pastimes; He can create or destroy the universe 
ina second if He so wishes, Still, He is encaptivated by 
His devotees. If the Copis tell Him to sit in a certain 
Place, He does so, and never displays His independ- 
ence to them, only acting, according to their wishes, The 
Lordisall powerful, He can do, not do, or do otherwise, 
but He remains Powerless before His devotees. The 
Gopis sit Him in their lap and take Him wherever th 


Want to and as they desire. Thus is the Lord the abode 
of all contradictory attributes, [15] 


Versel6 

way the Krishna revealed in this Path o 
ae of all contradictory qualities. He a pace 
and generosity and should be constantly hela i, 
‘our hearts with our total surrender to Him. [16] - 

Tika 

na, replete with divine loving sentiment 
the abode of contradictory 
ities and difficult to understand is the Lord who 
reigns in this Path of Grace. He is most merciful to the 
devotees and the Fruit of all devotional effort, so take 
eternal shelter in Him alone. Your surrender should be 
with your mind, action and speech and constantly 
jenced in your very heart. Then Krishna will 
becomemost merciful and bless you with His grace. Sri 
Vallabhacaryaji has stated in his treatise “Navaratna” 
{The Nine Jewels'] treatise, “Lord Krishna is my only 
refuge in every way and with all my soul “And, in his 
“Vivekdhairyasraya” [Wisdom,Perseverance and | 
Areatisehas stated, “Whether iam incapable or capable, 
this Sri Krishna, the remover of all sorrows and 
Gbsales is positively my only refuge. Gri Acharyail 
thisoverand over in his many texts. Therefore 
lurture this feeling of. surrender in your heart 
i pile prayer of surrender to be the 
intra and the bestower of every kind of 
sain}! 


mn. F 
an. SO, Tecte it at every moment. Sri Gus 
rj Vallabha- 


na is MY 

ses all anxiety about this 

Krishna ara, cherish this most merciful 5" 
and surrender to Him with min” 


This Sri Kris! 
and the nectar of Love, 


‘ Shiksha Pap . 
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ction and speech; this is the fundamental principle of 
a Path of Grace. [16] 


Verse 17 , 

Whether one practises or not, whether one’s per i. 
pure or impure, by surrendering and taking be a 
Sri Krishna, one will without a doubt be blessed wi 
the full fruit of devotion. [17] 

Tika 
Some embodied souls make no spiritual practices and 
some make many. Some jivas are pure and of good 
character, free from lust, anger, greed, pride and envy, 
while others are impure and full of such faults. Some 
castes, demigods, human beings, brahmins [of priestly 
caste], warriors, tradesmen, labourers, lowly workers, 
animals, birds and all manner of embodied souls take 
shelter in Sri Thakurjiand without a doubt they attain 
the fruits of devotion, 

Taking refuge in Sri Krishna is the supreme 
devotional practice. When an embodied soul attains this 
state of shelter, all of his need for righteous practice is 
fulfilled. One may make many practices but if they do 
Not lead to this state of surrender they will never be 
fruitful, Taking shelter in the Lord is the perfection of 


divine reward; this is Positively the main principle of 
the Path of Grace. [17] 


Verse 18 
In the Path o} 


ward are both 
dharmas [pati 


if Devotion the means as well as the re~ 
established by this surrender. If all other 


d ts of righteousness] are abandoned this 
independent devotional reward can be realized. [18] 


of Devotion the practice is surrender tgs, 

a and the reward of such practice is to be 
rendered to Him. The practice and the reward g) 
infact, to practise IS the reward. So, taki 

in Sri Krishna is the fruit of such surre 

as stated in the Srimad Bhagavat 


ae 
tomealone” 
"this verse in 
‘surrender to be s' 
‘complete and uns! 
all their religious duti 
im reward is having Sri Krishna as your sole 
refuge. Knowing this, surrender. [18] 
. Versel9 
| in times when Sri Krishna is not directly manifesting, 
this condition of total surrender can be achieved 
through the association of great souls. When these great 
es shower their blessings, through them you wil 
accomplished. [19] 


“4 Tika 
Krishna is directly manifest this condition of 


the nature of total surrender can 
through his nectarean writings- 
ea ly present, surrender to Him is 
eg aens shelter in Him 
‘ company of accomplish 
the way of the Path of Grace. When Yous. 
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i serving your Lord, you are taking refuge in Him 
eat sae times you should meetwith other 
devotees and think of Him. By the Grace of accom 
plished devotees your shelter will be perfected. In this 
way you are fully surrendered both in the time ofunion 
with the Lord and in the time of separation from Him. 
When you are making service to your Lord, you take 
shelter in union with Him through touching His feet 
and offering Tulsi leaves at His Feet; this is direct shelter, 
and taking shelter with your innermost heart and 
consciousness is achieved through the company of 
accomplished devotees. [19] 


Verse 20 
When such great souls are not before you contemplate 
on their nectarean teachings. Have faith and establish 
yourself in the path they have illwninated and thus your 
soulful refuge will be perfected. [20] 


Tika 
In the previous verse, surrender in union and in 
separation are described. Both are achieved through 
taking shelter in Sri Vallabhacharyaji. If he is not directly 
before you then learn by meeting with his devotees 
and discussing his nectarean teachings and treatises. Sri 
Acharyaji has established this Path of Grace and if you 
are situated within this Path then your surrender to 
Krishna will be perfected. If Sri Krishna is not directly 
present then He is represented by Sri Acharyaji, Sri 
Gusainji, and their lineage. If these are not present, 
ponder their teachings, listen to and discuss the sacred 
writings and thus, if you take your place in this Path of 
Grace and contemplate this refuge in the Lord then it 
will surely become the nature of your heart. [20] 


Shilsg 


. Verse 2] 
OW CAN 4 80ul attached to w, 
Cheek Orldy thi 

keeps bad company and turns hie, fcr 8 tho ating, 

Lord through impure food, inf Om ay from 


LOURIE ‘atuati : 
4 place in this Path of Grace? pa and pride, ing 


Tika 


The previous verse described surrender in uni 
surrender to Sri Acharyaji when in separation, hag 
take refuge in the nectarean words of his teachingaand 
how to contemplate one’s surrender in the company of 
great devotees situated in the Path of Grace. However, 
by keeping bad company, all of this can disappear in 
one single moment-for worldly oriented souls are 
always impure, and impurity can arise by association 
with them. You should never associate closely wi 
souls attached to worldly things. How to recogng 
soul is worldly and turned away from the ly 
souls are always intoxicated in body mind, 
by worldly sense-gratifying matters, and 
involved in such dealings. They are ni 
spiritual path because they are prou 
self-centered. This Path of Grace ca 
in their heart and it is dangerous t 
because you can fall from thi 


company. Instead, realise the 
associating with accomplish 


To become thus spiritual, 
shelter of Sri Mahaprab; 


—_—_— ae 
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Tika 
if one has never had the chance to associate sie 
members of Sri Vallabhacary: lineage pi i: 
accomplished devotees, or has no pet vi 
tional literature, then what to do? The ae eels 
renounce the company of non-devotees rent ate 
much service as possible whilst taking fait! ia ee 
in Sri Vallabhacharyaji. Meditate intently and const ah ly 
on his lotus feet and then your hearts desire for ne 
change will surely be fulfilled. For Sri Acharyaji is the 
embodiment of sacred fire and so if you approach him 
for shelter, e refuge at his feet then your efforts 


II dey ssed with suce 


Verses 23/24 
of the association of true devotees my 

ied and my heartfelt worry is that, if 

fer weakens, what will become of my spiri 
‘now that, ¢ is put into complicated 
definite sign of the Lord's 
ly complications generate 
f Anga, Citraketu, Pingala 
ly attachment was removed 


elter in Sri Vallabhacharyaji. 
f good association or accom- 
- never change your attitude of shelter. 
nind to this one focus on his 


Y Satisfied with this and n 
ken. The 


his attitude 
it wait for thei 


lotus feet. 
ever let your 
company of true devotees soon 
and it is difficult without them. 
i" company to start taking shelter 
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Verse 21 


canasoul attached to worldy things, who 
a al 


How 
keeps bad company and turns his face away from 


Lord through impure food, infatuation and pride ¢, 
a place in this Path of Grace? [21] Pride, fing 


Tika 


The previous verse described surrender in union and 
surrender to Sri Acharyaji when in separation, how t 
takerefuge inthe nectarean words of his teachings a 
how to contemplate one’s su rrender in the company of 
at devotees situated in the Path of Grace. However, 
by keeping bad company, all of this can disappear in 
one single moment-for worldly oriented souls are 
always impure, and impurity can arise by association 
with them. You should never associate closely with 
‘souls attached to worldly things. How to recognise ifa 
soul is worldly and turned away from the Lord? Such 
souls are always intoxicated in body mind and wealth 
by worldly sense-gratifying matters, and are constantly 
involved in such dealings. They are not interested ina 
spiritual path because they are proud and egotistically 
self-centered. This Path of Grace can never find a place 
intheir heart and it is dangerous to associate with them 
because you can fall from this Path. So, forget their 
company. Instead, realise the mood of surrender by 
associating with accomplished devotees. [21] 


q Verse 22 
Biel fe thus spiritually accomplished, resort 
ter of Sri Mahaprabhujis lotus feet. [22] 


to the 


103 
Shiksha Patra 


Tika 7 
s never had the chance to associate wil 

es of Sri Vallabhacaryajis lineage or oo 
accomplished devotees, or has no fondness for he 
tional literature, then what to do? The ee 
renounce the company of non-devotees and Kp oa as 
much service as possible whilst taking faithful shel 
in ri Vallabhacharyaji. Meditate intently and constantly 
on his lotus feet and then your hearts desire for this 
change will surely be fulfilled. For Sri Acharyaji is the 
embodiment of sacred fire and so if you approach him 
for shelter and take refuge at his feet then your efforts 
will definitely be blessed with success. [22] 


Verses 23/24 

In the absence of the association of true devotees my 
mind is not satisfied and my heartfelt worry is that, if 
my surrender weakens, what will become of my spiri- 
tual life? Know that, when one is put into complicated 
worldly situations, this is a definite sign of the Lord’s 
acceptance. [because worldly complications generate 
detachment as in the cases of Anga, Citraketu, Pingala 


and Karday whose worldly attachment was removed 
through such complications [23/24] 


Tika 

Always focus on taking shelter in Sri Vallabhacharyaji. 
Even if there is a lack of good association or accom- 
plished devotees, never change your attitude of shelter. 
Restrict your mind to this one focus on his lotus feet. 
Remain totally satisfied with this 
shelter weaken. The 
Perfects this attitude 
But, dont wait for the: 


and never let your 
company of true devotees soon 
and it is difficult without them. 
ir company to start taking shelter 


SS 


poe could be a delay in meeting them, 
your mind might become corrupted and y, 
. O, what will be will be ,' I do it when then 

Tcant help it.’ Do whatever you can to sitet : 
heart at his feet and eee. la 
Vivekadhairyasraya” [Wisdom, Perse 
Refuge] treatise, Sri Acharyaji has taught” a ; 
finds oneself powerless one should be patien aye 
understanding that the power comes not fone the 
but from Him ” The senses and the body are ba 
searching for sense-gratification and worldly hapa i 
They are calmed by a relationship with the Supe 
and so the senses and the body want to keep the ming 
uninterested in this relationship. The senses and the 
body behave demonically. However,do not ponder on 
this demonic nature, Rather, know that the best purpose 
of the eyes should be to view the Lord, the best purpose 
of the hands is to serve Him, the best purpose of the 
ears is to hear His stories and the best purpose of the 
mouth is to pronounce His Name. Dont allow the body 
to be lazy. Arise immediately and within your practice 
resolve that “I will do whatever I can today, this very 
moment, who knows what will come tomorrow?” This 
is refuge in Sri Mahaprabhuji. [23] 

Now the qualities of a Vaishnava devotee are 
described; they know their purpose in life to be Sri 
Krishna and never take shelter elsewhere and this #§ 
their principle. For, who knows when one might come 
into contact with worldly complication? But then they 
are not so troubled by pains or worries because they 
know that the Lord Sri Hari, Remover of all sorrow, 
Often gives various kinds of worldly struggle to Ben, 
Order to see that even then they never abandon 


pathand, free of all anxiety, take shelter in Him alone: 


ay _Narayandas sent Vi 
he returned some money 

in prison 
ol Lea so Narayandas eraey a seme 
id he wasa Vaishnava 
When Sri Gusainji visited 
ke his blessings- Sri 


ever Vi to ta 
thaldas went to 
t pe yea got into such a state. 


t! 

Ce lied” my body needed to be punished to 
m the results of my. . 

iniji asked Narayand: 
aten him, do you not have 


as” the way that you 
any compassion for 


have bes 


this soul? 4b 
The Lord tests the devotees by giving them 


difficulties. Sri Mahaprabhuji has described the quality 
of true refuge in his ”Vivekadhairyastaya” [Wisdom, 
Perserverance and Refuge] treatise,” In this world or 
inany other and in every situation Sri Hari is the refuge. 
Inpainand loss, in sin orin fear, in the non-obtainment 
of the object of desire, when there is conflict with 
devotees, an absence of devotion or if other devotees 
aggress you, whether you are incapable or capable in 
any situation; in every condition, remember that Sri 
Hari is the only refuge”. 

re bedi these words. Whatever worldly, 
Pee Ganiiery re Bie have to bear, do not 
eee Le surrendered to Sri Hari; 

8 1e devotee of Krishna. [23/24] 


106 Shiksha Pat 
Verse 25 


aprabiuji’s nectarean teachings say t 
an eat allow His devotee to become eon 
able in worldly situations or within scriptural 
+ s mctions. The true devotee recognizes Sri Hari’s in. 
tenttions and always remains satisfied. [25] 
Tika 
In hig’Navaratna”[The Nine Jewelsltreatise rj 
Mataprabhujisri Valabhacharyaji has stated,” The Lord 
Spi Hari will not grant you comfort in worldly or 
s) “matters."From this, know that the Lord does 
‘not situate His own people in either of these 
realmsyrather He detaches them from the world in 
order to perfect their surrender. Contemplating on the 
Lord’sheartfelt purpose, the accomplished devotee then 
considers’ My Lord has done me a favour by not 
smoothing out my worldly or scriptural life thus 
liberating me.’ If my worldly life was comfortable! 
would become attached to it and then forgetmy beloved 
Lord, and the same goes for the realm of scriptural 
injunctions. Yes, he has done me a great favour! 
‘Onewho ponders upon the Lord's intentions inthis 
way and who is thus of contented disposition am 
always satisfied is a true devotee. [25] 


Verse 26, 
ari never let worldly people affect your innet 
rad tt perform external duties with true detachmen 
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Tika 


If, as described in the previous verse, Sri Thakurji ia 
not grant perfection in worldly or scriptural invol TF 
ments, and the devotee accepts this situalior ani 
remains content, then how will that devotee’s home life 
and all its neces be organized? If you have doubts 
about this, hear this teaching; the true devotee knows 
that his main purpose in life is to serve and remember 
the Lord and to take shelter in Him. They ponder'l got 
attached to worldly and scriptural ways so the Lord did 
not allow these situations to be perfected and that is 
fine! For, now, I will not be attached to such duties and 
will just do whatever I can,as He defines” 

Do what you need to do in the world just asa show 
but with your heart totally detached from such actions 
and unaffected by them. Live in the world by keeping 
your mind attached to serving the Lord.not to worldly 
affairs. Do not expose your inner path to anyone, 
rather, let them just see you doing your duties. If you 


take shelter in the Lord in this way, He will be 
pleased[26] ¥ 


Verses 27/28 


Misery is generated by bad association, self-identifi- 
cation with the world, the absence of good company 
and concern about remaining on the Path [27] 


fones attitude should bel’My miseries will be removed 
May insle second by the Grace of the lotus feet of Sri 
Mahaprabhuji and the devotees’ [28] 


‘ose who cause you to 
to be a source of mi 


never do what they tell 


fall under material influence 
‘otees’ resolve is to 


The dev 


adji was a devotee of the Lord, 
massive obstacle in his diyj 

very hard toinfluence Prahladji, 
To stop his son from his 
unished him in many ways, 

jerated these deathly painful tortures 
and surrender in the Lord. The 

and slew Hiranyakashyap to 
‘Vaisnavas can fall into bad company. 
them to be involved in worldly affairs, 
this as a source of misery, they 

yy and resort to fellowship with 

es who put them back on a true 
devotees are not to be found then 

of serving and remembering the 
principles of the Path of Grace 


ifrom bad company. Keep firm faith 
'Sri Gusaiji and regularly serve and 
are the principles of this Path 


d souls who have taken shelter in 
-guide is Sri Acharyaji. By the 
feet you will meet with accom- 
gh whose association his 

Ws be felt. There is a well known 
hestories of the 84 vaishnavas.in 
iseemingly left his body and 

, , the pastime that 
because only those of such 

d consider him to be dead]- 

been there came and told the 

Who questioned whether that 
For, he said, Sri Acharyait 

But the Vaishnava said he 
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had seen it with his se Biss eae i 
his temple and al h 
See aii there reading. The Vaishnava jee 

amazed, But this shows that Sri Acharyaji is ne’ 
separated from his beloved devotees. Dente 
company with such devotees for then Sri pe: ste 
enter your heart. This is how good association shot 

be. [28] 


Verses 29/30 


It is so difficult to meet such an accomplished devotee 
and therefore I am always distressed. If Lam humble 
the Grace-filled Sri Hari will bless me. Then Twill meet 
that elevated soul who is devoted to the lotus feet of 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji. Now i have no other way except 
to know that Sri Krishna is my refuge. [29/30] 
Tika 
| have searched everywhere for such an elusive 
devoteebut have been unsuccessful and so am very sad. 
Jam still not humble enough, If I were, Sri Acharyaji 
would bless me, Iam troubled because I dont find such 
a soul and because of my lack of humility. If 1 were to 
be blessed by Sri Acharyaji would meet such an elevated 
devotee and become truly humble. With the association 
of that true devotee the Lord would bless me and sit in 
my heart, and ifI were able to be perfectly humble the 
Lord would be pleased and reign in my heart. Sri 
Mahaprabhuji has described in his Sri Subodhiniji how 
humility is the one way to really please the Lord. In his 
Trividhanamavali treatise he has cited a name based 
on the 5 chapters describing the Rasalila, It is 
“‘dinakripaprakatitarupa” which means the Lord whose 
Form manifests to bless the humble devotee The Gopis 


SS —t—t—é‘_‘a 
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¢Sri Hari and sported with Him 
afterwards when they realiseq 
Grace alone and began to cry in 
red before them. Humility isa very 
dit will be gained by Sri Acharyajis 


of this letter is described how 
feousness can become the nature of 
‘an embodied soul becomes totally 
action and speech to the lotus feet 
then are humility and other fine 
inthe heart. This is hereby stated 
te method. For Sri Acharyaji is 
(Grace and compassion and appears 
of uplifting divinely oriented 
‘embodied soul takes shelter in his 

culties, he will assuage all their pain 
(Gusaiji has written in the Sri Sarvottam, 
tion]” I bow to Sri Acaryaji who 


an ocean of grace and simply by 

his name one’s afflictions are 
his blessing, your heart will 
humility and propriety and 
ino other way than surrender to Sti 
has stated in his ‘Vignapti treatise” 
hhas instructed us to take shelter 
‘surrender all anxiety in this world 


state that 1 will follow $f 
| Gusainji and make shelter!" 
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Sri Krishna my sole aim in life [the 8 syllable prayer Sri 
Krishna sharanam mama]. At every second of every day 
Iwill remember this surrender. Thus I state that the main 
principle for followers of this Path of Grace is to resort 
to Sri Acaryaji and endlessly repeat this 8 syllabled 
prayer. (30] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 4 


7 


LETTER: 5 - [10 Verses] 
“SHELTER, GRACE AND HUMILITY” 


Translators introduction- 


This 5" letter explains the heart of the Path of Grace— 
the mood of separation, humility and surrender to Sri 
Acaryajis lotus feet. tells us what to do if we cant find 
devotees to teach us the Path and thus how to avoid 
anxiety. 
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INTRODUCTION 


i r of instruction describes how the Lord 
es ipeerineed in the heart through the noctee 
separation. Humility ts the way to pat = ne 
humility arises from a burning desire for Him. ie 
preceeding chapter we saw how when one cae a 
to Sri Acharyaji’s lotus feet with body mind an = 
and makes the constant repetition of the 8 syllable 
prayer one’s only goal in life then Sri Acarya| blesses 
that soul with true heartfelt humility and piety. 


Verse 1 
Always, with the sweet pangs of separation, cultivate 
sentiment for Sri Krishna who eternally resides in Sri 
Svaminijis heart and is a treasure house of Grace. [1] 
Tika 

The Nectar Form of Sri Hari should be sought through 
thesentiment of separation from Him. Here, this doubt 
may arise; Sri Krishna appeared in Vraja, everyone 
knows this Form; but now you are telling us to cherish 
the Nectar Form of Krishna. Is this a separate Form 
and if so, where does He live? How to develop love for 
Him? 

To appease that doubt the teaching is here:- Krishna 
has two Forms, one ‘kriyatmaka’ [for the purpose of 
performing divine acts] and the other” bhavatmaka’ [the 
Nectar Form for the purpose of generating love in the 
devotee’s heart. |It is this second Form that appeared 
as Sri Yashodajis son. This Sri Krishnas Pastimes can 
also be seen as of two types-as an infant and as a youth. 
He played as an infant in Sri Gokul and as 4 youth in 
Sri Vrindavan. So, make service to Sri Krishna in His 
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child Formand contemplate Him in His you 
On this very subject Sri Gusainji has written alk 
of Gokul is to be served always whilst knowi The Log | 
be the soul of everyone and everything. That: oe : 
is to be forever contemplated who lives in ih, 
andsports with all the Gopis. Following these fs: 
Sri Krishna’s childhood pastimes are in the pee 
Navanit- priyaji and His intimate adolecsent pa 
in the Form Of Sri Govardhannathji. That Form Of} 
Krishna who is adored with the deep emotion of 
ainful separation from Him resides in Sri Svaminijs 
heart. When you contemplate this loving mood of Si 
‘onder’ how does Sri Svaminiji 
express Her love to Krishna, how does She praise Him, 
what pastimes does She make together with Him? If 
you ponder upon these sentiments Sri Svaminiji whois 
an Ocean of Grace will become pleased and bless you 
with the gift of such sentiment yourself. Then only can 
you experience this Nectar Form of Krishna indeed 
this is the only way to gain this experience because Sri 
Svaminiji resides in Sri Krishna’s heart and Sri Krishna's 
consciousness is exclusively fixed upon Her Surrender 
to Sri Svaminiji and then immerse yourselfin thoughts 
of Nectar Krishna for whom Sri Svaminiji pines in 
separation. When Sri Svaminiji pleased and blesse® 
you, then alone will the Lord allow you '? experience 


Him. [1] 


Svaminiji you would w: 


Verse 2. mat the 


Souls on this Path of Grace are most fortunate’ ay. 
Nectar-filled Lords Lotus Face , His fire-fOrt 00S jig 
ji. Therefore“! tees 


peared as Sri Vallabhacharyaj 
Path,cool devotion is not useful [it is when 


re 


hiksha Patra 


burn with the fire of separation that the Lord showers: 
His Grace] [2] 
Tika 


t so fortunate as to experience this divine mood 
Tam no! : zi 

of burning in separation from my Lord, because it can 
be realised only in the heart of one who is truly humble 
in servce to the Lord. This consciousness of service to 
Sri Krisna with true humility is very difficult to attain 
and practise. It is taught that a valued servants only 
desire is the contentment of His master and never his 
own. There is an example of this in the story of 
Padmanabhdasji. One day when Sri Acharyaji was 
about to take his meal a merchant who had been robbed 
on the way came crying to see him. Padmanabhdasji 
stopped him from saying anything and replaced all the 
money he had lost even though he had to take a loan to 
do so. Padmanabhdasi did not allow the mer-chant to 
bother Sri Acharyaji in any way. This level of selfless 
service is very difficult. 

There is also a well known example of humility in 
the 5 chapters of the Srimad Bhagavatam that describe 
Sri Krishna’s intimate pastimes with the Gopis. When 
Sri Krishna disappeared from their presence the Gopis 
imitated His pastimes and sang His praises thereby 
becoming worthy of humility and total surrender. 

T have not realized this Path of Service nor am I 
humble or totally surrendered and so to experience this 
burning fire of love for the Lord is very difficult. This is 
the essence of Sri Vallabhacharyajis Path of Grace, sodo 
got compromise it for a mood of cool devotion, Recall 
a Kumbhandasji who missed just one single 
Seno to have the Lords sight in the temple and 

/ how many days have passed since I have 


ste 


‘of the Path of Grace. [2] 


Verse 3 

sal fervour throws light on the zenith 
‘the Lord, who is the friend of the humble, 
soul and appears directly before them [3]_ 


Tika 
ithe way to true humility. First of all 
agony, a realisation that “my whole 
ind Ihave notyet experienced the Lord 
yisible within the Path of Grace 
d of good qualities” When this kind 
yisfelt for the Lord in the heart, it burns 
r The heart is full of the sinful 
; speech and mind and sullied by lust, 
denvy,but when this burning desire 
it destroys all these faults. 
state of true humility is reached and 
ntotally changes. The fluctuation of 
and the physical craving forf 
satisfaction all disappear. When 
‘of the Lord begins to shine in the 
isthe friend of the humbleand, 
lity of an embodied soul, becomes 
showers His mercy. 
eral examples of this in the srimad 
Draupadi humbly took shelter 1" 
her honour. When Gajendrs 
the Lord, He went there 10a 
toned 5 chapters of the ith 
ere Krishna's intimate pastimes ¥" 
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the Gopis are described,the perfection of this mood is. 
explained concerning the humble surrender of these 
Vrajabhaktas;” in this way the Gopis sang of Sri Krishna 
and called out to Him. Whilst thus craving forHissight 
they began to weep profusely. Then, in their midst, 
directly before them appeared their Beloved Lord with 
His Lotus Face all smiles and wearing yellow silken 
cloth and beautiful flower garlands, Hisbeauty making 
even the Lord of desire desire Him” 

The Lord stays far away from the egotistical but 
appears to the humble and lives in their hearts, letting 
them experience the bliss of His proximity. First one | 
must crave for the Lord with burning desire. This leads 
to humility. 

Humility will be described more closely in the next 
verse. [3] 


Verse 4 

Humility will arise from the emulation of Sri Svaminijis 
intensely burning love for Sri Krishna This devotional 
mood can be attained by taking shelter of Sri Acharyajis 
lotus feet which embody this fire of separation. [4] 


Tika 
The perfection of your humility lies in Sri Svaminiji’s 
hands because it is She who grants this mood of 
Separation, Therefore it is only when She showers Her 
Grace that you may experience this burning desire for 
the Lord. Ponder upon the attainment of such 
devotional sentiment as revealed by the Gopis and not 
Just through your imagination. [do not do this whilst 
making service to your Lord but when you have 
completed it]. Surrender fully to the Lotus Feet of Sri 
Svaminiji and understand Her mood of separation as 
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the Venugit [Song of the flute] and th 
icone, irs of verses} etc. : 
Sri “Acharyajis form to be that of this fire of 

; and reflect UPON this form and his devo- 
‘mood. When youare fully surrendered to his feet 
feeling. How to make this 


4 will perfect this 
wwill be described in the next verse, [4] 


Verse 5 
in Sri Acharyajis lotus feet which embody this 
of devotion 1s perfected thro ugh steadfast 
in his teachings, Sri Subodhiniji and his other 
This faith becomes. firm through constant ser- 
‘elevated devotees whose hearts are centered in 


Tika 
Jotus feet represent Sri Svaminijis fire of 
ration, so, take shelter in them in this mood. In so 
you will be granted this heartfelt sentiment of 
eparation. When does suc! nhis lotus 
“Festoccur? When you have firm fait 
teachings SriSubodhiniji and all his 0 
therefrom gain knowledge of the reality 
ps Loan will you experience love for, # 
ake faith in his teachi 
the Path of levotees who are esta! 
this Path ea They will then bless you 3} 
important, you. So, service to such soul 

for by their Grace alone will perfection of 
refuge acacia your hese alone will perfe 
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Verse 6 
imes such an elevated soul is hard to find so then 
Tolelould contemplate ve Seine Bhagavatam and 
if you are not intellectually capable of doing so, then, 
Sinply humbly and constantly eee Hari. [6] 


Tika 
Ithas been described above how se: 
devotees will perfect your faith 
teachings. But such 


tving accomplished 
in Sri Acharyajis 
an elevated devotee on this Path of 
Grace may be very hard to find. If that is the 
should regularly study theSrimad Bh, 
Subodhiniji.Then, when you do find 
you should discuss. 
study by yourself 
Treading these te 


case you 
‘agavatam and Sri 
that true devotee, 
our readings with them, Until then, 
If you find yourself incapable of 
xts then constantly make remembrance 
of Sri Haril Sri Krishna who removes all sorrow and 
anxiety]. When an embodied soul humbly and constant- 
ly ponders upon Sri Hari, He sees your craving and 
yannot tolerate your sadness and so blesses you by 
bringing you together with such a devotee by whose 
*ssociation all your actions will be perfected. [6] 


Verse7 


8 syllable prayer with total spiritual 
everything is perfected. [7] 


Tika 

Embodied souls are tainted by their very nature. If you 

can do Nothing else put firm faith in this 8 syllable prayer 
SRIKRISHNA SHARANAM MAMA‘ [Sri Krishna is 

my Tefuge], Sti Acharyaji has established this prayer 

“onsidering it to be the very essence of all the main 

Scriptures, the Vedas, Puranas, Shastras and theSrimad 


SM 7 


Akoays recite the 
conviction, then 


= 
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vealed it for the sake of his divi 
Bing Therefore eal nies and ae 
g tance remember this chant and never forget it, 
Infuse it with all your devotional fervour, thereby all 
will be perfected. (7 

= Verse 8 
Because we are SO devoid of good qualities, we do not 
‘meet either our Lord or a true devotee. However, Sti 
Krishna who is Sri Hari, the remover of allsorrow and 

anxiety, will perfect our imperfections. [3] 

Tika 

Wehave discussed above how very difficult itis to attain 

this Nectar-filled Lord, the embodiment of the fire of 

separation whence the embodied soul considers itself 

‘imperfect. When this craving to meet the Lord occurs 

thenSri Krishna who is the remover of all sorrow will 

your heart's desire. Embodied souls are by their 
nature impure but through ignorance consider 

‘withol Sie, accomplished, and this is why the Lord 

Ties Retains, from them. ¢ 

fie he hagavatam is found the account 0} 

began wiour was very depraved. When she 
e ms oa became humble she said-"Ihave 

tomy ae this material world, my eyes are 
icine ichment to sense-gratification and 
eri Krishna ee me up. Who else other 

iyself?” She realised es protect such a fallen sou! a 

d made supp own shortcomings, became 

=s*Stpplication to the Lord, whereafter 


h 


ilar story, 


Turava, iti osc) #8 Srimad Bhagavatahy 


ted” Who else other than the 
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Lord Who is not knowable through the material senses 
and Who resides in the innermost heart of all living 
beings would be able to attract and then liberate such a 
raved woman as myself?” ; 
sau When Pururava eee aware of her own impurity 
then the Lord blessed her, for this is the Path for the 
humble. In this Path a favourable destiny cannot be 
attained without humility and humility never arises 
when one has a high opinion of oneself. So, persue the 
Lord in total humweility and He will remove your 
sorrows and anxieties and fulfill this your pure desire 
to meet Him!!! (8] 


Verse 9 
But you should never be perturbed because in this Path 


proximity to the reward is directly related to how much 
you desire it. [9] 


Tika 

In regard to this state of always anxiously considering 
oneself lacking and insignificant Sri Gusainji has 
writtenin his treatise ” Vignapti’; O Lord, for a devotee 
of yours to have to sustain life without your sight is as 
meaningless as longevity to an unfortunate woman who 
is not loved by her husband” His purport is this;” My 
Lord! For a faithful devotee on this Path of Grace life 
without your sight seems useless,” That devotee 
considers themself most unfortunate, depraved and 
devoid of means to change the situation and therefore 
pines,”O Lord ,what will become of me now? Thru the 
blessings of Sri Mahaprabuji | have taken shelter in you 
but I have no good qualities.” In this way they feel 


extremely humble and, in the mood of: separation, place 
hope in You alone. 


some worldly duties 1 onthe DB 
ice contd weaken your mith OB 


INDEX 
ANXIETY REMOVED BY GRACE 
DOING,NOT DOING AND Dorn 


IG OTHERWISE 
(SEE ALSO LETTER 4 VERSE 2) 
EMBODIED SOUL-WEAKNESS 


FREEDOM FROM ANXIETY 

GRACE UNDERSTOOD 6 

GRIEF AND GRACE 5 

LINEAGES 1 

the LORD HIMSELF PURIFIES 2 | 
THE EMBODIED SOUL 789]012033 

the LORDS THREEFOLD DESIRES . 

the LORDS WILL, oe | 

NARADA GIVEN A MONKEY FACE nol 

PRAHLAD a | 

SRI KRISHNA AS THE SUPREME LORD Ee | 

SRI KRISHNA MANIFESTS FOR THE | 
DEVOTEES’ SAKE 714 

SURRENDERING TO THE LORDS GRACE 14/5 

the SOULS IGNORANCE 9 

THREE TYPES OF SOULS 45 

WORLDLY CIRCUMSTANCE CHANGED. 


BY LORD HIMSELF 


INTRODUCTION 

The 6" letter describes how the Lord Himself removes 
doubt and establishes faith. Keep your mind-set as 
described in the previous letter; the mood of separation 
is superior and you will experience the reward 
according to how much your heart and mind crave for 
Him. Worldly conflict is a great obstacle. If you follow 
the above mentioned principles in times of worldly grief 
then you will be able to safeguard your devotion. 

p-s. As you will have read in the “background” 
section Sri Harirayji began to write these letters to his 
brother some time before the latters wife left her body. 
The letters were not read but put into a drawer. Sri 


Harirayji heard of her passing just before writing this 
6 letter— 


Versel 


The news of the loss of your wife was like poison to my 


ears. What I am now writing is to bring composure to 
your heart’s mind. [1] 


Tika 

When I heard the news of the loss of your wife I felt 
great sadness like poison to my ears.Iwould not write 
of this sadness, however, since you are grieving, I will 
write some wisdom from our scriptures in order to 
console you. It would be better if I were close to you at 
this time but, by the Lords willl am far away; therefore 
Tam writing to you. 

When you experience such grief but also at the same 
remember the principles of the Path of Grace,then 
ryaji. Try to 
rinciple is to 


time 
kno} 


w this to be the great Grace of Sri Acha: 
understand the Lords will. The basic pi 


ana Page 


behave in such a way that the Lords rem, 

His presence never leave your heart. So an Tance a 
and let your heart be consoled. [n it €ad this j, nd 
worldly duties and devotional Principles | descriney 
as an adherent to the Path of Grace, and ho; how live 
upon the Lords divine will. Please, then ae Ponder 
and let your doubts be removed. [1] * SO read this 


Verse 2 


Always remember SriYashodajis son Sri Kyi. 
has appeared from the Aryan ie He has enezoho 
two infant teeth and drools over His lotus-like face, 2) 
Tika 
When the mind becomes saddened by worldly hap 
ings then redirect its remembrance to Sri Krishna, 
Yashodajis child, in His two armed Form with two infant 
teeth and Who dribbles on His own lotus face! Sri 
Krishna is also magnificent; born in the supreme clan 
of Candra, under the clan of the Yadus, highest of the 
Aryan race. 
Sri Vallabhacharyajis lineage is also superior. These 
three clans are considered superior on this earthly 
planet. Of all the Lord’s manifestations on earth there 
are also three which are most well-known. In the Treta 
period in the Raghu clan appeared Sri Rama-chandraji 
in Dasarath’s family. In the Dvapara period appeared 
Sri Krishna in the Yadu clan and in this present Age 0 
Kali appears the lineage of Sri Vallabhacharyaji. The 
latter is deemed supreme because this manifestation 1S 
solely for the upliftment and liberation.of those souls 
o the 


whose natural tendency is devotion 
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to make sure that everything that one does 
to Him in this Form. If you keep worldly leah: 
our mind He will be saddened and thus yo: 
devotional path will be compromised. So, only do aa 
is pleasing to Him; This must be your parameter, [2] 


Verse3 


Know that Sri Krishna is the Lord of all, omniscient 
and always merciful whilst the embodied soul is weak 
and devoid of knowledge, [3] 
Tika 
| speak of the Form of the Lord and that of 
ed soul. Sri Krishna is the supreme Lord of 
Lord of Lords because He acts acco- 
free will. Brahma, Siva and Indra etc. 
ri Krishna’s command. He granted 
.ct destiny ] to such a sinful being as 
His name of Narayana 


Now I will 
the embodii 
Lords. He is the 


Aj 
at the time of his death 


out for his grandson 0} 


of every being in a 

creator and motivator 0! 

omniscient, nothing can be hid 

ig also most merciful. Would such a Lor 

each and every person’s happiness and sadness? He 1s 

an ocean of great mercy ‘and cannot tolerate even the 

tiniest sadness in His devotees. Thus is His character. 
‘The embodied soul ‘eweakand heir actions are ot 
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devoid of knowledge, thinking themself to 
capable. Sri Acharyaji has written about ae high 
Balbodha” [Advice for spiritual children]tre, iS in he 
embodied soul is tainted by its very nature. Td 

replete with Divine Qualities; so how Sateen Ri 
soul truly know the Lord’s intentions?” [3] impure 


Verse 4 


The Lord's desires are threefold-His root desir, 
edie desire and His own desire. Whomsoevey % His 
cepts according to His root desire receive the om ad 
of seva from no other source, [4] ards 
Tika 

The Lord has created 3 types of souls from His 3 

of desire; worldly, who act only in the material world; 
Grace-filled who act only in the Lords service, and 
lawful, who act according to the scriptures. Souls 
dedicated to Sri Acharyaji are Grace-filled and appear 
from the Lord’s root desire so they should embrace this 
principle and know that He alone inspires all their 
actions and all of their actions are for Him alone. 
Those who act within lawful limitations consider 
that their every action will bring a suitable reward. 
Worldly souls consider everything to bean illusionand 
that there is no other foundation and act accordingly, 
never knowing the Lord at all. 
Know Grace-filled souls 
Lord's personal wish-they know the Lord to be the 
foundation of all creation and motivation and do not 
seek reward for their actions especially not from any 
other source. They never have any anxiety about what 
kind of reward they might receive from their actions oF 
practice, Stews 


to be evolved from the 
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Iwill describe in the next verse exactly how 
Baines souls are considered to be the Lords 3 
iypesof wish. (4 


Verse 5 


j Krishna places worldly souls adrift within the 
senly flow. Those who are taken as lawful souls are 
Priented towards action. [5] 


Tika 

PATH BODY ACTION 

CRACERLED DIVINE _SERVICETO AND REMEMBRANCE OR 
co 

WORLDLY DEMONIC WORLDL—BEHAVIOUR 
AND-SURVIVALTECHNIQUES 


LAWFULLIMITATIONS DIVINE VEDIC WORKS FIRESACRIFICES ETC 


Worldly souls function according to their whims. 
Sti Krishna leaves them to dwell in their worldly 
attitude since their nature and their actions are distinct. 
Sri Mahaprabhuji has taught in his “Pustipravaha- 
maryadabheda” [The Paths of Grace, Mundane flow and 
Lawful limitations}treatise;” According to the Srutis, the 
souls, bodies and actions of the three different types of 
Souls are forever different” Know from this that worldly 
Souls are always deluded and will never enter the 
devotional path. Those who, accept lawful teachings are 
engaged on the path of stipulated actions because they 
appeared from the Lord’s voice; the Vedas are His 
Words and embody the Lord's speech. Inthe Vedas such 
rituals as Shrad u ors] Ho 


Vratas [fasts], Tapa [austerities] and Dana Ich, 
described along with their rewards, If ay al "iy, 
the path of lawful limitations performs Roo, “ereny by 
can go to the heavenly sphere. When he hag a VOT he 
good fruits of hisactions and his merit has thus Ved th 
he then again falls to this material plane, Hed Nou 
attain to the Lord Himself and only Tecognises th Not 
of his actions to be entry to heaven. That is wh © uit 
souls are said to be from the Lord’s Vedic dete these 
are described the worldly and lawful souls, The, 
filled souls will be described in the next verse, i 


Verse6 


Grace -filled souls are created from the Divine Form 
and Sri Krishna who is omniscient, omnipotent ang 
merciful cherishes them. [6] 


Tika 
Grace -filled souls take shelter purely in the Divine Form 
of the Lord because they are created just to serve Him. 
Their creation is for this sole purpose and none other. 
They are free from any kind of anxiety because they 
have firm faith that the Lord will perfectly accomplish 
everything by His own wish. They know that the Lord 
pervades everything and is everywhere and that 
therefore anxiety is purposeless. They know He has 
created ing and is most merciful, that He has 
greatly blessed those who are His devotees and will 
continue to bless them. In this way they meditate vP°™ 
Him knowing Him to be uniquely powerful ané 
glorious. Brahma, Siva, Indra and other demigods 
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to Sri Krishna who is omnipotent. Sri Gusainji has 
written in his "Vignapti” treatise:” Doubtless the power 
to do, not do or do otherwise appears only in Sri 
Krishna.” Know therefore that Sri Krishna alone can do, 
not do or do otherwise and thata Grace-filled soul thus 
renounces all anxiety about his worldly and scriptural 
obligations. Indeed, the Lord can and will achieve 
anything He wishes independently 

{note to tika 6; examples of these three tyy 
Lordsactions are found in the pastimes of —1 
Sudama, 2Jnot saving Durvasa and3]cont 
liberating Ajamila. }[6) 


‘pes of the 
juplifting 
rraversially 


Verse 7 
Ifa devoted soul, due to their own nature, is unable to 
dissipate the undesirable from themself then the Com- 
passionate Lord will do it for them. 
[translators note to verse 7; 
will remove whatever is no} 
situations, attitudes, 


out of His compassion He 
t good for their devotion- 
relationships etc, ][7] 


Tika 


Sti Krishna, being most compassionate,is the remover 
of all things unfavourable and 
His 


statement indicates that 
allotted each and every being a i 
His Grace is Tare. In the 9th ca; 
Bhagavatam the Lord SaY8 to Durvasa. ee Sri 
dent upon my good d 


levotees who Ve aM dene! 
heartand are very dear to me.” This He 


2 Hed soyy, 
ous due to their lack of eae 
es of even minj Unfavounpe 
Circumstances, Only Sri Krishna Himself has 


to remove this negative nature and attitude 


from hi 

devotees. [7] Ks 
Verses 

Because the embodied soul does n 


Tika 
i i for He 
Lord knows what is good for His devotees 

sperenaras and powerful enough to Fey 
disadvantage and doesso, Did not Sri Narasimha ee 
the great suffering that Hiranyakashyapa ape 
Prahladji? Of course He knew, but He did es He 
i i Bis es ile pa His Hevotes tote fi 

much torture from Hiranyakashyapa, when Prahla 
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ief, the devotee should never abandon his faith inthe 
ford and trust that He will shower His Grace aes 
remove all sorrow. The embodied soul should recognize 
their lack of ability to distinguish between good and 
bad and consider” [am a devotee of the Lord but tend 
to take shelter elsewhere and worry about worldly and 
scriptural obligations. Whatever the Lord does to me is 
formy own good.I have many selfish faults and the Lord 
will rid me of these. If He Punishes me in any 
circumstance then it is Great Graceand itis only because 
Lam too foolish to realise this that I suffer in any way at 
all.” [8] 


Verses 9/10 
It is easily possible for an embodied sou gripped by 
ignorance and of limited understanding to become 
confused. A child might grab a poisonous snake not 
knowing that it is not an enjoyable plaything. 
Similarly, an embodied soul might consider this 
material world to be the source of happiness. Just as 
the loving father would forcefully remove the snake so 


Sri Krishna forcefully removes the devotee from this 
delusion, [9/10] 


Tika 

The embodied soul, being gri by ignorance and 
mentally confused, is Pee knowing the 
Lord's Form Even though the confusion may be 
‘minimal, the embodied soul can still not get over the 
ignorance of "I, Me and Mi . That soul may know 
that its body is very ry 


it Considers thig sass 
life to be the Source of atoms 
Will release You fre 
tell you how|9} 
Even though 
life to be the Source of happiness the 
delusion in His de Palo 
their mind is fixe 
if their ming is 
their mind from 
erroneously att 
May thus have to endure m, 
does not relent Or let their 
For example—an innoce: 
Poisonous snake as a Playthin, 
bite. The Parents who care 
grabbing the snake 


Ody, its 


MNembodie, 


‘Aking aw, 
'd to then), 
N anything, else 
ached. Due to itsigy 


graces them by cuttin, 
ment to the world by 
happiness there. [10] 
Verse 11 . 
ild is stopped from picking up the snal : 
toed Petar lei Tf a soul is Srna a3 
fucka to the material world then,when a at 
sessions, it suffers grief. However, pie il 
is nd so breaks that selfish atta bls 
fers ten possessions increase and by remo’ 
sentes they already have. [11] 


~~ _ a 


akes the snakeaway 
ise 


Tika 
child, t he 


lI 
ike to atten’ 
ses dand marry the man she chose, 
k very beautiful to please 

took retook as beatiful aS 


Thave given you my 

infatuation, did not un 

words, He proceeded to the marriage arena, but Sri 
‘Thakurji had given him the crooked face of an ugly old 
monkey! Naradji, in his lustful ignorance, thought he 
was as lovely as the Lord and presented himself again 
teers: pane au the people present were 
2 crooked-faced 

infatuated Naradii did not know a 


SNtks} 
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p form of a king and we, 
Himsel Cae garlanded Flim to mann. ®t 
sears took her away. Naradaji way fe 
ani inted but then someone told him to look j ty 
ee he saw his ugly monkey face he becg, 
very angry with the Lord for making sucha Public 
of him. The Lord explained His purpose to Nara dj 
who then understood. Naradji Was a great ascetic, hy 
then Cupid, together with his entourage of spring, the 
fragrant breeze and celestial maidens etc, attacked hin 
inorder to break his vows. Naradji was not swayed and 
Cupid was defeated but then Naradji became ye 
proud of his victory and it was then that the Lord 
removed his pride. Similarly the Lord removes worldly 
attachment from His devotees. [11] 


Verse 12 
In the debate between the Earth and Sri Shesha, the 
latter called Sri Krishna “the enemy of samsara[worldly 
impolvement]” Just thinking of Him can destroy the 
devotees attachment to such mundane matters. [12] 


Tika 


Lords Form itself can release the embodied soul 
from its worldly attachment and so can His Name. 
When the Gopis saw Sri Krishnas lovely Form curved 
in three places, they left their world, the scriptures, 
husband, and home to worship Him. Similar!, 
Hibs Lerds name alone Ajamila and others were 
Lord ane gr 2st Who mould their world to serving the 
dalliee grat Te0ved from worldly illusion. The Lord 
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involve-ment and come to me then this is good” This is 
the Lords opinion and it is thus stated in the debate 
between Dharani [the earth] and Shesha. Shesha says’ 
Sri Krishna is the enemy of worldly grief and removes 
worldly attachment from His devotees. Sri Krishnas 
Form,Nameand Pastimes easily keep the devotees away 
from worldly involvement and this is for their best 
benefit.” [12] 


Versel3 


Because of confusion we consider the temporary mate- 
rial plane as supreme, which causes us to forget Sri 
Krishna, So, how would Sri Hari allow this situation 
to become permanent? [13] 


Tika 
The embodied soul has spent many lifetimes with this 
mistaken identity in its heart. In the Bramha Sambandha 
prayer{the main prayer of the Path of Grace wherein 
we establish a relationship with the Lord and surrender 
absolutely everything to Him] it is stated that this 
delusion has been shading the embodied souls heart 
since time immemorial and in this ignorance ithas been 
forgetting Krishna and considering the material plane 
tobe superior. Whilstin this realm of thought they give 
el enone totheir relatives and the fluctuations 
een joy and grief. So, wl i Kri: 
eats epee es ‘hy would Sri Krishna 
Here it is said” Sri Krishna removes all sorrow. 
When. the sun is present how can darkness prevail? Sri 
Krishna is the sun to bring light to the darkness of 


ae 


bg Shih, 
The embodied soul thinks” Iwill gain joy in 
spateval world {ill perform certain acs to pln 
material family and [ will then also be happy” ny 
The Lord thinks” I will disengage their ming ¢, 
this material plane and make them take shelter in ‘ 2 
and He thus dissolves their attachment to siortie 
involvement. [13] ly 
Versesi4 


The true devotee should cherish the Lord Sri Krishnas 
glories within their heart, For the Lords acceptance jg 
permanent; be certain of this!!! [14] 
Tika 

In this manner the true devotees within the Path of 
Grace should have this certainty in their minds that the 
Lord protects His own accepted souls, so what if there 
arises some difficult situation?! [Not just superficially 
saying ,” whatever the ‘Lord pleases to do is for our own 
best benefit” and then still suffering sadness] The Lord 
does discipline His beloved devotees just as a husband 
may discipline his wife if she misbehaves[and vice- 
vyersalin order to re-establish correct conduct. The Lord 
disciplines His devotees in order to remove their faults. 

Sri Gusainji has stated in his” Vignapti “treatise,” 
If you must punish us then do so, knowing us to be 
‘Your own. We accept this for we know that whenever 
and wherever You do so,You will do it knowing we 
belong to You”.So, when, OLord,You discipline us who 
belong to You, we regard it purely as Your Grace and 
are happy. So, whatever mistakes we make please 


[It 
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fer, Blaming the Lord is un- 
te ‘Therefore know, with 
that the Lord protects 


You give us grie 
eae in this Path of Grace. 
your mind, speech: and behaviour, 
His dearest devotees. [14] 


Versel5 
il the Grace - 
Sri Vallabhacarya has described the lot of 
filled soul;” Sri Krishna does not grant His devotees a 
comfortable position either in the worldly or the scrip- 
tural path” [15] 


Tika 
If the Lord is the protector of the devotees then why 
would He let them suffer grief? Why doesn’t He just let 
them be happy in this world and the next? To explain 
this it is said-” An embodied soul is by nature impure. 
If it experienced happiness in this world it would get 
attached to it and ifitbecame happy through scriptural 
rituals it would get attached to them also. Then the heart 
would lose its total surrender to the Lord and the 
devotee would thus be degraded. For this reason our 
Dear Lord does not allow them perfection in worldly 
and scriptural matters and they thus lose their 
attachment thereto. They then take full shelter in Sri 
Krishna alone. In his “Sri Subodhiniji “and “Nibandha” 
treatises Sri Vallabhacharya has stated” An embodied 
soul may be of priestly, warrior, merchant or labourer 
caste, or a woman. With whatever identity they come 
to the Lord , He breaks their ties to the worldly and 


Scriptural e 
*Navarings [he Mine hey them as His own. In his 


He 


ac) Ma 


To know this and to surrender to Srj Krish 
ultimate spiritual principle. [15] Shha iy 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 6 


LETTER: 7-17 Verses] 


“RENOUNCING THE WORLD BND, THE 
LAWFUL 


Translators introduction- 


‘This letter addresses the very crucial subject of how to 
balance ones devotional and worldly lives. This balance 
evolves from faith, surrender and trust in the Lords will. 


= Se E on MATTER 3 
ESTABLISHING 4 HOUSEHOLD 5 reeeRODL : 
SERVICE To THE ON 
ie © OBsTRY 
SEVA-HOW To DEAL CT YOUR i 
FOCUS ON THE LoRng me 
LOVE FOR THE LORDs py TIONAL 
LUSTIS AN OBsTACT s SERVI, REASURE : 
PRIDE IN PRACTICE 
“| 
PROTECT YOUR SEV 
PURPOSE OF 
SATSANG CLEANSES Typ 
A EPEAT AND 6 
SEVAISGRACE 
HARI HIMSELF PROTECTS You : 
SRI KRISHNA Dy 


inthe company ‘of accomp* 


, ising the 
vial eacatt this letter tells us how 
is 
Verse 1 er 
if i ne Lord of Gokul 1! 
ould faith [ly meditate ont : 
pene of ci devotees who are free from faults 
and anxieties. 
Tika 


Why is this kind of remembrance recommended for 
devotees on this Path of Grace? The Lord is the 
“Protector of the cows” because they have no pride of 
practice and in this very same way the Lord of Gokul 
becomes compassionate to and blesses those souls who 
remember and worship Him without being reliant on 
or proud of their practice. When this kind of divine 
sentimentarises and is expressed in their remembrance 


envy and worldly 
is only by keeping 
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reat Circle Dance]. The GCopis were pla F 
eahee and became proud of this Boey 18 With Sy 
that place with the one Gopi who had Not becom, Ma lay 
‘Even then these Vraja Devotees did not real Pu { 
pride and began to cast aspersions upon Spi x... 
blaming Him for deserting them. Then they al} 
search for Him. 

Then even that one chosen Gopi became 
Her position and He deserted Her too. The other Cop, 
who were searching for Sri Krishna arrived there a 
found Her.”O, He left you too?” they asked, That nd 
then became aware of Her mistake and said | mee 
proud, that’s why our Lord disappeared.” Hearing this 
all the Gopis were enlightened and realized their 
mistake and knew then that Sri Krishna left them 

because of their pride. 

Sri Vallabhacharyaji has described all of this in his 

Sri Subodhinjji and this is why it is stated here that 

without the association of an accomplished devotee 

one’s impurities and anxieties will not be removed. 

‘Therefore, remember your Lord in the company of such 

a devotee. Sri Acharyaji has stated in his treatise 

”"Navaratna” | Nine Jewels] treatise; Remember your 

surrender to Sri Krishna in the company of accomp- 

lished devotees.” [1] 


na, 
Went to 


Proud of 


Verse 2 
Donot let your mind become absorbed in worldly mat- 
ters which destroy your divine sentiment for the Lord, 
Rest assured that Sri Hari will Himself take care of your 
worldly and scriptural situations. [2] 
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Tika : 

attitude to divinely connecte 
ite span isan obstruction to your divine 
mates. Seward the Lords pastimes, Sri Vallabhs 
gs re devotees, Service paraphernalia, Vraja, Sri 
tneaBe Pi - Ciriraji, the trees and vines of Vraja, the 
chanting His Name or the 


jety for worldly and seri 


a fe your 
is focus on 
Biel deal with your worldly life. Sri Vallabh’s lineage 
may be involved in worldly and religious acts only to 
instruct the pure devotees not to be concerned with such 
matters because they will deal with them on their behalf 
and then devotees in the Lord’s service may therefore 
feel free to happily apply themselves to service alone, 
confident that the Lord Himself will accomplish their 
worldly and scriptural duties. [2] 

Verse3 
We live now in a very challenging time, so keep your 
consciousness focused on the Lord’s Lotus Feet in any 
and every way that you can. [3] 


Tika 
This Age of Kalilpresent age of 
tei fan everyting we en and corrup- 
be unfavourable. To find eres 


48 7 
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their own selfish ends.You may find yw 
be good company and worthy actions et Peay 
they are filled with endless selfish Worldly ae ier, 
can never lead to a good result;this ig the «itd 
association you will come across in this © Sort of 
Therefore, to your best ability and with your tom age, 
focus your consciousness on your Lords Feet 
Dont go out to meet lots of people in your aes alo, 
increase your love for the Lord because thi. pa to 
inyour falling from the true Path.Protect vice Tesult 
and faith you have for Him and simply k cep pat 
surrendered at His Lotus Feet,[3] Mind 


Verse 4 


Absorb your mind into your divine service, You area 
servant of the Lord so establish a household by remay- 
rying to someone who will help you to make ‘Dery nice 
service.[4] 

Tika 
Establish your mind in the Lord’s service and gatherall 
the things together that you need for that service, Keep 
those items conducive to service and rid your self of 
those things that are not. The position of a house- holder 
is for the Lord’s service alone;so marry solely for that 
purpose. Service to your Dear Lord can be difficult if 
you are not in a partnership so marry with the comet 
intention. In the 9th canto of the Srimad Bhar 
the Lord says to Durvasa~" feeling sated throug! 
devotion they do not desire even the 4 types of Mg 
beatitude, beginning with Salokya [residence ae - 
same heaven with the Lord, [the other 3 types > 
Samipya, close proximity with the Lordy sarupy' 
similarity of form with the Lord and Sayujy ® 


_ 
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matt rd], though attained through service 
oF Be ete then can they covet anything else 
bay a the position of Indra, lord of heaven] which is 
eal to ravages of time?” Arie 
‘Thusa true devotee has no interestin these 4 types 
liberation that can be attained through service to the 
Ce ly satisfied to simply render that service; 


butis fully 8 If 
la : the point of desiring anything that can be 


destroyed by time? [4] 
Verse 5 

is not appropriate for a dedicated devotee to allow 
Tails ier consumed by lust. If it happens 
however, you must make an effort to reverse the 
situation. [5] 

Tika 

A devotee should never approach a woman to fulfil their 
own lust. A true devotee of the Lord will have an 
intimate relationship to generate children for the sake 
of serving the Lord. In his “Nirodhalakshan” treatise 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji states;” desire a child beloved of 
Sri Krishna’which indicates that a devotee may choose 
to have a child who will be dear to the Lord. Thus you 
may have a relationship in order to curb lust which is 
an obstacle in your service to the Lord. [5] 


Verse 6 

In this Path of grace the means to reach Sri Krishna is 

your heartfelt loving sentiment towards Him and Sri 
hina Himself is the goal of thas love, At the start, 


Service to Sri Krishna is your practice but then it be- 
Comes its own reward! [6] 


Ny ) ee 


‘Translators introduction- 


This letter centres on trust; trusting Sri Krishna alone 
for perfection of both the worldly and spiritual sides of 
our life. This trust is nurtured by keeping the company 
of true devotees and by keeping it exclusive to Sri 
Krishna and none other at all times, 


EINSEVA 
a CATAKA ASEXAMPLES OF FAITH 


CER 
ES THE LORDS GRACE 
: 1S THE EMBODIMENT OF ALL POWER 
ey easiina PERPECTS BOTH THE WORLDLY 
‘AND SPIRITUAL REALMS 
WEAICNESS OF THE EMBODIED SOU!- 

WITHOUT SATSANGA 6/7/9/10/1. 
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INTRODUCTION 


‘The Sth letter shows how the Lord alone should be the 
object of ones focus both in worldly and spiritual 
contexts. One should never take refuge in any other 
form. Previously it has been stated that, whilst making 
ones divine service, one should be full of love and faith 
in order to attain perfection. 


Verse 1 
Sri Krishna, the Lord of Gokul, is the embodiment of 
all power on both the worldly and spiritual planes. Keep 
this understanding in your heart at all times [1] 


Tika 

Constantly contemplate the Lord of Gokul in your heart. 
Anxiety is an obstacle in your service. One worry may 
be;” Lam serving the Lord, how will I survive in this 
world?” Another worry is;” How will my spiritual life 
be perfected?” Give up both of these anxieties, Trust 
that the Lord is fully capable of perfecting everything, 
Remember Him at all times with full faith for only He, 
the Lord of Gokul, can make your life perfect. [1] 


Verse 2 
Have faith and trust in Sri Krishna. He will bestow 


sreat blessings. If impurities appear know them to be 
your own, [2] 


Tika 
Have full and total faith firm 
Because if you truly have 
youare only able to 
will bring great bl 
perform many spiri 


'y established in your heart. 
Such firm faith then even if 
perform a few spiritual duties, they 
essings. On the other hand if you 
itual duties and actions without: such. 


7 only as a display for ot 
Fins ey no reward. eR See, they 
hairyashraya” [Wisdom, Persever, treatig. 
| Acharyaji Mahaprabhuji has salad ang 
example of the Brahmastra and the cata Lean, 
galackof faith init the brakmastra weapon at 
invincible] failed, and because Mh 
le faith of the cataka bird [Which eee 
water and waits for the raindrops from a cent 
ata certain time] that cloud releases its Wal be 
= inyour service make use of what is STanted to yo, i 
without any false sense of ownership” Wy 
There is an illustration of this in the story of 
the Ramayana. When Hanumanji went 
0 Lanka to search for Sitaji, he he laid waste to the 
" getden and killed many demons, and so Ravana sent 
Andrajitto kill him. Inrdajit tried many ways to capture 
Hanumanji but failed, so he launched the Brahmastra, 
‘Bralima’sown weapon, against him. Hanumanji, solely | 
inorderto show the respect deserved by this weapon, 
allowed himself to be tied by it. Indrajit then took him 
toRavana who said” Such a strong and heroic monkey 
he is, who has killed so many of my demon host, so 
fome he could get ensnared just by these fine | 
threads? Tie him up with iron chains” The chains were 


et overthe Brahmastra, whereby Ravana showed that 
ee complete faith in it. The ties of the 

. Mgr automatically fell away from 
chains, then increased his size, broke the iron 
ofthe brakes the whole of Lanka. Thus the power 

it. Wwas destroyed by this lack of faith in 
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‘The cataka bird has faith in only one particular drop 
of water- that which falls in the phase of the moon 
known as Svati. It doesnot drink any earthly water. 
Although the cloud which may release these drops may 
be classed as insentient, it still grants the cataka bird’s 
wish because of its unshakeable faith 

Therefore a Vaishnava must have complete faith. 
Lack of faith is a demonic quality. All rewards are 
Branted to one whose heart is full of firm faith. As a 
devotee you should always recall your own faults. 
Know yourself to be impure and realise you imper- 
fections. Ponder this fact 
wonder how the Lord will 
tainted. The very fact th 
imperfection is the Lord’s 
sung “O, Krishna, 
fallen souls ;” 

Know your im; 
then the Lord will 


grace!. One great devotee has 
iam the king, leader and lord of 


perfections and become humble and 
bless you. [2] 


Verse 3 


ence He will gray 
et the Lord of Vrain 
filled with longing throy, h 

gs the Lord to bless you" 
close toa fire so the Tora 
of the devotee’s intense ist ath 
ala shana” [Nirodha, bound 

jaryaji has stated” When the bel 4 
lictio of His own souls He becomes full y 
hen Hari, who is always joyful, manifeste 
directly before them.” From this Tene 
appears to those who experience thie 
nging Inthe Path of Grace intense longieg 
reach the Lord and also the reward a 
heartfelt separation receives the 


Verse 4 

fuge in or giving one’s loyalty to any other is 

obstacle and should be fearfully avoided. 

oment it can turn even the strong 
wy from Sri Krishna, [4] 

Tika 

ing pangs of separation from the Lord is 

and the reward. Taking refuge else 

(Si Krishna is a huge obstacle to this state. 

longing and the devotees righteous path. 
itIn the Harita Smriti it is stated” 

do take sight of another Lord, do 
food offerings or enter the temple © 

any of the 

pn’; having 


fuge in another Lord in 
re to known as “bahirmuk 


in his "Vignapti" treatise.” 

Sri Krishna, the Beloved of, 

whiff of any other connection would be. 
A devotee of the lord fosters no 
other. Renounce the company of tho 
away from Sri Krishna and Protect 

| for Him alone, [4] 


Keep your heart pure and always 


jany of true devotees, It is taught that 
help tous along the Path of devotion, 


Tika 
With a pure heart always remain 
accomplished devotees; then you will be 
turning your face away from Sri Krishi 
shelter in any other and you will 
feelings toward the Lord, Seek out 
the sake of meeting the Lord and 


devotees as a 
which your d 
bless you, 


In the first canto of the! 
Shaunakji has stated’ "Neither! 
Match a single seconds 
the Lord, so What to speak of 
fame and fortune?” 


HY, 


The reward of heaven ang 1; 
bring the joy felt in such good. tberation a 
In the eleventh canto of th vel "Ve. 


: he Sri 
the Lord Himself says to Uddhaya »mo Bhaga J 
sankhya nor righteousness, study, of AY va Yop 


benevolence such as di, in, S, a 
fasts, sacrifices, chanting Preven ing! Bit 
pilgrimage, or sacred observances gain me Places of 
as the company of true devotees Which a over asm 
end to all other attachments. Thanks to sw Pilsen 
of pure devotees the demonic sons of Dit 5 aSS0Ciatio 
birds, heavenly bards and nymphs, snake a u 
shifters, as well all classes of demi d $0, shape 

igods and demong 
attained to my Feet. Through Satsang alone and 
through any other Practice have numerous classes 
beings, otherwise not Naturally qualified to a 
So,reached the shelter of my Feet” 

So, seek the company of true devotees on the Path 
of grace with a pure heart, and with their support your 
devotion will be boosted. Just as in the account of 
Madhodas in the stories of the 84 Vaishnavas, who 
teached the level of devotion just by his association with 
Gadadharadas. [5] 


Verse 6 
The company of a pure devotee is very hard for me to 
find and so my consciousness lacks discipline and just 
naturally turns away from the Lord. [6] 


Tika 
Itis very difficult for me to find such an accomplished 
devotee. Not only is there this difficulty-but aso MY 
consciousness is not focused on practice, Teme 
the fostering of divine sentiment or any righted" 


shisha Pats 


bat ted and my mind turns away from the Lord. 
i 


two ways to please the Lord and get His 
Teng focusing pier mind on Him in the comy 
of other devotees and, a that is not possible,constantly 

i is divine pastimes. 

Ae His that Pate my mind won't fix on 
any practice and my heart is turning away from Him. 
Now what should I do?/Sri Harirayji humbles himself 
here for the sake of teaching the embodied souls][6] 


Verse7 


My heart is distressed because the devotees Bhagavan 
das and Brajapal have gone away from here for the sake 
of some work.{7] 


Tika ‘ 
Because those two great devotees Bhagavandas and 
Brajapal have had to go away for some work and i 


couldn't go with them I am very sad and missing their 
association.[7] 


Verse 8 


Although L am personally devoid of practice whatever 
T do have is there by their Grace alone, But that has 
also gone because of my lack of discipline, [3] 


Tika 
Those great souls have now gone away from me. 
From them I leat that, ift have love in my heart, then 
indeed their company, my service to the Lord, in fact 
Sverything is here in my home and has no reason to 
diminish. But I don’t have love in my heartand so have. 
come to this dilemma, No, | have no love in my heart 


jour. That good association is lackingmy mind is 


Shilsh, 
have the strength I would gai, 
if they would be pleased Sea 
worldly or scriptural success ang ] ¢-; 
s a house holder. Moreover | a faint 
jin my divine service according to hawemely 
which would be pleasing to the Lorg Sot of 
momel jam hopeless! [8] “90 at the 


Verse 9 


In this situation my only resort is to Sri Kyi, 
remover of all sorrows and so I remain witha the 
ety about this world or the next. [9] pasct 


Tika 
Jam devoid of any suitable practice or means and 
only way is to take shelter in Sri Hari. In his treatise 
*Vivekdhairyasraya” [Wisdom, Perseverance and 
Refugel Sri Acharyaji has stated” If your worldly and 
i ‘concerns cannot be perfected then always and 
__ inevery way take shelter in Sri Hari. Then everything 
willbe perfected. Therefore waste no anxiety here and 
= there, just take shelter in Sri Krishna. The Lord will 
eccept youand make you His own”. In his treatise “Sti 
Krsnasraya” [Refuge in Sri KrishnalSri Acharyaji has 
written” | entreat{take sole shelterJinSri Krishna who 
Uplifis the souls who surrender to Him alone.” 
The Lord will most certainly uplift those who 
@xclusively resort to Him, whether or not they at 
Capable of any practice. In the Srimad Bhagavadgita St 
Krishna Himself has stated “Leave all other forms ¢ 
i. religion and simply surrender unto me. 1 will most 
ee deliver you from all manner of sins S° do not 
=" MekeSri Krishna your sole refuge and remait 
unconcerned about this world or the next. [9] 


me, Cute 


Tika 


Iam so sad without the company of a p 
ever an embodied soul has the great 
one, even then their fate may not be | 
Lord's pastimes, His service or the . 
of Grace. Maybe even then those souls do not: 
good association and they may have to tak 
births and thus continue to suffer sepa 
Lord. tat 
With these words Sri Harirayji is 
statement that first, it is difficult for an em 
to find a pure devotee and then, even if, 
mind is not open enough to apprecial 
case perhaps that experience is not in their 
they still have to wander around for n 
suffering separation from the Lord. {10} 


Verse 11 7 
How much more can i write? Although the 
heart rests above my headlis co r 
ready to bless me] an ocean of anxiety 


my heart because of my confused and 
sciousness. [11] 


Tika 
1am overcome by anxiety when i 
Pehaviour of embodied souls, but o 
Write about this anxiety? For it fills 
ocean and how can that be 


sling 


4 eg 


wing it;if my mind were ca ; 
a trang aut it. [take strength Pals wo 
ES that is that the Lord of my heart rest, wtBl 
my head and He will give me peace of ming abo 
‘Acharyaji’S Grace. To save my soul the Beloveg 
alone can pacify the ocean of anxiety that fills a 
myer : 
in this way Sti Harirayji describes how ong 
jence heartfelt separation from the Lord 
thereby become absorbed in His love, and how nea 
Hise His Form through humility and surrender, 
Havingattained this realisation, how cana devotee 
gence the Lord’s Form which is comprised of pure 
nectar? The next letter tells us—{11] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER & 


Translators introduction- 


For 18 ) glorious verses the 


Krishnas amazing Form in 

stages of devotion-love, atte 
elaborated upon and thereafter we: 
of surrender toSri Acharyajis 

warn us about obstacles in our Path 
from them. 


“MUNDANE WORLD 
M ISIN THE GOPIS HEARTS 


OF OFFERING FOOD 
ENT AND ADDICTION 


IN AND NECKLACE 
PENDANT AND ABDOMEN 


SURRENDER TO SRI KRISHNA 
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INTRODUCTION 
r Jove, attachment and addicti 


in this th etter Io 
Lord are described in detail. In the 8th letter 

rience of the Lord comes a = 

umility, 


how the & 
This letter describes that experience. 
Verse 1 
O, when will my Beloved husband Sri Krishna 
me His face surrounded by dark curly locks and na ees 
with a peacock feather? (1 ] formed 
Tika 


able to see Sri Krishna, my husbandand 


When will I be 
es the title “husband” here in the 


Lord? [Sri Harirayji us 
ve forgotten their bodily 
t sentiment manifests due 


mood of the Gopis who hav 
identities and whose innermos! 
to their experience of intense separation. In the reflection 
of this mellow when Sri Acharyaji initiates us into this 
divine personal relationship wit h the Lord and we offer 

we establish our 


Tulsi leaves at His Lotus t, thereby v 
r husband]O, when will 


relationship with the Lord as ou: 

Sri Krishna grant us the vision of His true Form? What 

is this Sri Krishna like? He wears a crown decorated 
.¢ crown signifies 


with a bunch of peacock feathe! 
His sharing of the sweetest nectar of love with Sri 
Svaminiji, and when He puts it on know that He will 
soon grant His sight and the taste of His loving mellow: 
His dark curly locks fall sweetly on His Face; % when 
will I see this form of Sri Krishna? fi] 


ae 
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Verse 2 


ishna’s Form will now be described in detail up 
tl Joab and each verse Bole "0, when will I 
: nted the vision of this Form?”] , 
EE aGibas are shaped like a bow and are loaded with 
he rei of love, His Face is decorated with musk 
Fat and His eyes are wider than lotus petals. [2] 


Tika 


His bow-like eyebrows, His forehead marked with 
nectarean musk, His cheeks decorated with lotus 
designs; when will these arrows of His beauty penetrate 
my mind? And when will His two wide lotus petal eyes 
assuage the burning love in my heart? [2] 


Verse 3 


He is adorned with a pearl necklace and a lovely nose 
ring. His lips are full of nectar and His neck with three 
creases bears a most beautiful jewel, [3] 


Tika 
His nose ring with a dangling pearl looks extremely 
lovely. That pear! enhances its beauty so much as it 
dangles down and touches Sti Krishnas lovely red lips 
iust as if Sri Svaminiji is surrepticiously tasting their 
Nectar. The three lines at Sri Krishnas throat are the 
resting place of the three types of His devotees-saatvic, 
Tajasi and tamasi and those three lines enchant the three 
Worlds, His neck jewel is very becoming. O, when will 
Sti Krishna in such a Form show Himself to me? [3] 
[translators note to tika 3; here the text touches 
upon the subject of the three differing categories of 
devotees according to their natures[gunas]. In verse 5 
the categories are extended to nine as the three are 


i  —— Se 


Bey with each other. The supreme 4" 
mixed We known as ‘ninguna beyond aie 


Verse 4 
che Land firm, His chin bears q 


and He is wearing @ necklace of delicate 


Tika 
His cheeks are delightfully blooming. They are 
jbed in the Yugal GitalThe Gopis’ Song in Pairs of 
, 5B10, 95)" His face is pale like a ripening plum 
‘and His cheeks are soft” They also bear the marks of Sri 
«itis teeth, as if a parrot had pierced a ripe plum 
swithits beak. Thejewel on His chin i ike a small vessel 
to receive the nectar of Sri Svami jis lips which 
ws due to her exc ive love and is received by 
Sri Candravaliji. This chin jewel has been described in. 
the purport to the Madhurashtakam|Song of 
Sweetness]. His neck is ‘adorned with a necklace of tiny 
beads. O, when will Gri Krishna allow me the vision 


‘of this form? [4] 


Verse 5 
His chest is beautified by a curved tiger-claw pendant 
and His abdomen is worshipped by His long necklace 
of jewels and large pearls.[5] 


Tika 
eee pendant hangs on His ¢! 
and which “teed adorns Him in order to protect 
pressed ae the marks of Sri Svaminijis nails: 

is chest, A long necklace of large 


est with 


ae 
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and nine types of jewels known as the Vaijyanti necklace 
which symbolises all the 9 types of devotees Lh ee 
His neck to His belly, O, when will I see this 


Krishna? [5] 


Verse 6 


He is wearing a long, beautiful jewel- studded gold neck- 


lace that hangs in the centre of His chest, 16] 
Tika 


O, when will I see Sri Krishna wearing a most beautiful 
necklace of bejewelled gold and one of white gunja seeds 
which dangles from His chest to His knees and shows 
He is the husband of the 4th , Sri Svaminijis group of 


Gopis. [6] 


Verse 7 


His wrists are adorned with bejewelled bangles and His 
upper arms with wide bands of gold also set with pre~ 


cious stones. [7] 


Tika 


O, how | long to see Sri Krishna whose wrists bear 
bejewelled bangles and on whose arms shine beauteous 


armbands of stones set in gold. [7] 


Verse 8 


Marvellously lovely is His forest garland into which 
many varieties of flowers and bunches of Tulsi leaves 
are knotted. The cloth tied at His waist is of many ex- 


quisite colours and most beautiful. [8] 


that Sri Krishna wears j 
‘many different flowers es 


ae 7 
and thus js quite splendid. 
asthe Lord? 8] Has 


Verse 9 


Tika i 
‘on His belt calls the Gopis } 
erful Vraja pastimes. His 

it and are adorned with 
O, when will I see this 


Verse 10 
ike nails lights up the 3 


der of His golden 
| 


ike nails lights UP the 3 | 
tees Who 

es, above, below and on this ea! 

ly enters the heart of devotees 

s Feet of i 


Tika 
» of His moon- 
the hearts of the devo! 


jen 
id 
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Saatvic. Their hearts are enlighten soiby the DoE aaa of 
His nails, Sri Krishna wraps Himself in this gol See 
shawl to remind Himself of His Beloved Sri ae 
When this shawl softly sways with His movement 
emanates a gentle and fragrant breeze. [10] 


Verse 11 ’ 
Sri Krishna dances and as He does He moves His head in 
various ways, making His alligator earrings swing, 
whilst His bliss-filled eyes grant love's experience to His 
devotees, [11] 5 


Tika 
His alligator shaped earrings symbolise the Yoga of 
Emancipation. He wears them as He dances and this 
vision grants great bliss to the devotees who see Him, 
and they thus experience a great upsurge of love for Him. 
fi) 


Verse 12 
O, when will I behold Sri Krishna, sitting amongst the 
Gopis, intoxicated with their love, playing, so very de- 
voted to the Rasa dance? [12] 


Tika 
The Lord is surrounded by the Gopis. He is very skilled 
in granting them the experience of His love and 


simultaneously blesses each one of them individually, 
so clever is He. [12] 


Verse 13 
Most enchanting is His Form, curved in 3 places, as He 
holds His flute in both hands. In Sri Vrindavan this Form 


is the highest reward for His intimate devotees by whom 
He is surrounded. [13] 


Shiksha en 


Tika 
Bue ee plays the flute, holding » 
Bares. ‘This form 1s the highest et 

sa gn windavan and is eternally pre, of 
tion unded by His beloved Gy 


Heaney derful pastimes with them, Tgng 


this form. [13] 


Verse 14 
sound of HS tute enchants the pure-minded souls 
ol sys conscioustess to unconscious matter. Heay- 
ingit the cows stop chewing, the cud. [14] 
Tika 

‘The7 sweet notes of His flute charm the mind of all 
the devotees. The animals, birds and trees of Sri 
‘Vrindavan are also enchanted. Inanimate matter 

‘animate and animate beings are rendered 
“moti When birds and animals hear it they cease 
ll movement to enjoy the nectar of its sound. Trees 
‘nd mountains are stimulated to action and begin to 


poze nectar them-selves. [14] 


Verse 15 
‘When He plays His flute all the animals and birds be- 
come silent. The trees experience inner bliss and begin 
to expel nectar. [15] 


Tika 
oe ofthe flute, the animalsand birds 
2 er its nectar. They are sages of the 
“are pet head Sri Vrindavan forest. The trees 
nectar, When Gracesfilled pastimes and flow with 
9 accomplished devotees experience the 


EEE ee 
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Lords Form their bodies horripilate with bliss; ess 
trees in Sri Vrindavan are most highly qualifie 
devotees so when their are blissfully touched by the 
nectarean sounds of the Lord’s flute they themselves 
begin to ooze with nectar. [15] 


Verse 16 
The touch of Sri Krishnas Lotus Feet satisfies the burn- 
ing desire of the Land of Vraja. He loves to play on the 
banks and in the waters of the Sri Yamunaji river. [16] 


Tika 
By performing His nectarean pastimes there, Sri Krishna 
propitiates the burning desire of the Land of Vraja as 
well as that of all the creatures who live there, to see 
and feel Him. By the presence of His Lotus Feet even 
every bush, creeper and plant is relieved of their 
| anguish{to experience Him], Thus He makes it known 
that to whomsoever surrenders themself to the Land of 
Vraja, He will grant the assuaging of their fire of 
separation from Him. During the Great Circle Dance 
He dances with every devotee and begins to perspire. 
He wonders” where should I place this nectar of the 
perspiration generated by my dancing together with my 
devotees?” He decides that the Sri Yamunaji River is 
the perfect place for this nectar and so enters her waters 
along with those Gopis and there again plays with them 
and His Beloved Sri Svaminiji. O, when will be blessed 
with this vision of Sri Krishna who grants His nectar to 


Sri Yamunaji by playing in Her waters to refresh 
Himself?(16] 


Verse 17 

Krishna and His entire devotees, His 

anions, are filled with the nectar of bliss 4, 
tHe reveals the knowledge of how bend 

is devotees may always have ee 


Both Sri 


Tika 

O, when will I be blessed with the sight of my Lorg 
Krishna who grants the reward of His ny Sti 
love,who is nectarean in essence and who allows His 
dearest Gopis the experience of this Form,His 
innermost love. This nectarean experience increases 
from moment to moment and manifests in the Gopis’ 
ever-increasing Love. 117] 

Verse 18 
s those devotes who pine in separa- 
h the simultaneous experience of ev- 
es.His Bliss-Form reigns in 


Sri Krishna blesse: 
tion from Him wit! 
ery single one of His pastim 
the Gopis’ hearts.[18] 

Tika 
When you pine for the nectarean love-filled Form of 
the Lord with a pure heart then He will bless you with 
a direct experience of His most intimate pastimes, 
especially when, day and night, you feel intense longing 
for Him alone.Sri Krishnas closest Beloved is Sti 
Svaminiji who embodies this mood of separation and 
is present in His every movement. Sri Krishnas bli 
Form comprising all of His act is present in 
Gopis’ hearts. For this experience is nectarean and nectar 
requires a vessel. Sri Krishna is the mani-festation 
the nectar of bliss and the Gopis’ hearts are the v! 


. 


—_— 
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othe Lord, recalled in separation, has His resting place 
there only. [18] 
Verse 19 


i manner cherish in your heart the desire to 
papel of Sri Krishna. This, then, is your estab- 
fished loving sentiment which easily removes all other 
attachments. [19] 


Tika 


n your mind is constantly engaged with this desire 
we pa Krishna then your heart will focus on and be 
filled with that vision. It has been said to me “the Lord 
resides in your heart and you have placed Him there 
through your meditation”, but I say” my heartis devoid 
of love and I will only be able to focus on His Form 
when I have love for Him. Iam affectionately attached 
to other things and that affection is difficult to 
renounce”. Again it has been said to me “your love is 
visible for you can describe His Form, you long for the 
Lord and are attached to Him. You follow the ways of 


the Path of Grace,so what obstacles could there possibly 
be?” To that I reply —{19] 


Verse 20 


for Sri Krishna there ensues a solid 


attachment to Him which obstructs household and 


bodily activities and this attachment is known in the 


Path of Grace to create uneasiness in the worldly home, 
20) 


When you have love 


Tika 
Tam attached to my household and bodily activities and 
this is the obstru 


iction to my love for the Lord. The 


0, i 


4 oa 
thy 


ing of attachment to the home where 

relationship, worldly and scriptural consi dere sical 
lence is an obstacle in developing this ce 

Ve for 


the Lord. 

However, in this Path of Grace, attachment j 
highest Path; whenit is exclusively focused on th, 'S the 
how can the worldly home seem salubrious? If La 
so attached to your home then how can you Pi 
fully in the Path of Grace? ction 

Ifyou cherish divine longing for the Lord the 
can no longer happily persue worldly relationshipa tl 
activities or the scriptural path. [20] 


Verse 21 
From such attachment arises a burning desire for the 
Lord through which one forgets those artificial worldly 
affairs. This state wherein they can no longer disturb 
you is called addiction. 21) 


Tika 
The kind of attachment to the Lord described above 
brings His blessings upon you, whereby you expe 
heart and the feeling of 


rience a deep longing in your 
Him. So, how do you know 


when this feeling of separation occurs?; when you as 
ated to the Lord. 


able to detach from all activity unrel 
Then you become addicted to the Lord and cannot 
function without Him. A moments separation from f 

seems like an aeon. This addiction obliterates worldly 
ees and you remain fully engrossed in the Lord. 


painful separation from 
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Verse 22 z 
ion; ttachment and addic- 
.s of devotion; love ai ent 
Thee ie ple through any apecfie means and 
eave aificu Lt to achieve in this world even to servants 
si 
of the Lord. 222] 
Tika 
i i i it 
erfection of these 3 types of divine sentiment 
Hl ee is attained in mind, speech and action, then 
a devotee reaches that state of total surrender and the 
consciousness that there is no other way useful to 
attaining Him. This state of awareness is so difficult to 
achieve in this world but can be reached by one who 
endlessly, constantly and without deviation, makes 
divine service to Sri Krishna. [22] 


Verse 23 


Out of compassion Sri Krishna reveals His Lotus Face 
‘full of Loves Form, as Sri Acharyaji, who is then known 
to comprise all loving sentiment, The above-mentioned 
5 types of devotion can be achieved through proximity 
to Sri Acharyaji. When you know this you can attain 
that platform of Love. [23] 


Tika 
So, when and how can we reach this stage of perfect 
love? When Sri Acharyaji, whose Form is the Love-filled 
Lotus-Face of Sri Krishna, blesses you, then it will be 
So. How do we know when this has happened?; when 
We perceive and realise Sri Krishnas Form before us, 
full of love, and know that He is our husband and that: 
WE can gain close Proximity to Him by loving Him 
totally with our mind, speech and all our activities, (23) 


Lh hl 


Verse 24 << 
Sri Krishna is attainab . 


le thry th 

Grace and no other means. Therefore ower OF His 1 
ing duty isto surrender ourselves to s, ase con ite 
tus feet. [24] a Acharyaipate 

On 
Tika 
An embodied soul cannot attain 
Krishna's Form through any particu : 
happens through His Grace alone. 
ofthe PathofGrace and serve Hi 


lov 
cular na Sti 
So, follow the watt 
- im. lovingly with ays 
body, mind and wealth Surrender to tr lotus fae 
Sri Acharyaji, then he will bless you with a ia = of 
heart. Follow the Prescribed ways of service alow ae 
this surrender; these are the most important panda 
of this Path of Grace. [24] 

Verses 25/26 
Without a doubt the reward of this loving condition 
Cannot be received unless you serve Sri Krishna accord- 
ing to the principles of this Path, and surrender to Sri 
Acharyajis lotus feet. With this consideration Sri 
Gusniji, in his “8 verses in Praise of Sri Vallabh”, ad- 
dresses Sri Acharyaji thus—"You, my lord, are the Fire 
of Love of Sri Svaminiji and Sri Krishna.” 
Surrender to him is not perfected merely through words 
but by full faith in this Path of Grace as revealed by 
him. [25/26] 


Tika " feet 
Inthis way, ifyou surrender to Sri Acharyajis jon the 
and serve the Lord then you will be blessed Senn 
€xperience of total absorption into Love focuse a of 
on the Lord which, without a doubt, is the TeW 


7 es 
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this Path of Grace. Sri Gusainji has written in his “Sri 
Vallabhastakam" ”O, my Lord, fire-form ofthe Beloveds, 
asingle moment in your presence brings your blessing 
whereby we may experience the divine longing that! the 
Gopis felt to see Beloved Sri Krishnas Lotus Face. This 
is only appropriate; but what is surprising is that even 
after seeing the moon-like Form of His Lotus Face, the 
craving of the heart for this experience becomes even 
stronger.” est... 

So, take shelter and have faith in this Path of Grace 
through which you may experience the Lord’s divine 

stimes. 

Such shelter and faith will now be described—[25/ 

26) 


Verse 27 
Faith in the Path should not be based upon ones own 
limited knowledge but upon the nectarean teachings of 
your Guru which are not intellectual fantasies but based 
upon the principles of the Path of Grace. [27] 
Tika 

Tonurture full faith in the Path of Grace weneed tobe 
blessed by our Guru with knowledge of its principles 
as revealed by Sri Acharyaji in his “16 Treatises” and 
its lineage commentators. Following closely the Gurus 
nectarean words which come directly from these sources 
we should contemplate their innermost meaning, 
Accomplished devotees can help us to understand their 


pono and, when we do, our faith becomes steady. 
7 


| i 


Verse28 a 


Use the lineage commentaries and not 
pretation. Explanations should not YOUr ow, 


5 be 
‘one's own whim but in accordance "Mi 
: v but i ce ; i 
teaching enriched with firm dedica tion 1S a ret 
[es] Acharya 


Tika 

Do not interpret the Guru's teachings according t 
imaginings of your intellect but contemplite es 
Acharyaji’s explanations in the Sri Subodhiniji a Fe 
Nibandha..When Sri Acharyaji blesses you, you wi 
begin to understand. Such blessings are received when 
you surrender at his lotus feet. Therefore, make them 
your refuge, and study the inner meaning in Sri 
Subodhiniji and Nibandha. Then, with that in your 
heart, serve the Lord accordingly. [28] 


Verse29 


Devotees should thus learn from their Guru to fully sur- 
render to Sri Acharyaji. Then always worship the con- 
stantly Blissful Krishna. [29] 

Tika 
When a devotee gains and acts accordin, 
knowledge from their Guru then, doubtless, § 
to Sri Acharyaji can be attained. Sri Ache 
constantly full of bliss and, knowing this, one Sir 
take shelter in him. Any bliss gained through wo ge 
and Scriptural activities is temporary. YOU may € hey 
happy performing worldly sensual activities DU ei 
just lead to hellish degredation and any merit am 

may take you to heaven but that is ¢ tempo 

State of happiness and you have to return to this 


a 


g to the 
surrender 
ji is 


183 
Shiksha Patra 


i Iting in grief. Sri Acharyaji’s form 
Sina Toe aBIntaa bie a desea by Sri Gusainji 
ae rvottam treatise etc. Sri Acharyaji embodies 
ae is and nothing else, so lovingly worship him as 
pas at Is engaged in Sri Acaryaji’s Path of Grace 
Le ae to Sri Acaryaji and his teachings. Serve the 
ete But, what does it mean to worship 
a devotional love?[29] 


Verse 30 
By worshipping Sri Krishna's love-filled Form with 
heartfelt devotion, you achieve that love. So Sri 
Acharyaji has taught in his” Siddhantmuktavali” [Pearl 
Necklace Teachings];” the ultimate service to the Lord 


is when your heart and consciousness are fully absorbed 
into Him.” [30] 


Tika 


and consciousness wi’ 
has stated in his 


mind” And then-"In 
devotees employ their bodies 
When your consciousness is one- 
Pointed toward the Lord, that is service to Him..This 
State is achieved by service through your body and 
Wealth. Just asa river flows continuously day and night, 
So, when your heart and mind are exclusively focused 


TY) 7 oe aeneenae — tts 


1s de, m, 
How would you be able to Teco ore 
has reached this stage? —{39] 


Of 


ORhizg it 


Verse 31 
condition the mundane World muse be 
Sri Krishna consciousness cans te 
without this, [31] a 


Tika 
and absorb yourself into your service throu, 
‘wealth and the mundane world ai 


dy and 
how can I expect to 
of consciousness?” 
1 will now enumerate the obstacles to this 


‘condition—. [31] 


Verse 32 
Obstructions to this devotional propensity are unruly 
senses sensual pleasures, worldly attitude of mind, it- 
anxiety and petty enjoyment. [32] 


, ; 


ards them. bia 
eer gute 
worst, At ttitude sets in youmay think Ae house 
rriswortdly attr but I've got things to doin 5 
Then you become ania ae 
dees) jessly. Ther 
do it in a hurry poe and 
es this mm i 
Sri Thakur) ; vay; your min 


towa 
activity an 
and more ¢ 
wealth becomes impossible 

i ing, drinking an 
enjoy eating, ¢ : 
Viecious circle, takes you back into the w 


In his treatise “Sevaphalam” [the Rewards of 
Service] Sri Acharyaji has taught” Anxiety, obstructions 
and worldy enjoyment are the 3 things that hinder 
‘ceva’, When the mind and sensesare attached to sensual 
activity then follow anxiety, obstruction and worldly 
enjoyment and only your worldly mind-set remains. 
You may ask-;” if I’m making my service to the Lord 
how is it possible for my senses to get attached to such 
enjoyment?” The answer follows—[32] 


= Verse 33 
oe partaking of food earnt dishonestly which is im- 
fe or not offered to the Lord as well as keeping bad 


company obstry e 
ral sy) struct the development of loving conscious- 
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F Tika 
ges attached f0 the objects of the Senses fay 
awing reasons? 
z earnt by a corrupted person, ear 
ay, eating food not first offered, 
company of those who are to 
f these completely obstruct you, 


food is a huge obstruction to your 
In the Padmapurana it is stated "eatj 
% an unrighteous devotee of bad chara 
‘food Pee prreenctiored tothe Lord is as bad as cat 
meat. If you selfishly eat without first offering to, 
theLordofall, your ancestors go to hell for many years", 
This statement teaches that, as a striving devotee, 
nevereat foodstuffs from an impure source 
anon-devotee or sinful being with dirty habits, 
ting food without first offering it to the Lord is as 
aseating dogmeat because it leads to uncontrolled 
‘and viliation of the mind which leads you into 
ungodly habits and total hellish degre-dation of yourself 
and your lineage. Foodstuffs offered to your ancestors 
‘must first have been dedicated to the Lord and thus 
become His Blessed remnants [prasad] 
Inthe Kurmapurana it is stated “If you go against 
your tue human duty and sustain your life by eating 
} and drinking without first offering it to Sri Krishna then 
that food is equal fo dogs faeces and that water's equal 
ioliquor.” Therefore, never cat without first offeringthe 
ipaeaiio SriKrishna or you will face huge obstacles 
{your service attitude through impure and uno 
eee S and bad company, and you will fall away 
Your righteous path: Your consciousness relates 


hig Oe 
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to selfish sensual activity and this state te a 
prevails, taking you further away ym yo 
relationship with the Divine. Therefore a striving 
devotee should always strictly avoid these three things. 
[33] 


Verse 34 : 
So, give up bad association and take shelter in Sri 
Vallabhacharyaji. Adhere to the Path thus gaining prox- 
imity to devotees and your teacher. Renounce worldly 
desire, always be satisfied and joyous and thus adore 
and serve the ever-blissful Lord Krishna. [34/35] 


Tika 

Give up bad company that is the source of bad qualities. 
If not your wisdom will falter and you might eat 
onoffered food which can distract you from your one- 
pointed dedication to the Lord. Take shelter in Sri 
Mahaprabhji’s lotus feet, associate with devotees on this 
Path of Grace and follow the ways by adhering to your 
teacher's guidance. ‘These five things should be lovingly 
performed by a genuine devotee; 

1] leave bad association 

2] resort to Sri Acharyajis lotus feet, 

3] keep company of accomplished devotees 

4] follow sincerely the Path of Grace 

5] serve the Lord according to your Guru’s 
instructions [34] 

You can be successful in all of these 
Tenouncing selfish se 
written in his 


endeavours by 
sensual activity. Sri Acharyaji has 
Sanyasnirnay” (Conclusions on 
Renunciation] treatise;” Know that Sri Hari will never 
enter the heart of a person whose body is overcome with 
Worldly desire. If your heart is full of desire and your 


Shikhg 


th lust how can you expect to 


Love consciousness? 


the Lord grants you.Reno 
about those things and thus als 
rnentmenteadst0 bls you do no al 
anxiety then you can access the realm of dj 

re Sri Acharyaji has stat 

tna’ [the Nine Jewels] treatise; "Those in 
surrendered their lives to the Lord shows 
aboutanything:” a 

‘The Lord's devotee need never wo} for 
7 constant bliss and the cleats ae 
ae ys serving Sri Krishna and the Gopis in Sp 

rindavana.(35] 


i ‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 9 


LETTER : 10- [8 Verses] 
THOUGHTS ON THE REWARD” 


Translators introduction- 


This letter takes a close look at seemingly distressing 
situations that can arise in a devotees life and explains 
them all to be the Lords Grace. Thus this letter is very 
essential in the adjustment of our daily life to the service 
of the Lord. 


BE 


a 
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INTRODUCTION 


is letter teaches us never to blame the Lord for 
ee but to take refuge in Him always and to 
nave total faith and patience just like the Chataka bird. 
It describes how the Lord always does what is best for 
us. The previous letter described how we should 
renounce sense-gratification, be satisfied with whatever 
comes our way and serve the Lord with a pure heart. 
‘Then we might be blessed with the experience of the 
fruit of our service which will happen when and how 
the Lord deems fit. An embodied soul is not qualified 
to interpret the Lords intentions. This letter will des- 
cribe how and with what the Lord might bless you, 


Verse 1 
Who can know what Sri Krishna has planned for His 
dear devotees? However, with His Grace, it can be un- 
derstood that He grants us a deep longing to see and 
serve Him, with the purpose of perfecting our bliss [1] 
Tika 

Even the Vedas are incapable of interpreting Sri Krishnas. 
intentions and can only state what it is not! Although 
the Vedas are a part of the Lord and appeared from His 
breath, even so they do not know His divine plan. So 
what could I possibly know about it? Nevertheless, by 
the grace of Sri Acharyaji, I will state a few of his 
opinions, 

The Vedas sing the praises of the Lord, telling of 
Divinity and Greatness. I am but Sri Krishnas 
humble servant, by His great blessing. His Formis pure 
Bliss and when He decides to shower that bliss upon a 
Specific embodied soul within the Path of Grace then 


His 


_ 


: will catch @ glimpse of Him. Whey 
nna decides 


shower His Grace upon 
ae with love, there BR) One of 
«yo to see Him and their heart 
desire as they ask themselves ”O, when 
wa inat” TH Loneing OmPss the Prictigg 
a ;n¢ Him and singing His praises because 
the devotee cannot now tolerate living without Hig 
vision and becomes ak attached to the ways of the 
Love. 


a 


Verse2 
our attachment to the temporary mundane 
us worldly distress, and our, ‘false pride 
d by relatives, wealth and bodily 


realm by giving 
distress causes 


ailments. [2] 


Tika 
| be granted to us when we lose 
our attachment to worldly and bodily involvements. 
Therefore, know that worldly distress is a blessing that 
willremove our attachment to the mundane. Itis by Sri 
Krishnas Grace that the prideful attitude of personal 

rand importance is obliterated. Recognize, again, 
that itis also Sri Krishna’s Grace that pride in ourbody 
is destroyed through the experience of pain and frailty 
and that pride in our wealth is removed by its 


disappearance. [2] 


Sri Krishna's Grace will 


Verse 3 

He allows conflict with impious relatives to detach you 
from their association, makes you uncomfortable in oF 
tous you out of your own surroundings to give you 
ity and renders you devoid of all spiritual means 


>. 


= 
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to break your delusion that by certain practi ‘ai 
can obtain certain results. [3] ctices 


Tika 


When loneliness, lack of association with pure devo- 
tees, and conflict with or separation from mundane 
relatives make you realize that the only true Spiritual 
relationship is with the Lord and that you should direct 
all your affection towards Him alone, know this to be 
Sri Krishna's Grace. 

When your place of residence and those init Thome, 
family, friends] becomes uncomfortable then know that 
itis the Lords Grace working here to make you humble. 
Humility pleases the Lord. Sri Gusainji wrote in his 
“Vignapti” text;” Sri Acharyaji has stated in his 
Subodhiniji and other texts that humility is the best way 
to please the Lord.” 

When your nature becomes humble and your 
infatuation recedes then this is also by Sri Krishnas 
Grace. When you are no longer infatuated with your 
wife, children, husband, friend, house, wealth, body, 
this worldly realm or even heaven or anyone or 
anything apart from Him, this is His Grace. And itis by 
Sri Krishna’s Grace alone that the ways of the Path of 
Grace that will lead you to Him are facilitated[loving 
service, remembrance, singing His praises, repetition 
of His name, reading of texts and stories about Him|[3]) 


Verses4/5 


's or because we must experience the 
in previous births, the Lord delays 
He prevents our mundane and scriptural 
'm reaching perfection by giving stressful 
ns in our survival. Even though He gives us 


In order to test u 
effects of actions 
His blessings, 
Activities fro; 
complicatio 
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Pci He is the granter. of Bliss to th, 
eC as take the support of Sri Acharyayi and ei: 
to Sri Krishna never falters, [4/5] ho 


surrender 
Tika 


en this kind of mundane discomfort arises j¢ j 
; Krishnas Grace alone that our longing then fo, isby 
wurely on Him. In this situation our refuge nae 
Pur entered in Him before we may experience in 
Blissful Blessing There is not one single practice ie 
an embodied soul can make just by their own accor, a 
Gri Krishna Himself will perfect everything and grant 
the highest reward of this Grace-filled Path which is 
bliss. If it happens we should never think itis by 
ourown design but, solely through our total surrender 
atSri Acharyajis Jotus feet, we recognize it as the Lord’s 
Grace alone. Sri Acharyaji has written in his”Navaratna” 
[The Nine Jewels|treatise;” He is the Lord and Soul of 
alland will accomplish everything as He pleases.” Thus. 
‘our first duty is to surrender at Sri Acharyaji’s lotus feet 
and control our fickle mind so that it can understand 
and become firmly fixed in this principle. [4/5] 


Verse 6 
Sri Krishna’s Form is that of Pure Bliss and He will 
especially bless His devotees with such Joy. Therefore 
you should patiently yearn for Him, like the Chataka 
bird waits for raindrops from its autumn cloud. [( 


Tika 

paca Form is Pure Bliss and He is extremely 

is recta granting that Bliss to all creation. So, it 
eeerbropnate that He showers Bliss on those 

who serve Him. You can rely on Him 
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is devotees. Taking His namealone 

RonF the 12th canto of the Srimad 

perfects eve # Ghukdevji states;’ O, King Parikshit, 

Bhagavatam "gale is a storehouse of impurity but it 

this Age of stuBB eT at liberation can be achieved 
simply by the chains of a Krishnas name.’ 

Despite the evil Prop hment tothe 

F Jone can break ones attachment 
Krishnas name ¢ i ion to ones heart. 
dane realm and bring devotion : 
ayy reat devotee, Gadadhara das has written the 
Rlewine verse onthis theme. It is sung in the Vihagaro 
ee Take ‘exclusive refuge in Sri Krishnas Name, ud 

Any sinfulness in ones heart will shrivel and die. 

Sins are burnt up by fire, so what burden do you 
need to bear? 

Can you emancipate yourself by your own efforts? 

When Uddhava went to your village, hesoon learnt 
how to depend on your Name. 

And to surrender self and life to It. 

Forget about earning other merit, 

if you have not surrendered to Sri Haris Name. 

Gadadhardas says all other teaching of the 
scriptures are mere chatter.” 

This is how merciful Sri Krishnas Name is; for the 
Lord, in His compassion, grants great bliss to His 
devotee, what more can I say? As an example it is said 
that a servant of the Lord should have faith like the 
Chataka bird who exclusively contemplates that one and 
only cloud to drink its raindrops, and the cloud grants 
its wish. What to speak of Blissful Krishna who will 
accomplish everything through His compassion, [6] 


especially blessing 


Sta Py 


Verse 7 
wm counting your worldh 
ou wil cS ro exclusively on this eae 
of 


Tika 
sed you won't mind eating pj 
vane for a cure. 90° patiently tolerate aa 
ing to gain release from mundane existence, 
rief can arise from constant worry about 
d relationships, which makes 
ance wll arise when 


are disea: 


being a 
nae ‘but rather feel pangs of separation from their 
Dear Lord. Always meditate on the Lords fine qualities 

m faulty nature. Then the Lord 


and recognise your OW’ 
will feel merciful towards you and, as described in the 
“Njrodhalakshan” [Nirodha, Bound by Sri Hari] 


treatise” When the Beloved sees the divine affliction of 
His own souls Hebecomes full ‘of compassion. Then Sri 
Hari, Who is always joyful, manifests from their hearts 
ly before them.” When the Lord sees a devotees 
fering dueto such feelings of separation, He appears 
re that devotee.In the 5 chapters of the Srimad 
fhagavatam describing the RasaLila [Great Circle 
Dancelitis told how, when the Gopis felt proud of their 
eee disappeared from their sight. Then the Gopis 
ee ee pains at their separation from 
divine seer Ths Path of Grace emulates thos: 
ee cai iments of the devotees. In this way hearts 
Painat separation from Him secures Hi race: 


———— (TT 
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Therefore do not grieve for the world, rather, 
experience a craving to meet Him, the embodiment of 
Perfect Bliss. The example given is that a person 
suffering from a disease will willingly eat very bitter 
medicine in order to recover. So, when you understand 
that worldly emotions such as lust, anger, pride and 
envy are likea disease, in order to oust that disease you 
will take the bitter pill of patiently tolerating worldly 
afflictions and,instead, contemplate the Blissful Lord, 
Then you will gain His Grace and he will release you 
from all sadness. 

Therefore stop dwelling on the pains of the world 
and meditate on your separation from Him instead; this 
will please Him. [7] 


Verse 8 
Lord Sri Hari never acts against His own dear devo- 


tees. He is the true friend of everyone in the whole world 
so why not to His devotee? [8] 


Tika 

ItisSri Krishnas very nature to act always forthe benefit 
of His devotees. In the Mahabharat He selflessly proved 
Bhishma’s words to be true and then blessed himat the 
time of his death. Sri Krishnas father Sri Nandarayji 
performed a worship ceremony to the Gaddess Ambika 
thus betraying his faith in Sri Krishna, He was therefore 
swallowed by the Sudarshan serpent. When he subse- 
quently repented Sri Krishna blessed himand released 
him from that snakes clutches. | 

In this Path of Grace, ifthe Lord allows youtosuffer 
so that your innate bad qualities can be purified, then 
You should not grieve because the outcome will always 
be beneficial. The Lord is the Nourisher and Protector 


ee 


all surprising: 
He has always done 
‘to do so. Therefore, dey 


Ee 


sae ti 
devotees life from a pra of view. 
of Satsanga, devotional association, are sung. 


4 INDEX 
ABIDE WITH ACCo: DEV 
DUTIES OF A DEVOTEE, THEY anon 

CONSTANTLY RECALL gf Risin, 
AND HIS PASTIMES = 

-DEDICATE THEIR MIND 
SRIVALLABHS LoTus Be ins 

-DEVELOP HUMILITY 

“TINE FOR HIM, PARTICULARLY Wig us 
NOT DIRECTLY ENGAGED IN sERVicy 

-READ THESRIMAD BHAGAVATAM BS 

-RENOUNCE MUNDANE AND : 
SCRIPTURAL CONCERNS 

SERVE THE LORD ‘ 
-SING OF HIS PRAISES AND. PASTIMES 


PATH APPROVED IN SCRIPTURES 

SRI VALLABHS FEET AS SOURCE OF 
ALL DEVOTIONAL SENTIMENT 1 

VALUE OF SATSANGA 6 


— —_— 
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INTRODUCTION 


ty describes a devotees dutiesas being these 
ae Lords praises, Pining in His separation, 
Humility and Renunciation. Just previously we read 
how the Lord never allows harm to come to His 
devotees and always does what is beneficial for them, 
a that under no circumstance should a devotee give 
up this Path of Devotion. In this letter now follow 
instructions for a devotee's way of life. 


Versel 


Keep your mind and heart firmly and constantly ab- 
sorbed in Sri Vallabhacharyajis lotus feet for they are 
the source of all devotional sentiment. [1] 


Tika 
1 will now describe the marks of a true devotee of the 
Lord. At all times they establish their mind at Sri 
Acharyajis lotus feet which are the source of all divine 


sentiment. They takesole refuge in those feet and absorb 
their minds into them in thought, word and deed, [1] 


Verse 2 


Those whose hearts hold this strong conviction find full 
satisfaction through the dedication of their minds to 


his lotus feet but those who argue with and oppose this 

fact definitely succumb to an ungodly disposition. [2] 
Tika 

Those who do not have faith in or argue with the 

Principle that devotional fulfillment occurs when the 

Mind rests at the lotus feet of Sri Acharyaji are surely 

“ngodly. This Path is fully approved in the Vedas, 
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Srimad Bhagavad Gita and th ? 
eva so to deny this fact is impious, «  Srimag 
P Verse 3 | 
h in your heart the r 
‘Atal times cheris| emembrance 9 
Krishna the Supreme Godhead along with at of 
Sri mes. [3] of His 
Tika | 
SriKrishnaisthe ultimate Reward of devotion; His own 
Supreme Form is replete with pure nectar and full of 
Joving divine sentiment. Always remember Him thus, 
~ along with His pastimes and intimate devotees. This 
Jovefilled nectarean Lord constantly interacts withthe 
Gopis in various ways; establish Him, the highest 
manifestation of Godhead, in your heart. Your heart 
embraces that upon which you focus your mind. If you 
fill your mind with worldly thoughts then your heart 
will be just that; full of mundane concerns. If you fill it 
with His remembrance, He and His divine pastimes and 
entourage will establish themselves therein. [3] 


Verse 4 
A devotee with purified vision will live by praising the 
Lord,pining for Him, being humble and fully renounced, 
and having no attachment to worldly and scriptural 
considerations, [4] 
: Tika 

Sing of the Lords pastimes, suffer pangs of sep’ 
from Him,develop humility and by so doing ren 
mundane and scriptural concerns. Cultivate these four 
modes of action for sure. By singing His praises all your 
inherent impurities will be reduced to ashes, your ® 


aration 
ounce 
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will be purified, you will become. aware oy ie: faults 
and thereby recognize your insignia ee 
magnificence, In this humble state you 77 

that youare notreally performing any P! 
to Him, and are unwo) e en 
of your personal incapability leads to genuine humility 
and nothing, NOTHING, except the Lord can give you 
any pleasure or satisfaction, then you will lose your 
foolish attachment to mundane and scriptural rituals. 
So, cultivate these four ways; knowing them to be the 
means and also the fruit of this Path/State of grace [4] 


Verse5 

Singing His praises will arise in your heart when you 
read and reflect upon the Srimad Bhagavatam. Then 
intense longing to experience Him directly and sadness 
until you do [in the way that He would directly com= 
municate with the pure devotees as told in the accounts 
of their lives in the ‘84 and 252 Vaishnavas’] will arise 
when you serve Him. That humility which invites His 
Grace will arise when you humbly aspire to such hu- 
mility. True detachment from everything else will arise 
in the heart when you experience the agony of separa~ 
tion from Him [as described in Sri Acharyajis “Sanyas- 
nirnay” [Conclusions on Renunciation] treatise. [5] 


Tika 

But whatis the perfection of these four traits? Regarded 
asa means, singing His praises removes your impurities; 
seen as a divine reward, you will attain His direct Si 

In the Venugit [Song of the Flute] and the Yugalgit 
[Gopis’ Song in Pairs of Verses] the Gopis only way of 
life is to hymn the Lord. Vaishnavas should also do this 
when not engaged in His service, waiting out the time 


Shiksha 


ext serve Him and pining for tha 
at the humble realisation i 
‘means tO reach Him. However much 
em they still consider that they have y, 
Pre appropriate service and they become a 
‘When such humility arises in the heart then 


sul 
develops from items and circum-stan, 
related to their material existence and the 
tion from Him. This is the highest possible 
d because thereafter they experience all of Hig 
5 pastes and in this circumstance all the above foyy 
aspects of devotional life are perfected. [5] 


Verse 6 
its are perfected there remains no 
thing. The source of all of this at- 
‘ociation and without it, 


When these four tra’ 
further desire for ay 
‘tainment is Poapiiked assi 
nothing will be gained. [6] 
| Tika 
When the four traits described above are perfected then 
there remains no desire for any other practice. So, first 
ofall, praise the Lord, serve Him, experience separation 
from Him with humility and renounce everything else 
with detachment. These constitute the fruit of all 
practices and so any other preference disappears. These 
four are attained through the association of accom- 
plished devotees which is the basis of all of them. 

_ Sri Shaunakji has stated in the 1st canto of the 
Srimad Bhagavatam” Neither heaven nor liberation can 
Ce moment spent with a devotee of the Lord, $0 
eal speak of any human aspiration like kingship 
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ao 
In the 11th canto Sei Krishna tells Uddhava® — 
iiscourse 12, 1-7] es , : 
sevens Yogalconsisting of 8 le ee 
the Yoga Sutras of PatanjaliJnor Sankhyalkno 
the distinctive character of the different See 
discussed inthe Sanka system of philosophy] nos 
i [consisting of nonviolence, benevol M 
righteousness [consisting of n J}, 
etc scriptural study lor chanting of the Vedas] ey 
and renunciation nor pouring oblations into h sacred " 
fire and works of public utility [such as the digging a 
wells and tanks and the laying out of gardensinor 
bestowal of gifts, observing fasts, worship of gods, 
muttering secret spells, resorting to holy waters and 
places of pilgrimage, undertaking sacred observances 
[such as purity of body and mind] and the 5 forms of 
self-abnegation{non-violence etc.] gain Me over as does 
Satsanga capture Me. For satsanga actually putsan end 
to all other attachments. Thanks to the fellowship of 
saints, a number of Daityas [the sons of Diti] Rakshas 
[demons] birds and deer, Gandharvas and Apsaras, 
Nagas, Siddhas, Caranas and Guhyakas, [Yakshas], 
Vidhyadharas, and, among human beings even Vaisyas 
and Sudras, the lowest born, possessed of a Rajasika 
and Tamasika disposition, such as Vrtasura {son of the 
god Twasta through a Daitya mother} Prahladalson of 
Kayadhul Vrsaparsva, Bali, Bana, Maya and Vibhisana, 
sub-human beings like Sugriva, Hanuman, Jambavan, 
[a bear] the celebrated elephant Gajendra, Jatayu [a 
(uture] Tuladhara {a merchant] Dharmavyadha [a 
hunter by profession], Kubja [a hunch backed damsel], 
the Gopis [cow-herdesses] as well as the wives of the 
brahmanas [engaged in performing a sacrificelof Vraja 
and others ascended to My realm in different Yugas, oO, 


KK 


- 
F Sag 


! although they had never studj 

mM anes OT pr waited upon most exalted ont 

| i, Sete eT had not observed any sacred Fo. 
Vows 


the said pur qusterities, they nevertheless attaingy 


nor] ee fellowship of saints alone”, 
toMethrnt {ord told Uddhava that good associatg 
] aa isthe only practice that can encapture Hj nN 

Y Saereiy SHEE alone that each and eve; 
re ‘of being is fulfilled. Satsanga is the root of all goog 
: fying the consciousness and heart ang 


: Ae always be sought after [6] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 11 


ao 


LETTER: 12- [ 16 Verses] 
“SRISVAMINIJISSENTIMENTS” 


Translators introduction- 


From verse 2 up to verse 15 we read how Sri Svaminiji, 
feeling intense separation from Her Beloved, calls out 
to Sri Krishna, imploring Him to appear before Her. 
Each verse shows us a different aspect of His character 
and appearance and so this letter offers a very intimate 
description of the Lord. 


—— ——— ————————— 


IS THE GOPIS’ TRUE HUSBAND 
Si 1S MOST COMPASSIONATE 
Sr eySyINA REMOVES THE PAIN OF SEPARATION 
ean CRIES OUT TO THE LORD 
gpISVAMINTIS PAIN OF SEPARATION 

1 THE FOCUS OF THE PATH OF GRACE 1 


Ri VALLABHACARYAJI EMBODIES 
SRISVAMINIJIS AGONY : 
RAJA AND THE VRAJA DEVOTEES 


——_— 
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INTRODUCTION 


The 12th sete Si Sraminiis catia When the four 
Sehnert traits explained in peab leon ater" 
‘one may be qualified to experience these in following 
waysi- 
Verse 1 

der in your innermost heart upon the words of Sri 
Soaminif ve She cries out in Her pain of separation | 
from Her Dear Lord.” My Lord, my Darling my Beloved, 
(O, where are you with your strong arms? I am your 
humble maidservant, please appear before me”. 
For Sri Acharyaji has taught that this Path of Grace is 
characterised by the intense burning experienced when 
you feel separated from your Lord, [1] 

Tika 

Sri Svaminiji repeatedly calls out to Her Beloved Sri 
Krishna when She feels separated from Him, and an 
accomplished devotee should deeply ponder upon these 
exhortations which emerge from Her Love-filled Being. 

“One day, feeling separation from Her Beloved Sri 
Krishna, whilst pondering upon Their loving exchanges, 
Sri Svaminiji calls out in these words over and over 
again, hoping to take the tears out of Her heart.” 

This mode of Lovein which Sri Svaminjji longs to 
meet with Sri Krishna and calls out to Him over and 
over is the highest kind of Divine Sentiment. This Path 
of Grace is all about this burning pain of: separation and 
Sri Mahaprabhuji embodies Sri Svaminijis agony which 
is considered the highest perfection of the Path. 


6 SS _ 


Gri Svaminjis experi 

So, ponder be described, Perlence ofa, 
By svamini the embodiment of Pure 

‘ut to Sri Krishna, using 64 different nang 

a and imploring Him to appear before Her for 

aly Her eyes’ need to see Him. [1 ang 


note to verse 1 and all the subsequent v : 
snd tat tere are fr groUPsofsixteen Sr CT8eS tig 
fachofWhomisan embodiment of the Nectar of aaa 
moods with which She adores the Beloved like fs 


sixteen types of female ornamentation} 
Verse 2 


Lord of the Gopis, 2)Source of Gokuls Bliss, 3)} 
We conta of the Gopis’ very life, sisteaaas 
of Grace, please grant me Your sight. [2] 

Tika 

Sri Svaminiji says “O, Lord of the Gopis,please grant 
me Your sight, for you are these Vraja Devotees’ 
husband, Lord and king. A king should make sure his 
subjects are happy, So, please, Sri Krishna, we are Your 
subjects, please appear before us You bring Bliss to the 
cows, and they become crazy when they cannot see you, 
Please appear to them. Take them soon to the forest to 
‘graze, make them happy and satisfy us too, when we 
‘see You there. You are Govinda, the Lord and ruler of 
thecows. A nuler can be attached to their own enjoyment 
but please now also grant that joy to us, Your Gopis, 
because You are the Lord of our Life and we can remain 
alive only by seeing You. Please bless us with Your 
Grace and let us see You soon. In this way Sri Svaminij 
repeats Her Beloveds Names and pastimes. [2] 


ee 


ghiksha Patra 


2 


Verse 3 

the cows, 7] Protector of the Land of 

Zs ape Ocean of Bliss for Vraja and all of 
welt tees who live here. 9) Your Form is the Highest 
Your da ait playfully on Your father Nandarayjis 


iss. 10) 
ppt, grant us Your sight. G3] 
Tika 


of Joy, You are the protector of the cows and 
hs nee Your land. You bring this joy toall the 
veaje inhabitants; the Gopis, animals, birds, cows, 
cowherds and all of the inanimate and animate creatures 
therein. O, Sri Krishna, supremely blissful Lord who sit 
playfully on the lap of Your mother Yashodaji and Your 
father Nandarayji. Please let us see You now!! [3] 


Verse 4 
0,11] Form of constant bliss. 12] Giver of this Bliss to 
your true devotees. O, 13) Whose waist was tied with 
a rope by Your mother proving that You are bound to 
Your devotees14} our Lord who melts with mercy, be 
merciful, 15] O, Sri Krishna, protector of the meek and 
16]most compassionate, please grant us Your sight, [4] 
Tika 

O,Sri Krishna, You are always Bliss-filled and give such 
Bliss to all the inhabitants of Vraja. You were tied with 
a rope round Your waist by Sri Yashodaji, so docile are 

You to Your devotees. You are so kind, Your heart 
melts with compassion. You are the Lord of the humble 


and the meek who have no other, and are most merciful, 
So, please, kindly, let us see You now! [4] 
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Verse 5 My 
a Youare the Supreme Person, 18} ;, 
every limb and 19] full of teed! Ba 0 a bay 
Rass Betan even the Enchanter, 1, Love ti. 
tractive Form, 21) our Beloved and 22) ee Ulting eo, 


te 
of the Gopis, the cowherd maidens of Wea = hang 
Tika 
Q, Supreme Person, most supremely Deautiful in 


jimb. Upon whichever limb of Yours oy Ur 
they will remain transfixed right there, On ee 
devotee has sung in Raga Nat -”When | ee Yoo 
eyelids never close. O, Upholder of the Got ty 
Mountain, my mind remains transfixed when fee 
Your Form.” Baze at 
So beautiful are You in every limb, ang YX 
full of Love; every part of Your Form is fille withlo a 
mood. Most beauteous Divine Enchanter, Most Belo 
of the Gopis. The Gopis are most dear to You too and 
You are their true husband 
A roasted seed,even though resembling a normal 
seed, will not sprout even though planted and is 
therefore useless. In a similar way the Gopas [the 
cowherds], though they look like the Gopis’ husbands, 
are not, You alone are their husband. Please grant us 
Your sight soon. [5] 


Verse 6 
0,23) Sri Krishna with a slender waist, Vraja relies on 
You. 24} You have long hair and are 25] an Ocean of the 
arts of Love. 26] Only You can remove our pain of sepa 
ration and 27} You steal the hearts of Your Beloved 
devotees, [6] 
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Tika 

n You alone. Everyone and event 

ia takes shelter in You and knows only You. You 
in Va a tocks which resemble swarms of bees. 
have long Cre withartful qualities. The sun may have 
ie oe aa with amazing splendour but Your 
ee He ce outshines them all and cannot be described. 
ee ‘ove the pain of separation of Your true devotees 
a ein ly enchant their minds with Your beautiful 
Be ae and pastimes. Please let us see You now! [6] 


Verse 7 
iment 30) Who 
sure of my heart, 29] ocean of sentiment 
Fe er Sone of the heart of the devotees. 31) 
vas stir the minds of Your devotees by 32) assuming a 
Formaccording to the devotees’ sentiment towards You. 


7 


vraja depends o1 


Tika 
You alone can give pleasureable Bliss to the Gopis’ 
minds, You are an ocean of divine sentiment and grant 
Your experience tothe devotee in exactly the way that 
they worship You. No-one can truly understand the 
extent of Your love; all the Love in the world is just a 
fragment of Yours. You reside in Your devotees’ hearts 
in the same Form in which they love You and captivate 
their minds. You are playful; a devotee might be doing 
their house work but You distract their mind from it 
and attach it to Yourself.Your every limb is formed 
through Love and each devotee perceives Your Form 
according to the nature of the sentiment of their heart, 
©, Krishna, please let me see this Form of Yours! [7] 


vocent Krishna 34) always desirous of». 
“ga) Your Face is smeared with buttep ‘rin. 
ing drops of milk on Your Lips.[8] ond 


Tika 
3 Hl i t child to Your j 
“are like a" innocent OLA 
ee oing whatever they fell You tolYou ali 
<n to drink milk and eagerly try to suckle g, 

juThe Gopisbring You milk which Youenthy, 
siasti ‘consume. The butter smeared on Your Tan 
Jooks most lovely.Your lips appear sweetly beaut 
with the drops of milk thereon.Please, Sri Krishna, let 
ius see this Form of Yours.[8] 
Verse 9 
icks falling upon Your Face 38} 
You appear much more beautiful than even Cupid the 
gout of love. 39) Your cheeks are flushed and 40) Your 
‘forehead is decorated with saffron and musk,[9] 

Tika 

‘Your beautiful Lotus-face is surrounded by Your curly 


Jocks and You are more beautiful than Cupid in every 


limb Millions of cupids bow down to Your beauty. Your 
lowers drawn with 


twocheeksare decorated with lotus fl 

ted vermillion powder and You bear a splendid 
fohead mark drawn with musk and saffron paste 
Please may we see You soon?! [9] 


37) With Your curly loi 


Verse 10 
41) You wear lovely anklets which m 
42) Your nails are adorned with jewe 
abelt of small bells at Your slender wais' 


nake a sweet sounds 
Js and 43} You weal 
t, [10] 


_ * 


a 
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Tika - 
rival that of 
the three worlds there is no beauty to 

Lie golden anklets on Your Lotus-Feet. All Your ten 
fingernails are adorned with jewels which shine more 
brightly thana million moons. A belt of tiny bells hangs 
around Your delicate waist, making a sweet and 
attractive sound as You move. Please let us see You!!! 


10] 


Verse 11 
44) Adorned with a tiger claw necklace and 45) Your 
eyes are like Lotus petals, 46} large and mischievious 
are they, please appear to us now. [11] 


Tika 

Your mother Sri Yashodaji adorns Your chest with a 
necklace of tiger claws set in gold, in order to protect 
You, as her son, from anyones evil attention. Your eyes 
are like lotuses and flit playfully. Just as a lotus, being 
very cooling, relieves the fiery heat of the sun, so Your 
restless, wide, red-tinged lotus petal eyes shower Your 
devotees with the nectar of Your Loving mood and 
signal to them to meet with You. They are incompara- 
bly beautiful and indescribable. Please let us see this 
Form of Yours. [11] 


Verse 12 
471 You are the only refuge of the humble souls and 48} 


are all-powerful. 49} The Son of Sri Nandarayji, 50] You 


ree the jewel inYour Mother Yashodajis necklace. 
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Tika 


~ with all Your powers You protect those 
Dee to You with all humility. Re c 
Bhagavatam 9th canto, Sri Krishna says to Stimaq 
Bhagat Lever possibly abandon those why 
eir spouse, home, children, possessions, lif fo 
and wealth and this world and the next and : 
shelter in Me alone?”. From this statement it ae 
that the Lord will never abandon those devotees 
jhold Him above everything they have and that ae 
‘Al-powerful, protects them at every moment, Still x 
behaves as Sti Nandarayji’s Son and with His gs 
draped around His mothers neck, appears as the ae 
of Her Necklace. Please grant us Your sight!! 2) 4 
Verse 13 
0, 51) Krishna, 52} always blissful, 53) Jewel of 
Vrindavan, 54] Nandarayji”s Son, 55) Who plays in 
Your Mother Yashodajis lap. Please grant us Your sight, 
[13] 
Tika 
O, Krishna, whose Name alone is the highest devotional 
reward and the essence of the Scriptures! The devotees 
of Vraja, the Gopis, always remember You through 
calling out Your name and so this Name has become 
theessence of Sri Vallabhacaryajis eight and five syllable 
syllable dedication mantras. When they miss You they 
call out’Sri Krishna, O, Bliss, please Jet us taste this 
nectar of Your Bliss. You are the jewel of Vrindavan 
and never leave that Holy Forest, For You are its crown 
jeweland there You become Son of Nandaray}i and the 
SriKrishna who plays in Sri Yashodajis lap. We long to 
see this Form of Yours O Sri Krishna!!! {13] 


Tika 


Lord of the Gopis, please protect us. Inthe 


eae avatam describing Your 


Srimad Bhag' 
cer Denice when they miss You they 
paest”0, Lord, O,Sapreme Enjoyer, where are You? 
are are You? Our Beloved with mighty arms, where 
Tre You? We are Your humble servants, please let us 
see You close to us now.” In the same way this verse 
alls out “O, Lord of Gokul; the lord of heaven never 
ceases his enjoyments even momentarily, so why are 
You sitting still in Gokul? Give us some Bliss!! You are 
the remover of the Gopis’ anguish and cannot tolerate 
their grief, When the Vrajavasis abandoned their 
worship of Indra in favour of Sri Giriraji, Indra sent 
clouds of torrential rain to inundate Vraja, You lifted 
up that mountain to protect the Vraja inhabitants. We 
arenow drowning in the ocean of separation from You 
and You alone can save us. Please come and remove 
our sorrow since You are the Lord of those who have 
no other means to please You. Our bodies, senses and 
sin ecard and we find no means to appease 
é ppear to us and give us joy. [14] 


yp ee 
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Verse 15 


O, Krishna, 61) You are everything to Sri N 

and all the other Vraja inhabitants. 62} You are iti 

ut of love to KamdevIcupid], 63} the su iad 

‘of those who have no other supportand 64} bel 

ee to a blind person. [15] loved like 
Tika 


Sri Nandarayji, the cowherd men and women,Your 
friends and the cows of Vraja all regard You as thei 
most valuable treasure and their very life-force. You are 
like a fresh sprout of inspiration for Kamdev, the god 
of lusty love who has no body to live in. Although he 
stirs up peoples’ minds, You stir up his mind and when 
he sees You he becomes enchanted. So, what to speak 
of all of us?!! You are the sole support of those who 
take refuge in none other except You. Just as a blind | 
person has great affection for their cane on which they 
depend, so we depend on You and live for You. [15] 


Verse 16 
Svaminiji is constantly yearning and 
‘on. Devotees should ponder upon this 
feel her Divine senti- 


In this way Sri 
crying in separati 
over and over gain and strive to 
ment. [16] 

Tika 
Sri Svaminiji thus constantly cri 
Lord. Then Sri Thakurji appears before Her and satisfies 
Her every need and longing. 64 names have been ci 
so it may be said that the Lord has 4 main groups 
devotees and each of these 4 groups presents 16 
and 16 types of loving feeling with which they adom 
the Him. 64 names altogether. Sri Harirayji now 


es out to Her Beloved 


——_ ae 
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you to always chant these names with Sri Svaminijis 
yrpod of separation. Then, with Her blessing that loving « 
mood will become established deep in your heart 

the Lord will grant His experience. This is a very high 
principle of the Path of Grace. [16] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 12 


LETTER : 13 - [11 Verses] 
“HUMILITY IS'tHE REWARD” 


Translators introduction- 


This letter explains how to secure Grace through 
humility and thus be able to survive spiritually in this 
present difficult and corrupted Age, 


I 


(GRIEF OF THE WORLDLY PLANE AND 


(OUR OWN IMPURITIES 
qnsrmUCTIONSIN THIS AGE AND METHODS To Sinn 

‘OVERCOME THEM 

iG EVERYTHING TO THE LORD ™ 

PRACTICE OF THES SYLLABLE MANTRA 1 
REFUGE IN XI KRBHNASRI VALLABHACARYAJI 

AND THEGOPIS 9/10; 
SRIKRISHNA IS THE LORD OF VRAJA AND THE Cows Mi 
TAKESHELTER IN SRI VALLABHACARYAJIS p 

PATH OF GRACE 78 
VALUE OF LISTENING TO THE LORDS PASTIMES 2/3 


_——— 
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INTRODUCTION 

learnt to withdraw our 
TREGEReS and establish it 
in the Lord. This 13th letter 
elaborates on this principle. In the previous letter Aas 
read how we can secure Sri Svaminjis Grace in 
experience Her pain of separation. However, this Se 
is extremely difficult; there is a lack of association ©! 
pure devotees and many bad influences and fools are 
all around us. So there are many obstacles to our divine 
experience. We should know this and become humble 
to secure the Lords Grace to see us through this 
situation. 


In the previous letter we 
consciousness from exte 
fully and exclusively i 


Verse 1 
A very bad time is here which can corrupt the mind even 
of those striving to be good. If you take shelter in Sri 
Mahaprabhuji then Sri Krishna who is the Lord of time 
will become Your sole refuge. [Take shelter, time then 
cannot obstruct youl[1] 
Tika 

This Age in which we live is very difficult. Even good 
people fall prey to its influence, so what to expect of an 
embodied soul?! The latters intelligence has been swept 
away by this Age of struggle. Is there anyone who has 
not been thus befuddled?! Sri Harirayji now states that 
ifone surrenders body mind and wealth to Sri Acharyaji 
then this Age ceases to be an obstruction; in fact it is an 
advantage. The way to achieve one’s spiritual Goal in 
just a few days is described in the 11 canto of the Srimad 
Bhagavatam- “Whatever one does with ones body, 


voice, mind senses, intellect, 1 
ee soul or nature should be 


2. 


Ship hy 


This is the way in which Spj 
recommended that one should offer ie MH hy 
Lord and thus become free from aire Ty thing to gt 
thus to Sri Acharyaji and this Age Sill 2 
obstructions to you. In the Srimad Bha Present gg 
Canto Sei Shukadevj states "O, King Paige ah 
one wonderful quality of this ciherigg e 
problematic Age of struggle and that is Bathe ‘orally 
chanting of Sri Krishnas Name one can be libean byte 
tone faults and attain to the Lord.” Therchec at 
Vaishnava devotees who live by an undenpaaia 
Sri Acharyaji’s Path, this Kaliyug is actuall : 
beautiful. [1] ans 


Verse 2 
How willa person who does not serve the Lord directly, 
nor hears His stories, nor has any devotional feeling, 
nar kas taken shelter ux the Path and whose mind i 
fall of anxiety pass through this-Age? (2) 
Tika 
One of the main ways of this Path of Grace 
ones Lord, [f one docsnot serve: and also dosseot 
Teen og study Sa Acharyajs literature through which 
that devotional way of life may become established in 
ones heart; if one is alone, Jess, diseased and #0 
cant make such service and doesnot haye any. ol 
around from whom to hear accounts 


ms 


simply take 


pious behaviour 15 

ply your mind. You ore 

in of worldly relations and 
therefrom and always 
us this Age of 


mest” 
Poste pegth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Krishna 
“Feeling sated through devotion my 
not desire even the 4 types of final 
kya (residing in the sume heaven as the 
(dose proximity to the Lord] Sarupya 
; form with the Lord|nor Sayujya 
(pisorption into the eral although they are attained 
to Me How the: 
anything elsefsuch as the position Seater 
subject io the ravages of time?” Herein the Lord is tell 4 
tsial-ven irthrough thelr service to Him a dew rh 
Eg ed forms of liberation, oy Sid 
sinyply nol want it beaux: ‘eatioti 
yt eertity algo: UI aa hemes just 
alfeet ea ae Age cannot 


22% 


waters.” If you constantly drink then ny 
tales through your ears, your heart Nita of, ; 
completely blissful and satisfieg Ea be ty lh 7 
hear the stories, recountthem or trang| di soul ary 
three achieve fulfilment, Bringing ree them wit 
sanctifies the carrier and the receiye Ganges wall 
surroundings. His stories are the see and ate 
love for Him, so this age can have no ae and Bene 
upon you at all. [2] eF8ein en : 
Verse 3 
What will be my destiny when 


800d associat; 
rare and bad association is so guy 


easily indulged ig? 
Tika 

Good association is very hard to find. Embod; 

are by their very nature impure and pale 
whilst bad influences randomly attack from all 19 
directions and prevent these souls from following the 
righteous Path. So, what then to do? Sri Gusainj states 
in his “Vignapti” My only wish is to be accepted by Sri 
Krishna the Beloved of the Gopis with deer-like eyes, 
Any other connection is simply a painful burden’. 
Having to relate to anything else at all is deadly and 
these unconnected bad influences are all around and 


approach uninvited! What will become of me, | dont 
know. [3] 


Verse 4 
Who is able to comprehend the Lords apparent wish to 
Play like a child in as much as He gathers all nie 
‘and inanimate creation unto Himself and plays with 
and now separates Himself from it all? [4] 
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Tika 


Previously it has been described how this world is full 
of egotistical and selfish people with bad tendencies but 
You seem to accept them and play with them like toys, 
| have to meet such worldly-minded souls al] day long, 
What should I do? You make us embodied souls dance 
to Your tune like puppets. You hold the strings and are 
the controller, the musician and we are the instruments, 
You play with us in a childish way; we and the whole 
world are simply wandering around in this , Your 
illusory energy. Now I humbly beg You to bless me. [4] 


Verse 5 


My Lord, Lord of compassion, Lord of the Gopis, Full 
of mercy, Vraja’s Lord, Laxmi’s Lord, my Lord, Lord of 
the universe! [5] 


Tika 
[there now follow 8 verses of this kind in which the 
author is calling out for Grace and blessings.} 

‘You alone are our Lord to whom we tell our ups 
and downs. The grief of this worldly plane has become 
unbearable. Be merciful and help me, knowing me to 
be Your own. You have blessed many souls before me; 
please bless me now. You are the Lord of the Gopis. 
The Gopis are simple pure devoteeswho justlove You 
and Whom You have always graced. | also have no other 
means but Your love, please also bless me naw. You 
are the Lord of Vraja and have protected this Your land 
fromall sorts of demons sent by Kamsa; from fire, water, 
and the poisonous snake Kaliya. Please now protect me! 

i mis Lord, be pleased with me!You are the 
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nto of the Srimad Bhagav. 
is ae ”o, accomplished onal ae 

275M yotees who de end on Meand those gory" 

My heart. I am their Beloved Soul 

nton MY devotees, not independent; He a 
most dear to me ‘and | always live in their heart 
Lord of those devoteeswho deem the ‘ou 
and husband to the whole world ‘tier 


a 
Yourown 
sel n without Youand everythin, 


ing can ha 
ast Your willalone: If You bless me this Age of 
struggle will not affect me. 15] 


Verse 6 


Tika 
0, Sri Krishna, You are the Lord of Gokul and all the 
i feel by Your presence. You protect 
the cows and the Gopis focus their love upon You as 
does all of the Vraja land which You adore, In the 10th 
canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam Lord Brahma states” 
How fortunate are the inhabitants of Nandas Vraja 
whose dear friend is the Bliss-Filled Lord of the 
“universe” So. Nanda and Yashoda, the cowherd lads 
are most fortunate because Sri Krishna, tht 
friend. Sri Krishna, You bring 
to Your intimate devotees 


R 
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Verses 7/8 


0, Krishna, Ocean of mercy, Sri Svaminijis chosen Part- 
ae 0, Lovely One O, Lord, please shower mercy upon 
ns oho are humble, who have taken constant shelter in 
Sri Mahaprabhuji, who are full of fault, replete with 
impurity, devoid of fortune and who have no other 
means but to love You. [7/8] 
Tika 
0, Sri Krishna, You are the ultimate reward for those 
who simply love You, please bless us. We know You 
will bless us but we are impatient and so keep beggin; 
You. Sri Gusainji wrote in his “Vignapti” treatise; 
clouds release their water at the right time, still the 
cataka bird continues to implore”. The Cataka bird will 
only drink drops of water released in the Syati 
Nakshetra{unique planetary period], The cloud releases 
the drops at the right time but the bird nevertheless 
continues to wait imploringly for them. In this same 
way, although we know that Sri Krishna will surely 
bless His devotees, we continue to long ardently for 
those blessings. O, Ocean of Grace, please now shower 
Your mercy! In this way alone our devotional paths will 
be smooth and free from obstructions. Until then we 
suffer with our delusions, Sri Gusainji has again stated 
inhis “Vignapti’;” Lord, when You are favourable then 
everything is favourable. When You are unfavourable 
then thatstate ensues, forus and the whole world, Please 
then grace us soon! 
YouareSri Svaminijis Lord, most beautiful, so may 
or have some Grace? We are full of faults, 
‘that and bless through Sri Vallabha- 


230 Shiksha Pa 
inthis state of humility one should recogn 
own faults. First of all we cry out to the Lord usis Ms 

‘cal Names relating to His pastimes; but ties 
become humble and realize our impurities [7] EN We 

Weare poor wicked fools, impure in body, mi 
aad and dont deserve to enjoy the Lo at Ming 

we are stupid! O, Dear Lord, we ne love 

know this much but we have no ee On 
ou. So we need Your mercy soon; me 
Yon lts!One opinions that the Lord shou 
seh up our faults, but Sri Gusainjt states in ie 
"is *'treatise;” [have great impurities but they are 
nothing before Your Grace.Grace is the Lords 
Path impurities characterize the path of the embodied 
soul. lam insignificant and my consequent foolishness 
makesme offensive. But You, the Lord of Vraja, are full 
of munificence and should not count my offences”. 

Our impurities have no strength before Your Grace. 
‘As the Lord, You are full of grace and Power and in 
Your precence all the faults of an embodied soul pale 
into insignificance. So, please grace us!! 

You are the highest reward, unreachable by any 

ific means. Please disregard our offensive beha- 
viour. WhenAjamila called out to his son Narayana(thus 
taking Your name at the time of death], he was spared 
from the results of his offensive life. O, Sri Krishna, 
bo be kind and grace us, ignoring our impurities. 
[8] 

Verse 9 

Withdraw your mind from all other worldly consider- 
ations and be absorbed in Sri Haris character. 
ish Him in your heart Ie 
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Tika 


€, Sri Krishna, my mind has been locked into the 
worldly considerations of insubstantial relationships, 
egotism and possessiveness. So please help me to turn 
away from that realm and blend my mind into You 
alone just as the Gopis’ consciousness was in their 

ghourt, milk and butter and You came to steal it and 
then played with Them, thus absorbing their hearts into 
You. Please take my heart in this way. Please think of 
meas Your own, as one who needs to be graced by You. 
You always live in the heart of good devotees; please 
make me one of them. [9] 


Verse 10 
I take refuge in Sri Krishna who cannot bear to see dis- 
tress on His devotees’ faces or to feel their sadness and 
who is most compassionate when they are afflicted. [10] 


Tika 
O, Sri Krishna, You like to see Your devotees joyous 
and cannot tolerate their suffering or sadness. You are 
the granter of joy to all created beings and all the more 
tothe devotees. One thought bothers me, that You might 
begin to tolerate a devotee’s grief. Sri Gusainji wrote in 
his “Vignapti “treatise;” I know that lam a fool to think 
that Sri Krishna would ever be of a nature to tolerate 
His devotee's sadness”. You bring joy toall creationand 
are very kind to Your devotees whose sadness You 
‘cannot tolerate. You are an Ocean of mercy and I take 


Shits, kK 
thy 
Verse 11 
My refuge is Sri Krishna who is totay bliss 
Sri Acharyaji and the Gopis who are fulty Wella, 
in that bliss, You grant the pleasure of ws °stabji, in 
tar-filled Form, [11] Our Ow, RY 
Tika 
You are full of bliss and You Srant this 
devotees. You always remain the tefuge 
take shelter in You and You allow tho: 
experiencing Your own Form. In the 
Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Nandarayji says to Ud 
Forone whose mind and heart have taken sheltoy Ni 
Krishna’s Lotus Feet, whose voice always Praises 
Name and whose body constantly bows humbly do is 
to Him, who has taken shelter in Him through ah 
speech and body, for them there is no other action 
necessary; their life is perfected.” You grant the bliss of 
jour form to such devotees. Let my refuge also be in 
ou. 


to You 


ie 


In_his treatise “Navaratna” [The 9 jewels}treatise 
Sri Mahaprabhuji has stated;” therefore in every sense 
and with all my soul Sri Krishna is my refuge "This 
feeling of surrender to Sri Krishna is very important $i 
Krishna has taught in the Srimad Bhagavad Gita’ Just 
give up all forms of religion and simply take shelter in 
Me alone. I will liberate you from all sinful actions and 
reactions, do not worry”. You have made many such 
statements; therefore, my dear Lord Krishna, | 


Incapable ofany form of righteous behaviour 
fl e : c 


LETTER : 14 - [7 Verses] 
“FOUR GOALS” 


‘Translators introduction- 


‘This letter reiterates the basic simple rules for perfection 
ofa Vaishnava life; exclusive and total surrender and 
faith in the Lotus Feet of Sri Svaminiji, Sri Krishna and 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji and always maintaining good asso- 
ciation wherein one contemplates this surrender. 


INDEX 


BAD ASSOCIATION IS. DESTRUCTIVE TO 
DEVOTIONAL SENTIMENT 
CULTIVATE GOOD ASSOCIATION 


ALL OTHERS FOR HIM 
MISPLACED LOYALTY 
PLACE YOUR HEART AT THE LORDS FEET 
RESPECTFUL SURRENDER 
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INTRODUCTION 


The 14th letter describes the qualities of Vaishnavas; 
surrendering ones consciousness at His Lotus Feet, 
avoiding loyalty elsewhere and bad association, making 
sincere enquiry into the meaning of the Prayer of 
Dedication and taking refuge at the lotus feet of Sri 
Acharyaji. The previous letter taught that the perfect 
reward comes from total: surrender and here we will 


find described how to truly realise this experience in 
ones heart. 


Verse 1 
Place your heart full of wonder at the Lotus Feet of the 


Lord. For it by His Grace alone that all aspects of the 
devotees life will be perfected. [1] 


Tika 

Place your heart and mind firmly at the two Lotus Feet 
of the Lord who is always united with Sri Svaminiji. 
These two Lotus Feet can grant the wonderful 
experience of the blissful mood of loving devotion. 
Taking shelter in the left foot leads to the experience of 
the devotional mellow of the Path of Grace whilst 
Shelter in the right Foot leads to the devotional mood 
of the Lawful Path. Sri Gusainji has written in his treatise 
“Lalita Tribhang” that the Form of the Lord with 3 
curvesin His body plays His flute in Sri Vrindavan. His 
right foot representing the lawful Path to approach Him 
is turned in towards His left foot Tepresenting the path 
c Therefore, surrender to both His Feet for 

the devotee. In the 9th canto of | 
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| nome, children, worldly possessi 

cas es fife force, wealth, this world and then Well 
to me?” Rext ang 


all these to 
in his s 
treal Jore Sti Krishna who uplifts all souls who 


surrender 
Surren' 


to Him. 
der most certainly leads to upliftment. fi 


Verse 2 
Placing your faith and taking shelter elsewhere ob. 
structs refuge it Sri Feet and Sri Vrindavana and makes 
the Lord indifferent. So it should be quickly renounced, 
i] 

Tika 
ted above that everything is accomplished 
r heart at Sri Krishna’s Feet. Giving 
ity elsewhere is an obstruction to 
ipstacle to great devotees so what 
to speak of other: embodied souls? We are already fallen, 
so never place your faith in other gods,human beings 
or kings. It is stated “Those who serve the dust of the 
Lords Feet never take shelter elsewhere. To them it 
would be more painful than death. If you usually sit on 
an elephant why choose to ride on a donkey?” This is 
what it would mean to leave the Lords Lotus Feet and 
and surrender your soul to any other godhead. In the 
Hari Smriti it is stated "Do not bow down to or look at 
another god. Do not eat anothers food offerings 
4 p ive lo ty 


Ithas been sta 
when you place you 

faith and loyal! 
that act. It can be an ol 
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any enjoyment from any other source. Then you will 
find yourself the recipient of His love in return.” 

Yes, Sri Krishna will be pleased with the one who 
is thus exclusively devoted to Him and Hes indifferent 
to one who places their loyalty here and there for He 
thinks “Do they consider me inadequate, that they need 
to ask another god for help? 

Damodar Sambhalvares wife was minutely disloyal 
and her son was born with demonic tendencies which 
gave her endless grief. Therefore a Vaishnava devotee 
should swiftly renounce any reliance on any other than 
Sri Krishna. [2] 


Verse 3 


Discard unenlightened association for it consumes the 
fap etapa justas a tiger can devour a man, 


Tika 
Leave the company of those who resort to other sources, 
for their bad association can destroy your divine senti- 
ments, which is a great obstacle in your path, just as a 
tiger can easily destroy a mans body. The great 
renunciate king Jadabharat had to endure rebirth three 
times because of his misdirected mental association. The 
Eee to pee with Sri Baladevji after they had 
luenc i 
seephdigwaes HA One should avoid 


ie same mann 
from bad association, [3] elaine San 


Shik 
28 2 at 
od association is when you a 
sessioenessl Gre de ajeailus to sts Floral fea hn 
the body is FO eat = 
lationship with the 
Tika 


- tion is the source of all grief. Sri A, . 
ee af the Vedas, the Shastras, the ea is 
a Me jy the Srimad Bhagavatam, and, havin, ae 
onto all of peg peseuced his own s 
podhiniji etc., in which, in many places, th, i 
» Suboetjreced loyalty and bad association he Pita 
described. Therefore, keep company with those Rhee nN 
<stablished in their love for the Lord. With their as 
bad association will fall away and you will not 2 
tempted to take shelter in another. [4] 
Verses 5/6 
Cultivate good association knowing what should be 
done or not be done, Keep one-pointed faith in the Path 
of Grace and avoid bad company. When you meet great 
devotees, always ponder upon the meaning of your 
prayer of dedication; this is the best practice in Sri 
Acharyajis Path of Grace. [5/6] 


Tika 
Make a definite decision to avoid bad association and 


be certain about what is appropriate for an embodied 
soul to do and what is not. Be as active in your service 
to the Lord as is possible for you and cultivate good 
association with those who have faith in this path; for 

e y to serve the Lord 


e 
Acharyail js showin noe 
w can ? 
yu are to} 
te such matt ers when you © 
: humble in their company 


emember 


accomplished devotees”. SO, 

ke their offering, learn from 
them and establish these ways in your heart. This 
concept of good association is paramount in Sri 
‘Acharyaji's Path. Behave accordingly and not otherwise. 


ll 
Verse 7 
Respectfully surrender at Sri Acharyajis feet. This is 
the perfection of this Path of Grace. [7] 
Tika 
When a devotee on the Path of 
grace respectful 
fully surrenders at the lotus feet of Sri Aiea hie 


is considered that they have understoo: -, 
of the Pal i d the principles 
: apne established them in their heart. 


LETTER : 15 - [8 Verses] 


“REMEMBRANCE, ASSOCIATION 
AND REFUGE” 


Translators introduction- 


Each of the verses in this letter commences “always 
remember” and the first verse Teminds us that this 
remembrance removes all anguish from the devotees 
life. The rest of the verses guide our remembrance and 
encourage us on the devotional path, 
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pECIES OF MATERIAL EXISTENCE 
NATURE OF THE GOPIS’ SURRENDER ; 
RECALLING SRI KRISHNA REMOVES ALL DISTR Es. 5 
RECALLING SRI ACHARYAJIS FEET ; 
REMOVES A\ LL FAULTS 
RECALL SRI ACHARYAJIS FEET TO DEVELOP 4 
LOVE FOR THE LORD 
REMEMBRANCE REMOVES ANGUISH 
RIACHARYAJI GRANTS BLISS TO PINING DEVOTEgs 
SRI KRISHNA DISRUPTS FALSE ATTACHMENT 
SRI KRISHNA. MANIFESTS AS SRI ACHARYAJI 
FOR THE PINING DEVOTEES 
SRI KRISHA - OCEAN OF GRACE 
SRI KRISHNA AS SRI DAMODARA 
SRI KRISHNA AS SRI GIRIRAJT 
SRI KRISHNA PLAYS WITH THE GOPIS 
SRISVAMINIJI AND THE GOPIS GRANT 
EXPERIENCE OF THE VRAJA PASTIMES 
UDDHAVAJIS LESSON 
UDDHAVAJIS PRAYER 
SRI VALLABHACARYAJI APPEARS TO 
REVEAL THE LORD BLISS-FORM if 
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The 15th letter reveals how to inquisitively recall the 
Lord and His pastimes The previous letter instructed 
usto perfect our path by surrendering at Sri Acharyaji's 
lotus feet in the company of great devotees; this letter 


tells us how. 


Verse T 
Whomsoever the Lord has accepted is free of anguish 
and always happy in the constant remembrance of the 
Eternal Blissful One. [1] 


Tika 
Sri Acharyaji cannot bear to see his devotees feel any 
sadness and so he relieves them and grants them bliss. 
ul 


Verse 2 
Always remember that Sri Krishna Who, seeing His 
devotees burning with the fever of separation from Him, 
became amazed and quickly manifested. [2] 


Tika 
From the momentan embodied soul becomes separated 
from the Lord it stumbles around suffering birth and 
death in the 8,400,000 species, burning in the fire of 
mundane existence. Even though a soul may be divinely 
oriented, it can forget its humble attitude of service and 
the Lords Form and become grief-stricken in the worldly 


Shiki te 


mu 
jo the devotees and should 
asionate tol a 
x caer as such {21 ‘ 
Verne 3 
hina, an O 
member that Sri Krishna, an Ocean of cy 

Always Oi sure that tose who serve Him never He 
their Joyalties elsewhere. 13) 

Tika 
heLond, appearing the Form of the Girira) mouniaiy, 


anally accepted the devotees’ offerings, 60 that 

would not make obelsance elsewhere, When gyi 
Nandaray/ worshipped the goddess Ambika, he way 
pu ‘and that changed his mind, In the same way 
Sri Acharyaji ensures: that his followers put no faith jn 
any godhead other than Sri Krishna, withdraw thelr 
loyalties from everywhere else and take shelter in Srl 
Krishna, Sri Krishna is an Ocean of Merey and when 
He accepts 
gorsuch is His blessing, 
Bhagavatam the Lord says to Durvasa “Lam really not 

lent but fully obligated to my pure devotees 
‘who have captured my heart and very clear to Me." Thus 
the Lard is very kind to and very close to His devotees, 
‘Therefore, constantly remember Sri Acharyajis lotus feet 
pe he ia one-pointed devotion to the Lord. 


Mewes Verne 4 

ph a 
ipts ne attach 

‘wealth ete, and whose a is ve f 
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Tika 


Sri Krishna is in the heart of every living being, so what 
to speak of His dear devotees? However the embodied 
souls can often get attached to sensual activity-eating, 
drinking, bodily pleasures and worldly joys and val 
whilst forgetting the Lord, Sri Krishna kindly allowed 
Himself to be tied at the waist with a rope by His mother 
So a devotee should always remember this beautiful Sri 
Krishna and Sri Acharyaji who are one and the same 
la} 


Verse 5 
Always remember that Sri Krishna to whom the Gopis 
areas dear as life itself, who engages in secret pastimes 
with them like hide and seek and other games, [5] 


Vika 

Sri Krishna secretly grants His Neetar-Form to the 
Gopls, Even Sri Yashodaji and Sri Nandaray{i and the 
other gopas are unaware of this, The Gopis are as dear 
toSri hina as life itelf, Sri Krishna tells Sei Uddhayji 
in the 10th canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam’’These 
Gopis’ minds are fixed in Me, their life-breath depends 
on me and [am their very life-force. They have 
renounced all selfish consideration and social 

interaction for My sake and so | nourish them.” 
shat their body, mind and life-force to 
Sri na and renounce all worldly, Vedic and 
ght considerations for Him.Therefore they are 

arer to Him than life itself, 
is full of kindness. Sri Uddhavji states si 
onon 


_Uddhavaji knowledge of His true For 
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destiny deserved by a mother, so What to 
kind He is to those who love Him, If He caPtAk of, 

a destiny to such a poison-demoness, whan Fant ich 
those who lovingly offer Him various rey f SPeak of 
is dedicated to them. So, to these most barttions 
He secretly grants the blissful union with Ey Pis, 
Form, playing the Rasadance and other lovin, oS Neca. 
with them. Always remember this Nectar-f, “stimes 
Krishna. [5] OFM ofS 


Verse6 


Always remember that Sri Krishna who gave his 


™ anc 
mains seated in the Gopis‘hearts. [6] oho 


Tika 

Considering Sri Uddhavji to be His intimate devotee 
the Lord decided it would be good for him to experience 
the mood of His Vraja pastimes. The granting of that 
experience is in Sri Syaminiji’s control for the Lord's 
Love-filled Form resides in the hearts of Sri Svaminiji 
and the Gopis. So the Lord sent Sri Uddhavji to Vraja 
on the pretext of his teaching the Gopis yoga, but the 
real intention was for him to experience the Lord’s most 
essential Form. Regarding Sri Uddhavji as Sri Krishnas 
friend, the Gopis revealed all their pastimes to him; 
thereafter he forgot his yoga and bowed down to them 
saying” Oh, the grace which descended on the cow- 
herdesses of Vraja, who attained the object of their desire 
in the form of having their necks encircled by His stout 

ms during the Rasa dance, did not fall to the lotofthe 

g the fragrance: 


tof the blessed 


le wealutethe dust of 
edly salute tose loud singing of the 
fies the 


ae bet i Uddhavji met the Gopis he begged 
for rebirth as a plant in be touched by the dust 
of their feet. The Nectar -filled Lord lives in the hearts 


of these Gopis- Sri Achat 
constantly contemplate his lotus feet. [6] 

Verse7 
Always remember that Sri Krishna who manifests as 
Sri aide in order to reveal His own great- 
ness. 


Tika 
Considering Sri Uddhavji as His own intimate devotee, 


Sri Krishna sent him to meet the Gopis; He Himself did 
bei ded directly. From this we are taught that we 
ree learn of the Lord’s Form from an 
re ; e devotee and not directly, In this same way 
fi teach and remind 
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a 


should recall the Lotus Feet of 
5 


Therefore you 
ost capable and powerful Lord. (7) 


Krishna, our ™ 


rh 


Verse 8 


‘Always remember that Sri Krishna by simply recat; 

Whom all of our distress will be uprooted in a ce 
secon. (8) a 

Tika 
By thinking of the lotus feet of Sri Acharyajiwho 
embodies Love for the Lord, all of our worldly igiet 
and distress and all our faults will be removed. Both Sp, 
¥: aji and indeed the Lord Sri Krishna 
Himself ‘will be pleased with that soul. Devotees on the 
Path of Grace therefore know it as their natural 
righteous path to constantly and continuously recall Sri 
Jotus feet just as the Gopis think of Sri 
Krishna, endlessly, day and night. [8] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 15 


stators introduction- 
d ofthe Lords reciprocation of the devotees” 
‘m and also of Sri Harirayjis humble 
surrender at Sri Acharyajis feet. 


Tra 


Here we rea 
love for Hi 
supplications and 
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INTRODUCTION 

how, when you constantly 
ber and praise Him, He then 
holds you tightly unto Himself, He Himself perfects 
your existence in both your worldly and spiritual realms 
so that you, as His devotee, have nothing to worry 
about, Just previously we read how the Lord can be 
pleased by your remembrance of Sri Mahaprabhuji 
which grants you knowledge of His Form and also 
allows you to recognise your own faults. 


This 16th letter describes 
serve the Lord and remem! 


Versest/2 

He resides in the hearts of those devotees whose love is 
enhanced by their adherence to Sri Acharyajis devo- 
tional principles. He is adored by Sri Yashodaji, is most 
beautiful, the son of Sri Nandarayji and the Lord of 
Vraja [1] He is worthy of your remembrance and your 
service to the best of your ability; keep the company 
of accomplished devotees and always recite His glo- 
ries. [2] 


Tika 
The Lord resides in the hearts of His Grace-filled 
devotees who implicitly follow Sri Acharyajis teachings 


concerning divine sentiment. That Lord sits in the lay 
of Sti Yashodaji who loves Him more than life. He 3 


au ity and auspicious qualities and is the 
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This is the Sri Krishna who is served in th 
Grace. He resides in the hearts of those who ar. thoy 
by Sri Acharyaji and those devotees algg i. bh my 
Thakurji’s heart. In the 9th canto of hes in gy 
Bhagavatam the Lord says to Durvasa ”] i Stim 
devotees heart and he in mine. My devotee 

relates exclusively to Me and ] know only him’ 
Lord clearly states that He lives in the hea the 
devotees and they in His, that they know only fe the 
He only knows them. Mand 
This is the Sri Krishna who lives in Vraja as the 
of Sri Yashodaji and Sri Nandarayji and is the sane 
their feeling of separation from Him; thisis the Form o 
Sri Krishna that you should always remember. Because 
this Form of His is full of Love and Heis the only object 
of the love of the Gopis, you should always remember 
Him together with those Vraja devotees and serve Him 
in their mood; always meet with accomplished devotees 
and remember your dedication with them whilst 
recounting His pastimes. [1/2] 


n 
knows a 


Verses 3/4 


This Lord of Vraja makes His devotees forget the 
struggles of this world. He is very favourable to them 
and causes them to be very attached to Him, thus con- 
taining them within His divine reality. [3]Always re 
member Him,Sri Krishna, His all-encompassing Grace 
and His beauty. He accomplishes everything so we 
should not harbour even an atom of anxiety within our 
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you can easily forget this world of illusion those with 
whom you have only a superficial relationship and 
worldy and scriptural concerns. The righteous Path of 
the Grace-filled devotee is just this; remembrance, 
service and recounting the pastimes of the Lord whilst 
paying absolutely no heed to the material world. The 
Lord of Vraja is very favourable to His devotees and 
makes every effort to withdraw their mind from all sides 
and into Himself. 

Chanting prayers, asceticism, sacrifices, oblations 
and fasts are the practices of the Path of Lawful 
Limitations. Time and other factors can be obstacles to 
all of these, The Lord Himself does not stand as the 
Protector therein like He does within the Grace-filled 
Practices. For example; for the sake of protectinh His 
devotee Prahladji the Lord manifested from a stone 
pillar. Therefore, apply your mind sincerely to your 
service and this age and time will never obstruct you. 
The Lord is very favourable to His devotees; He endows 
them with firm attachment to Him by which they 
become totally absorbed into Him [3] 

Contemplate this most compassionate Sri Krishna 
whose mercy is described in the Vedas, Shastras and the 
Srimad Bhagavatam In the 8th Canto it is told; The wise 
know that even if the Lords names recited with doubt, 
mockingly, just for fun or offensively, it can still dissolve 
all sins. The recitation of the Lords name, whether done 
knowingly or unknowingly burns the effects of all sins 
just as a fire consumes a log of wood.” 

Sri Acharyaji also states in his "Navaratna” [Nine 
Jewels|treati When who have dedicated 


24 
; ay, 

their very life-force with Sri Krishna?” p, 
statements the understanding should arig. ™ all they 
theLord and remembering Him with or witha hg 
knowledge invites His Grace. In the storien tt Prone 
Mahaprabhujis 84 Vaishnavas we read thay sitesi 
dharadas wanted some spinach for his gery; 
Madhavdas brought it to him. This simple ang 
dowed him with a devotional heart. So power 
service to the Lordi! Thus the Lords hindiae a 
propensity to bless is described in the shaw 
Therefore when the Lord takes us as His own 

all our actions. Accomplished devotees ie 
NEVER unduly worry about their worldly ang 
scriptural success OF their spiritual upliftment ang 
salvation. [4] 

Verse 5 

There is nothing to be concerned about because Sr 
Krishna, the Ocean of Grace, blesses all His devotees, 
the pure and the impure. 1) 


devotees who dedicaté their thoughts, 


to Him Therefore He is known as the Ocean of Grace 


as is described in Sri Acharyajis “Trividhar 
{Theee types of Names] treatise; ”' 
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Verse 6 


[In the next 5 verses Sri Harirayji 
tion in order to teach the devotees about 
humble heart.) 

“[have no good association,on the contrary Lam regu- 
larly in bad company and so my mind is going round 
and round in a cycle of worldly pleasures.” [6] 


Tika 
Now Sri Harirayji describes explains; “Even though | 
. should have no anxiety but only pure faith in the Lords 
protection, still the association of great devotees, so 
essential to avoiding the obstructions which bad 
association brings, is lacking. This good association is 
very hard to find in this Age of struggle but bad 


i describes his condi- 
developing a 


0 yasnirna’ 
[Conclusions on Renunciation]treatise Sri Mahaprabhu 
eerie hd so eslald Re Nit ed 
one whose ly is overcome with worldly desires.” 
These and other teachings tell us that bad company can 
influence us to be overwhelmed by mundane cravings. 

7 My mind is wandering round and round as if ona 
Spleens discus have no faith in the Lord. Because of 
See ee aeabee types ot worldly gricf 

a result my intelligence is corrupted [6] 


“At tie 


Shikshy Pay 
Tika 
ind is confused because of my ke, 

Bary and becoming attached to sense arate td 
Therefore | am suffering many types of grief 1 at 
find a pure devotee with whom to associate, yw) Not 
help me in these terrible times? 1 take shelter "tl 
Vallabhacharyajis lotus feet and trust them as my o; y 
guide. Indeed, only they can help me. Here Sri Hatiray x 
teaches that in this present Age of struggle ede 
surrender to Sri Acharyajis feet will grant the perf y 
results of devotion. Without this shelter, even jg yor 

rm endless acts of devotion, you will not find 
liberation from the impurities arising from, bad 
company and this impure age and you will remain 
attached to sensual activities and wander around as jf 
tied toa wheel. Those acts of devotion will bear no fruit 
Therefore Vaishnavas following the Path of Grace should 
undoubtedly firmly grasp Sri Acharyaji’s lotus feet as 
their only shelter. [7] 


Verses 
“The forces of time have made my mind slip from its 


mood of surrender. Now it is continually wrapped up 
in worldliness and so my heart is full of fear.” [8] 


Tika : 
Thave heard about the agonies of this Age and that there 
is no agony equal to that of the cycle of birth and death. 
{have heard this over and over from the elders. | am 
stuck in this worldly mind-set. This Age is so difficult 
wherein all knowledge is supressed and it seems only 
worldly activities are possible and I am involved in 
them; thus my heart is full of fear. When King Parikshit 
was struck by this fear of death then, by the Lords g00d 


oe ec 
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grace, he was able t 


{8} 
Verse9 
“Who can fathom compassionate Sri Krishnas scheme?. 
I cannot, so my mind is distressed. [9]” 
Tika 
Who can know the Lord’s intentions? Really, no-one 
can find them out, even if they try in many many ways 
. Ifthe Lord takes mercy and reveals His plan then only 
can it be known. As a result your devotional life of 
service and remembrance with body mind and speech 
will be facilitated. Without His mercy it is impossible to 
have unshakeable faith. This is why I am dejected. 
Without His Grace everything and every activity is 
permeated with sadness. [9] 
Verse10 
Everything else can be understood by reading The 
Vaishnava Premijis letter. Reading it has refreshed and 
enlightened my heart. [10] 
Tika 


The devotee Premji has sent me a letter abor i: 

ut this; it 
needs to read carefully. It tells us how we falas to 
the merciful Lord; this knowledge disperses our 


sadness a little, and we can then tient! 
granting of the Lords Grace for He will obec ics 


a tna’ [Nine Jewels]treatise Sri Vallabhac 
ne Nie ." For one who has dedicated themseiy 
ji has nether with or without proper cae 
standing, there are nO worldly concerns.” 
: our life to Sri Krishna and your mind yi 
hen the Lord blesses you. 110) 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 16 


LETTER : 17 - [13 Verses] 
“CONSIDERING RENUNCIATION” 


Translators introduction- 


This letter clearly explains the nature of renunciation 
in this Path of Grace, and states the importance of faith, 
surrender and good association. 
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tter will describe the two facets of re- 
hs the impossibility of following the Path 
given the ‘embodied souls basic nature, concluding that 
Fis Path will only be fruitful when one takes shelter in 
Sri Acharyaji’s lotus feet whilst avoidingbad company 
and faithlessness. Just previously we read how it is 
impossible to fathom the Lords intention and this can 
grieve the mind, although one should stil be patient 
‘and trust in His mercy. When He grants His blessings 
‘one can achieve high or medium levels of devotion. It 
can be said that the devotional Path is only one, so what 
are the high and medium Paths? The description 
follows— 


Verse 1 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji has explained the difference be- 
tween the inferior renunciation of ones wealth and home 
and the superior type of renunciation that is accom- 
plished by joining everything to Sri Krishna. [1] 


Tika 
Sri Acharyaji has explained these 2 grades of devotion 


in his “Bhaktivardhini"|How to increase Devotion] 
treatise;” if you are free from all other occupations, 
worship Sri Krishna lovingly. Serve Him with song, 
perform devotional listening and undertake other 
exalted activities. If you have worldly obligations then 
fix the mind on Sri Hari by always list 

evoti 
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Shia y 
Him in good company I you do have oth, 
or 
but still absorb your mind in Him this man 4 MBaing 
as an inferior state of affairs. Sri Hariy ts 


you should abandon your home 
involvements and religious consideration, : Wong 
worship the Lord. For example, Gadadhoa™ 8 
this and whilst avoiding all other ac tivitic 

fill the Lords water pot. Also like Padmangpyes 
made his loving offerings of chick PeAS t0 the 
These are examples of superior devotional i 
However if you cannot do this, dedicate all nag 
in His service in as fine a way as possible including ae 
wealth and your home. You will definitely receive Hy 
Grace. [1] is 


to 
Nabhdasi Whe 


Verse2 
Moreover it is repeatedly taught to always cultivate 
detachment and contentment but to discard selfish 
sense-gratifying activity. [2] 
Tika 
You should cultivate detachment and satisfaction 
because then your heart will not be troubled by worldly 
joy and grief relating solely to your body and mundane 
relations. You will be able to proceed on your 
devotional path.Jf you cultivate satisfaction then this 
positive attitude effects automatic facilitation of your 
needs. Then you are blissful and do not Ce ft 
sinful path of greedy desire.In his Sri Sul 
: a treatises Sri Acharyaji has written"The Lord 
th oft A‘ 


| a 
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Go, NEVER give up detachment and satisfaction, 
fish sense-gratification If you involve 


he latter your heart develops 4 
re which can then spread 
and then it is impossible to 


divine consciousness or feeling for the Lord. 


in his “Sanyasnirnay” 


eelfis! 


Renuncal 
Krishna will nevé 
jsovercome with worl 


must definitely give UP these sel 


(2i 
Verse 3 
similarly it is stressed everywhere NE VER to leave the 
association of ‘accomplished devotees and to carefully 
avoid”Anyasraya “(taking shelter in or being loyal to 
any other godhead or path] knowing it to be a great 
obstacle. [3] 
Tika 


Never: leave the association of pure devotees for it is 
your highest duty and hugely important for your 

ual life. In the Ist canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
wemelea sarement Dy Sri Shaunakji;” A moments asso- 
bare with a great devotee of the Lord is worth more 
/ hae and is the greatest benediction 


2d Shikshy Oe | 


by a huge serpent. Sx 
sot swallowed up DY Sil Gy 
follower, anold lady, asked the hakim to feeq ies 


Sri Krishna disappeared from her sight Damoda 

wife had misplaced loyalties and her son was bean . 
demonic tendencies. Therefore always avoiq 4 
sraya, it isa huge obstacle in your devotional life Ht 


With 


Verse 4 


Thus what and how to renounce, and what not to 

nounce have been explained; these principles appl a 
everything and everywhere. The embodied soul ie 
ackieve nothing on its own strength. [4] R 


Tika 


Sei Acharyaji has described these principles in his $y 
Subodhiniji and other treatises: On reflection you should 
understand what should be renounced, and renounce 
it; that which should not be renounced should be 
adopted; thoughtfully keep closeto your heart anything 
which is helpful in your Path of devotional service to 
the Lord. However, embodied souls are weak and 
unable to decide and then act on what should be 
renounced and what should not. Lord Brahma, Lord 
Siva and Sri Naradji are great renunciates but even their 
renunciation is not in their own control, so what to speak 
of embodied souls? Their efforts have no result and they 
7 impure by nature caught up in the delusory energy — 


) 
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Thus the Lord spoke to Arjuna: “eave all 
paths, surrender to Me, 1 shall dispose of all 
Fd liberate you.” This is the lawful way,to 


d then give a reward.Jn contrast, In Sri 
surrender can be perfected 
Its and lacking wisdom, 


your sins” 
righteous 
your sins 


remove sins an 
‘Acharyajis Path of Grace, 
who are full of fau 


even in those 
‘and refuge: [10] 


perserverance 
Versel1 
pure devotees who 


Always keep the company of those 
know the Path, who are totally surrendered to the Lords 
Lotus Feet and who are always keen to contemplate 


the inner meaning of the teachings of the Path. (1) 


Tika 
To souls whoenter the Path of Grace through surrender 
toSri Acharyaji he grants devotion to the Lords Feet. In 
fact he created this Path of Surrender for such souls. 
‘Therefore one should constantly ponder upon the inner’ 
meaning of his teachings, knowing that Sri Acharyaji 
promises| to perfect the souls surrender to the Lord. So, 
in this way, keenly think about his words and have full 


ane them. Then, standing directly before: ‘Sri Krishna, 

rec ‘Krishnasraya’ treatis 1 
astaya' treatise [Refuge in Sri Krishna} 

and truly, your life purpose will be perfected. 1] ‘ 
7 Verse 12 


SI 
E hikshy ty 


Tika 


service to the Lord as possible accor, 
pie Grace and to the best of your abi 
Aeharyah as stated “If you ileal have time.in at 
times and bad times, still serve In the 8th canto, Of the 
Srimad Bhagavatam Brahmaji says If you Water iu 
the roots of a tree, that water will extend to bot, the 
large and small branches as well as to the leaves 
Watering the branches or leaves themselves Serve 
purpose, in fact it can be damaging. In the same wa, 
service to Sri Krishna serves all other godheads and 
gouils whereas service to such gods benefits neither them 
nor the Supreme Lord Himself”, Service to our Lord sy, 
Krishna is equal to watering the roots of the tre 1 
whereby the branches and leaves benefit. Worshipping 
other godheads is like watering the leaves and the 
branches, Therefore serve Sri Krishna; this is the most 
important activity for a pure devotee on the Path of 
Grace. Activities opposed to the Path of Grace are like 
fire which can burn you, so avoid and renounce all 
contradictory practices. [12] 


Verse 13 
Always keep enlightened association with devotees | 
who are true to Sri Acharyajis Path, who are free from 
egotistical mundane activities and who are forever 
humble before their guru and his teachings. [13] 


Tika 
Try toalways associate with great devotees o1 
of Grace. In his "Bhaktivardhini” [How to 
Devotion|treatise Sri Acha ; 
[you shout 


/.. i 


2” 


hiksha Patra 


then, after completion of your service you 
ist f great devotees. He 
fisten to the words of such greal 

te s” Nirodha lakshana” [Nirodha, bound 


states in hi 1 
ea Hariltreatise;” the blessing, of the Great devotees 
always produces: blissful praise that is not like the tunes 


of worldly people. It is like comparing sta le dry food to 
arich delicious meal” 
Keeping worldly company and listening to 
mundane chitter- chatter can never give the same 
pleasure as listening to the great devotees. Their 
company compares to the delicious meal, whilst the 
worldly association compares to thestale dry food. Their 
company and their words are very juicy, just likea meal 
of the best food offered to the Lord. Partaking of it 
removes all your impurities. The words of the worldly 

are like dry, nasty food. 
Therefore, always remain in the company of great 
devotees of the Lord, avoid worldly interactions)stay 
humbly in the service of your Guru and dedicate your 
life to him;” O,my guru, lord of the universe, please 
protect me who have come to take shelter at your feet, 
burnt as lam by the mundane world and bitten as Lam 
by the snake of this Age of struggle” Stay in the Guru's 
shelter in this way. If he blesses you, so will the Lord. If 
heisunhappy with you so will the Lord be; [If the Lord 
is unhappy with you it is the Guru who will protect 
you. If your Guu is displeased with you there is no- 
Be to protect you So, dedicate your self to your guru, 
yachnavs qualities, then Sri Acharyaji 


teachings 


1 1s 
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Tika 


There are unrighteous embodied souls who indulge in 
villainous activities. They will never gain entry to the 
Path of Grace since they are engaged twenty-four hours 
in worldly sense-gratificatory activities; so how could 
they ever gain entrance therein? It would be impossible 
and so how could such an embodied soul even foster 
the desire for the reward of the Path of Grace? If not 
situated on the Path so how could they receive the 
Reward of the Path? Such an embodied soul is 
insignificant and wicked! The way and means to uplift 


such a soul by permanently breaking its worldly ties is 
now described—{5] 


Verseé 
Taking perfect shelter in Sri Acharyaji’ 
ryaji’s lotus feet 
Sean Tema and always grants the necessary 


Tika 
Although the embodied soul is 
impurities and therefore 
faults, if that soul takes 
lotus feet then it will | 


Lost 
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sha tay 
ji has stated” Sri Krishna Uli y 


surrendered” and” In weaknes Oe 
88 op 


Gri Achary@ 


who are always " and” 
strength always surrender to Sri Hari”. 


Therefore, if you can humbly abandon relia 
allother practices to reach the Lord and take firm em 
in Sri ‘Accaryajis lotus feet, you will surely ache re 
reward of the Path of Grace. {6] e the 


Verse 7 


Then[thru such perfect surrender] your mind wil] > 
lose interest in the Path even if plagued by bad asso. 
ciation and it will not become faithless even if ravaged 


by this impure Age.[7] 
Tika 


.d above that surrender certainly brings 
in its wake the Reward of the Path but you still have 
to be wary of impurities that may appear and become 
obstacles. One is bad association which uproots your 
love for the Lord, dissipates your enthusiasm and 
eventually destroys your surrender. Bharat had to 
endure three re-births because of his attachmentto the 
deer. Dvividha was an ape who was a devotee of Si 
Ramachandra. He associated with Narakesura and 

thence began to fight with Sri Baladevji. Therearemany 

such accounts of people falling from their Path due? 
bad company and losing their faith due to this imput® 
Age. When you become faithless you lose | 


Ithas been state 


or 
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Verse 8 p 
i ji in his “Vivekadhairyasraya 
ri Acharyaji has stated in ipe 
Huon Perserverance and Refugeltreatise; Never 


lose faith because this is a huge obstacle”. In ire Bee 
of Grace faith perfects surrender and ts ous roo Hee 

ciple. When the roots of a tree are firm so is the w rp le 
rest of the tree. In this very way firm faith will lead to 


firm surrender which is the foundation of this Path of 


Grace. [8] 
Tika 

On this subject of never losing faith Sri Acharyaji has 
stated in his “Vivekdhaairyasraya” treatise; Never lose 
faith. If you do it will impede your every situation. 
Understand lack of faith from the story of Hanuman 
who broke free from the powerful bramhastra weapon 
because his captors lost faith in it. Understand faith from 
the tale of the cataka bird who forsakes all water except 
for raindrops from certain clouds. 

Consider these examples and only use that which 
comes to you without selfish possessiveness. Never lose 
faith. When Ravana lost faith his brahmastra lost its 
Power and Hanumanji burnt Lanka down. The cloud 
satisfies the catakas unbroken faith. Lack of faith belongs 
to souls with demonic tendencies, therefore you should 
Bes ekeetheh: Faith is the root and foundation of 

c! ajis Path o} 
generates sur der = aaaee prs sbave B sieeatt 


Shi 
cad = Pity ¥ 


the teacher who shows us the a 
3 i 


is kno 
‘Oot of an 


Tika 

9 doubt that an embodied souls existen, 
fected when their surrender is constant. This ae 
‘of Grace iS purely concerned with surrender to % 
of Gina Who is the Supreme Reward of the Pathang 
the Supreme Personification of Grace and this Path hac 

been uniquely created by Sri Acharyaji [9] 

In his “Sti Krishnasraya” [Refuge in Sri Krishna} 
treatise Sri Acharyaji has written “implore Sri Krishn 
to uplift those souls who take refuge in Him alone" In 
this way devotees on the Path of Grace have their 
Jication perfected through Sri Acharyajis submission 


There is 


to Sri Krishna. Inhis “Vivekdhairyasraya” [Wisdom, 
Perserverance and Refuge] treatise Sri Acharyaji 
explains how He takes into his own shelter those 
embodied souls who are devoid of means to reach the 
Lord and lack wisdom, perserverance and devotion. 
Again in this treatise he statesSri Hari is the refuge for 
those souls who are empowered and also those who 
are powerless”. Thus surrender within the Path ‘of Grace 
is perfection for those embodied souls who have ® 
other means to reach the Lord. 

The Lord has described surrender vital 


shiksha Patra 
< “What is ™Y 
et to ask themselves 5a pave 


Id | be doing?” 
uestions an 


thus they fors' 
MY iny? What shou! 


nswers tO these q 

nd mistaken'y : 
ess demands 

example, dealing dless de 

with whom theif TE eel 


and temporary: THs = h whom their 
rat saciatll ith those wit wi 
tivity suchas associating ;rown personal 


elationshil isspiritual,establis } ; 
righteous math, serving the Lord, remembering, Himand 


singing His praises etc. it 
Verse 2 


The Lords close devotees should n 


selves in techniques of survival an 
Will the Lord, a Storehouse of Grace, 


for them? [2] 


ot solely engage them- 
d filling their bellies. 
not achieve this 


Tika 


We have just read that it is not appro riate for 
Vaishnaves on the Path of Grace to ae ioeiaa 
themiele with worldly survival techniques. Sri 
‘ ris! a isan Ocean of Grace and provides nourishment 
ibe: cit wide world, so will He not provide for 
ae raat Him? He has always been most 
ee ae those who serve Him so therefore 
incon s should, realising this, have heartfelt 
Lord lf iti ly perform their duties of service to th 
itsttly eset for them to dobasiness they 
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Ta 


must never forget that the Lord jg 5 


devotee ° 
d of perfecting every situation, he Ang 


totally capable 


Verse 3 land half of verse 4) 


Sri Acharyaji advises in his “Navaratna’ (Th 
Jewels! treatise that a devotee should nevey be Nine 


bout anything. In his commentary Sy ean 
F 2 SAin i} 


shoul 
tet how 


us al 
reiterates this by stating that a true devotee 
never be worried about the world nor even abo: 
to attain the Lord and that this is the Lords o 
promise, and therefore worthy of contemplation, rea 
Navaratua treatise states that this applies equally 3 
those who surrender to the Lord with or without 
understanding. Within the recognition that no Specific 
practice can be seen as a tool to persuade the Lord, then 
what could be the fruit of knowledge? [3/4] 
Inote to verse 3]; It is stated in the “Navaratna * (Nine 
jewels] treatise that all those who surrender, whether 
they do it with or wi thout without knowledgeable un- 
derstanding, need never have any spiritual anxiety . 
Both are given equal status. The fruit for those who 
surrender knowledgably is discussed in the next verse. 


[second half of verse 4 and verse 5] 


Tika 
Sri Acharyaji has taught in his “Navaratna” [Nine 
Jewels] treatise that one should never allow anxiety 0 
" Surrendered souls should 


Shiksha Patra 
ea over 
it “Nine Jewels” 5 neve 
Again the state! 

to worry, 
without the 


surrendere s; either WAY, 
teachings oF SI™ fat re is to burn 
eed have ne eeReen it is held purposely OF 
fhe hand that holds it WHO Th power then what *® 
by ccd ene La eae ie ‘Lord made through the 
speak of surrene ei evan a surrendered souls 
auspices of Sti Acharyaji? How cana SU ae 

destiny ever be mundane?! In theé canto of the rs 
Bhagavatam itis stated; The Name of the Lord is such 
that, whether uttered through ignorance or with 
knowledge, it will burn away your sins justas fire burns 

wood”. 

ee Therefore, keep this understanding in your heart 
Pi renga all anxiety. Focus your heart exclusively 
ie ge to the Lord. If an embodied souls 
promised understanding begets worry about its 
lack of spiritual practice then what can ripe 
knowledge? Never worry! If a result from 
devoidiofmeans tareachs it you consider yourself 
that when Sri Acharyaji a: ‘our Lord then just remember 
i accepts you your surrender to 


the Lord is perfected 
"i ah oy F = 
knowledgable panes Cie will discuss those 


separation from Him. [3/4| perience the pain of 


you ni 


Shi 
Soh 
Tika 


When Sri Acharyaji grants an embodieg 
experience of separation from the Lord then that the 
enters the heart. Grief appears everywhere ang trig 
cannot connect with Sri Hari who is the Reve Soy 
Sorrow. In thisstate the only thing which ic ea al 
any way at all is ones relationship with gn ,°""8in 
every other moment only brings sadness, This 
separation in the heart is the ultimate fruit of the es of 
of Grace. ath 
The realm of those mundane souls Who hay, 
connection to the Lord’s pastimes is completely ae au 
of bliss for He never gives them a glimpse of jt aw 
souls wander around in the material world repandi, = 
itas the fruit of their lives and so never connect yi 
the Lord’s pastimes and never fee! bliss, 
The divinely oriented souls connected to the Lord's 
pastimes take shelter in Sri Acharyajis feet and boy 
"pure company. [f their mundane involvement does not 
“disappear immediately then it does so gradually as they 
ponder on the Lord in their minds and hearts with the 
mood of service to Him. They realize that they had 
forgotten the Lord and that their Path is to serve and 
remember Him always. Divine souls have this know- 
ledge but demonic souls do not. [4/5] 


Verse 6 
~ Establish in your heart this Sri Krishna who is at 
_ discreet, full of bliss, always engaged in pastimes, 
oes elena His bliss-filled Name and 
E o wotees’ love. [6] 


-— 


.18- verses! 
p OF SEPA\ 
GON THE 
DERI TION” 
Translators introduction- 
‘This 18” letter provides as! sharp reminder that ae 
sere must waste time but, instead, curb their 
ic tendencies to agent material life and 

mt abo it, and thus dedi te their whole life to 

the Lords Service. 
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INDEX 


ANXIETY ABOUT WORLDLY AND SPIRITUAL LIFE 
CONNECTION TO THE LORDS DIVINE PLAY 
OF DEDICATED SOULS 
PrivINk SOULS HAVE CORRECT KNOWLEDGE 
EXPECTATION OF REWARD, ENJOYMENT VS 
(OR FAME INAPPROPRIATE 
pki OF THE LORDS NAME 


[RE OF SEPARATION ie 
FIRE OF WORLDLINESS s 
FOL LOWSRIVALLABHACARYAIIS 

TEACHINGS STRICTLY rf 
FOUR SUPREME ESSENCES OF PUSTI MARGA aie 
LIBERATION, SCORNED BY VAISHNAVAS a 
LORD HIMSELF NOURISHES THOSE WHO 

SERVE HIM HUMBLY : 
OCCUPATION APPROPRIATE FOR A DEVOTEE 11 
ONE-POINTED DEVOTION-LIKE PRAHLADJ! Hd 
REMOVAL OF IMPURITJES i 
SERVICE TO THE LORD IS VAISHNA VAS 

TRUE DHARMA n 
SRI KRISHNAS ESSENTIAL FORM 5 
SRI KRISHNAS OPPOSITION TO 

WORLDLY INVOLVEMENT 7 

. SRI KRISHNAS TRUE FORM RESIDES IN 


SKI MAHAPRABHUJIS HEART 
| KRISHNAS BODILY HAIR,LOTUS FACE, NECTAR 
GAZE, LOVE FORM,PEACOCK FEATHER w/M) 


shiksho Patra 


ING OTHERS: WHOM MAY WE TEACH? 
CORRECT A1TITUDE 


4 eAcH 
fIME-A DEVOTEES 
fOWARDS IT 

MEATS NATUR 


£ AND POWER 


w 
L? 
; ODy ss 
In this 18th letter itis descr SON 
for enlightened ist sola 

c Souls to exist ‘Sing 

ling their bellies Th ee 
Separation f¢ ff 
No bliss at i eh in 

t which j 108 at ther 

as and pastimes, a re bt “2 , 
avoid worldly mental invo}; 
in i heart and never conalicrag Ba! si a 
to the Lord xcept for Sri Si ee 
> Lo Vvaminiji, Sr mPa 
Gusainji. The nature of this Ageorien enti a 
Surrender and service described in the a aia 
and the embodied Soul often does Bie se 
clearly-here follows a description of ho they eis 
knowledge of this, me be 


Verse 1 
Time which steals years from ev if 
eryones life 
wards and the embodied soul fails to eee ri 
Hence they become distracted from their service ang 
other spiritual practices and Set entangled in their ow, 
self-centered activities [1] 


Tika 

‘Time runs its own course and at every moment ste 
away the embodied souls years of life as they fail t 
recognize that their life is ticking past and therefore 
allow themselves to get distracted from its true purpose. 
They occupy themselves with mundane and soln 
» involvements, the nourishment of their body an 
sensual activities and are se anxiety abou 


qaksha Patra 
Tika ; 
js this Sri Krishna like? He is Seale 
hat 15 His essence an 
oo as a eae Jed even from the most 


err what Hes not He are Bl, From 

w wil ; 
intelligent trvof it the whole world can be filled 
i aes . 25 Krishnasraya” [Refuge in 
has stated” All the gods are 
less Brahmans bliss is qualified.Sri 


ie all other s 
Krishna who at aly 

mless and constant. ’ 
tee Krishna always grants this bliss to the Vraja 


Devotees by His loving pastimes, for example, 
witholding His presence in order to increase the bliss, 
removing the Gopis’ pride who then became humble 
and thus made Him reappear. In the Gitagovinda we 
find this prayer “Please place your Lotus Feet on my 
head. Your Feet are my heads finest adornment.” Thus 
in this humble attitude the Gopis entreat Him in many 
ways. The Lord is filled with the Gopis’ love and they 
experience His loving nectar through their constant 
loving sentiment towards Him. [6] 


Verse7 
Establish this Sri Krishna in your heart, who appears 
mast beauteous as He sits in His mother Yashoda's 
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Tika 
So, what is this Sri Krishna like? It is a marvello 
beautiful scene when His mother Yashoda sits Hj sly 
herlap to feed Him. He wraps Himself around hee in 
like an innocent infant. leck 

He is opposed to an embodied souls mung, 
involvement with those with whom their relationshi, 
is no deeper than a temporary or physical one Fs 
example their husband, children, wife, home and foc} 
and religious rituals. 

Once when the milk she was cooking began to boi} 
‘over Sri Yashodaji took her son off her lap and put Him 
on the ground in order to attend to the milk, Sri Krishna 
who loves milk could not tolerate this! So He smashed 
the pots containing yoghourt and fed any butter He 
found to the monkeys. His message was “Donot neglect 
me todo your household duties or I will make sure they 
as well as your social and religious activities are never 


The devotees who take firm refuge in Sri Krishna 
have their worldly involvements destroyed. This is 
because such involvements and attachmentto themare 
a great obstruction to their devotional mood.So the Lord 
Himself will remove mundane attitude and attachment, 
lust anger greed, jealousy, egotism, possessiveness and 
worldly illusion from those souls who are sincerely and 
fully devoted to Him [7] 
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Shiksha Patra 
have molded their worldly and spiritual lives into Him 
a 
alone. (8) 
Tika 


very moment when Sri Krishna considers 
Javotees heart lust, anger, greed, jealousy 
ceri other impurities are expelled therefrom. 

When He does enter such a pure heart He grants 
that devotee the deep pain of separation from Him 
which causes them to abandon worldly activities and 
to pine for His sight. <= ‘ A 

The Lord rejoices in this situation. The Gopis are 
the pinnacle of perfection of this state of being, for the 
nectar and love-filled Lord reigns in their hearts. They 
dont revel in household duties and spend their days 
pondering on The Song of the Flute and The Song in 
Pairs of Verses from the Srimad Bhagavatam wherein it 
is also described[in the 5 chapters concerning the Rasa 
Lila when the Lord dances with the Vraja devotees] how 
the Lord disappeared from their sight and only 
reappeared after they had suffered horrible pangs of 
separation from Him and only then He granted them 
His loving contact. Would He have appeared without 
ein pining for Him? Therefore the more deep pain and 
zeae you ; Cigar the more it should be 


At that 
entering 4 


Verse9 
Eepablisty zs this Sri Krishna in your heart who rests upon 
headed serpent Shesha which is Sri 


ws Sri Pa 


Tika 


filled Sri Krishnas pastimes with His dey, 
TA Makaprabhu heart which is lke the Sha’ 
sespent, the resting place of Lord Narayana in the 
primordial ocean of milk. On that Shesha serpents ily 
rests Lord Narayana with His sole beloved Sri Laxmi 
On this Shesha serpents coils which is Sri Mahaprabhy. 
fisheart rests the Nectar-filled Sri Krishna replete wig, 
the loving sentiments of countless devotees why 
surround Him and are ready to engage in loving 
pastimes with Him. 

Sri Mahaprabhuji reveals his heart in the 10th 
canto of his Sri Subodhiniji where he states “I bow down 
to Sri Krishna, the Ocean of Divine potency, who ig 
served by thousands of Laxmis all engaged in blissful 
inter-action with Him and who rests on the coiled 
serpent of my heart situated in the milky ocean of His 
pastimes.” 

inthis way Sri Krishna plays in Sri Acharyajis heart, 
just how is revealed here in these auspicious beginning 
verves of Sri Subodhiniji, Sri Acharyaji then shows these 
divine activities in his heart to his intimate devotees, 
‘When the devotees remember Sri Acharyaji in this way 
then they also gain the experience of the Lords play. 9} 


‘Shiksha Patre 


makes various loving pastimes with 
is full of bliss; this makes His 


He glances kindly towards them } 
imbibe the essence of His Love [10] 


Tiks 
Sri Krishna wears a crown 
Form is that of the Nectar 


to show that His form is t 
Therefore, constantly 
StiKrishna_ who i 


who is e1 


im, engage with Him 
love. [11] 


Verse 12 
4s you live it is you 


Shi 
286 isha Paps 
vanayour wealth. Inhis” Siddhantamy 
your body an jecklace Teachings|treatise Sri Ach, 


“(The Pearl Ni : 
ener ‘Always perform Sri Krishnas pleag 
service, the highest form of which is when it spon? 


Jy fills the mind and heart” 

Alwaysserve Himand your mental absorption bre 
His service will be perfected. Seeking such Perfection 
incorvice isthe devotees duty in life. Ifa brahmin doe 
notchant the gayatri mantra his brahminhood dissolve, 
In the same way a Vaishnava remains a Vaishnay, 
through serving the Lord. Therefore serve Him know 
this to be your true Path-Do not do it with a desire for 
worldly or scriptural gain, liberation or any other 
reward. Never serve Sri Krishna with the Bteedy 
thought that Vaishnavas will give you things because 
you are doing it or to become famous or receive praice 
asa great and well-known Vaishnava. 

In the Sth canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri 
Krishna says to Durvasa “One can gain the four types 
of liberation through serving Me but the true devotees 
do not entertain such a reward knowing that they are 
fulfilled just by the service alone. They are never 
debased by the unfavorable influences of time ora desire 

fame and fortune.” In all these ways the Lord tells 

a devotee is fulfilled by serving Him and thatif 
them the four types of liberation in returnthey 
accept. [living in the Lords realm, proximity to 
d, being joined to the Lord and having a form 
rd} A devoteeis fulfilled service 


D f 


uktaval 
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Verse 13 

ice to Sri Krishna according to Sri Acharyajis 
eau and none other. Donot just rely on your 
per tion or get involved with inappropriate 
devotional attitudes. [13] 

Tika 

A Vaishnava should serve the Lord according to Sri 
Acharyajis Path of Grace and no other way. Donot just 
use your imagination; if you dont know then ask an 
accomplished Vaishnava. Do not do your service 
resentfully as if it were a worldly task or without loyalty 
and faith. Rather, know your service to be the greatest 
reward in life and do it with full love and affection. 13] 


Verses 14/15 
Establish in your heart the following brief essential 
truth; Sri Krishna who sits in Sri Yashoda’s lap is the 
supreme essence. If you give your mind to any other 
than Sri Acharyaji, his lineage and the Gopis, or 
consider others to be equal to them,your devotional 
insight will be ruined. 14/15] 


Tika 
Vaishnavas should make service to Sri Krishna and 
know the following four matters to be of the supreme 
First Sri Krishna who sits in Sri Yashodas lap. Sr 
stated that anyone who says otherwise has 
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If you consider any worldly being to be eg, 
similar to these then your intelligence wil} imme! or 
be ruined, and your attitude will become q, lemon’ 
the Varta literature we find the story of Ramdagi In 
visited the home of Mirabai and sang the Praises ie 
Acharyaji. Mirabai then asked him to SiNg a song me Hs 
Sri Krishna. When Ramdas heard this he insukat 
badly and asked her ifshe thought the song was aj” 
her husband. He swore never to see her again, Mirah ‘ 
asked him to stay but he refused and left that Ry 
When Citasvamihad to visit Birbalto collect some fe 
he sang” doubtless Sri Giridhariji and Sri Vitthalnahy 
are eachother” Birbal asked Citasvami what answer 
would give the Emperor if he asked him about this 
statement. Citasvami replied” You area sinful barbarian 
and I will never look at your face again.” He left the 
fees and came away. These are examples of committed 
Vaishnavas. Never even consider any of these four as 
having comparison in the material world. If you do your 

ig will be degraded.Sri Harirayjji's advice is 
to astutely follow the teachings in this letter. [15] 


Verse 16 


If you meet someone who is spiritually qualified and 
has faith and who of their own accord asks about the 
Path,you may teach them. [16] 


Tika 
The teachings of the previous verse should not be 
i cree Li romenne seem boar 
. i teachings then speak to al 
h 1¢ Lords wish 
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i _It is not up to you to call them 
only ie Be gener important point. Just as a 
be tan tain liquid, so the essence of these 
i t be retained by one who is not 
eive them. Therefore do not speak of 


these matters to any other. [16] 


Verse 17 
Whenan embodied soul is perfectly focused on the 
Lord thru recounting His pastimes and other related 
activities then He becomes pleased with them and 
blesses them. Just as a man full of desire is gratified by 
his lovers messenger, SO the Lord is pleased by those 
devotees who recount His divine pastimes. [17] 


Tika 
The previous verses have told how an embodied 
soul reaps the perfect reward of the Path of Grace when 
they are always engaged in devotional activities. 
Hiranyakashyap inflicted terrible suffering on Prahladji 
because of his beliefs but Prahladji never fora moment 
flinched from his devotional path and was completely 
surrendered to and reliant on the Lord. Then the Lord 
erpeares as Sri Narasimhadevji and removed all 
les from Prahladjis path, thus iting him the 
perfect reward. In the same way, Reise ae the Path 
of Grace who are always attentive to that Path will 
receive the supreme reward. The Lord is compassionate 
and so will be very pleased with such devotees. 
Itisadefinite principle of the Path of Grace that just 
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and thus 
sr 
cine es it Path. [1 
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18 
CONCLUDES LETTER 

iS 

THU: 


LETTER : 19 - [10 Verses] 


REMEMBRANCE OF THE 
EIGHT SYLLABLE PRAYER 


Translators introduction- 


‘The Age of kali in which we are living is a very difficult 
period for the development of Vaishnava conscious-ness. 
This letter recommends Satsanga, the compay of pure 
devotees, the Eight Syllable Mantra and surrender to 


Sri Vallabhacharyaji as the formula to override bad 
influences. 


A 
Sg 
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m2 Sri 
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CORRUPTION THRU BAD ASSOCIATION 

pUTYOFA HUMAN BEING 

EIGHT SYLLABLE PRAYERRESTORES ATTITUDE 5 
AND JOY OFSURRENDER TO LORD. 

QUALITIES OF A PURE DEVOTEE 


GENSE DISTRACTIONS DAMAGE 
DEVOTIONAL SENTIMENT 

SEPARATION FROM SRI VRAJA DHAM 

‘SHELTER INSRI VALLABHACARYA IS THE Me 
PERFECTION OF ACTION 9 
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INTRODUCTION 


This 19th letter talks about this Kali Yuga, the Age of 
Je in which we are living. There is so much bad 
eeeation and it is easy for ones intelligence to be 
rupted. Good company is very hard to find. So, what 
? 
9 Sita and endlessly chant the eight syllable 
prayer, and fix your mind on Sri Acharyaiis feet. In the 
ith letter we read how an enthusiastic and careful 
Vaishnava receives the devotional reward; but the 
kaliyug can present obstructions to this progress and 
‘one should be sure to steer clear of its influences inorder 
to be successful in ones devotional life. Read on; 


Verse1 

In this terrible Age of Struggle even the pure minded 
can have their spiritual understanding dimmed through 
the effects of bad association. [1) 

Tika 

This present age is very difficult;you can see its influence 
when even the pure minded can be corrupted by bad 
association. If an ordinary person is completely 
corrupted and foolish then it is not surprising!, for this 
Age is very difficult. But, why and how can a pure- 
minded person be corrupted? [1] 


. Verse 2 
The kind of good association in which there is a 


continual enlightened dialogue exclusively featuring Sri 
Krishna's pastimes and character is very rare. [2] 
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Tika 


sociation is so hard to find. Bad associat, 
fear the intelligence even of the pious, ie = 
benefit by a moments good association, what to g 
of what can be gained in the long term. Spend aj} Your 
time with a pure devotee lovingly discussing gj 
Krishna's Name, Form and pastimes and making sce 
to Him. A pure devotee naturally does these things by 
themselves and not for display. Keep their compan, 
‘Asa wet cloth will soak a dry cloth placed next to it, in 
the same way a pure devotee influences those who 
remain near them. [2] 

Verse3 
So rare is the devotee who is dedicated to Sri Acharyajis 
lotus feet, who is devoid of hypocrisy, and constantly 
engaged in serving Sri Krishna and contemplating His 
glories. [3] 

Tika: 
What should be the nature of that pure devotee whois 
‘so hard to find? Their mind should be endlessly focused 
‘on Sri Acharyajis lotus feet. They should be free of pride 
‘and hypocrisy and ready to serve Sri Krishna, constantly 
temembering His pastimes. They do not serve Him to 
show off and their mind is pure. Such a devotee is so 
hard to find in this Age of struggle. [3] 


Verse 4 


ayji describes his lack of good 
absence of goo! 
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i jati d so am 
er find any good association an 
di peaaihive not met a pure devotee. If I had I 
ist F 


i i devotion, but this is 
experience the bliss of f 
yeas ae without the company of such an accomp- 


lished devotee. [4] 
Verse 5: 
7 - 5 ” ~ 
“My heart is full of pain which no-one can remove b 
See in this whole earthly sphere I find nothing which 
can stop the devotees from crying.” [5s] 


Tika 


Sri Harirayji now very humbly recounts;” I dont know 
why I have taken up residence on this earth. That 
lifetime in which surrender to Sri Krishna the Remover 
of all sorrow is impossible is a waste of time.” In the 7th 
canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Prahladji states” 
Even in the youthful stage of life an intelligent being 
passes their time in pursuit of true devotion. Birth as a 
human being is hard to achieve and even then 
impermanent and so, once achieved, should have some 
substantial meaning.” 

Also, in the 11th canto,Janakavideha states” Birth 
asa human being is not easily attained and even when 
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the Lord are extremely rare. If you can manage to rise 
to this stage during your lifetime then you must do so, 

Thave not done this and so i regret my life in this 
body. It is as if i swapped a priceless jewel for a shell 
and then bemoaned my loss of the jewel. Therefore if 
you get a human birth and just squander it in worldly 
pursuits without surrendering to Sri Krishna then you 
are wasting the priviledge. I have not properly found 
my way to the Lord and i regret this in my heart. Who 
will now help me to remove this grief from my heart? 


(5) 
Verse 6 
Now my residence in Vraja, my sight of Sri Yamunaji 
and knowledge of Her Form, my experience of the true 
Form of the Sri Govardhan Hill, and my sight of Sri 
Govardhannathji, all these have become so distant from 
me. [6] 
Tika 

Ihave not succeeded in any way in taking shelter in Sri 
Krishna. I have not attained residence in His realm of 
Vraja which is a most elevated place. It is where your 
surrender to Sri Krishna can develop because He 

Vraja residents as His own and blesses them.[n 
this [have failed. I do not have the sight of Sri Yamunaji. 
She is so powerful, even if a rascal sips a few drops of 
Her waters, She protects them from unfavourable 
retribution. If an embodied soul surrenders to her She 
will reveal the Lords pastimes to them, perfect all their 
actions and give them a powerful body linked to the 
Divine. I have not had this sight. 


a 
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1 am also far from Sri Govardhan, the supreme 
mountain. By His Grace even the simple Bhil ladies who 
dwell in the forests were liberated by becoming 
devotees. lam so far removed from Him and also from 
the sight of Sri Krishna the Upholder of the Govardhan 
Hill. 1am in another land, what should | do? 

Itis taught that, on whatsoever you meditate, that 
will come close to you. Therefore, summoning them to 
your heart with the power of your mind now clearly 
see Vraja, Sri Yamunaji, Sri Girirajand Sri Govardha n- 
nathji and stop grieving! [6] 


Verse 7 
“But Lam plagued with sense distractions which dam- 
age my devotional sentiment for the Lord. And Iliveso 
far away without association with true devotees.” 71 
Tika 
If your body is full of sensual cravings then you are far 
removed from divine sentiment. Lf you heart is pure 
and you can go the whole day without engaging in 
worldly activities and attitudes, rather remembering the 
Lord and cherishing love for Him, then you will be 


granted everything you need to go closer. 
“lam pathetically sensual and far removed from 
divine love whilst I travel around and keep the company 


of worldly people. I rarely meet a true devotee although 
1 would love to in order 


is why Lam so sad.” {71 


to discuss divine matters. This 
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Tika 
“Accomplished devotees speak of the love-filled 
teachings of the Sri Subodhinjj. ete. Hearing these, ones 
heart becomes attuned to the way of worshipping 
through pure love. | am far from any such devotee and 
my loving heart becomes shadowed by contra 
sentiments. Therefore I do nosuitable practice and [live 
in an unfavourable place. I can only take shelter in Sri 
Krishna. lam incapable of anything else but trying to 
surrender to His will. What else can I do?” In the "Sri 
Krishnasraya” treatise [Refuge in Sri KrishnajSr 
‘Acharyaji has stated [am totally devoid of wisdom, 
nce and devotion and other virtues, | am 

attached to sin but I am humble. Sri Krishna alone is 
my refuge” 

lam indeed without adherence to the righteous 
pathof ‘wisdom, patience and devotion. lam full of bad 
qualities. But [am humble and Iam trying to surrender 
to Sri Krishna and take shelter in Him alone. I am 
capable of no other practice and therefore I resort to 
constantly and exclusively seeking refuge in my Lord.” 
{8} 


Verse 9 
Who can predict what Sri Krishna, the Ocean of Grace, 
will do next? I have no clue, therefore I take shelter in 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji. [9] 
Tika 

“{ cannot know what Sri Krishna’s next plan for me is. 
However, by the Grace of Sri Vallabhacharyaji I do know 
us ‘Sri Krishna is an Ocean of Mercy and most certainly 


e I dedicate my mind to 
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me and perfect all my actions. An embodied 
Be era reten to Sri Acharyajis lotus feet will find 
ail their actions perfected. They will experience 
. ximity to Vraja, Sri Yamunaji, Sri Giriraji and Sri 
Svaminiji and all Their pastimes. Those who do not thus 
surrender will not experience such fruition. Therefore I 
‘most willingly offer my mind and heart at Sri Acharyajis 
lotus feet."19] 

Verse 10 

Ofparticular note, I received a letter from Premji which 


was replete with devotion and afforded some comfort 
to my heart. (10) 


Tika 
Premiis letter contains more advice about the healthy 
state of mind you can achieve when you surrender to 
Sri Acharyaji and he then casts his grace-filled glance 
upon you, [10] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 19 


LETTER : 20 - [19 Verses] 


“GOOD ASSOCIATION /BAD 
ASSOCIATION. 


Translators introduction- 


This 20” letter addresses several issues crucial to a 
Vaishnavas attitude and life; difficulties that present 
themselves and the solutions to these according to Sri 
Vallabhacharyajis teachings. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In this 20th letter you will read how not to worry a 
the impurities you had before you took she| 
Lord; how you should live with awareness 
have surrendered to Him, how you should Ponder 
your self dedication, serve the Lord and Praise eee 
Donot listen to the words of those with finaas 
knowledge which may turn you away from the Path 
Grace. [note; ‘those with limited knowledge’ refers 
those who have studied a lot about the Path of Gra to 
but do not truly understand it, neither do they hace 
firm faith in it. ] Keep good company and have firm 
faith nSriVallabhacharyajs teachings. Try to associa, 
with accomplished devotees and never with those who 
oppose this Path. 


¥ about 
Iter in the 
After you, 


Versel 
I was delighted to receive your news. Know that Sri 
Hari willingly showers His Grace upon even the impure 
soul, [1] 


Tika 
I felt very content to receive and read your letter 
because, despite the great sadness which accompanies 
the loss of a family member, you have now gone beyond 
such grief and are yourself content. Now pay heed to 
the teachings which follow; 

‘Sri Hari issuch a merciful Lord. Although he knows 
the impurities of an embodied sou! He still blesses them 
without judging them. 

Shishupal was such a rascal, all he ever did was 
criticize the Lord. However, the Lord still liberated him. 
Indra opposed the Lord and sent his rain storms but 


_— 
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leased with him and blessed him. Sri 
oe Se lle Grace and likes to shower His blessings 
Sen embodied souls. Therefore, praise Him, remem- 
en and surrender to Him. [1] 


Verse 2 


When you are blessed by His Grace then there is nothing 

jou cannot achieve. Do not worry about your forma- 
tive impurities, [2] 

Tika 

The principle of this Path of Grace is that everything is 
perfected through the power of His Grace alone and 
not by the embodied souls’ efforts. Just how much 
striving can an embodied soul do? And even so, all the 
effort does not purify them. Do not, therefore, worry in 
vain. Sri Mahaprabhuji has taught; ”The embodied soul 
is impure by its very nature”. It is impure but thinks 
itself superior due to ignorance and thus fails in all its 


efforts. Know that everything is achieved through Grace 
alone and stop worrying (2) 


Verse 3 


If you allow worldly criticism to make you sad even 


after you are thoroughly absorbed in love ‘for the Lord, 
itis like eating unwholesome and indigestible food after 
taking a beneficial medicine. So do not let it even enter 
Your mind. [3] 


Tika 
‘orldly worries can destroy your 
Lord is that of eating indigestible 


leven after availing yourself of 
1 medicines. The qualities of the 


An example of how w 
mood ist love with the 
iIty and bitter 

. lovely curative herba! 


Fie give mizcopace to worklly worries that case 
dom 


This i why Sci Acaryai teaches os in 
“Navaretna” [The Nime Jewels] treatise 
‘Vaishnaveas who havea relationship with the Lord ang 
are surendered to Him should never ever worry.” Once 
am exbodiad soul has surrendered to the Lord they 
should definitely renounce all amdety and never even 
think about the criticism of worldly people or be sod 
becuse of 

‘There are so many different types of woridly souls 
who will criticise and blame you if you don’t tell them 
your secrets. You should simply tolerate this In the 
‘Svimad Bhagavetam welearn that when the Gopislet 
their worldly and scriptural obligations to worship the 
parents They did not pay heed to this, thus pleasing 
‘Sci Krishna who then granted them the supreme reward 
of participation in His Great Circle Dance. An accomp- 
fished devotee is thus able to tolerate any worldly 
cmc Bl 

Verse 4 
Proceed with caution! Bad association is problematic 
and can destroy your mood of divine love i instant. 
+5 ire anf , a 


eats Pate a7 


Tike 
Always be cautious! Bad association is 2 tremendous 
ekstacie. You may have accumulated such divine love 
over many births but it can alll be destroyed in just one 
has described many instances of how great devotees 
rave fallen down because of it. Therefore be careful and 
strenuously avoid it [4] 
Verse 5 

Wher the impious insult you regard it as a reasom for 
contentment because their criticism causes you to 
become especially tolerant and patient. These deceptive 
beings do not like devotees and a devotee finds no 
substance in the words of those who embrace false 
perception. [5] 


Tia 
If impious peopleinon-Vaishnavas, followers of other 
paths and those who have turned their face away from 
the Lord] insult you, do not be sad. Rather, be content 
that they make you realize your faults. So you gain 

" Gannot bear to listen to the words of such rascals. 
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ed their words The name of Sri Hari alo, 

eae to universally purify. [6] 
Tika 

| will now describe these rascals who have absolut 
no faith in this Path of Grace, and are fault-finding = ely 
from their previous births. The way of the Path Of Gra 
is well known in as much as it pays no heed to previes 
impurities but these rascals take shelter in this Path ay 
still find fault, never managing to abandon their cunnin, 
nature. They are demonic in character and have 
absolutely no faith in this Path. They remain impure 
and manifest only impurities. 

However, the Name of the Lord is such that, just 
by saying it once, it can dissolve all impurities. In the 
6th canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam it is recounted;" If 
recited knowingly or unknowingly the Name of the 
Lord is so powerful that it can burn up a mans sins just 
asa fire burns wood. You can say His name in doubt, in 
jest, in song or even in pure ignorance; the wise know 
that even then His Name destroys all sins. O, son, see 
the greatness of the Lords name, by the recitation of 
which even a great sinner like Ajamila escaped the 
clutches of the god of retribution.” 

In the 8th Canto it is taught[Sri Shukracarya says 
to Sri Vamanji];” Holy prayers and practices and their 
place and time may be incomplete but the chanting of 
Your Holy name fulfills them all” and;” In this Age of 

uge one who chants and makes others chant 
nate and fulfilled.” 


ne has the 
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ito lord Vishnu’s messengers say;” 
a ane i have killed a Brahmin, their father, 
He at ir mother, their teacher qualified to conduct 
Reape eesior tiin sttperior, who is a sinner, a 
eof unclean habits or family, can be purified by 
ON Pear again wg find numerous statements 
sot the power of the Holy Name. And even if 
that Name just slips out of your mouth, then too it can 
remove all your faults [6] 


Verse 7 
This same Name of the Lord has been spoken by Sri 
Acharyajiin the form of the eight syllable prayer which 
illuminates his devotional Path. This Name accom- 
plishes everything. 


Tika 

Of course the Lords Name endows all qualities and 
dispels worldly grief, even going beyond that. The 
Name as employed in the Eight Syllable Prayer [Sri 
Krishna Sharanam mamalemerged from Sri Acharyajis 
lotus face and is capable of granting situation in the Path 
of Grace. For the Path of Grace Was conceived by Sri 
Acharyaji and thus, when an embodied soul grasps the 
Name of the Lord as taught by him, they can reach 
devotional perfection. Sti Gusainji states in his 
“Vignapti” treatise; "The founding master Sri Maha. 
syllable prayer “Sri Krishna Sharanam 

ri Krishna is my Sole Refuge] grants 

” 
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Verse 8 


fore, relationship with the Lord [Br, 
Sra is achieved through the recitation of a 
Lords nante- This relationship removes all impuritie ‘ 
Gervice to the pure and blissful Lord is itself pure mal 
blissful and also nullifies all faults. [8] 


Tika 

In the previous verse it was described how impurities 
are destroyed through recitation of the Lords name 
Here it is taught that when an embodied soul forms a 
relationship with the Lord it is only appropriate that 
they will thus be purified. The Lord commanded Sti 
Acharyaji to bring embodied souls to such a relationship 
in order for them to be cleansed of all impurities. In his 
~Giddhantrahasya” [The Secret Doctrineltreatise Sri 
Mahaprabhuji has elucidated; “Sri Krishna explained 
to me that after taking, Brahmasambandha [establishing 
a connection to Brahman] the impurities of that em- 
bodied soul are completely removed. Those impurities 
are of 5 kinds.” 
From this and other teachings it is clear that an 
embodied soul becomes pure through their connection 
with the Lord for He is faultless and when an embodied 
soul is purified and comes into the Lords service they 
are then accepted by the Lord. This is why Sri Maha- 
5 of a soul establishing # 
and then 

and 
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impurities of the embodied soul but service 
ede se those faults which impede their direct 
oa rience of His Divine Pastimes and His Blissful 
ce So, with this awareness, establish your relation- 
ship to Him and then serve Him. (8] 


Verse9 
Singing the Lords praises excels the path of Knowledge 


because it removes all the embodied souls impurities 
and is therefore recommended by the Lord Himself. [9] 


Tika 
Singing the Lords glories purifies the embodied soul. It 


is of two types; one according to the Path of Grace and 
the other according to the Path of Lawful Limitations. 
The difference is that in the Path of Grace it is done in 
the same way that the Vraja Devotees (Gopis] would 
do; when they were serving and seeing the Lord directly 
in His presence and, secondly, when the Lord went off 
in the daytime to graze the cows. They would sing 
Praises in the mood of separation from Him until the 
evening, as in the Venugit [Song of the Flute] and the 
Yugalgit (Song in Pairs of verses], [both from the 10th 
canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam. | So, Sri Mahaprabhuji 
tells us that in the Path of Grace Praises are sung in that 
mood of separation from, and whilst Pining for the Lord. 
Therein both Separation and togetherness can be 
€xperienced. In contrast, in the Path of Lawful limi- 
tations and Knowledge, the Lords glories are simply 
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«na appearing before us. Therefore ithas been ee 
ster ‘A moment of Sri Mahaprabhuji’s seat 
tion grants love for the Lord. [10/11] 


Tika 


singing Sti Krishna’s glories in the style of the Pag}, of 
Knowledge can reduce the faults of worldly existence 
toashes, remove all obstacles and lead to liberation, bys 
it does not make Sri Krishna appear directly befor, 
youTherefore singing praises in that style is actually 
an impediment to the Path of Devotion. Because the 
Lord doesnot grant His sight there ensues no experience 
of His pastimes or His Bliss. (10) 

Therefore do not follow this Path of Knowledge; 
know that serving the Lord is the most important matter 
whilst knowledge is inferior. 

In his treatise “Sanyasnirnay” [Conclusions on 
Renunciation|Sri Acharyaji has stated”One type of 
practitioner practises renunciation to attain knowledge 
It takes hundreds of births to attain perfection here”. 

‘spend their whole life striving to attain knowledge 
on this path and reach the perfected stage where there 
are no more obstacles in their way and then they ascend 
to Brahmas realm. They may get fully absorbed into him 
and achieve liberation. These practitioners are far 
removed from the Path of Devotion. So, now, practise 
only according to the ways of the Path of Grace. This 
Path of Sri Acharyajis is such that just by one single 
moments contact with him you will be granted the 
fortune of love for the Lord and experience the Bliss of 
His Form. And so service in this Path is already the 

P ee oe, feel the oe pie 

reciprocation. jihas taught 
very ways of Bae ieieeermeeiere in this 


with Him is considel t 
separation from Him] is engendered in your 
you experience love for the Lord in the same 
Go ‘ron this is called ”Manasi Seva” litspontanéo ly 
fills your heart and mind] which is the superior way. 

The mood of love of the Gopis is a fire and when 
know that Sri Acharyaji 


this mood comes into your heart 
the fire of love for 


is reigning there because his form is 
the Lord. [12] 
‘Verses 13/14 15 

& ieee pal seh, this fire of separation most 

ly incinerates a mass of impuritie: i: 
characterises the Path of Grace, If you do peloeatyr 
great fortune to be established on this Pai 
lacking in faith, then your destiny is 
Therefore if you experience: 
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careful listening or great good fortune, this Aaforesai 
fire of separation then cherish it for as long as you ne 
Never let your mind be swayed by the superfici a 


sweet speech of those of little knowledge. [13; tani 


Tika 


Even a tiny experience of this Fire of separation can 
destroy all your faults and this is the speciality of the 
Path of Grace. This Path emulates the Love of the Gopis, 
Less fortunate souls do not have this faith and without 
it you cannot attain the perfected reward of the Path of 
Grace[13]The fate of those who have no faith in the Path 
is uncertain, for an embodied souls way is obstructed 
by faithlessness. 
Firstly. faithlessness gives rise to unfounded 
imaginings in the mind that prevent realisation of the 
Fruit of this Path Secondly, those engaged in the Path 
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In these various ways described here faithlessness 
takes over the heart. It is a huge obstacle for an 
embodied soul. Bad company extinguishes the Fire of 
Love just as water extinguishes fire. People with little 
knowledge may speak sweet sounding words but dont 
let them sway your mind. They criticise due to ignorance 
and haveno manners so do not ever associate with them. 
05] 


Verse 16 
Without a doubt the association which is sought 
through a decision tempered by wisdom and patience 
etc. can perfect your life so why make the mistaken 
choice of any other path which teaches the Opposite 
values. [16] 
Tika 

Know this for sure; the association of good devotees 
leads to the experience of divine Love. In the first canto 
of the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Shaunakji states; “Heaven 
and liberation offer no match to a single moment's 
association with a devotee of the Lord which is the 

greatest blessing a human may receive”. 
In the 11th canto the Lord Himself states; "O, 
Uddhava, neither yoga nor spiritual knowledge nor 
Tigh Nor self-study nor austerities nor renun- 
Giation nor charitable acts nor offerings nor fasts nor 
i €s nor study of the Vedas nor pilgrimage nor 
codes nor observances can impress or captivate 
of which 
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sfinitely Keep good association. A Vaishnay, 
desolielye the mistake of being around those 
oppose the Paths principles and should always ai 0 
such company: [16] is) 
Verse 17 
Of these, the bewildered are very ignorant and thei 
company is a definite hindrance. Everywhere ang a 
every moment establish yourself solely in 004 
association. [17] 
Tika 

A bewildered soul lacks faith in this Path of Grace ang 
is therefore classed as a great fool and very ignorant, 
The company of such idiots is a hindrance. Therefore, 
keep the association exclusively of those Grace-filled 

ire devotees, thereby avoiding bad company. In his 
“Navaratna” [Nine Jewels] “treatise Sri Acharyaji has 
told us” Remember your surrender to the Lord in the 
company of pure devotees.” 

Recall your dedication to the Lord in the company 
of such great devotees. This is good association which 
nourishes your love for the Lord and thus should always 
be attended to by all devotees of the Path of Grace. [17] 


Verse 18 
[those with whom you associate should be]; established 
in service to the Lord, of good thought and deed, 
following the righteous Path and who love to 
and act without contradiction [18] 
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i the ways established in this Path. This 
a Salsa pe SeaiiveRaviout ialitels are 
ea eter and with this emphasis on pious 
fehaviour and thought they fulfil the rituals; keeping 
the rules of cleansing, serving as a Gopi, purity, 
classification of foodstuffs according to specific Vedic 
rules, distinguishing between offered and unoffered 
articles and rules governing the remains of a meal or 
food touched by ones mouth etc. and are always keen 
to maintain these observances and never fall into sinful 
ways, Their speech never opposes the Path and they 
listen attentively to teachings which strictly follow the 
Path. They also have a natural love in their hearts for 


theappropriate way of behaviour and service according 
to the Path of Grace. [18] 


Verse 19 

Keep the association of pure devotees who have full 
faith in Sri Acharyajis words and treatises-; Nibandha 
Sri Subodhiniji, Shodashgrantha etc. and who are 
always full of love. Avoid any other kind of company. 
[19] 


Tika 
Have full faith in Sri Acha: 


ryajis teachings and listen to 
Adhere to the ways of action 
and feeling described therein. Keep the company of 
those devotees who follow Sri Acharyajis words 
implicitly and have full faith in them. Forget all other 
com When you meet such a devotee, continue to 


the words of his books. 


318, Shiksha Pa, 


you live in this way you will receive the fruit of 
Path of Grace by Sri Acharyajis grace-filled blessing j.\° 


ng [19) 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 20 


LETTER : 21 - [10 Verses] 


“PROTECTING YOUR LOVE 
FOR THE LORD” 


Translators introduction- 


This 21" letter delves into some close self-introspection 
whereby devotees of this Path examine the nature of 
their divine service and their innermost attitude to it. It 
also addresses the subject of skillfullness in balancing 
gainful employment and divine service performed with 
the appropriate divine sentiments. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The 21” letter discusses how leaving worldly employ- 
ment for serving the Lord can only be effected with a 
steadfast intelligence. Steadfast intelligence comes from 
remembering ones total surrender to the Lord’s will in 
the company of pure devotees. Listening to Opposing 
principles engenders suffering and the indifference of 
the Lord. This present Age of struggle destroys mans 
natural intelligence; so keep the company of dedicated 
devotees on the Path of Grace. In the Previous letter we 
read how Vaishnava behaviour secures the fruit of the 
Path. This Age of Kali conceals the Devotional Path and 
good association,so how can the devotional reward be 
achieved? 


Verse 1 
The Path of devotion and the company of pure devo- 
tees are both now hidden, thus devotional sentiment 
has become cold, without which everything seems to 
be purposeless. [1] 
Tika 
Due to this present Age of struggle the Path of Devotion 
has become hidden as has the association of pure Grace- 
filled devotees. Therefore the divine sentiments of the 
Path of Grace have become frozen. Without said 
sentiment everything seems purposeless because this 
Path of Grace consists purely of such loving moods and 
a t rituals and actions of this Path are 
ne. Th | be: e 
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ness of the Lord, not of those with whom ones reat 
ship is only on a physical level. With this heartfel 
understanding you should serve the Lord. But th, t 
conditions are rarely fulfilled and then only an 
difficulty and such divine sentiments are now cold i 
inactive. When one goes through the motions of seryicg 
without any loving sentiments then it is all in vain, ie 


Verse 2 


Without heartfelt devotional sentiment acts of the 
devotional Path become mere actions, the mind fails to 
find still focus and confusion dominates interactions, 
2] 
Tika 

One on the devotional path should remain in the mood 
of Divine connection all the time; but this condition is 
hard to achieve. Mostly we are performing rituals 
without feeling; doing them when the motivation is 
there after which nothing remains in our heart. Whilst 
we are serving the Lord we neither experience the joy 
of union nor do we experience the pain of separation in 
the-periods between our services; all our actions are 
done like duties without mental focus or concentrated 
involvement. The mind is filled with perplexity and 
confusion about how to behave and does not reach a 
still and one-pointed state. Thus true service to the Lord 
becomes impossible. [2] 


Verse 3 
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Tika 


urservice to the Lord and 


al one suffers distress: One 


the family situation seems 
with ones service 


ds 
when they are af 
ie ‘nes patience and then 
How then to carry on 


based on Divine Loving 
sentiment and is thus a very high Path. The embodied 
is Age is extremely difficult. 


hilst performing ones service 


soul is i 
Remembering 
to the Lord is a feature 0 
interactions seem empty and use! 
forebearing? Onesuffers utmost grief in ones mind; how 
can Divine Love be generatedin a heart full of worldly 
anxiety? One feels obliged to fulfill worldly scriptural 
and family responsibilities and so then how can one 
serve the Lord? The mind hasbeen grasped by worries. 
Here one might interject” So why bother your 
relationships? The Lord is all-powerful and will perfect 
aes worldly oe peal considerations along 
everything else, so, don’t 
just serve the Teas meee 
The next verse will tell us about this:- 


Ones 


& Verse 4 
platform of having renounced gainful employment 


a e 
a id perth worldly and scriptural considerations 
eae ly ard to attain because it requires a stead- 
i ligence. This latter condition arises only fro: 
land constant reflection on ones surrender. ial. 


ou Shilsha Pay 
may bean elevated state to not have to yw; 

an pa yeearviee to the Lord, but this kind tan 
intelligence is just not present. In this Age of Str, ent 
total faithin the Lord is very hard to achieve. If you le 
nothave total faith you will gather only difficulties 
stress by not workingand ifyou fail you will then bla nd 
the Lord saying,” O, Ihave surrendered to the Lord on 
serve Him but He has not perfected my wate 
situation.” In this way you will become a pauper = 
Jose your status as His servant. 

So, what is the real way of being without gainfy, 
employment? Especially when you dont have such a 
fierce intelligence or full faith? Here you might say, welt, 
ok, behave in such a way that you gain intelligenceand 
full faith but the teaching here is that such intelligence 
and faith will occur when you constantly remember 
your surrender to the Lord, repeat the 8 syllable prayer 
jn the mood of refuge and offer up your whole being to 
the 84 syllable Brahma Sambandha prayer of dedi- 
cation. Question your surrender,” Have I surrendered 
to the purport of this prayer? How do I behave now? 
How long Ihave been in this state of forgetfulness. Haye 
Inow been connected to the Lord through Sri Acharyaji? 
What is the Lord like? What is the nature of the 
embodied soul? How can an embodied soul become the 
true servant of the Lord? With the 5 syllable prayer one 
connects ones Path to the Lord alone.” 

Pondering in this way alone sharpens and uplifts 
your intelligence and allows you to have full faith. Now 
ie describe how to ponder upon this self-dedication:- 
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Verse 5 


has already been described how the association ofa 
t re devotee is essential in the remembrance of ones 

wrrender to the Lord, but that such devotees are hard 
e find or live far away. This is why our in: telligence is 
not enlightened. [5] 


Tika 
We are not intelligent enough to properly ponder our 
surrender to the Lord. In his “Navaratna” [The Nine 
Jewels] treatise Sri Acharyaji has written”One should 
remember ones dedication to the Lord in the company 
of accomplished devotees.’ Therefore, yes, we should 
ponder upon our self-dedication to the Lord with 
experienced and love-filled devotees of the Path of 
Grace. Then only our love for the Lord will become firm. 
Here you my interject "I understand this necessity but 
such individuals are very hard to find and even if you 
do they often live far away; how can | gain their 


association? Without them how can I reach thatstage of 
enlightened intelligence? [5] 


Verse 6 


Tika 
intensely difficult to expect my heartfelt mood of 
(eto increase. And whatever love was there 
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an accomplished devotee whereby nourishment of the 
love occurs. [6] 
Verses 7/8 


‘The best listeners are those who have respect for the 
Lord but they still only increase my worldly recogni- 
tion. [7] 
They deflect my consciousness from the Lord towards 
this body. Faith in the Devotional Path is far removed 
from allegiance to the ways of the world. [8] 
Tika 

* In this way I am so sad because my love for the Lord 
dwindles day by day. I hear praises of myself which 
say that my mind is engaged in meditation on the Lord 
24 hours a day and many other compliments. But what 
is gained from these? Only worldly fame, which makes 
me into a follower of the same. In reality this is the only 
reward forth coming; my purpose cannot be 
fulfilled thereby. It is an obstacle in the Path towards 
the Lord! [7] 
If my consciousness is not steadfastly surrendered 
at the Lotus feet of the Lord and I donot employ my 
human body and senses in His service and purpose then 
they are all futile. In the 11th canto of the Srimad 
Bhagavatam the King Janaka states” this human body 
is to attain and can be destroyed in a single 

the says “Even froma 

ild follo Pat! 
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hard to attain and one should do as much as 

ible towards this goal. Follow the righteous Path 

f godly love even from a young age otherwise the 

of 5001) dy is all in vain. Faith in the Lord is opposed 

ie worldly flow; the Lord is not pleased by one who 

feels joy when hearing their own praises.Pride extracts 

‘ou from the Lords heart. Enjoying such praise is 
opposed to the Path of Divine Love. [8] 


Verse 9 
ri Krishnas Name is the remover of worldly involve- 
ment [attitude of I me and mine]although the foolish 
ignore Him. This Age of Kali deflects the mind even of 
saintly people. [9] 

Tika 

Sri Krishna’s name is the enemy of attachment to 
mundane existence. When He enters your heart it is 
destroyed and your ties to worldly activity and super- 
ficial relationships are cut. But the embodied soul is 
foolish. It wants Sri Krishna but also favours worldly 
involvement. But, then, worldly involvement denies Sri 
Krishna. If Sri Krishna showers His grace then this I - 
me - mine attachment falls away. 

In this Age of struggle few know the Lord;it is a 


lifficull 


1 
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Verse 10 


The association of such saintly souls which 
eradicate the impurities of this time is just nog Fa 
Therefore the devotees of the Path of Grace must ali 
exercise caution. [10] ays 
Tika 
In this verse Sri Harirayji is instructing all Vaishnay, 
‘onthe Path of Grace to be constantly vigilant in the He 
of these huge difficulties in this Age of Struggle whic, 
‘obstruct all righteous ways.” I dont have the 
association which can destroy my faults inherent from 
this Age. If I could find such a great devotee these 
obstructions would fall away. Such company is hard to 
find.” Therefore, O, Vaishnavas, be intensely vigilant at 
all times. This Path on which you travel is very elevated, 
Stay away from bad company, seek good association 
and grasp Sri Acharyajis lotus feet to your heart. [10] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 21 


LETTER 
3 OFDIVINELOVING |, 
vot UGH GOOD ‘ASSOCIATIO 
‘Translators introduction- 


sentiments for the divine 


devotion and opposing pra 
This stage of devotion 1s possible in the present Age of 


Kali through the Grace and blessings of Vaishnavas. 
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INDEX | 
CONSCIOUSNESS NEVER DRIFTS WHEN THE 
LORD IS ESTABLISHED IN THE HEART 


DEVOTEES OF THE PATH OF GRACE DO NOT Be | 
SEEK REWARDS 


1 
LIBERATION IS CONSIDERED AN OBSTACLE 
BY THEM 


1 
LOVE ENGENDERS GRACE 1 | 
PROTECT THESE TREASURE THRU THE | 
COMPANY OF ACCOMPLISHED DEVOTEES 


23 
PURPOSELESS ACTIVITY AND FALSE SPEECH | 
DISAPPEAR FROM ONES CHARACTER 4 
SERVICE TO THE LORD IS THE METHOD AS WELL. 


AS THE REWARD OF THIS PATH OF GRACE. 1 
SERVICE TO AND LOVE OF THE LORD ARE TREASURES 
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INTRODUCTION 
This 22nd letters instruction is that on, 
mood is the most appropriate Practice. The Lord 
Himself embodies all this Divine loving sentiment: He 
responds to all devotional sentiment and is filled with 
Grace. He is the object of the teachings and the highest 
reward as well.. Therefore one should nourish and 
protect ones own treasure of divine love and Tenounce 
everything and anything that Opposes this. Cultivate 
association with and thus bless this Vaishnava named 
Harikrishna for his soul is completely pure, Previously 
it has been described how an embodied soul has great 
difficulty in avoiding the influence of this Age of Kali 
unless it has good association. Therefore all Vaishnava 
devotees should exercise caution because this Path is 


all about our heartfelt loving sentiments towards the 
Lord. 


les own devotional 


Versel 


In this Path of Grace, divine loving sentiment directed 
to the Lord is the practice and the Lord is the ‘focus of 

“all teaching and all this Love. Service to Sri Krishna 
begins as the means to reach Him and then becomes the 
reward itself; in other words, service to Sri Krishna is 
the method to meet Him and also the very result that 
you are thus seeking. [1] 


‘Tika 
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the Grace-filled object of love. In the Path of Grace it 
does not follow that by doing so much service you Sain 
such and such a reward. Here, everything occurs 
through Grace and when He decides to grant it al} is 
accomplished in a single second. Thus Sri Krishnas 
service is the prescribed way as well as the reward, In 
the paths of knowledge and action the practice and the 
reward are different, separate, and when you have got 
the fruit you no longer practise! This is opposed to the 
Path of Grace where the practice and the reward are 
both to serve Sri Krishna. When you know service to be 
the reward you then make this service; what could bea 
higher reward than actually serving the Lord? In the 
Srimad Bhagavatams 9th canto the Lord states 
“Through serving Me My devotees can earn the four 
types of liberation but they dont want these, let alone 
the petty reward of kingship ete which is steeped in 
this Age of Struggle. My devotee believes in and is fully 
applied to my service and would never desire liberation 
because they are fully satisfied by my service. Such 
liberation would only appear to them as an obstacle, so 
they dont desire it or any other such obstructive reward. 
For the true devotee service to the Lord is the way and 
its reward. [1] 


Verse 2 
Therefore it[this divine-connecting sentiment of Lovelis 
a treasure that needs to be guarded at all times. Recog- 


nize clearly and remove whatever works against your 
service to the Lord. [2] 
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worldly bad association. Gather around you whatever 
s favourable to your Path and renounce everything that 
js unfavourable- this is the command of Sri Acharyaji. 


(2) 

Verse3 
Re-establish your special devotional affection for the 
Vaishnava called Harikrishna. You should also make 
prolonged efforts to engage your self in discourses with 
‘such accomplished devotees. (3) 


Tika 
Return to the affectionate devotional connection you 
had with Harikrishna. Make efforts to engage in 
discussion with accomplished devotees of the Path of 
Grace about Love for the Lord. Then the divine love in 
your heart will be deeply and permanently established. 
This is why you should keep their company. [3] 
Verse 4 

Thave perceived this Harikrishnas inner state. You 
should associate with him and do not have worldly 
thoughts about him, [4] 


Tika 

When you regularly discuss with accomplished 
devotees you develop your own heartfelt loving 
sentiments towards the Lord. Then the Lord resides in 
your heart and you can see Him there. After that your 
consciousness will never drift towards mundane 
existence and worldly qualities such as material 
activities and 

€ speech will all be cut away from your character. 
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Verses 
Whatever else there is to know will be found in 
Bhandaris [managers]letter. Respond as soon ag pos 
sible, 

Tika 
You will find all the other information in my Bhandarig 
letter, Read it and reply soon, [5] 


[note to verse 5:-Sri Harirayji only began to ask for 
swift repies after Sri Gopesvarji started to write back to 
him, as mentioned in the 1” verse of letter 20. Vis. also 
*Background’) 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 22 


LETTER : 23 - [17 Verses] 


“RENOUNCE BAHIRMUKHATA” 
[Avoid turning your face away from the Lord] 


Translators introduction- 


This letter gives exacting instructions on how to rid the 
heart of all anxiety and to fill it with love for Sri Krishna, 
thus avoiding contrary behaviour which turns your face 
away from Him. 
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INDEX 


ALWAYSMAINTAIN THIS CONSCIOUSNESS ‘ 
ANXIETY BLOCKS BLISS sen, 
‘ANXIETY IMPOSSIBLE FOR A TRUE DEVOTEE sehr 
BAHIRMUKTA-TURNING YOUR FACE AWAY 
FROM SRI KRISHNA, 
COMPANY OF THOSE WHOSE FACE IS TURNED 
[AWAY FROM THE LORD IS LIKE A DISEASE 
CONDITIONS OF REFUGE ACCORDING TO 
“VIVEKADHAIRYA ASRAYA” TREATISE 
CULTIVATE CONSTANT SATSANGA TO 
MAINTAIN THESE ATTITUDES 
DONT WASTE TIME 
EXPECTATION FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE 
IS BAHIRMUKTA 8 
FOREGO ANXIETY AS TAUGHT IN THE 
NAVARATNAITHE NINEJEWELS TREATISE) 3/17 
KEEPING YOUR DISTANCE(VIZ “BHAKTI VARDHINI 
TREATISE”) B 
LOVE AND SURRENDER ARE THE BEST PRACTICE 4 
METHODS OF ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SRI KRISHNA EVEN IF A PURE DEVOTEE 
CANNOT BE FOUND 10/11 
“NAVARATNA" [THE NINE JEWELS] TREATISE 4 
RENOUNCE BAD COMPANY 9 
SATISFACTION THRU DEVOTION B 
SRI KRISHNA ALONE PERFECTS WORLDLY AND 
‘SCRIPTURAL CONSIDERATIONS 
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‘gpI VALLABHAS FOOT-DUST REMOVES 

ALL ANXIETY 4/6 
‘THE 8 SYLLABLE PRAYER 12 
‘THES SYLLABLE PRAYER-HOW TO CHANT 

AND THE EFFECT OF 2 
WORLDLY DESIRES OBSTRUCT LOVE FOR THE DIVINE 1 
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INTRODUCTION 


This 23rd letter teaches you not to keep any World 
worry in your heart, When you are aligned with ‘ 
Lord you are ina non-material realm and there is < 
anxiety. Dont turn your face away from the tae 

erform those practices which prevent this, ji», 
repetition of His Name, and always recalling Sa 
surrender to Him. Repeat the § syllable prayer and the 
also the 5 syllable prayer in order to cement your 
experience of belonging to the Lord. Be detached ang 
contented. 

In the previous letter we read how by discussion 
with good devotees your heart will be filled with Love 
for Him and you will be able to see Him residing there, 
Thereafter your consciousness cannot stray to the 
worldly train of thought. What to do though if anxiety 
will not leave your heart and stops love from 
flourishing? All of this will be described here 


Verse 1 

You have heard all the righteous principles; so how is 
it that you still experience worldly confusion? Anxiety 
about your spiritual life will cease when the desire for 
sense-gratification leaves your heart. 1 


Tika 
Sri Harirayji writes; You have studied and know the 
Srutis, the Smritis, the Vedas, the Puranasand the Srimad 
B so how is it that you still harbour this 
to the mundane? 


Listen now 
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means you will always suffer anxiety. When your heart 
is freed from such desire the anxiety ceases, In this Path 
‘of Grace anxiety about the mundane and the spiritual 
is inappropriate and an unworthy activity so do not 
indulge in it. [1] 


Verse 2 


Because our Lord is all-powerful and like a father he 
accomplishes everything for His those souls who serve 
Him both in the mundane and in the spiritual realms, 
12) 
Tika 

Our Lord Sri Krishna is all-powerful.In his “Vignapti” 
treatise Sri Gusainji wrote” Without a doubt we can see 
that our Lord can do, not do ordo otherwise.” Knowing 
His capabilities and power, know that it is He who 
perfects this worldly and the spiritual realms, Devotees 
should therefore have no anxiety. One example is that, 
just asin this world a father Protects his son, know that 


the Lord protects His devotees at every level; be certain 
of this [2] 


Verse 3 
These definitive words of Sri Acharyaji stand supreme 
” The Lord is established in Grace and will not place 
His souls in the way of the world.” [3] 


Shiksha Paty 


ides within this Grace-filled Pp, 

ads = put that soul who is warreriaes 
Him in the worldly mainstream or give them a w; orld} 

destiny. Vaishnavas must always remember this. nN 
other Path can match this Path of Grace, where, the 
surrendered souls destiny will never be mundane 
Someone might argue;” But even though a sou] is 
renounced in nature and does not have a world} 

destiny, they still live in the world and have to act ang 
react in it, so how do they avoid a worldly destiny?” [3} 

Verses 

A Vaishnava on the Path of Grace will achieve the 
elevated position of a saintly person even if they have 
not nurtured lawful practices such as renunciation etc.; 
for they bear upon themselves the dust of the feet of Sri 
Mahaprabhuji which removes absolutely all anxiety [4] 


Tika 

The way of the Path of Lawful Limitations is that ones 
destiny is fixed by the practices of knowledge and 
renunciation. The more one practises, the higher the 
reward. One can attain Satyaloka[the sphere of Brahma, 
the power of creation] through knowledge; this is the 
way. But in this Path of Grace the fruit comes 
through Love for the Lord, not by such and such 
practices.In the 11th canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
the Lord states” The Gopis, cows, deer, birds and other 
less intelligent beings all attained Me simply 
ae Vraja is not attainable by 
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Therefore Vaishnavas of this Path should never dwell 
upon any anxiety for this world or the next. In his 
“Navaratna” [The Nine Jewels] treatise Sri Acharyaji 
writes” those devotees who have surrendered their 
lives to Sri Krishna need never worry about anything”In 
his commentary on this treatise Sri Gusainji has 
writtenthis Mangalacaran [Auspicious beginning] 
prayer; “I bow again and again to the dust of the feet of 
Sri Acharyaji which removes every worry from his 
devotee.” By the grace of Sri Vallabhacharyajis lotus feet 
all worries melt away. I bow again and again to his lotus 
feet. [4] 


Verses 5/6/7 


So therefore how can devoted souls, surrendered to Sri 
Acharyaji, ever be misguided enough to foster anxiety? 
Even a man of knowledge, who has never experienced 
the bliss of serving the Lord does not harbor worldly 
grief in his heart; so why on Earth would a devotee 
whose heart serves the Lord ever allow his conscious- 
to be tainted by worry? It would be astonishing if 
a devotee who has the experience of serving the Deity, 
seeing Him and touching His feet would be at all sad at 
heart. When your relationship to Sri Krishna is estab- 
eee uauoria can certainly not give you any pain! 
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the auspices of Sri Vallabhacharya; 
with worry. Do not do this; the 
everything (5). 

What could prevent a devotee o; 
from tasting the bliss of His err aeney FGrace 
of knowledge does not even know about be “he path 
service and yet does not indulge in mundane, bliss of 
Whilst a devotee of the Path of Grace is semis 
seeing the Lord directly and touching His fa a 
would they ever lack the experience of bliss a 
heart? The answer is that if your heart is filled see 
anxiety you will never experience that bliss (6), we 

In the Path of Grace the main thing is to experie 
everything as part of the Lord and filled with His iste 
Why would a devotee of such a Path ever foster ‘worries, 
Such worry brings the pain of ignorance and blocks the 
experience of the true blissful mood of loving service 
and devotion. Sri Acharyaji established a relationship 
between the embodied soul and Sri Krishna who is the 
highest bliss form and the Ultimate Reward. No grief 
can reside in the heart of such a surrendered devotee. It 
is pure ignorance to be saddened by the world (7). 


i. Only a fool 


Lord can Accomplign 


Verses 8 
One source of distress is our relationship with father, 
wife, or son etc. where they are turned away from Sri 
Hari. Expecting these relatives to perfect ones life isin 
itself an act of turning away from the Lord. This must 
be renounced. [8] 


« Tika 
material world a father gives his all to his son 
m gains affection. Similarly ones wifey 

ives, appear as dear for one: 
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selfish sake. But for those on the Path of Grace, Sri 


Lats is one’s own sole true relationship and He 


yentrary behaviour of turning away your face from Him 
(8). 

Verse 9 
Like a diseased person who is deficient in some essen- 
tial element becomes aggravated by a constitutional 
imbalance of the air or fire elements, in the same way 
our connections, whether of a physical or mental 
nature, that are turned away from the Lord will end up 
obstructing us. [9] 

Tika 
Keeping company with one who is turned away from 
(opposed to) Sri Krishna is a big obstruction. Both 
physical and mental abberations will certainly ensue. 
A sufferer of consumption will be further weakened if 
their air or fire elements become unbalanced. [f you 
associate with those who are turned away from the Lord 
eae toabsorball sorts of faults and impurities 


Verse 10 
In order to reverse this trend and thus avoid being 
turned away from your Lord keep company with saintly 
Serve the Lord and contemplate these actions 
Read the Srimad Bhagavatam and pon- 
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Tika 
If a diseased person can be cured by assimilating th, 
correct medicines similarly if you associate with ang 
serve the pure devotees this state of being turned away 
from Sri Krishna will disappear, Through their com, 
your physical, mental and all other impurities wil} be 
removed. You may have doubts, saying “But such 
devotee is so hard to find. If I can’t find one what ehould 
Ido?” The answer is that in such a situation one should 
carefully read the Srimad Bhagavatam which is Sy 
Krishnas actual Form. If you are not able to read it, listen 
to its recitation by another devotee; truly, then, all your 
faults will dissipate (10). 


Verse 11 

Anxiety disappears through remembering your surren- 
der, keeping company with pure souls, listening with 
them to the accounts of the Lords pastimes, always ut- 
tering the Name of the Lord and always remembering 
that Sri Krishna is your sole refuge in life as taught in 
the fourteenth verse of the Vivekdhairyasraya treatise. 
faa) 


Tika 


If you do not manage to listen to the recitations of 
Srimad Bhagavatam then always remember your 
surrender to the Lord in humility. Hear the teachings 
of Sri Vallabhacharyaji and Sri Gusainji from their pure 
devotees. If you can’t manage this then chant and 
remember Sri Krishnas Name. This may also prove @ 
challenge to an embodied soul, so Sri Gusainji has 
written in his Vignapti treatise (addressing his Lord Sri 
‘Nathji) “An embodied soul is hardly qualified to chant 
your Name because your Name is not of this world. 


ane 
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hould they try to pronounce It with just their 
yw I ” 

ice? 
ny cannot even chant the Lords Name then 


a ks “Vivekdhairyasraya” treatise “In this 


dor in any other and in every situation Sri Hari is 
Weer In pain and loss, in sin or in fear, in the non- 
Preent of the object of desire, in anger towards 
other devotees, in the absence of devotion, in the case 
of other devotees being aggressive with you, in the 
werless state, as well as the position of power and in 
He condition remember that Sri Hari is the refuge.” 
Take shelter in the Lord in this way (11). 


Verse 12 
One should first recite and repeat the eight syllable 
prayer “Sri Krishna Sharanam Mama” (Sri Krishna is 
‘my refuge) and then in particular the five syllable prayer 
through which one remembers that one’s true position 
is as Sri Krishna's servant and thus is free from all 
anxieties. [12] 


Tika 
The eight syllable prayer is “Sri Krishna is my refuge” 
You should recite and repeat it for itinduces perfection 
inall aspects of life. In the Srimad Bhagavatam twelfth 
canto Sri Shukadevji states, “Although the Age of Kali 
‘isan ocean of sin it has one outstanding quality in that 
whoever simply chants Sri Krishnas Name will be 
liberated from all its bad influences.” So you should 
tecite the eight syllable prayer. 
As forthe five syllable prayer you should, after total 
surrender to the Lord in attitude and behaviour, ponder 
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nits inner meaning and implication in the company 
‘of other accomplished devotees. Inhi Navaratna” [The 
Nine Jewels] treatise Sri Acharyaji says, You should 
always remember your surrender to Sri Krishna in the 
company of other dedicated Vaishnavas.” Without the 
company of such devotees the five syllable prayer wil) 
not manifest in your heart and so for the sake of 
remembering that your position in life is surrender to 
the Lord you should definitely seek their company. (12) 


Verse 13 
Foster renunciation and contentment and by remain. 
ing in close proximity to the Lord Sri Krishna, 
unaffected by worldly conflict and free of infatuation 
for children and other near and dear ones, your worries 
will disappear. [13] 


Tika 

Develop an attitude of renunciation towards the 
material world including mundane relationships and 
objects. From this renounced attitude the fluctuations 
between joy and grief will not obstruct your conscious- 
ness. Therefore cherish your renunciation and be 
itent with whatever you have obtained; remain 
with anything that comes your way without 
much effort. In this way your mind will become free 
from bewilderment. Wherever Sri Krishna is the 
worshipful deity and His service is being conducted 
according to the ways of the Path of Grace and if there 
is a place for you within that situation, then it will be 
possible for you to have the sight of the Lord and serve 
Him. In the Bhaktivardhini treatise Sri Acharyaji has 
stated “One should maintain a balance between living 
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with other devotees and keeping a reasonable distance 
go that the mind will never experience any negativity.” 

If you are close to other devotees and engaged in 
serving the Lord then all the impurities in your 
consciousness will be eradicated. However, if familiarity 
begins to breed contempt and a fault finding attitude 
then step back a little way. Do, however, maintain 
regularity, in your service, Stay aloof from worldly 
confrontation; never let it penetrate your consciousness. 
Do not allow your self to become passionately attached 
to your relatives and friends if your relationship to them 
is not on a spiritual level. [13] 


Versels 
Break your attachment to home and wealth through 
the loving association of pure devotees. Carefully study 
the “Navaratna" treatise and thereby be free of all 
worldly and spiritual anxiety. [14] 
Tika 

Do not be attached to the home and wealth which are 
the roots of anxiety. Refrain from focusing all your love 
‘on them. Have love for the accomplished devotees of 
the Path of Grace. Read the Navaratna treatise as often 
as possible and all anxiety will drain from your mind. 
This treatise was written for the sake of all Vaishnavas, 
Govindadube in particular. Its regular recitation most 
certainly removes anxiety [14] 


Verse 15 
When you remove from your life all negative influence 
and all that is opposed to Sri Hari you will be a 
a whom sorrow does not obstruct. Try there- 
asso with others like you who are 
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constantly making efforts not to turn their face away 
from our Lord Sri Hari. [15] 
Tika 

Thus is devotional life described in its entirety. If you 
manage to stop all those types of behaviour that turn 
you away from the Lord then you will not suffer grief ; 
rather you will experience great joy. So, make efforts to 
keep sorrow away from your door because such efforts 
will increase your love for the Lord. Those who are 
graced enough to receive the Divine Reward will 
manage to always be engaged in such efforts as increase 
their love for the Lord. [15] 


Verses16/17 

This time is very precious so do not waste it in 
sorrows!! Rather, make your situation conducive to 
serving Sri Krishna together with devotees who are 
‘surrendered to the feet of Sri Acharyaji [16] Now stop 
uselessly worrying about your own shortcomings and 
understand that, just as Sri Acharyaji has described in 
the Navratna, Sri Krishna will accomplish everything 
according to His Divine Play and Plan. 7] 


Tika 
This timelin a human birth] is hard to attain and may 
not re-occur soon; souse this body for what it is suited- 
to serve the Lord- and dont waste it in useless worldly 
worries. In other ages this Path of Grace-filled service 
to the Lord is not viable and so this age is hard to attain 
‘even for Brahma the creator and other demigods. Sti 
ji does not appear in other ages to shower 
his grace in the form of his 84 syllable Brahma 
prayer which binds devotees closely to the 
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Lord. Other ages do not present the chance to surrender 
atSri Vallabhacharyajis feet or to his closely associated 

ure devotees: Knowing this be aware of how special 
this Age is and do not waste it in grief and confron- 
tations with your mind engrossed in the mundane 
world. Surrender to Sri Vallabhacharyajis devotees and 
serve the Lord. This Age and your body are meant to 
serve the Lord so do not waste a moment in other 
pursuits[16] 

Give up anxiety immediately. One worry generates 
many impurities, Contemplate the words of the Nine 
Jewel treatise and renounce worry now. In Sri 
‘Acharyajis words” Give up anxiety and know that Sri 
Krishna does everything according to His own sweet 
will. Everything is part of His Divine Play so what is 
there to worry about? Leave anxiety behind, follow the 
righteous Path as described above with dedication. 
Sincerely serve the Lord, remember Him, and associate 
with pure devotees. Always read and ponder upon the 
words and purport of the Navaratna treatise and soon 
all your worries will disappear, [17] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 23 


LETTER : 24 - [31 Verses] 


“GRACE IS THE FOUNDATION OF 
EVERYTHING” 


Translators introduction- 


This 24” letter beautifully explains the central principles 
of the Path of Grace; Refuge [how and where], 
Relationship and Grace. This Age of Kali cannot affect 
adherents to this Path. 
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EIGHT SYLLABLE MANTRA AND ITS EFFECT = 
FAITH AND LOVE FOR THE LORD it 
FAITHLESS DEMONIC SOULS SHOULD BE AVOIDED —j 
GOPIS AS EXAMPLES OF LOVE FOR THE LORD i 
GOPIS TAKE REFUGE IN SRI YAMUNAJI ; 
GRACE IS THE HIGHEST PRINCIPLE ; 
KUNTIDEVI 4 
LORD PERFECTS THE PATH OF SURRENDERED SOULS 
PROBLEMS—APPROPRIATE ATTITUDE TOTHEM — 25/2627 


SHELTER IN TIME OF DIRECT 
MANIFESTATION 3/4/5/6 

SHELTER IN TIME WITHOUT DIRECT 
MANIFESTATION 3/4/5/6 

SRI KRSNAASRAYA[REFUGE IN SRI KRISHNA} 
TREATISE EXPLAINED 7/8 
SRI KRISHNA DOES NOT TOLERATE SOULS 

WHO OPPOSE HIM 23/24 

SRI KRISHNAS MANIFESTATION TO 
a ESTABLISH DHARMA B 
SRIMAD BHAGAVATAM DESCRIBES GREAT DEVOTEES 13 
SRI VALLABHA REVEALS SRI KRISHNA 3 


SURRENDER TO SRI VALLABHS FEET 2 
‘TIME—CANNOT AFFECT DEVOTEES 15/16/17/18/19 
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nectar, in the same way this terrible and vicious Age of 
Kali which destroys everyones intelligence cannot affect 
those who take shelter at his lotus feet. Therefore in 
times of richness and equally in poverty you should 
know the 8 syllable prayer taught by Sri Vallabhacharyaji 
to be the only means and worthwhile attainment. It has 
been explained above how you should give up anxiety 
and engage yourself in serving the Lord but is an 
embodied soul truly capable ofthis? Most are gripped 
in the teeth of this wicked Age of struggle. Surrender to 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji evokes the Lords Grace to achieve 
this surrender. It will now be described how. 


Verse1 
On the Devotional Path Graci 
and doubtless it is 
is attained.[1] 


e is the highest principle 
from Grace alone that all perfection 


Ps Tika 

{mn Sti Vallabhacharyajis Path of Grace the reward is 

‘ through Grace and not through practices or 
and 
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situated in this Path have already received the perfect 
reward and if they are incapable of any so-called 
spiritual practices then so what? They are on the Path 
of Grace with total surrender to the Lord and without a 
doubt Sri Krishna will perfect everything for them 
through His Supreme power of Grace. [1] 
Verse2 

This Grace is showered upon those who surrender at 
Sri Vallabhacharyajis feet to whom he then reveals the 
Lord Sri Krishna, Who then blesses those embodied 
souls. (2) 


Tika 
When an embodied soul enters the Path of Grace they 
* surrender to Sri Vallabhacharyaji. He then reveals Sri 
Krishna to them and then they receive His Grace-filled 
Blessings. [2] 


Verses 3/4/5/6 

Therefore the embodied soul should take firm shelter in 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji, just as, in the time of Sri Krishnas 
direct manifestation, the Gopis resorted to Sri Yamunajt 
BI. 

For the Pulindi forest women their shelter was Sri 
Girirajji. The Agnikumarika Gopis resorted to 
Katyayanidevi. All of these were capable of cementing 
their relationship to God. [4] 

For these surrendered souls Sri Krishna Himself 
appeared, as in the Rasa Lila when He appeared to the 

i devotees [5] 
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When Sri Krishna is not directly manifest there is no 
other means but surrender to Sri Acharyaji who 
facilitates the relationship of the embodied souls to th,. 
Lord. [6] 
Tika 

Therefore the embodied soul should take firm shelter 
in Sri Acharyajis lotus feet, whereby they will achieve 


Tesorted to by the 
whereby they attained devotion and entrance to Set 
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from Him during this episode. ] itis stated "The Co 
cried in loud voices and called out to Him in Bis 
different ways because they were craving for His sight 
their voices full of distress because of their separation 
from Him. Due to these pitiful and humble cries the 
Lord appeared amongst them with His smiling Lotus. 
like Face, yellow cloth and forest garland-fit to entice 
even the enticer Cupid’ [5] 

In the times of direct manifestation Sri Yamunaj 
Gri Giriraji and the Lord Himself grant the perfect goal 
to those humble souls. At other times when the Lord 
and His entourage are not directly visible, the link and 
relationship are established through this Grace-filled 
Path. In this Age of Kali [the Age of struggle which 
commenced when the Lord left the earth] there is no 
other way than through the auspices of Sri Vallabha- 
charyaji who creates the relationship with the Lord 
which is the Supreme reward. [6] 


Verse7 
Therefore Sri Acharyaji has stated in his “Sri 
Krishnasraya "(Refuge in Sri Krishna] treatise; “I 
entreat you, Sri Krishna, who is the Uplifter of those 
‘who take shelter in You" [7] 


Tika 
In his Sri Krsnasraya Treatise Sri Vallabhacharyaji 
entreats the Lord, on behalf of the embodied soul, to 
upliftall those who surrender to Him and to promise 
them to give them faith and patience, so that they know 
that they WILL be uplifted, so not to worry: 7 


rm 
& 
ST 
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so that Vaishnavas may develop ; firm faith Sri 
aji has promised in his Sri Krishnasraya trea- 
Ler whosoever recites it in the close proximity of 
Sri Krishna will develop surrender to and refuge in the 
|. Therefore, in your heart, do not imagine that the 
reward will be granted in any other way. [8] 
Tika 
Having implored Sri Krishna on behalf of the Vaishnavas 
{see the previous verse], now Sri Acharyaji promises 
these devotees on the Path of Grace that if one recites 
these verses in close proximity to Sri Krishna then they 
will be blessed with perfect faith and surrender. This is 
indeed his promise. Just as in the pastime of the Lord 
stealing the Gopis’ garments He promises them that He 
will meet them in the autumn season and dance with 
them to fulfill their desire. They were thus filled with 
faithfotherwise they would not have been able to sustain 
such longings until the autumn came]. In the same way 
now Sri Acharyaji promises his devotees full faith thus 
already granting them the ultimate reward. Do not think 
of the reward in any other way. [8] 


Verse 9 
As the cataka birds faith allows it to achieve its 
autumn water from the ‘Svati’ cloud, so, for the devotee 
has one-pointed faith in Sri Krishna, that Dark 
Cloud will shower bliss. [9] 


Tika 


sad Shiksha Pat 
n 


upon them and then only will they drink ii 
satisfied. Although on the earth water fills Wells, 
rivers and even the ocean, the cataka will never 
water from any of these sources. When the cola tal 

this degree of faith it fulfills the catakas hearts does 

by dropping its water. lesing 

In the same way, when Vaishnava Aevotees t 

exclusive shelter in their deepest hearts in Sri Krish 
and never want or expect anything from any cae 
manifestation of godliness or any demigod at al} the t 
certainly, Sri Krishna Himself becomes as a cloug ‘ fh, 
showers His Bliss upon them. (9] nd 


Verse 10 
The Lord all - powerful is capable of accomplishin 
anything and everything. Thru such faith and pure 
divine sentiment all is perfected. [10] 

Tika 
A Vaishnava on the Path of Grace who nurtures such 
faith and pure divine sentiment will have everything 
perfected for them. Sri Harirayji clarifies here that our 
Lord is all powerful and can accomplish everything so 
why would He not shower us with His Grace? [10] 


Versel1 
Our Lord Sri Hari is personally capable of accomplish- 
ing everything and has no necessity for any particular 
practices. Observe the workings of this Age of Kali and, 
as a close devotee of the Lord, realise very firmly that 
you need not rely on any other practice but perfect 
surrender to His Lotus-Feet. [11] 
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Tika 
Sri Krishna is all powerful of His own accord and He 
ean do, not do or do otherwise and does not need His 
devotees to be making any particular type of Practice. 
Never think “If I make such and such a practice { shall 
get such and such a reward”. This kind of behaviour is 
relevant to demigods and others who reward certain 
practices with certain worldly rewards, and NEVER to 
Sri Krishna. Observe how this present Age of Struggle 
makes all such acts extremely difficult and is opposed 
to righteous ways. But Sri Krishna blesses His close 
devotees with an attitude of “Non-practice” [not relying 
‘onany specific practice to attain Him and thus total lack 
of pride] 
In the 5 chapters of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
concerning the Rasa Lila, when Sri Krishna disappeared 
* the Gopis tried in many ways to find Him and bring 
Him back. Then they admitted defeat and became 
humble, realising they could attain Him through no 
other practice than to humbly surrender and sing His 
Praises. Seeing them taking total Tefuge in Him the Lord 
Teappeared. In this very same way when a Vaishnava 
devotee is truly humble and renounces pride of practice, 
taking exclusive shelter in the Lord, then He showers 
His Grace upon them. [11] 


Verse 12 
Embodied souls of a demonic nature have no faith in 
the Lord. This is also true of those who keep their 
company, Associating with them can certainly lead to 
ition and a vast array of other faults, [12] 


7 
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Tika 

A faithless person is surely of ademonic character ang 
keeping their company can lead you to demonic 
faithlessness. So, stay away from them. If an embodieg 
souls mind becomes infatuated then they absorb sq 
many faults; so how can the state of total humility eyer 
arise inthem? On the contrary, they function from their 
faulty ego thinking themselves tobe the “Doer”. This 
ignorance is almost impossible to remove. [12] 


Verse 13 


By listening to the accounts in the Srimad Bhagavatam 
of the devotees who served Sri Krishnas Lotus-Feet q 


humility arises that destroys the pride of practice, [13] 
Tika 

There are the ancient accounts in the Srimad 
Bhagavatam of Sri Prahladi, the Gopis and other great 
devotees, and also the more recent accounts of the 
‘Yaishnavas who served Sri Vallabhacharyaji found inthe 
$4 Vaishnava histories. By listening to these you can 
Jearn about how they served the Lord and then examine 
your own service thus gaining humility in your service 
and renouncing pride of practice. Faults will fall away 
from you. From this it is known that listening isa great 
catalyst for increasing and improving your divine 
service. Sri Acharyaji has written in his "Bhaktivardhini" 
{How to Increase Devotion] treatise; “Engage inservice 
or listening to the accounts of the devotees” [etc]. Soyou 
should do both. Serve the Lord lovingly, listen to the 
Lordsstories told by His close devotees and be humble 
‘This the fault of this egotistical pride of practicel Ido 

id such a practice” will be easily destroyed. [13] 
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Verse 14 


Lord exclusively cherishes and 
A pure Fe ti wctoet te ee hilaf oioite Loveund 
ee aibleparfections Those who fall under the sway 
vt Age lose everything to this time. [14] 
Tika 
Pure devotees of the Lord see and do everything 
according to their love for the Lord and so you should 
emulate them to experience the Divine reward. To this 
end, listening to their accounts of the Divine pastimes 
isessential. Itis stated in the “Gopigita” [Gopis’ Song];” 
Most munificent and free from birth and death are 
those who extensively recite on earth Your nectar-like 
stories which are life itself for those burning in separa- 
tion from You, have been celebrated by the wise, 
eradicate all sin and pride and which are auspicious to 
hear and most universally soothing too.” 

This confirms that the hearing ofthe Lords pastimes 
destroys many impurities and increases love for the 
Lord. Those who do not have this love get devoured by 
this sinful Age and times, Indeed this Age isconsuming 
the whole world and everyone in it. 

note;-Sri Vallabhacharyajis Sri Subodhiniji states 
that in this verse it is shown how the recitation of the 
Lords stories possesses the same 6 qualities as the Lord 
Himself- 1} renunciation, 2] knowledge. 3] wealth. 4] 
bliss, 5] beauty and 6] strength. [14] 


Verses 15/16 
So, know that time is one of the Lords powers. In the 
Srimad Bhagavad Gita He Himself states "Of calcula- 
mn ‘isa great force and a form of Sri 
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Krishnas own desire. But it can hold no sway over the 
Lords close devotees. [15/16] 


Tika 
Time is one of the Lords powers. At this time, created 
beings impure due to the influence of this Age of Kaji 
are sucked into this force of time. But this great force of 
time is a form of Sri Krishnas own desire. So it affects 
even Brahma the creator but never obstructs His, dearest 
and closest devotees. [15/16] 


Verses 17/18 
That snake of time can devour others but it cannot touch 
or even smell the devotee who imbibes the nectar of 
devotion and takes shelter in the Enlightened being that 
is Sri Vallabhacharyaji Mahaprabhuji. [17/18] 
Tika 

This Time is a serpent that devours the whole wotld 
but itcannot touch those devotees who imbibe the nectar 
of the Lords Lotus-Feet and lips[the dust of His Feet 
and the praasad graced by His lipslIn his “Saptasloki’ 
17 verses] Sri Gusainji has written “May I find shelter at 
the feet of those embodied souls for whom, although 
covered in the darkness of a whole heap of sins, bitten 
by the serpent of time, fallen into the ocean of worldly 
existence and turned away from their own righteous 
Path, Sri Vallabhacharyajis moonlike glance, which is 
the nectar of mercy, has appeared and rendered them 
immortal ina single second”. [17] 

impurity inherent in this Age of Kali cannot 
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and so remains fearful of accomplished devotees. If the 
Lord Himself cannot obstruct such devotees, what can 

hope to do?! In the stories of the 84 devotees the 
account of Prabhudas Jalota is well known. He gave 
liberation in exchange for some curds for Sri Thakurji. 
Ifthe supplier of the curds had asked for devotion he 
would have granted exactly that. How could Time 
possibly affect such a devotee? [18] 


Verse 19 


Accomplished devotees never have anxiety in their 
hearts about Time in any undertaking, Sri Acharyaji 
has taught in his “Navaratna” [Nine Jewels] treatise; 
“Whatever the Lord does know it to be His play and 
give up all anxiety” Renounce anxiety and contemplate 
His pastimes instead. [19] 


Tika 
A pure devotee adeptly follows the divine Path of 
devotion at all times. They don’t need to worry about 
the Time they live in. Sri Acharyaji has written “Know 
whatever happens to be His play and so immediately 
tenounce all anxiety. Keep your heart free from worry 
and just see Sri Krishnas play in everything”. [19] 


Verses 20/21 
Why be surprised by Sri Krishnas pastime of creation 
or indeed by any other pastime? Wisdom is to see that 
He acts from His own wish for the devotees’ benefit, so 
? [20/21] 


The one who perceives the Lord’s times 

every situation is known as wise. Sri Ach sone in 
stated in his “Vivekdhairyasraya” treatise. a has 
wisdom is knowing that Sri Krishna will "Me 
everything according to His own will” ™Plish 

So, see His wish and plan in everything. 7 

attitude characterises His close devotdes yt ae 
Beloved Lords Will as the instrument in any and ie 
happening. [20/21] Srey) 


Verse 22 


Tika 
Your consciousness is linked to the Lord, you have 
heard about Love for Him. You have had a lot of 
association with devotees and therefore you should 
have no worries at all. Direct all your love towards Sri 
Krishna and Sri Acharyajis lotus feet and never foster 
anxiety. [22] 


Verse 23 


It is said that Sri Krishna manifests in order to 
establish Dharma [the Righ 
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Ages. Whenever the righteous Path has 
eae ok destrifction the fond itneiern 
Satyayug He appeared as Varaha the boar in order to 
defeat Hiranyaksha. In Tretayug 
Lord Sri Rama in order to defeat 
In Dvaparayuga Sri Krishna det 
toinundate Vraja, and relieved 


the Supreme person .” 

So the Lord Sri Vitthalnathaji isthe Supreme Person 
who appeared toestablish Dharma. er attacks 
Dharma ough foolish, selfish and and Proud behaviour 
will not be tolerated by the Lord. [23] 


Verse 24 
Sri Krishna protects brahmins, He is the Lord of the 
cows and the brahmins and the main protector of the 
Vedic Dharma, the scriptural path. So, how can He 
tolerate anyone who Opposes any of these? [24] 


Tika 
The Lord is the Protector of brahmins, cows and Vedic 
~ Dharma. He therefore does not tolerate those embodied 
who have turned away from Him through 
24] 
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lerstand that if problems occur this 
iperfections. [25] 


isdue to Our ow, 


Tika 
Sti Krishna is comprised of pure bliss, ig 

|. Compassionate and cannot bear to see a a 
suffering, He can grant bliss to all Creaturesso then}. ® 
could He tolerate the suffering of His ° ae 
devotees? He could not. WM lose 

Therefore the distinguishing mark of j 

that they will Tecognize that failure in their ue 
scriptural lives, the loss of any object or grief iy e 
anyone with whom their relationshi ay 
due to their own imperfections. [25] 


P 1S superficial ig 
Verse 26 
Sri Krishna is perfect, replete with fine qualities and” 
eternal so never consider in your heart that He has any 
fault. (never blame Him for anything] [26] 
Tika 

‘You should never think that Sri Krishna has any faults, 
Consider that all His actions are for your benefit. If you 
are in strife, know for sure that it is your own fault. He 
is eternally faultless and full of fine qualities and is the 
remover ofall sorrow. Therefore never allow your heart 
to resent or blame the Lord who is perfect, full of fine 


qualities and eternally present [26] 
Verse 27 
devotees were destined to 


en thet 
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Tika 
{ Harirayji says;” How can I Possibly describe how 
Beettiansorthy Tam? Sau 


iddhavaji and other great 
devotees who heard, saw and experienced the Lords 


times had to stay behind on the earth without Se 
thn after He departed from this earthly realm. So 
what to speak of my fate 2!!!” [27] 


Verse28 


What fortunate soul could share the blessed fate of Sri 


‘er body when she 


Tika 


Sri Kuntidevi is a highly elevated devotee who 
immediately left her body when she heard that Sri 
Krishna had departed. [28] 


Verse 29 


Our Lord reigns now and forever so therefore you need 
never be sad ! [29] 


Tika 

Our Lord is eternally Present and you are related 
to Him through Sri Vallabhacharyajis auspices. This 
same Lord always resides in our home and so it is 
inappropriate to harbour sadness in your mind. [29] 


Verse 30 


elevated devotees and 
together with them then 


Tika 


Sri Harirayji now states” I have Written a 
teachings down and sent them to you. Meet . 
accomplished devotees of this Path Of graceang ie 
upon them. Then all doubt, the source Of ore er 
disappear from your mind and a beautify 


ll concig, 
will emerge. [30] 


Verse 31 


Whether your fortune is good or bad you shoutd gly 
repeat the 8 syllable prayer as taught oy ays 


aj This is both the means and yes" 
ward. [31] 
Tika 
Goth our practice and the perfection of such practioig 


Sri Krishna Saranam mama‘ [Sri Krishna is 


joys are many, 
misfortune aryaji revealed 
jusainji has described it in his” 

through the 8 syllable prayer 
revealed by my father - Sri Krishna Sharanam Mama- 
you will become totally free of anxiety regarding this 
world and the next.". According to this and other such 
teachings know mantra isboth the practiceand 
r d of s ctice. [31] 
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DONOT DOUBT OR DEBATE THE 
PATH OF GRACE ion 
RAITH IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE ng 
GRACE ALONE ENABLES DEVOTIONAL, n 
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GRACE-FILLED DEVOTION ARISES IN i) 
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RI HARI FAVOURS SOULS WHO WORSHIP AND 
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a7 
shikaha Patra 


INTRODUCTION 


js 25” letter advises you to abies Sri 
jis lotus feet firmly in your heart, 
Fea Ges lthout a doubt 10 be the supreme 
eee Those who doubt are ungodly and do not 
revise on the path of devotion as revealed in the Sri 
Pipeahinij and his other writings. a 2 
‘The only way to reach the Lord is His Grace, in the 
same way as the senses cannot operate if there is no 
vital force in the body. No practice will work without 
the Lords Grace. This will be further explained in this 
letter. You should never harbour anxiety and you 
should know that the 8 syllable mantra”Sri Krishna 
sharanam mama" is the supreme liberator. 
But if you do not perfect your refuge in Sri 
Vallabhacharyajis feet all your thousands of practices 
can never be successful, The reward is granted to those 


who truly always seek refuge in his lotus feet. Read 
further— 


Verse 1 
Sri Krishna becomes compassionate on those who 


surrender to Sri Vallabhacharyajis lotus feet with 
respect, and He never leaves that devotee. [1] 


Tika 
ee Surdasji has described the sentiment of such a 


“votee who has unwavering devotion to and deep 
‘Teverence for Sri Vallabhas lotus feet; 
" 


faith in his 


372 Shiksha Paty, 


The Lord is always compassionate to such a d, 


eV, 
and reveals to them His joyous Form. [1] Obes 


Verse 2 
Sri Krishna, the remover of all sorrow, favours th, 
qoho have been blessed by Sri Acharyajis sidelong ‘gane 
and pardons their thousand fold faults that Sa 
normally be intolerable to Him. [2] 


Tika 
The Lord favours those who surrender to Sri Vallabha. 
When the devotee Padmanabhdas made all of his 
offerings only of soaked chickpeas the Lord lovingly 
accepted them through Sri Acharyajis grace. Sri 
Vallabhas grace-filled glance grants the essence of 
devotion and so Lord Krishna favours such a devotee, 
Even if they make many many offences the Lord still 
forgives them and showers His blessings on them. [2] 


Verse 3 
I have endless impurities but I take shelter in those 
devotees in whose heart Sri Acharyajis feet are 
established. [3] 
Tika 


When Sri Acaryajis feet are firmly lodged in a devotees 
heart their countless faults are pardoned and obstacles 
are removed from their pathm.. [3] x 


Verse 4 
coolness of the toenails of Sri Acaryajis 
es the | 1g affliction of the devo- 
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Tika : 
ji ey feet are very beautiful 


le! : 
Peg mel eta 
ne ‘ho establs! 
in Ce lieved of the 3 types of 


ele i rt are rel 
maore * aa sporldly and divine, or those of body, 


OE a whi tion from 
afficion Tri d which are a Ce : Dali 
many 

nt a devo! 
Palabss Jotus feet that 
serve them. [4] 

Verse 5 
Id and the Vedas may promise hundred fold 
ee but ‘for me the only fruit is the attainment of Sri 
‘Acharyajis lotus feet. [5] 


Tika 


The world and the Vedas promise a lot of things. For 
those following the Path of Knowledge or the Path of 


Lawful Limitations the highest reward is the attainment 
of Satyaloka,theabode of Brahma [where one can merge 
into the Absolute impersonal]. But in the Path of Grace 
that has no value. Even the 4 types of liberation are 
considered insignificant, for the highest fruit is just a 
taste of the nectar of Sri Krishnas lips, a reward which 
faet be attained through mere practices. That elixir 
eae through reaching Sri Vallabhacharyajis lotus 
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Verse 6 

Certainly the true reward can never arise from 
ing the Vedic laws of action. Also the mind ee 
away from Sri Krishna by listening to statements ed 
are not connected to Him. [6] that 


Tika 

The Vedas list many types of prescribed act; 
practice. The paths of Sia Yoga, Bae a 
Worship detail many practices like fasts, restraints 
observances and rules to follow. None of them lead = 4 
the fruit of the Path of Grace which regards as su; re = 
the divine loving sentiment that the Gopis. femicd This 
reward comes with Sri Acharyajis grace and not fron 
any specific practice. Embodied souls who are turned 
away from Sri Krishna cannot appreciate or enjoy, 
neither with their heart nor their ears, the nectar of His 
names and glories. [6] 


Verse 7 

The Path of Knowledge is sometimes considered the 
reward because from it arises devotion within the path 
of Lawful Limitations. But that type of devotional path 
is not actually the reward because it leads to libera- 
tion which removes the difference between the embod- 
ied soul and the Lord from which arises the attitude of 
being the Lords servant. [7] 


Tika 
The scriptures say that knowledge is the foundation of 
devotion, and that when you gain such knowledge you 
devotion. But this is the devotion of the Path 
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knowledge is given first place and this lawfully limited 
m ensues. Both of these, knowledge and thie type 
SO ton are opposed to the rewards of the Path 
Grace mainly because they do not Promote the sense 
Sete orcs servant: 
The soul on the Path of Grace must nurture that 
sentiment of servitude, with the Lord as their master 
and their righteous path being to serve Him, Knowledge 
‘opposes this sentiment. (7] 


Verse 8 
This devotion of the Path of Grace is totally superior, 
However, until it arises or is known, the devotion of 
the Path of Lawful Limitations is considered to be the 
fruit . [8] 


Tika 
The point of view of this Path of limited devotion based 
‘on knowledge is”I am the Absolute {Brahman}’ When 
this attitude is present ones natural sentiment of 
servitude to the Supreme dissolves. 

Therefore, know the devotion of the Path of Grace 


to be the crest jewel Superior to all other forms of 
devotion. [8] 


Verse 9 


Sri Krishna is the 
Lotus Face is the 


Lord who removes all sorrow, His 
abode of Grace - filled devotion. Sri 
Mahaprabhuji is the embodiment of that Lotus Face. 

So if you take shelter in him, this will be the reward 
You will most definitely attain [9] 
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Tika 


The Path of Grace ~ filled devotion arose when Sri 
Krishna performed His loving pastimes with the) i 
devotees of Vraja, the Gopis, in which He granted th 
the taste of His Love. Sri Krishnas Lotus face he 
appeared in the form of Sti Vallabhacharyaji in order & 
establish this grace - filled devotion in this present A, : 
of Struggle. The Lords Lotus Face has appeared aia 
as Sri Acharyaji. Therefore those accomplished evo. 
who take full refuge in Sri Acharyajis lotus feet Most 
definitely receive the supreme reward. [9] 


Verse 10 
Do not engage in debate over this!There is nothin; 
greater than experience. Just as, in the world, if you 
attain a reward there is nothing to do but enjoy it.[10) 


Tika 

Do not bother arguing with those schools of thought 
thatcounter the Path of Grace; [paths of knowledge and 
action, the Vedas and the devotional path with lawful 
limitations]. Just as, if you attain a worldly reward you 
simply enjoy it-In this way when you experience the 
Path of Grace there is nothing more to be known. [10] 


Verse 11 


Therefore, always cherish Sri Acharyajis lotus feet in 
your heart for they are the reward, and renounce all 
doubt . [11] 


Tika 
Follow the Grace-filled Path , make your righteous Path 
to serve the Lord and keep Sri Acharyajis lotus feet in 
. your heart. Harbour no doubt or lack of faith. In the 


7 
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mad Bhagavadgita the Lord says "the doubting soul 
destruction’; doubt and disbelief destroy the 
reward. [11] 
Verse 12 
this subject, know those who are given over to doubt 
to be ungodly. The Lord first created the divinely 
sented souls, then He put them into the world with 


His own Hand. [12] 


On 


Tika 

Know those who doubt Sri Acharyaji and the Path of 
Grace to be the ungodly ones 

Whether one is divinely or demonically oriented, 
when one doubts or loses faith, one is put into the 
worldly realm by the Lords own hand. 

They are never accepted into the Lords realm. 

In his “Vivekadhairyasraya” treatise Sri Acaryaji 
states “Never doubt or lose faith, it is the greatest 


obstacle” 
‘Therefore, never lose faith. [12] 


Verses 13/14/15 


It is most surprising that even though Sri Krishna has 

manifested upon this earth together with the Srimad 
—_ Bhagavatam and its commentaries- [13]Sri Subodhiniji, 

and other treatises which explain the deeper meanings 

and whilst, here and there, great devotees are present,~ 

[14] still people are not drawn to the devotional Way. 

This must be because Sri Krishna is withholding His 
’ Gace which is the foundation of this Path, [15] 


ce 
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Tika 


It is a matter of extreme surprise to me that, although 
Sri Krishnas Lotus Face has appeared on this earth as 
ri Vallabhacharyaji and his lineage most pure is Present, 
and the Srimad Bhagavatam is present along with the 
commentaries thereon, still embodied souls are Not 
attracted to the devotional Path. [13] 

Sri Vallabhacharyajis treatises Sri Subodhiniji and 
the Nibandha are available here on earth and here and 
there are truthful individuals who teach these. There 
are also the small and large treatises of sri Gusainji and 
Sri Mahaprabhuji which explain irf detail the essence of 
this Path of Grace and the ways of the Path-all of these 
are present here [14] 

Still, even though these are here available on this 
earth, embodied souls do not devote themselves to this 
Path. This however would require the Grace and 
blessing of Sri Krishna because that alone is the key to 
this Path, and nothing can be revealed without it; 
entrance to it happens by His Grace alone [15] 


Verse 16 
Unconscious senses cannot become active without 


prana, their integral life-force. In the same way, no 
spiritual practice can arise without Grace. [16] 


Tika 

nothing can be perfected without Sri 
Mahaprabhujis Grace. The senses cannot function 
without prana, the presence of which gives them their 
consciousness and their ability to perform their appro- 
priate functions. t 
In the very same way, until Grace is established in 
your very life — force all practices remain within those 


a a 
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functional senses. When Sri Krishna grants Hi 
ea only then can you decidedly make service to be 
Lord as for the Path of Grace and only then 

r heartfelt loving intention be perfectly 


will 
Srcianed as your integral character. [16] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 25 


LETTER : 26 - [10 Verses] 


“CONCEALING YOUR LOVE 
FOR THE LORD” 


Translators introduction- 


This 26” letter teaches us to strongly protect and conceal 
our loving sentiment for the Lord and how His Grace is 
the most essential element in our devotion. 
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INDEX 


DEVOTEES ARE CONSTANTLY ATTACHED TO SRI 
KRISHNA’S DIVINE FORM 

‘A DEVOTEE SHOULD RENOUNCE WORLDLY 
WELL-BEING IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE TRUE 
INNER RENUNCIATION 

EMBODIED SOULS DO NOT RECOGNIZE 
‘THE LORDS BENEVOLENCE 

KEEP TOTALLY SECRET YOUR LOVE FOR THE LORD 

RENUNCIATION OF WORLDLY HOME AND 
SCRIPTURAL CONSIDERATIONS DUE TO 


SRI KRISHNA IS COMPASSIONATE AND 

PROTECTS HIS TRUE DEVOTEES 1 
SRI KRISHNA FORGIVES A STRIVINGSOULS MISTAKES 2 
SRI KRISHNA NOURISHES A DEVOTEE AS A 

MOTHER NOURISHES A BABY 3 
SRI KRISHNA REMOVES NEGATIVITY AND PROTECTS 

DEVOTEES AS A FATHER PROTECTS ACHILD 3 
‘SRI VALLABHACARYAJI CAN UNITE IGNORANT 

SOULS TO THE LORD 5/6 
STAUNCHLY AVOID BAD ASSOCIATION AND 

PROTECT YOUR LOVE FOR THE LORD 

LIKE A MOTHER PROTECTS HER CHILD 7 
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INTRODUCTION 


‘The 26" letter explains how, just as a mother avoids 
contact with bad spirits in order to protect her child, 
you should avoid bad association in order to protect 

love for the Lord.And how, just asa woman keeps 
her relationship with her lover secret from all her 
relatives you should keep your service to the Lord 
hidden’ from anyone in your close circle who might 
obstruct it-To a wanton woman her lovers messengers 
words and company are dear, and in this same way a 
devotees words and company increase your love for 
the Lord. 

A wanton woman's heart and mind are always 
detached from her home, housework and household 
duties, and this letter describes how your heart should 
also be detached from these worldly duties. 

In the previous letter we read how even though 
the Path of Grace may have been revealed, even so souls 
cannot gravitate towards it without the Grace and 
Blessings of the Lord himself. The question arises,” it 
seems Sri Krishna is just not showering His blessings, 
what to do?” Read on— 


Verse 1 
The Lord Himself has arranged, is arranging and will 
continue to arrange everything in this world and the 
ae for His close devotees. Of this there is no doubt. 
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He may bring your spouse, children, wealth ete to A 
state of divine consciousness so that they do not obstruct 
yourseva. And perfection in the next or spiritual worlg 
means that He will let you experience His pastimes ang 
have the Bliss of His sight. In his “Trividhanamavalj: 
{The Names of the Lord in 3 sections] treatise Sp 
Acharyaji has stated "I bow to Sri Krishna who relieves 
His devotees of all distress”. For the devote, Sri Krishna, 
without any doubt, removes all sorrow and perfects, 


everything, [1] 


Verse 2 
Still, the embodied soul persists in its attempts due to 
its basic impure ignorant nature. The Lord Himself, 
Ocean of Grace that He is, forgives such souls. [2] 


Tika 
Thus, even though the Lord perfects all actions in this 
world and the next, the embodied soul stil! follows the 
minds conjectures and wanders through many practices, 
‘These ignorant souls are forgiven by the Lord Himself, 
who is an Ocean of Grace, of any offence towards Him. 
In his treatise” Antakaranaprabodhah” [Appeal to my 
heart], Sri Mahaprabhuji has written,” The Lord is 
always true to His promise and therefore never does 
otherwise” [2] 
Verse 3 

For His blessed humble follower Sri Krishna creates 
favourable circumstance and removes the unfavourable, 


He is to them asa father who always acts for the benefit 
of his child, [3] 


— 
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Tika 

In this Path of Grace the Lord creates favourable 
circumstance by the establishment of the His service and 
repels the unfavourable which may lie in the many 
varied other types of practices and efforts. He protects 
His devotees through the recommendation of Sri 
Vallabhacharyaji. This is done in the mode of a father 
who always considers what would be most beneficial 
for his child and when that child makes mistakes the 
father does not stress those faults but rather instructs 
the ignorant child. In his treatise “Sanyasnirnaya” 
{Conclusions on renunciation] Sri Acharyai has written” 
To those within this Path of Devotion Sri Krishna cannot 
allow obstructions and they cannot arise from else- 
where. If He did it would be like a mother Tefusing to 
feed her own child. A mother continually nourishes her 
child with her own milk. In this way Sri Krishna allows 
no impediments to those who have taken shelter in him 
under the auspices of Sri Mahaprabhuji. For He is most 
compassionate and only does whatever brings happi- 
ness to His devoted follower smaking sure that their 
devotion increases. [3] 


Verse 4 
The embodied soul is ungrateful due to its ignorance,and 
50 does not recognise the Lords actions. The embodied 
soul is an ocean of impurities and the Lord is an Ocean 
Of Qualities, where is the comparison? [4] 


Tika 
The embodied soul, due to ignorance, does not recognise 
the Lords benevolence in His actions, for those souls 
of faults and the Lord is totally perfect, (4] 
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Verses 5/6 


So the Lord is an Ocean of virtues and the embodig, 4 
soul isan ocean of. impurities. One is darkness, the othe, 
is brightness, how can the two relate? When supplica. 
tion is made through the agency of Sri Aharyaji they 
the impurities are burnt out, and worthiness of thay 
relationship arises. Therefore, establish Sri Acharyajis 
two lotus feet in your heart. [5/6] 
Tika 

So how can the embod! ied soul form a relationship with 
the Lord Sri Krishna, for the soul is like the darkness 
and the Lord is bright like the sun? How can darkness 
exist where the sun is? Here it will be explained how 
that soul can meet Sri Krishna. The only way is for the 
soul to surrender everything to the Lord, for this will 
remove all impurity- 

The story is well known in the collection of the life 
stories of The 84 Vaishnavas that when Sri Acharyaji 
became overwhelmed with the desire to know how to 
bring about this re-uniting of the embodied soul with 
his Lord, then Sri Krishna appeared to him and 
instructed him to make the souls surrender themselves 
and everything they have to Him in order to remove 
their impurities. [5] 

In this way when the embodied soul, full of fault, 
offers themself to Sri Krishna through the agency of Sri 
Acharyaji then only do they become worthy of serving 
Him, The only plan to become thus worthy isto establish 
Sri Acharyajis lotus feet in your heart, and is constant 
focus on his feet in the heart is the highest righteous 
way for those devotees in the Path of Grace and the 


perfection of the devotional reward. [6] lee 
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Verse 7 


A mother who is responsible for the safety of her child 
takes care to protect it from evil spirits, In the same 
way you must protect your love for the Lord from the 
influence of evil association . [7] 


Tika 
A protective mother avoids at all costs the evil s, 
who can take her childs life by hiding them from it. In 
the same way a skilful devotee keeps their love for the 
Lord hidden from bad association by avoiding such 
contact, Bad company is a big obstacle for a devotee 
and can destroy their loving mood.Knowing this, 
always avoid evil association and then 
feelings can grow safely. [7] 


pirit 


your loving 


Verse 8 
An unfaithful lady keeps her relationship with her lover 
hidden, and a lady who is exclusively faithful to her 
husband also guards her love for him. In this same way 


an accomplished devotee hides their love for the Lord. 
{8} 


Tika 
You should keep secret the love you have in your heart 
for the Lord. Hide it and do not tell anyone about it. A 
lady exclusively faithful to her husband tells her hearts 
secrets to her husband alone and to no-one else, and 
You should do exactly the same with the love in your 
heart for the Lord. Remaining in this position as the 
‘Lords servant and hiding your sentiments for Him will 
ect you from the evils of this age and keep you on a 
‘Obstructions ing otherwise, 
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Verse 9, 

Awoman involved inan illicit relationship , 

delight in meeting and talking to her lovers meas 

In the very same way your love for the Lord wilt ger, 

when you keep company with His ac compa} 

devotee. [9] ed 


Tika 
Conversations and meetings with the belove 
ger increase the passion of the illicit lover if 
ees way your love for the Lord will increase Whigs 
you meet and talk with a great devotee. 
The messenger talks in many ways abou 
subjects and so desire is kindled in the lover, 
heart. When a firm devotee speaks about the Lord their 
Jove for Him wil be filled with divine passion, and you 
heart will begin to feel that Divine Love. Therefore, 


always keep the company of such pure devotees who 
adhere to the Path of Grace. (9] 


Verse 10 
The heart and mind of a lady in an illicit love affair are 
never focused on her domestic duties. In the same ‘way, 
if you want to be surrendered to the Lord you should 


pull your heart and mind away from the worldly home 
and fix them on Him. [10] 


Tika 
A lady involved in an illicit love affair does not focus 
her heart and mind on her household duties, but rather 
always elsewhere , on her lover. 

Similarly, an accomplished devotees heart and 
mind are fixed on their Lords Form. When such a 
devotees mind is singularly surrendered to the Lords 
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Feet, they are not really interested in household 
De or worldly and scriptural wranglings and 
complications They are then exclusively attached to 
hearing the Lords pastimes and to serving Him. [10] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 26 


LETTER : 27 - [18 Verses] 


“THE FORTY OBSTRUCTIONS” 


Translators introduction- 


This 27" letter probes deeply into the nature of refuge 
in this Path of Grace, clarifying the devotees position in 
both their worldly and devotional involvements. 40 
obstructive impurities are listed, examining every last 


detail of an embodied souls behaviour, 
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INDEX 
FORTY OBSTRUCTIVE IMPURITIES THAT MAKE 
‘A SOUL FORGET SRI KRISHNA ; 
NEGATIVE INFLUENCE OF THE KALI YUG whee : 
NINE DEVOTIONAL QUALITIES Hi 17 
/13 


REALISATION OF THE PATH OF GRACE ARISES 
FROM REFUGE IN SRI VALLABHAS FEET 

REFUGE IN SRI VALLABHAS FEET 
IS THE 1ST ESSENTIAL 

REFUGE IN SRI VALLABHAS FEET NOURISHES y 
DEVOTION ; 


8 
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INTRODUCTION 
dresses the problem of forgetting the Lord. 
live in is pat that it destroys everyones 


Practices are never successful; instead the 
diments to our service to the Lord are 


Letter 27 adi 
The age We 
intelli 

three impe et 
: ee iige in Sri Acharyajis lotus feet can grant us 
the fruition of our spritual practices, so we should never 
give up hopel! In the previous letter it was described 
how those surrendered to the Lord are not interested 
in worldly affairs. However the obstacles to fruition of 
ones service are still present — and they need to be 
avoided — What these are and how to avoid them is 
the subject matter of the letter. 


Verse 1, 
When you surrender fully and constantly to Sri 
Acharyajis lotus feet you will effortlessly achieve all 
spiritual rewards. [1] 


Tika 
A Vaishnava Devotee on the Path of Grace should 
always take refuge in Sri Acharyajis lotus feet. This will 


bring them, through the Grace of the Lord, all devotional 
rewards without resorting to any specific practice. [1] 


Verse 2 

Wealth, home, attachment to said home, seeking fame 

worldly and scriptural acts, focus on action 

and reaction and desire for heavenly reward all 

contribute to your forgetting Sri Krishna. They will be 
here until the 11” verse [2] 
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Tika 

There are 40 obstructive impurities in the Path of 
which are the main ones out of many. When 
renounced, fruition of the Path of Grace is 
They are now listed — Perfected. 

The first major contamination is pride of 
which blinds the embodied soul, for they then co) 
none as their equal. If you have wealth you should Offer 
it up to the Lord and use it to serve Him, whereby yoy 
become His servant. 

The second obstruction is the worldly home, when, 
you think you have put it together, or that it belonged 
to your father; it is this sense of possession that is the 
problem. 

The third is attachment to said home - bein, 
attached to the many household duties all the time, 
counting what must be done from day to day. 

The fourth is the desire for worldly and religious 
fame. Here you may plan to become famous through 
certain deeds. If your competitor does five such deeds 
you will plan to outdo him with ten! You may also seek 
fame through the performance of religious acts such as 
ancestor worship, marriage or sacrifices, displaying how 
much you do and seeking fame thereby, 

The fifth is to place your belief in and solicit reward 
from good deeds, daily prayer rituals, worshipping the 
deceased, fasts and regular disciplines etc 
The sixth is to desire to go to heaven through such 
acts and hoping to enjoy many pleasures there. These 
are all obstacles to the true fruit of the Path of Grace [2] 


mage 


Grace, 
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Verse 3 


Excessive worldly affection, desires that are contrary 
to devotion, attachment to worldly affairs and enjoy- 
is {food for the sake of sensual pleasure, these are 
all obstacles. [3] 
Tika 

The seventh obstacle to devotion is having excessive 
affection for worldly relationships such as wife and 
children, holding theirs as the as the highest type of love. 

The eighth obstacle which blocks the fruition of the 
devotional path is hankering after worldly sensual 
enjoyment. 

The ninth is attachment to such worldly affairs. 

The tenth is always wanting to eat very fine food- 
stuffs, Vaishnava devotees make fine food preparations 
solely to serve the Lord, and they appreciate that food 
when partaken of as the Lords Grace. But demanding 
Jots of ghee laced food for the sake of sensual pleasure 
isa great obstruction on the Path of Devotion. (3] 


Verse 4 


Pride in your body, pride in your family clan, pride in 
your knowledge and nourishing your body without 
making service to the Lord. [4] 


Tika 
The eleventh obstacle to devotion is obsessive pride in 
the body and constant tending to appearance, always 


the mirror with self 
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The thirteenth is thinking oneself to be y, 
and well read, and regarding everyone 

dice to be fools. This attitude totally blocks humility. © 

The fourteenth is occupying ones day in endless 
worldly and scriptural duties, not performing ones 
service to the Lord or even wanting to do so. Like w’ 

a so called Brahmin fails to recite his gayatri mantr, 
then his brahminhood recedes, in the same way, if 3 
Vaishnava does not perform service to the Lord 
that state of being a Vaishnava is reneged and this is a 
huge obstacle on the path to devotion. 

The fifteenth is when one obsesses over the 
nourishment and health of the body. There is not even 
a trace of tolerance of heat and cold and endless efforts 
are made to keep the body safe through the use of 
medicines and potions, only for the sake of worl 
activity and without any awareness at all that the body 
should be properly maintained simply for the purpose 
of being able to serve the Lord [ 4] 

Verse 5 
Remaining enduringly corrupted through bad associa- 
tion, partaking of foodstuffs that have not first been 
offered to the Lord Sri Krishna, failing to enquire into 
the meaning of ones Mantra of Dedication and forget- 
ting to surrender are all obstacles on this Path of devo- 
tion. [5] 
Tika 

The sixteenth is keeping the company of immoral people 
who have turned their face away from the Lord} @ 
moment of this kind of association can totally defileyo 
love for the Lord; a lot of it will turn you a\ 
Lord. 
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The seventeenth is neglecting to partake of the food 

ings made to the Lord and instead to eat what has 
not been offered. It is written in the Padma Purana —- 
if you eat without first offering to the Lord, your 
forefathers will all suffer in hell for many years. Food 
prepared by non - devotees and sinners and which is 
not offered to the Lord is equal to dog meat.” In the 
Kurma Purana it is stated” Eating that which is not first 
offered to the Lord Sri Govinda and without any moral 
consideration is like eating doc-faeces, and drinki 
water in the same way is like drinking alchohol.” Eating 
unoffered food is a huge obstacle because it destroys 
the intelligence. 

The eighteenth obstacle to devotion is not i 
to understand the self-dedication one has made. You 
know you have dedicated yourself to the Lord but if 
you do not investigate and thus try to truly grasp the 
concept, for example of the 5 syllable Prayer of 
surrender, then this is a hindrance in your devotion. 

The nineteenth is forgetting your self- surrender 
and that you have taken refuge in Sri Krishna, i 
when you even forget the 8 syllable prayer that 
embodies this surrender. [5] 


Verse 6 


SI 
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of Grace if you leave hj 
rewards ese) dutta the Hane 
approach a2 ion is ” Do not bo 
treatise the instruction is* w to any 
Deity, neither have their sight, partake of their ¢ 
to their temple” If you remain in ye 
ted exclusive devotion, then You wij 
teach the perfect fruition of this Path of Grace, a 
Gusainji has stated "You should serve the Dust of the 
Lords Lotus Feet until the day you die. Whatever king 
of difficulties you face never take shelter in any other. 
One who rides an elephant would not start riding g 
donkey! Taking refuge in other deities is putting ‘oh 
neck on the block and is a huge hindrance to Pure 
devotion. 

The twentyfirst is hoping for a result fromIndra 
Siva, Brahma, Ganesh, Surya, etc. Sri Krishna is Al}. 
Powerful and these others are dependent on Him, so 
why approach’ them? Such hope for a reward from them 
is a great obstruction to the fruit of the Path of Grace, 

‘The twentysecond is to be unattached to the Lords 
Lotus Feet, attached to worldly and scriptural activities, 
to doubt the Lords capabilities, to foster perverse 
thoughts and to contemplate false and untrue concepts 
are all obstructions in the path of devotion. 

The twentythird obstacle to devotion is to spend 
‘ones whole life in earning a living whilst functioning 
from a completely mundane attitude. [ 6] 


™ ang 
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Verse7 
Other obstacles on this Path of Devotion which 
you forget the Lord are:- opposing your Guru,thinl 
your self superior to the accomplished dev 
Path of Grace, considering 
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owerful and being too focused on the nourishment of 
Vow senses. [7] 
Tika 


The twentyfourth obstacle is opposing your Guru 
until heis displeased with you. If you displease the Lord 
then your Guru can intervene for you but if you 
displease the Guru no-one can help you. 

The twentyfifth is thinking yourself superior to 
accomplished devotees on the Path of Grace. 

‘The twentysixth is considering your body to be very 

and everyone else to be weaker than you.This 
Jeads to an inflated ego and addiction to sense 

it. 

e ‘The twentyseventh is to always be ready to nourish 
your senses. The senses are very attached to mundane 

its, and so constantly feeding them can lead to 
your mind and heart being overtaken and dominated 
by them. [7] 


Verse 8 
Infatuation with your worldly home, over-attachment 
to your spouse and children and residing in a place de- 
void of Sri Krishnas service and the singing of His 
praises, all make you forget the Lord. [8] 


Tika 


The twentyeighth factor in forgetting the Lord is 


constant attachment to your worldly home and the 
activities therein. 
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The thirtieth is residence in a place where the, 
temples to the Lord or establishments 0 
Vallabhacharyajis lineage in both of which you 
beable to experience His presence, festivals and 
and meet His true devotees who would share the; 

experiences of Vraja, the celebration of His festivals = 
the telling of His pastimes. [8] boi 


are 
if Sti 


Would 


Verse9 


Wallowing in the joy and grief that ensue from world) 
gains and losses, thinking oneself to be totall ind ¥ 
dent, and the embodied souls tendency to be ob. 


all these make you forget Sri Krishna. [9] ate 


Tika 


The thirtyfirst is wallowing in the fluctuating joy and 
grief of this material sphere. When all is well with your 
friends, family, finances and other undertakings, then 
you are happy. 
The tree of this material sphere has 2 types of fruits; 
one is joy and one is grief. If you wallow in their 
fluctuations this is a great hindrance to the attainment 
of any spiritual reward. 
The thirtysecond is total mental involvementin the 
of aquiring wealth. After getting some riches one 


ily contemplates how nice it would be to get some 
re or how lovely it would be to have a bigger family 
and it is this greed that is the obstacle to the Path of 
Grace. 
The thirtythird is considering oneself to be 
independent and “self-made”, forgetting your servitude 
to the Lord. 


| 
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The thirtyfourth is to allow oneself to be a typically 
tainted embodied soul and wish misfortune toall others. 


19] 
Verse10 
idering oneself qualified, enjoying sinful activities, 
cae with Sanam people, cruel heartedness, 
disregarding the humble and lack of forgiveness, all of 
these make you forget the Lord. [10] 


Tika 


The thirtyfifth obstacle on the Path of Devotion is 
considering yourself to be qualified and in charge, 
because then you have control over the good and the 
bad that befall many people. Sri Acharyaji has written 
in both the Sri Subodhiniji and the Sri Nibandha about 
how Lord Narayana taught the Srimad Bhagavatam to 
the creator Brahma. Brahma had been assigned the duty 
of creation and was prideful of being in charge of it so 
he was therefore unable to comprehend the text. He then 
taught it to Naradji, but Naradji could not grasp its 
essence because his position is to wander about all over 
the 3 worlds, and thus his mind is not singularly 
focused. Naradji recounted it to Sri Vedvyasa, but 
Vedvyasji was prideful because of his command over 
the Vedas and the Puranas and so was not able to 
experience its inner meaning. Vedavyasji then told it to 
SriSukhadeyji who did not have pride of eligibility and 
thus did experience its inner essence. This is why it is 
said that if you are pride of your qualification and 
eligibility this isa hindrance to the revelation of the true 
devotional reward, 
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longer any idea of what is favourable or unfavourable 


it. 
for il oe thirtyseventh is when that soul then sides With 


liars and thieves etc, whereby they turn truth into jie 
nd lie into truth. 

The thirtyeighth is when the heart becomes crue} 
with no sympathy for anyone and very cunning and 
hypocritical. o3 

The thirtyninth is rejecting those meek souls who 
come to you in good faith. 

‘The fortieth obstacle to the devotional reward ig 
total lack of forgiveness and unreasonable anger when 
your brow is raised and you have no tolerance. [10] 


Verse 11 


There are many other faults apart from those listed 
above, all of which make you forget Sri Hari. Those 
souls who are in the position of His servant should be 
very respectfully aware and careful of them. [11] 
Tika 

Apart from these 40 listed faults there are many others, 
but these are the most common contributors to 
forgetfulness of Sri Krishna. If you embody such faults 
you cannot expect to understand the Lord. Therefore 
Sri Harirayji is stating them very clearly here and 
advising all Vaishnava devotees to carefully avoid them. 

Now he lists nine qualities the embodied soul must 
cultivate in order to anhialate the faults, 

The first is to always and at all times to have the 
deepest respect for Sri Krishnas Lotus Feet, and to know 
this to be the be all and end all. [ 11] 
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Verse 12/13 
i jotees should stay within the Path oj 

Coola iMate htscbion theveviente aarect 
and no other, and with their mind totally attached to 
Sri Krishna, [12] 
They should take refuge in Sri Acharyajis lotus, feet with 

I faith, and renouncing all other paths, always long 
to see Him. [13] 


Tika 


The second quality is to remain within this Path of 
Devotion which has been established by Sri Vallabha- 
charyaji who is one and the same as Sri Krishnas Lotus 
face. 


The third is to only desire the rewards of this Path 


of Grace and not those of the Path of Lawful Limitations 
orany other path. The rewards of the Path of Grace are 
simply to serve the Lord and experience the bliss of His 
Form, whereas the rewards of other Paths are going to 
brahmalok and other heavens and attaining the four 
types of liberation. These latter are opposed to the Path 
of Grace and should be given up; you should only ever 
wish for the Grace-filled rewards. 

The fourth is to be totally detached from worldly 
activity and anything other than serving and remember- 
ing the Lord. 

The fifth is to be fully Pre-occupied and attached 
to the Lord Sri Krishnas qualities in your mind and 

heart, to meditate on Him and serve Him. 
Voice only to praise Him and your activity to 
i Him 
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The sixth isto’ take constant refuge in Sri Acharyajig 
1 ect is to have the most unshakeable faith 
tall aspects of your life will be perfected through Spi 
‘Acharyajis Brace: - 

The eighth is to simply give up those worldly ang 
scriptural activities that are opposed to the Path of 
Grace. E 
The ninth is to have sustained and moment to 
moment enthusiasm for seeing Sri Krishna and Sr 
Acharyaji. 

When these nine qualities are firmly established in, 

heart then all disease is expelled. If you know a 
devotee who has these qualities then you should most 
certainly keep their company whereby your faults will 
dissolve and the Lord will shower you with Grace. | 13] 


Verse 14 

The age in which we now live is particularly powerful 
in destroying everyone's intelligence. Bad association 
is met with by those who have their eyes closed. [14] 

Tika 

In the previous verses it has been explained how the 40 
factors in forgetting the Lord can be countered by the9 
good qualities. However, the present era is destroying 
intelligence, even that of truthful and aware beings. So 
what to speak of the fools!! 

First of all the era is an obstacle per se, and can 
affect you even if you are not influenced by bad 
association. It seems to be in everyone's hands-so even 
if you are retaining a tiny bit of righteous behaviour, 
that too will slip away. So is there any hope of 
cultivating a Path based on the Lord? Such a Path 
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i d 
. thes day by day. Therefore this era and ba 
HS report huge obstructions. [14] 


Verse 15 


clear what we should or should not be 
LOREM ricuen the Lord has concealed His divine 
potencies from us. [15] 
Tika 

During this impure era even if we are engaged in activity 
related to the Lord our minds fluctuate, and contrary 
thoughts and conceptions arise from moment to 
moment, leading to hindrances even in good works.Our 
mind can however recognise the Lords amazing 
potencies—that Sri Krishna is the most powerful and 
the one who can bring perfection to all activity -and 
that His power radiates in all ten directions. His fame is 
sung in the Vedas, the Puranas, the Srimad Bhagavatam, 
the Srimad Bhagavat Gita and other scriptures, and 
when we make this famous Sri Krishna our husband, 
then what can we possibly have to fear? 

Even though His strength thus manifests in our 
hearts, He also sometimes conceals it and then our faith 
flails and we wallow in worldly joy and grief. [15] 


Verse 16 
Embodied souls who are tainted by the impurities of 
this Age of Struggle[Kaliyuga] cannot succeed in their 
irerdiaes and are faced by ever increasing hindrances. 
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The sixth is to take constant refuge in Sri Acharyajis 
feet. 
sien seventh is to have the most unshakeable faith 
that all aspects of your life will be perfected through Sr 
‘Acharyajis grace. ; 

. The eighth is to simply give up those worldly and 
scriptural activities that are opposed to the Path of 
Grace. ; 

The ninth is to have sustained and moment to 
moment enthusiasm for seeing Sri Krishna and Sri 
Acharyaji. ne - 

When these nine qualities are firmly established in 

ur heart then all disease is expelled. If you know a 
devotee who has these qualities then you should most 
certainly keep their company whereby your faults will 
dissolve and the Lord will shower you with Grace. [ 13] 


Verse 14 
The age in which we now live is particularly powerful 
in destroying everyone's intelligence. Bad association 
is met with by those who have their eyes closed. [14] 


Tika 
Inthe previous verses it has been explained how the 40 
factors in forgetting the Lord can be countered by the 9 
good qualities. However, the present era is destroying 
intelligence, even that of truthful and aware beings. So 
what to speak of the fools!! 

First of all the era is an obstacle per se, and can 
affect you even if you are not influenced by bad 
association. It seems to be in everyone’s hands-so even 
if you are retaining a tiny bit of righteous behaviour, 
that too will slip away. So is there any hope of 
cultivating a Path based on the Lord? Such a Path 


— 
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diminishes day by day. Therefore this era and bad 
association are both huge obstructions. [14] 


Verse 15 

It is not even clear what we should or should not be 
doing, for even the Lord has concealed His divine 
potencies from us. [15] 


Tika 

During this impure era even if we are engaged in activity 
related to the Lord our minds fluctuate, and contrary 
thoughts and conceptions arise from moment to 
moment, leading to hindrances even in good works.Our 
mind can however recognise the Lords amazing 
potencies—that Sri Krishna is the most powerful and 
the one who can bring perfection to all activity —and 
that His power radiates in all ten directions. His fame is 
sung in the Vedas, the Puranas, the Srimad Bhagavatam, 
the Srimad Bhagavat Gita and other Scriptures, and 
when we make this famous Sri Krishna our husband, 
then what can we possibly have to fear? 

Even though His strength thus manifests in our 
hearts, He also sometimes conceals it and then our faith 
flails and we wallow in worldly joy and grief. [15] 


Verse 16 
Embodied souls who are tainted by the impurities of 


this Age of Struggle[Kaliyuga] cannot succeed in their 
ead and are faced by ever increasing hindrances, 
16] 


Tika 
Some may say that whilst most practices still fail to 
Femove the corrupt condition of the mind, one should, 


_ 
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to that end, perform activities related to the Lo 
However, such practice does not succeed, so ae 
speak of reaping the fruit thereof?! This is because the 
impediments of this era are growing day by day(1 61 


Verse 17 
Anxiety, hindrance and hedonism[sense enj 
involving the body and senses} are the thee ae 
obstructions to serving the Lord. If you indulge in them 
how can you expect to attain the divine reward? You 
can only expect a despicable result, [17] 

Tika 
Sri Mahaprabhuji has written in his “Sevaphalam” [the 
Rewards of Service]” treatise; “Anxiety, obstructions 
and worldly enjoyment are the three things that hinder 
service to the Lord” 

If your mind is full of anxiety you cannot apply it 
properly to serving the Lord. Then worldly hindrances 
arise and themind and heart begin to reap pleasure from 
bodily enjoyment. The senses take you over, and this 
state of affairs is displeasing to the Lord. 

When your service to the Lord is subsequently 
blocked, then how can you hope for any kind of divine 
reward? In the Path of Grace the true reward is exactly 
that, service to the Lord. What result can you expect if 
your service is thus thwarted? [17] 


Verse 18 

Even in this situation, because I have taken refuge in 
Sri Acharyajis lotus feet, Ihave not forgotten my desire 
to attain the Divine Reward. [18] 


— 
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Tika 


In this Path of Grace, serving the Lord is the best and 
only reward. Due to the terrible influence of this Age of 
Struggle that service and its fruition are not present 
and so I feel hopeless. Even so, I have decidedly taken 
shelter in Sri Vallabhacharyajis lotus feet, and thus, even 
in the absence of service to the Lord, I have firm faith 
that I will attain the Grace-filled reward. [18] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 27 


LETTER : 28 - [24 Verses] 


“HUMILITY IN THE MOOD OF 
SEPARATION” 


Translators introduction- 


Each of the twenty-four verses of this 28" letter isa very 
humble and heartfelt supplication to the Lord. This 
humility and total surrender to the Lord are both the 
practice and the reward of this Path of Grace. 


410 
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SEPARATION FROM YOU iz 
YOU MANIFEST FOR YOUR DEVOTEES SO 

DONT FORGET US 3 
‘YOU MUST ACCEPT THOSE WHO TAKE 

‘SHELTER AT SRI VALLABHAS FEET 6 


WE ARE WEARILY AWAITING YOUR DIVINE SIGHT 1 


a 
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INTRODUCTION 


This 28th Shiksha Patra explains the way to approach 
the Lord as you develop humility. In the previous letter 
it was described how the divine reward can be attained 
through surrendering to Sri Acharyajis lotus feet even 
by those who have no relevant practice or service. This 
letter reveals the nature of this reward, which arises 
when surrender leads to humility. Here we examine 
that humility. 


Verse 1 
O, when will that Sri Krishna, Son of Nanda, bless us 
with His Grace-filled glance? Our mind and senses have 
become weary with waiting and waiting, [1] 


Tika 

Sri Harirayji has clarified here that in the Path of Grace 
it is Sri Krishna the Son of Nandarayji and not the Son 
of Vasudevji who is served. In the chapter in the Srimad 
Bhagavatam where the festival of Sri Krishnas birth 
celebrated in Nandarayjis house is described, Sri 
Sukdevji has stated “Sri Nandarayji experienced great 
bliss when a most pleasing son was born from his very 
soul, and he began the ceremonies appropriate to that 
event”. Hearing this statement we recognise this Sri 
Krishna to be the manifestation of Divine Love, the 
Supreme Person full of Grace, and ask,”O, when might 
Ibe known to be one of His close devotees and receive 
the Blessing of His Glance towards me? Our mind and 
Senses have become frozen by this waiting and waiting. 
_, Sti Gusainji has written in his "Vignapti” treatise, 

oO, Lord, whatever else I am, I am exclusively the 
maidservant Your Lotus Feet, so please, somehow or 
other, just grant me the sight of Your lotus like Face. [1] 


—e rl i _ elmlmmmLLULUm™~— 


2 Stila Pay 


Verse2 


Ok, Lord, Ocean of compassion and our gree, 
Treasure, my heart anxiously wonders why you egies 
Your close devotees? [2] 


Tika 


Oh, Sri Krishna, what are You really like? You are a 
treasure house of Mercy and Compassion, indeed the 
Lord of all living entities and all the entire universe, ¢5 
why do You neglect Your own true devotees, those for 
whom You are absolutely everything? This concer 
plagues my heart. 

Sri Gusainji writes in his “Vignapti" treatise— 

“O, my Lord, master of all living beings and Lotus 
Eyed One! 

You must do as You deem fit, 1am Yours and this 
is my request” 

Oh, Lotus -eyed Lord, there is nothing I should 
request of You, itis through Your Grace that I live, and 
this separation that I am feeling is only appropriate. 
What may I ask of You?, for You are, indeed, all 
knowing. [2] 

Verse 3 
O, Lord, if you were simply immersed in Your own bliss 
then maybe You could forget us, but such forgetfulness 
would not be appropriate for You, the compassionate 
Lord who has appeared for the sake of the devotees. (3) 


Tika 
Oh, My dear Lord Sri Krishna! Although You remain 
immersed in Your own bliss day and night and forge! 
the worldly realms,even so, You have manifested for 
the sake of Your devotees and You are most me! 


_ 


OO 


413 
Shiksha Patra 
es who 
will never really forget Your devotees w 
ace on this mundane plane. In fact,You will bless 
a 


pting them as Your own. 
inji has written in his “Vignapti” treatise, 

Ocean of compassion, please just bless us souls who 
eee Ribaactented by You even though we are living 
on this mundane plane and thus not worthy of consi- 

tion.” ? 
ono) Lord, Ocean of Grace, we are all souls tainted 
through this worldly existence to forget You, but, even 
so, please still accept us and make us worthy. [3] 


them by acce] 
Sri Gusai 


Verse 4 
We are Your humble devotees who have taken refuge in 
You alone, with absolutely no other means, Leaving 
You, our husband, whom else should we entreat? [4] 
Tika 

O, our Lord, how should we ask Your Favour? We are 
humble, and know You alone as our beloved husband. 
We know none other besides You and we have no other 
means than constantly remaining in Your shelter and 
depending entirely on You alone. We have no practice 
‘or means on which to base supplication to You,so we 
resort to and rely on You only. 

Sri Acaryaji has written in his “Vivekdhairyasraya” 
(Wisdom. Perseverance and Refuge] treatise;” Whether 
you are powerless or capable, make Sri Hari your only 

"Thinking over this statement we realise that we 


have no other means to attain You and so just surrender 
to You. [4] 


Sh 
a4 Nksha Paty 


Verse 5 


O, My Lord, Iam very distressed in separation froy, 
You. And sol bescech You, please let me serve You, see 
You and touch You, and hear the sound of Your flute, 
[5] 
Tika 

Dear Sri Krishna, You are my one and only Lord. I am 
‘ow suffering deep pain in separation from You, I am 
ways attending to worldly affairs and neglect my 

ce to You, Lord and this is why this fire of worldly 
‘association is burning me. Sri Gusainji has written in 
his “Vignapti” treatise “Lam Yours but I am still alive 
even though I cannot see You, like the unfortunate 
situation of anewly widowed lady” So, please grant us 
Your sight and allow us to touch Youllet us serve You 
wherein we will see You and touch Your feet]Please play 
Your flute and, entering our hearts through the flutes 
sweet sounds, make us think of You! This may make 
us happy. We have become crazed in the fiery pain of 
separation from You, so, just seeing You may not 
suffice. If we see, touch and hear You, then only might 
the pain exit from our hearts. Please make us happy in 
this way. [5] 


Verse 6, 
If, O, Sri Krishna, You abandon us who are fully 


surrendered to Sri Acharyaji, then You willbe breaking 
Your promise. [6] 


Tika 
You will be breaking Your word if You lookat our faults 


and abandon us who are surrendered to 5A 
Vallabhacharyaji. Please be merciful, because You said 


a sill 


—— 
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ill always accept as Your own those devotees 
be re een has Tunited with You through the 
whonv sf the “Brahma Sambandha”, initiation for all 
ee inpurities will be cleansed. It is stated in Sri 
Acharyajis “Sanyasanirnaya” (Conclusions on Renun- 
ciation] treatise;” Through the Brahma Sambandha 
initiation the embodied soul certainly has all its 
impurities removed. There are 5 main impurities” 
Hearing this and further statements, we implore 
You, for if You look at our faults and abandon us Your 
word will be broken. Therefore, for the sake of keeping 
Your promise, know us to be in the shelter of Sri 
Acharyaji and shower Your Grace upon us. [6] 


Verse 7 
We are replete with impurity, and far removed from 
our proper righteous Path. You, however,are the abode 
of all divine qualities and virtue; therefore please do 
not focus on our faulty nature. [7] 


Tika 

Weare totally corrupted! We have been so since we were 
born, and are not aligned to the Path of Grace. We have 
never even once served in the way prescribed by our 
Path and so are turned away form our own true duty 
and spiritual way. 
O, Lord, You on the other hand are full of fine 
qualities, and so will not admire our disposition, Have 
Mercy!! Though we lack merit, You will bless us because 
Youare the abode of love. Sri Gusainji has written is his 
“Vignapti” treatise, “Our faults may be very strong, still 
poles eee aeas Your loving Grace. Grace is Your 

nal use You are the Lord of all, and faults 
and foolishness are our ied ». Sc 


ij ‘ 
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Jease bless us; our faulty nature can stan, 
before You, Lord. (7] 488 not, 


Verse 8 
O, Lord of Grace, if an embodied soul has be, a 


by You because they have surrendered to You th, ote, 
nurture them, do not consider their faults, (g) te 
Tika 

Lord, You are compassionate, so nurture us wit, 
thought of our good or bad qualities because we x 
Yours; this relationship has been forged through 
Acharyaji.Within this selection we should be 
You in every way, but instead we indulge in offensive 
behaviour and accrue more and more impurities, Now 
we beseech You, please don’t look at our faults, bu 
simply be merciful. 

Sri Gusainji has written in his “Vignapti” treatise 
"O, my Lord, embodied souls can be eligible tobe 
accepted by You and made worthy, therefore pleas 
don’t consider their good or bad qualities but simply 
bless them O, Ocean of Grace.”[8] 


Verse 9 
O, my Lord Sri Krishna, Remover of all sorrow, I shoal 
not want to trouble You. If You begin to consider™! 
faults it would be too much botheration. Therefore. 
aes ee Gopls please just forget all of my bad 


Tika 
O, Lord, You never leave any matter undone, a 
not wish to cause You to make any effort on ™ er 
if You 


You can effect anything in a single second 


e 
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I do 
able of anything, Istt 
even though YOO purden of looking at my 


, wish You to have th 


HS kes. They are too numerous! Therefore O Lord of 
ets, 


y because it indicates 
You by this name “ 
i f .e Gopis who had no other 
eee poet ae enronised shelter in 

alone, and beg, You to bless me in the same way], 
0 y 
forget all my faults. os wei 
bers Gaim wrote in his “Vignaptt treatise—"O, 
Lord of Vraja who grants the Supreme Reward to those 
who take exclusive shelter in You alone, it is not 
appropriate for You to count my faults. For you are the 


infinite Lord of everything and my faults are 
comparably so insignificant! So please bless me! [9] 


Verse 10 
Tam meek, steeped only in worldly traits[without 
meritland dependent. Knowing me,your devotee, to be 
thus, You should be compassionate to me. [10] 


Tika 


O)Lord,I am meek and troubled because [ am immersed, 
inworldly dillusion and dependent, but even sol know 
Tam Yours Please therefore have compassion upon me. 
ee wrote in his “Vignapti treatise”O, Beauteous 
cred Boal not leave me at the mercy of time and 
a ofmy past deeds because [am Yours, for You 

accepted me as Your own. O, Beautiful Krishna, 


ig meto be under the influence of this age and 


my past deeds ' i 
Diess me. [10] but still belonging to You, please just 


“ 
at 


418 Shiksha Paty 


Verse 11/ 12 


Thave no means to reach You, have no weaitj 
and am thus rendered humble. I am tro 
surrendered to our Sri Acharyaji. Even so gyi, , 

infatuation and fear make me crazy. [11] Benign 
nature of mine I still warrant Your Grace, and therefore 
most Generous one, Ocean of compassion!, be mercif 
and thus make our devotion imperishable, [12] 


h as sy 
bled but 


Tika 
Ihave no valid means to please You. My only worth. 
while wealth of love for You is depleted and therefore | 
am pathetic and troubled. I have surrendered to Sy 
Acharyaji but am nevertheless afflicted by grief, greed, 
infatuation, fear and other worldly faults.This makes 
me unstable. [11] 

{Sri Harirayji explains here]- 

Although this is my nature I am still a vessel for 
Your Grace. You are most generous, a veritable Ocean 
of Mercy., so please uplift me! When You fill me with 
such blessings my devotion may become permanent. 
Please bless me, full of faults and sad as I am. [12] 


Verse 13 
For us who are being consumed by the fierce forest fire 
of the material world and who are thus craving for 
clouds full of water, there is no happiness other than 
Your granting us the endless showers of water from 
Yourself, the Dark Cloud. [13] 


Tika 
Now I will give an example taken from the world. 
When a forest fire is burning up all creatures living there 
, the one and only solution would be cool water from# 


— 
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in the ocean and in rivers etc but 


re is water y water that can help is that from 


doud. The fire the onl; 


fora forest nay 

dud. ing burnt up by this fire 
of worldly #3 ifish mind set. For Vaishnava devotees 

ore cs of Grace there can be no solution or relief 
of this Par Your granting us the highest Grace and 
Other nano with the gift of the endless water from 
shows Billed Form, blue like a cloud full of rain, Sri 
Govardhannathji, Upholder of the Giriraj mountain. [13] 


Verse 14 
Those whom I had included into my household for the 
purpose of Your service are now the ones who are intent 
upon destroying that intention of devotion. What 
should I do now? [14] 
Tika 

Thad brought many individuals into Your service in 
this house after asking You to accept them. It was very 
difficult for me to properly handle Your seva within 
my householder life and so I initiated and taught the 
ways of service to those within my household for this 
purpose, thinking they would serve You beautifully and 
then I would be content. However, they now behave in 
such a way that the mood of serving You within the 


a has been damaged. What should I do now? 


7 Verse 15 

ae are turned away from You, O Lord, and Your 
see! contact with them is making me also turn 

away. I mistakenly thought they would help me to serve 
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You and sol cannot bring myself to part company fy 
them. [15] - 
Tika 


Embodied souls who have turned their backs on the 
Lord make others do the same. I was under the wron, 
impression that they would help me to serve You ang 
«0 Laccepted them, butnow they are doing the opp 

‘are not engaging in Your service,but I still do not 
have the heart to get rid of them. [15] 


Verse 16 


In the same way that highway robbers loot travellers 
after deluding them with offers of help, I am being 
attacked by those who are living in my homel! (16) 
Tika 

I mistakenly gathered people to me for help in serving 
You butnow they are looting me! O, Lord, Thugsattack 
travellers but these are Vaishnavas living in my own 
home who are attacking me!! [16] 


Verse 17 
A person fallen into a disused well would suffer deep 
distress from the croaking of frogs. In the same way! 
am suffering great misery hearing the ugly speech of 
those living in this house. [17] 


Tika 
A worldly comparison would be to a person fallen into 
‘a dark and disused well;-to them the croaking of fog 
therein would be a source of fear. In the same way I 
feeling great fear arising from the ugly speech of those 
living in my house. Hearing their copious banter 6 
bringing distress to my mind [17] 


— 
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Verse 15 
many more days are You going to ignore me? I 
Ema ear tWab soley You cooid me? tee toe 
tne merciful One, abandoned me? (18] 


Tika 
Therefore, O, Lord! I am so sad. Are You avoiding me 
or, knowing me to beso full of impurity, have You given 
up on me? ; 

This much I know, that You are merciful and so 
will never leave me completely. Sri Gusainji has written 
in his “Vignapti” treatise—”My heart is impure because 
it is not dedicated to You alone. My speech is tainted 
by talking rubbish. My body is impure because it is not 
properly employed in Your service. My actions are all 
mundane. My intelligence is impure because I worship 
You but not with an innocence of mind. O, Lord, please 
pay no more attention to my endless faults, and just 
shower Your grace upon me please.” [18] 


Verse 19 
If you abandon me where is there left for me to go? I 
have no refuge in this world. I am humble and I am 
Yours but You have sat me down in aboat in the middle 
of a flowing river. Please don't let me drown. [19] 


Tika 

he Supreme Lord. You can do,not do 
as You wish, for You are all powerful. 
me unworthy of taking shelter in You 
and abandon me then where can I go? For I have no 
other refuge but You and I know nothing apart from 

t surrender. If You leave me, my condition will be 
‘unspeakable. If | am on a boat in the middle of a river 


O, Lord, You are t 
or do otherwise 
If You consider 


i 
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and then come out of the boat what will become of 2 
‘The boat needs a helmsman to steer it to the os 
and that is the only way it can be guided. In the aay 
way lamin the Boat of the Path of Grace. So now please 
do with me as You think fit [19] 


Verse 20 
Why did You grant me birth within Sri Vallabha- 
charyajis lineage? But You did, and so now please bless 
me, knowing me to be replete with impurity, [20] 


Tika 
Ok, You are going to abandon me, what else can I do 
about that? But then why did You give me birth within 
Sri Acharyajis lineage? Did You not know this from the 
start? And now You are renouncing me since I am 
steeped in impurity. O, please just bless me. [20] 


Verse 21 

lam in the company of deceitful people. I try to avoid 
them so that they do not corrupt me but still feel 
perturbed. When a traveller in a forest loses his sense 
of direction he can become fearful like a deer fears @ 
lion. I fear bad association in this same way. [21] 


Tika 
O, my Lord! | am surrounded in all directions by bad 
association and this makes me very sad. Intelligence can 
be corrupted by justa tiny bit of bad company but! am 
surrounded by it and and losing my intelligence: 
With Good association all aspects of ones righteo™ 
path are satisfied, but I am far from this condition ! 
stand alone in the middle of all these bad influences, ®? 
You can just imagine my condition. | am likea travell* 
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i iddle of a forest who is mighty fearful 

cure an as lions roaring which seems to come 

all directions. I do not know to which direction I 
auld turn and don’t know what to do. [21] 


Verse 22 
f aay “ nae 
en a youn: bird gets its wings it leaves its mother, 
baat gana without it. In the same way I now do 
not have those devotees who were with me. [22] 


Tika 
I will tell you of my plight-when a young bird develops 
its wings it leaves its mother and flies around all over 
the place in the forest. In the same way those devoted 
souls with whom J was sharing the recounting of the 
Lords pastimes have all left me alone in these cruel 
times: so what should I do? [22] 


Verse 23 
Ihave fallen into this ocean of anxiety and am drown- 
ing in it. So I take refuge in Sri Vallabhacharyaji who is 
a vast forest fire able to dry up that ocean. [23] 


Tika 


Without the company of devoted souls my heart is full 
o pueecribeble anxiety. 1 will give you an example 
we ee one who is drowning in very deep water the 
ee lution is an immense fire which can dry up the 
Rea pee moment hem drowning in the ocean 
Srnec: ny ly te asta 
can dry up this ocean of anxi ae . 
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Verse 24 


Ohl, Sri Krishna, Oh, Son of Nanda, Oh, beloved Tone 
Yashodaji! Oh, essence of the Gopis’ hearts, Pleas, 
extend your hand and save me, [24] 


Tika 


In the above verses Sri Harirayji has been humbly 
imploring the Lord, and now that humility has become 
a fire of separation in the heart. Having lost his bod: 
consciousness through this deep mood of separation he 
now calls out” Oh, Sri Krishna” [this 1st name indicates 
the highest devotional reward and expresses the love 
for Him of the “Srutirupa”Gopis [who are the incarnate 
forms of the Vedic texts who wish to experience the 
subject of their verses} i 

“OhSon of Nanda”;- [this 2" name expresses the 
Jove for Him of the Kumarika gopis, the virgins who 
lived inSri Nandarayjis house] who say;-Sri Nandarayji 
has brought You up as his Son and he has also looked 
after us in the same way. Now You please look after us 
in that way! ae 

“Oh, Beloved Son of Sri Yashodaji” [this 3” name 
indicates Sri Yamunajis loving relationship to Him) 

“Oh, Essence of the Gopis‘hearts!” [this 4” name 
indicates the love of Sri Svaminiji} 

Sri Harirayji thus expresses his deep dense of 
Separation from his Lord as described in these four 
names, and cries “I am drowning in this ocean of 
Separation. Please extend Your hand to me, pull me out 
and thus save me! [24] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 28 


LETTER : 29 - [7Verses] 


ROTECTION OF THE JEWEL OF 


R THE P! 
be: INTELLIGENCE” 


Translators introduction- 


This 29" letter is a short letter focusing on Buddhi- 
intelligence-and how to maintain and protect it in this 
Age of Struggle. The core teachings herein are pivotal 
and essential for Vaishnava devotees. 
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INDEX 

AGE OF STRUGGLE CAN DESTROY INTELLIGENCE 
ALL PRACTICE MUST PLEASE SRI KRISHNAS LOTUS | FRET : 
BEAUTIFUL INTELLIGENCE IS FOUND IN THOSE 

SOULS SURRENDERED TO SRI KRISHNA. 

IN THOUGHT WORD AND DEED ; 
CORRUPTED INTELLIGENCE LEADS TO 

CONTRARY BEHAVIOUR ; 
8 SYLLABLE PRAYER ONLY EFFECTIVE WHEN, 

REPEATED WITH LOVE 
GAYATRI MANTRAS TRUE PURPORT 
GOOD ASSOCIATION PROTECTS INTELLIGENCE 2 
GUARD YOUR INTELLIGENCE LIKE A PRECIOUS JEWEL r] 
INTELLIGENCE GENERATES LOVE FOR THE LORD 6 
OFFERING EVERYTHING TO THE LORD BEFORE USE 7 
ONE-POINTED INTELLIGENCE PLACESSRI 


KRISHNA IN THE HEART 4s 
ONLY EVER EATING PRASAD FOODSTUFIS 

OFFERED TO YOUR OWN DEITY 7 
PURIFIED INTELLIGENCE MAKES ALL PRACTICES 

AND PATHS SUCCESSFUL 4 
RENOUNCE ALL OTHER FORMS OF ACTIVITY 

AND COMPANY Ls 
SENSE ACTIVITIES DESTROY INTELLIGENCE 
SRI VALLABHAS COMPASSIONATE NATURE 

TEACHES VAISHNAVAS THIS WAY 3 
TOTAL SURRENDER TO SRI ACARYAJ! PROTECTS 

YOUR INTELLIGENCE Z 


—— 
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INTRODUCTION 


‘The 29th letter teaches us how, in this Age of Struggle 
which can easily pollute our minds, to keep our 
intelligence focused through the practice of good 
association, remembrance of and surrender to Sri 
Krishna, Ifyou do not do this you will be wasting your 
efforts, This is why Sri Acharyaji makes the suppli- 
cation”’may this be pleasing to the Lotus Feet of Sri 
Krishna who is the force of inspiration behind the 
intellect”, explaining this to be the true purport of the 
Gayatri prayer. 

It describes how the Lord Himself will keep our 
minds under control when we remember and surrender 
to Him. Previously we read how we can develop the 
feeling of separation from the Lord through humility 
and that this leads to pure love for the Lord. But, how 
to sustain this pure intelligence is discussed here. 


Versel 
The Age has now arrived which can destroy everyone’s 


intelligence, So keep yours hidden like you would hide 
a precious jewel! (1] 


Tika 

{In this present Age of Struggle everyones’ intelligence 
has beendestroyed. There Tyee many ee 
paths and so one may think” my path didnt work out, 
Jet me choose another”. So in this way ones intelligence 
's compromised. Even the mind capable of grasping the 
mu Fighteous path can be carried away by this Age 
it rendered incapable of understanding its true 

entity. With this tainted intelligence one begins to 

have contrarily. Therefore Be Carefull! This Age has 


——_s 
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carry off your intelligence. If you have th, 
ind of a ace keep it well guarded like a ee sl 
jewel. Don't reveal it to anyone. If a precious jewel 
not properly guarded the thief will come who wil} tak 
it away; make efforts to protect it and it will stay She 
with you. [1] 


Verse 2 


Protect your intelligence through the practice of good 
association, remembrance and surrender. If you do not 
thus protect it all your other efforts will be useless, 2) 


Tika 

Here Sri Harirayji teaches us how to protect our 
intelligence. Always stay in the association of Vaishnavas 
on the Path of Grace, bring your mind to a state of 
meditation and focus on Sri Krishnas Form whilst totally 
surrendering to Him. Repeat the 8 syllable prayer whilst 
surrendering your heart to Sri Krishna. Without such 
feeling mere repetition isan empty act. Just as throwing 
oblations[for the fire sacrifice] into mere ashes is 
fruitless, mere practice without heartfelt sentiment is 
quite useless. [2] 


Verse 3 

Therefore the compassionate Sri Acharyaji has taught 
his followers to behave in such a way as to be pleasing 
to the Lotus Feet of Sri Krishna, [3] 


The 
If you should question the origin of this instruction 0 
make efforts to protect the jewel of your int 
know that Sri Acharyaji himself states “May this 


ae 
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teasing to Sti Krishna 
intelligence’ ; $83 
Caer comes beautiful by being pleasing 
; Rs Feet. Therefore know that this kind 
esech intelligence is found exclusively in those 
Aas totally surrendered to Him in thought ,;word 
wl 


and deed. [3] 


429 


who is the stimulating force 


Verses 4/5 
} , to always please Sri Krishnas Lotus Feet, 
TE ee of the Gayatri mantra, In the Srimad 
Bhagavad Gita Sri Krishna blissfully told Arjun{4] 
“| grant this joining of the intelligence to Myself thru 
which one attains Me“When the intelligence is one- 
pointedly fixed then, without a doubt, Sri Hari will 
always remain situated in your heart. [4/5] 
Tika 
The Gayatri mantra is given to the children of Brahmins. 
Its 3rd line is about this inspiration of the intelligence— 
and its benefit is that the Lord grants this beautiful 
purified intelligence. The Gayatri grants the knowledge 
to be worthy of performing Vedic Karma|scriptural and 
religious ritual]. In the same way when Sri Krishna the 
inspirer of the intelligence showers His Grace then a 
Vaishnavas intelligence becomes pure and this is a great 
kindness of the Lord. When your intelligence is purified 
you can contemplate the Lord. Sri Krishna tells Arjun 
this ees ead Bhagavad Gita. [4] 
‘ec 2nd chapter thereof describes 
genceand how, intai 1 
eee 
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about this linking of your 
e when the intelligence 


are 
intelligence 
any activity 15] 


Verse 6 
It has been described in the Srimad Bhagavat Gitaji 
that when the intelligence is destroyed everything else 
is ruined. Since intelligence is the foundation of all 
loving sentiment for the Divine, it should be suitably 
well protected. [6] 

Tika 
It has been described in the Srimad Bhagavat Gita how 
your spiritual consciousness is destroyed when your 
intelligence is ruined. The Lord says to Arjuna “When 
an embodied soul engages in sensual activity and 
becomes fully involved in such activity and the bad 
association that goes with it, then desire for the objects 
of the senses arises. When this desire is not fulfilled then 
anger arises. From anger comes infatuation, from 
infatuation comes forgetfulness of ones true identity, 
from this ignorance is born and ignorance leads you to 
adopt worldly ways and the deceit which sustains your 
involvement in them. This is how forgetfulness of your 
‘rue identity leads to the destruction of your intelligenc® 
and your spiritual awareness. 


is avetne! on OF 
ogc nul Py “gd should 
qe met tower ies 13 howl® 
ro lov e ones 
ec ass 
va seating P' asaad(the 
itl yordjand bY 
protect yur 5 d the y 
ra et with other, good oP - 
se eae of Sri hnas P sand 8 
is praises 7) 
Ti 
yhen yo ligence 8 protected 
Ise 1S rfected, the 


wyour mind 

to waver by Using an’ not first 
wayseat only the remainsof foo 

hina. Serve Him 

ed devotees: 


ol 
offerings 
ny. Listen toand 


every day and ai 
Give up all other ty 
recount the stories © 
HisName. Then will your intelligence 


the Lord will enter your heart. [71 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 29 


LETTER : 30 - [14 Verses] 
“THOUGHTS ON SIX PRACTICES” 


Translators introduction- 


This 30" letter emphasises the importance of remem- 
bering Sri Krishna and His Name, also of satsanga [good 
association] Correct attitude whilst chanting the 8 
syllable prayer is explained along with the 6 matters 
crucial to the Path of Grace. 


INDEX 
ALL ACTION SHOULD BE DEDICATED TO SRI KRISHNA 2 
BEST PLACE, TIME. WEALTH, DOER AND ACTIVITY 6 
S SYLLABLE MANTRA IS THE MOST POWERFUL PRAYER 5 


REMEMBER SRI KRISHNA ALWAYS 
RENOUNCE MENTAL ATTACHMENT TO 
NEGATIVE WORLDLY SITUATIONS 
SATSANGA PERFECTS THESE6 MATTERS = —7/8/9/10, i 
‘SIX MATTERS CENTRAL TO PUSTI MARGS TEACHINGS i 
TRUE SATSANG DEFINED 


6 
4 
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INTRODUCTION 
In this 30th letter we will read that, for the attainment 
of the reward of actions, locationis one of the 6 methods 
of achievement. 

It is the same for the achievement of perfection in 
the Path of Grace-but all of the methods are achieved 
thru satsang-the company of accomplished devotees. 

In the previous letter we read how to protect our 
intelligence, but this is very difficult in this very 
corrupted present Age of Kali. So, here again is descri- 
bed how to preserve a beautiful intelligence. 


Verses U2 
Always remember Sri Krishna and forget the material 
world, Pondering upon the material world makes you 

t Sri Krishna. [1]The embodied soul should strive 
to undo the mind's attachments to the mundane realm 
and then, whilst performing ALL actions for Sri 
Krishna's sake alone, the worldly home and all other 
attachments are forgotten. [2] 
Tika 

You should always remember Sri Krishna, In the 8th 
canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Sukdevji has taught 
“In this Kali Yuga anyone who remembers the Lord’s 
name or helps anyone else to remember it is surely the 
most fortunate amongst men”. In this Age anyone who 
remembers Sri Krishna’s Name is so lucky . Whilst living 
on this material plane you should forget mundane 
provements, For, whilst your mind constantly revolves 
all ¢ 


of the world, relations, family, home and 
Sorts of things, it will not rest at Sri Krishnas 
forget this narrow view of the world! Know 


ane WN ibaly Mt, 
" 


Uhat all of the nnunelane foaliny ts SH Reining? 
anal pomenrbor Hint atone fy allan it for Ho 4, \ hiv 
will also destroy (Ut (1] MN iM any 
Try to always cherish love for Si Krishna \ 
heart, Por the sake of finding your true feelin, 
for Sri Krishnas Lotus Feet you should give yi 
based “I Me and Mine” attitude that 
domestic situation. Make an effort to Put al} ; 
intelligence into loving Him and hold on to that Mee 
Ifanything presents an obstacle on this Path then 3 4 
it up!! Do everything for Sri Krishna and lift ire 
up out of the misfocused domestic attachment, {2} 


Won 
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dominates 0 


Verse 3 
Strive to renounce all mental attachments to those 
of your life which present hindrances. Affiliate you se 
to the “Perfect Oneness” [this world and everything iy 
it is in reality His Form alone] and direct all your 
emotions to Him alone[when desire, anger, fear, 
infatuation oneness and friendship are exclusively 
directed to Him this leads to perfect mental focus}. 
Regard everything in this world as part of the Lila 
creation[Sri Haris pastimes]—then one is able to rise 
above the obstruction of the worldly home etc. [3] 


Tika 

If the place where you are trying to make service to the 
Lord and your relatives [spouse, children etc] whoa 
around you are presenting obstacles to your servicethe 
renounce them mentally and, knowing Sri pnt 
be all-pervading and one without a second, ais 
everywhere and absorb all your desires into Him ‘a 
Worldly minded souls put all their desiresinto Ne 
and family and spend all their time involved 


aynate re 


s involved exclusively in serving 

/ ick beet He will need « warmer 
Pde nd thin particular food offering, a festival is 
FIC ny He'll need such and such an item” etc 
placa Ay dire we the ordinary things around you as 
aust to His pastimes; and anything that is used in 
His service is of His essence and form. If you see the 
world as His playground then everything in it will 
become related to Him and His pastimes. Anything that 
really cannot be used in His service know to be mundane 


and demonic. [3] 
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Verses 4/5/6 

‘The true place for satsang is where Sri Krishna resides, 
true time is when it is favourable for satsang to take 
place[4]The facilitator should be devoid of the pride of 
doership. The suitable mantra consists of His names, 
attributes and pastimes[5]The true action is service to 
Sri Krishna who is the accumulation of all spiritual 
practices. True satsanga, therefore, is the basic prac- 
tice to bring about the pure perfection of place, time, 
wealth, facilitator, mantra and action[6] 


Tika 
Wherever Sri Krishna resides, know that to be the 
supreme place. When you meet a true devotee and 
havesatsanga with them, know that to be the most 
auspicious time. In the Ist canto of the Srimad 
aoe Sri praunaka states “Neither heaven nor 
a equal a single second spent in th 
pee mbodind eens votee of what use are See 
like kings etc]? From. 
“es that the joys of heaven and liberation ha; a 
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to compare withthe bliss of satsang. So, kno 
spent iP atsanga to be the best. al the time 
Give up the pride that you have for all the 
that you have attained like your home ete. think) 
it is your everything and that you made jt. pide 
attitude of “1, me and mine” and of doership ("1 the 
this happen™ } are huge obstacles. give an 
egotistical possessiveness and just simply ae 
recitation of this most powerful and supreme pra 
“Sri Krishna saranam mama” {Sri Krishna ismy: refog 
Know Sri Krishna to be replete with amazing qualities, 
and the performer of many varied pastimes. Knowing 
His praise to be the highest, know this 8 syllable Prayer 
to be supreme. ACU ERe 
In the Sth Canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
Shukracharyaji said "If there is any shortialtor rebel 
in ones mantra, yogic method, place of residence, time 
frame or wealth it is redeemed and fulfilled by the 
recitation of Sri Krishnas names” 
From this know that Sri Krishnas name is the 
n of all mantras. Sri Gusainji has written “0, 
Sri Hari [Krishna the remover of all sorrows]- this is 
the way the Vedas explain the meaning of Your name. 
May L always chant Your name thus, and, O my Loni, 
Jet me be focused on this Name and none other, Si 
Krishnas name is the very essence of the Vedas and the 
Srutis and can be chanted only with His Grace, not 
otherwise. Therefore there is only one mantra and thit 
is Sri Krishnas name” [5] : 
The finest most elevated work is to serve St 
Krishna. Wherever His service is being done, 
else has already been accomplished. In the 8th canoe! 
the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Brahmaji states “Just ® 


_— 
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watering a tree at its roots waters every part of the 
tree and all the leaves become green, in this very way 
all worlds are satisfied through service to Sri Krishna” 
{watering the leaves of a tree is a waste of effort for the 
water does not reach the roots; Leaving Sri Krishna to 
worship another brings no good result] This tells us that, 
of all activity, the service of Sri Krishna is the most 
important and it is the product of all spiritual efforts 
it together. 
a ittnos keep these 6 things in your heart then the 
7th Sri Krishna, will certainly always reside there and 
never leave. 

1) Know the best place to be where Sri Krishna, Sri 
Svaminiji, the 7 main Svarupas|deitieslof Pusti Marga 
and Sri Vallabhacharyajis lineage are present. 

2] Know that the best time is when Vaishnavas 

gather together in devotional association, 

3] Know that the best wealth is that which is used 
to serve the Lord. 

4] Know the best attitude is to be renounced of all 
pride of doership. 

5) Know Sri Krishnas name to be supreme. His 
pastimes are supreme and participating in them is the 
highest quality. 

6] Know that the ultimate activity is to serve Sri 


These 6 matters are supreme-and when all of them 
have been attained then you will gain the association of 
accomplished devotees on the Path of grace. This is the 
‘one Ete eiout ® second. When Satsanga occurs 

to be the zenith and fulfillment of all spiritual 
on spiritual 
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Verse 7 


otees live in places close to Sri Krishna, The 


Good dev t them for satsang is the best time,[7} 


time you mee! 


Tika 
Pure devotees on the Path of Grace live in places which 
are close to Sri Krishna so that they can then both see 
and serve Him Worldly time has no power there 
Therefore know that where Sri Govardhannathaji [Sp 
Krishna the Uplifter of the Sri Giriraji mountain], the? 
main deities and the temple homes of Sri Vallabha- 
charyajis lineage are found you will also find all 
devotees and then all your spiritual needs will be met; 
this is why it has been noted above that this place and 
this time are the best. [7] 

Verse 8 
The association of accomplished devotees gives fine 


intelligence and then everything fulfills its perfect 
purpose and the doer loses all sense of pride. [8] 


Tika 
When the Lord and the devotees reside closely together 
then one gainsa refined and beautiful intelligence; know 
that, in such a situation all things will be perfect in 


When you have perfected your refuge in the Lord 
then pride cannot arise through ignorance. 50, 
perfection by taking shelter of such pure devotees |8] 


Verse? 
When mantra reaches perfection knowledge of St 
Krishna’s Name and Form arises. Your activity becom 
perfect when you know Sri Krishna's service t0' 
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ultimate pursuit. In this way,in these last 3 verses, the 
way to perfect place, time, wealth, doership, prayer 
[mantra] and action within the Path of devotion has 
been described, [9] 


Tika 


When you gain knowledge of Sri Krishnas Name and 
Form then you will recognize that Sri Krishnas service 
is the ultimate pursuit and the highest reward. It can 
only be known through Sri Krishnas Grace. Therefore 
inthe “Siddhantmuktavali* [Pearl Necklace Teachings] 
Sri Vallabhacharyaji has written” Always perform Sri 
Krishnas pleasing service. The highest form of service 
is when it spontaneously fills the mind and heart” 

Always perform His service with total reverence 
knowing it to be the ultimate reward. Then only will 
Sri Krishna be pleased and grant you the pure bliss of 
experiencing His Form. Then, service within your heart- 
mind will be fulfilled. So, serve Him, knowing this to 
be the supreme pursuit and perfect activity. [9] 


Verse10 
When you find such 4 saintly being who is immersed in 
service then the 6 matters described above are perfected. 
Therefore, know that in this Path of Grace good asso- 
ciation is the way to all achievements. [10] 
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Jewels] treatise Sri Mahaprabhuji has taught” ay, 

remember your surrender to the Lord in the. obs 

bf pure devotees”. Therefore, seek their company, ‘Fa 
Verse 11 


oe. Asso i sneer to the Path of Grace, 
Therefore the wise should make at 
lish it, (11) Sree aro aia 
Tika 

It has been stated above that good,loving association 
with an accomplished devotee will perfect everythin, 
and that nothing is achieved without that association 
So, always make efforts to get this association, From it 
a Vaishnava gets purified intelligence. In the 11th canto 
of the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Krishna Himself states” 
Fasting, sacrifices, reading the Vedas, pilgrimage, 
discipline and observances—none of these encapture 
me like the association with saintly beings which 
dissolves all other kinds of [worldly] association.” 

You can try in many ways but you will not beable 
to grasp the Lord like saintly company can. Therefore 
in the Path of Grace one should establish such good 
association. [11] 

Verse 12 

Sri Acharyaji has taught in his “Bhakti Vardhini"[How 
to increase devotionJtreatise—"One should live in @ 
place sacred to Sri Hari and be focussed on having 
association with other devotees who have become Sr 
Hari’s dear ones. One should maintain 4 balance 
between living near other devotees and 
reasonable distance so that the mind will ever 


experience any negativity.” [12] 


— 
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Tika 


1 jw that you should live in a 
sare ae ia eee Lord etter with great 
Cowal “live in such a way that your consciousness 
asta If you get too close your mind can begin to 
ae Ends 60 keep a little distance. Then, by living with 
Oe wotees in this way, you can continuously have 
rea sigh and serve Him with no disappointment. 
(12) 

Verse 13 
in your consciousness be favorably disposed 
Teas Gane the Lord when there are impurities in 
the intellect? is 
This is when you must consider living in the proximity 
of accomplished devotees, [13] 


Tika 

Of whatuse is your service to the Lord if there are many 
kinds of impurities that arise in your consciousness?Sri 
Acaryaji has taught in his “Siddhantmuktavali” [Pearl 
Necklace teachings}” This state of being [i.e. your service 
Spontaneously and constantly fills your heart and mind] 
arises when your consciousness is woven into Sri 
Krishna. And to achieve this state devotees employ their 
ies together their wealth in Sri Krishnas beloved 
Service.” Just like a river eternally flows in one constant 
stream so should Vaishnavas’ consciousness flow un- 
dividedly towards serving the Lord. Then your heart 
and mind will be filled with this service mood. If 
impurities enter your mind whilst you are serving the 
with your body and wealth then how will the 
reward of heartfelt mental absorption into the service 


“A arene 


rise? Therefore ponder Sri Acharyajis 
teachings on this subject{13] Rectarlike 


Verse 14 


Please contemplate and keep in your heart ally 
which [have spoken. Keep the company of a of 
devotees in order to attain your spiritual goals, ty 


Tika 


Sit alone and ponder these teachings. If ap; 
considerations do not arise in your heart 
contemplate together with an accomplished devotee 
Acharyaji has taught in his “Bhakti Vardhini (How tp 
Increase Devotion|treatise;” When there isa 

of hindrance, avoid living by yourself, although there 
isno doubt that Sri Hari will protect the devotee in every 
way” 

Again and again you should think over Sx 
Vallabhacharyaji Sri Mahaprabhujis teachings in your 
heart. If anyone asks “by doing this maybe i will have 
to experience many fluctuations of joy and grief, then 
what should i do?” Here Sri Mahaprabhuji has taught 
that Sri Hari will always protect His devotees so you 
need not worry about this. Sit alone and just use your 
best and purified intellect to constantly consider in your 
heart of hearts. When you are directly serving the Lord 
and having the sight of His Divine Form, absorb yours 
totally in that mood and at other times, sitting aloneor 
together with other great devotees, meditate on Hi 
Divine Pastimes in the mood of separation. Ii + 
Vaishnava lives like this, their whole life will 
perfected. (14) 
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LETTER : 31 - [25 Verses] 
“THOUGHTS ON ACCEPTANCE” 


Translators introduction- 


This letter presents a detailed and precise ananysis of 
acceptance into the Path of Grace. It re-emphasises that 
adevotee should have no anxiety, but instead constantly 
pine for the Lord in the mood of separation with no 
expectation of reward. 


INDEX 


ACCEPTANCE OF A SOUL IN 2 WAYS 
DiRECT/THRU LINEAGE 


ACCEPTING SRI KRISHNAS PLANS 4 
BK 
ALWAYS FOLLOW SRI VALLABHAS TEACHINGS ® 
ANXIETY ISTO BE RENOUNCED 7 
AVOID STRICTLY COMPANY OF NON-DEVOTEES 20/21/3 
CHOICE OF A SOUL INTO THE PATH OF GRACE 


LIES WITH THE LORDS GRACE ALONE 1p 
S SYLLABLE PRAYER IS SATSANGA IF 

DEVOTEES ARE ABSENT ro) 
(GRACE IS THE MEANS AND THE REWARD 

ON THIS PATH B 


KEEP EXCLUSIVE COMPANY OF THOSE 

WHO INCREASE ONES LOVE FORTHE LORD 19/8) 
LAWFUL LIMITATION/GRACE 6/9/10 
MAIN REWARD OF THIS PATH OF GRACE 

ATTAINED THRU THISLONGINGFORTHELORD 
PINING FOR SRI KRISHNA 14/15/16) 
QUALITIES OF DEVOTEE OF THE PATHOFGRACE 3/34 
SERVICE TO THE LORD IS NOT A METHOD 

OR PRACTICE 
SERVITUDE ALSO HAS 2 CATEGORIES 
‘SHRITIRUPAS/RISHIRUPA DEVOTEES IN 
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oie STATE OBJ ONGING FORTHE LORD ATTANES 
THROUGH SERVICE TO SR! VALLABHAS LOTUS 


FEET, HIS TEACHINGS AND SATSANGA 7s 
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INTRODUCTION 


“ Jetter explains how Sri Krishna o! 
BS teecaiad by Him. This choice is of two kings ou 
and through lineage. Those devotees who were a, 
involved in Sri Krishnas pastimes were accepted q; 
by Him and present day devotees through Sx Acharya 
and his lineage. 

Amongst the devotees within His Past 
“Shrutirupa” Gopis were accepted directly and the 
“Rishirupa” Gopis through lineage, i.e. by Lord Rama 
who is “Maryada Purusottama”, the Supreme Person 
who maintains lawful limitations. 

There are also two other levels of acceptance, as 
personal close companion and as a servant, In the 
category of servant there are also two levels-la 
limited and purely graced. In the former the a: 
is the reward to those who have faith in Practices to 
attain the Lord and the latter the reward is granted 
simply by the Lords Grace. 

Even within the category of Grace there are two 
divisions-Grace with lawful limitation and Purely grace 
filled Grace! 

We are accepted by Sri Acharyajis Grace into the 
Grace filled Path which abides by plenty of rules and 
limitations;- thus it is his instructions which are our 
laws which are purely for our benefit. 

Our Lord Sri Krishna is the Supreme Person, the 
embodiment of Pure Grace. He cares for all His devotes 

in this world and the next and so we have absolutdy 
No cause for worry. separ 

In this Path the way is to feel pangs of 
from the Lord, to then serve Him inthis esentl 


al 


io 
soaks Patra “ 


ing His praises and recount His pastimes. 
oe aoe and the reward of the service both. 

| The reward of service without this experience of 
feeling separation from Him is a lesser reward. Pangs 
of separation should always be experienced, but, how 
will this arise? When we reside in places dear to the 
Lord and keep constant company with His accomp- 
lished devotees, join with them to serve Him and then 
in isolation contemplate upon Him in the deepest 
recesses of the heart with never a thought of performing 

certain practices to attain Him. We should know that 
His service within this Path is the Teward, we have no 
other practice but to serve Him, This will all be clarified 

; in the verses of this Letter. 

Verse 1 


This Path of Grace is the divine reward arising from 
total humility and surrender and there isno place herein 
for the force of any particul, 


stated in the revealed teachi it 


— —— 
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Therefore know that in this Path the Lords choice is the 
sine qua non; He will not be attained through ois 
efforts[1] 


Verse 2 


Thus the Lords choice is the foundation of this Path, 
and the chosen soul functions within it according to 
that choice. [2] 


Tika 

It is thus the principle of the Path of Grace that the 
foundation and indeed the reward of the Path is the 
Lords choice and this cannot be forced through 
practices. The soul who is thus chosen will function 
within the Path according to that choice and this does 
not depend on the souls practices or means. The Lords 
choice is of two kinds-the next verse explains—[2] 


Verse 3 

His choice, acceptance of souls, is either direct or 
through lineage. Those devotees who are directly 
involved in the Lords personal pastimes are accepted 
directly and for all the rest the choice is through lineage. 
{3} 


Tika 
{here the commentary is the same as the verse] 


Verse 4/5 

When souls are selected through Sri Acharyaji this is 
known to be through lineage, not through the 
directly. Even among the devotees closely a 

with the Lord within His pastimes there are two typ 


[4] 
- 
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‘The Shrutirupa Gopis Ithe lines of the Vedas who wished 
to experience their subject] were accepted directly by 
the Lord Himself and the Agnikumarika [Rishirupa] 
Gopis [sages who fell in love with the Lords incarnation 
as Sri RamachandraJby Sri Rama[the Supreme Person 
with Lawful Limitation], and thus through lineage. [5] 


Tika 
The choice of souls through the agency of Sri Acharyaji 
is known to be not direct, but through lineage. There 
are even two types of acceptance within the Gopis, Sri 
Krishnas own associates in His pastimes; direct and 
through lineage[4] 

Thus, in His full manifestation Sri Krishna directly 
Himself chose the Shrutirupa Gopis, and the 16,000 
Agnikumarika Gopis, i.e. the Rishirupa Gopis, came to 
the Lord through Sri Ramchandra,Who is the Supreme 
Person but Who allows Himself limitations of Law, and 
therefore their choice is called ‘through lineage’[5] 

[Note to this verse—"the account of the direct 
acceptance of the Shrutirupas is told in the Brihad- 
vamanpurana, and the account of the acceptance of the 
Rishirupas is told in the Sri Ramayana] 


Verse 6 
There is yet another categorisation of acceptance-with 
the status of servant or that of close companion. When 
Sri Krishna is manifested and directly present then the 
acceptance can be as His close companion but when He 
isnot then it is as His servant [6] 


Tika 
Apart from Acceptance as either direct or through 
lineage there are two more types—one is as His close 


‘ —_— 
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companion and one as His servant. When the Lord js 
manifest then there can be a close relationship with Hin, 
and when He is not then the role as His servant is 
appropriate. [6] 
Verse7 
Within acceptance in the role of His servant there are 
also two types,one lawfullmaryadaland one grace. 
filled [pusti]. An embodied souls true nature is to serce 
Him, not to be independent. [7] 
Tika 
In this category of acceptance through servitude there 
are two types, one lawful and one grace-filled. The 
essential nature of an embodied soul is to serve the Lord, 
not to be totally independent. Through this divine mood 
of service to Him a relationship with Him develops and 
so this attitude of servitude is known to be superior. [7] 
Versess/9/10 
Sri Krishna arranges everything for a soul in accordance 
with how He accepts them. One who accepted as of 4 
lawful nature will have faith in means and practices. 
[S]The soul accepted as of a graced nature will always 
look towards Grace and that viewpoint will accom- 
plish everything for them. 
Sri Acharyaji Mahaprabhuji has guided us to accep” 
tance through Grace combined with Law. This Grace 
combined with law is the manner in which He brings ™ 
all souls. His teachings and nectarean speech bring 
pees lawful path which is greatly beneficial to #8 
10) 


se 
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Tika 


Krishna grants rewards to the souls according to way 
Sonat they are accepted. In his “Pustimaryada- 
pravahabheda” [The Paths of Grace, Lawful limitations 
and Mundane flow] treatise, Sri Acharyaji has written” 
The Lord creates the Path of Mundane flow with his 
mere wish, the Path of Lawful Limitation with His 

and the Path of Grace from His very Form”. Thus 
we should understand that for the souls on the Path of 
Mundane flow created from His whim the reward is 
involvement in this material world; for those on the Path 
of Lawful Limitations created from His speech who 
follow the Vedas and perform righteous works the 
reward is liberation and entrance to Satyaloka[heaven], 
whilst for the souls on the Path of Grace created from 
His own Form who delight in serving Him the reward 
istoenjoy the experience of His Blissful Form. The soul 
accepted into the lawful Path will have faith in practice; 
they will think that they will get a specific reward fora 
Specific practice. [8] 

The soul accepted into the Grace-filled Path will 
only be interested in the Lords Grace. They will perform 
all activities and the Lords service without regarding 
them as means to achieve a reward but with true 
humility knowing that it is with the Lords good Grace 
alone that they are even able to make such Service, and 
all they desire is the continuance of such Grace. 

_. Ouracceptance into the Grace filled path combined 
with lawful conventions is through Sri Acharyaji whose 
very form is grace [9] 
paren Seoeuan stotra” [The Best Recitation] 

arama g assigned Sri Acharyaji the followin; 
title" Angikrtau Samaryadaha” [Who accepts souls inte 


—— Kell 
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the Path of Grace by lawful means]. Sri Ach, 
souls into the Path of Grace by his own rule: sy 
therefore, we must know Sri Acharyajis teachings to be 
the established convention which 


N are most benefici 
for us. [9/10] ficial 


aryaii brings 


Verse 11 
Our Lord is the Embodiment of Grace, Sri Hari, th, 
Remover of all anxiety, and He dissipates each and 
every type of anxiety be it to do with this world or the 
next. Therefore a Pusti margi Vaishnav, 


a should culti- 
vate a chcracter free of any kind of worry. [11] 


Tika 
Our Lords Form is pure Grace and therefore devotees 
of this Path should have total confidence that the Lord 
Himself will remove all anxie' 


ty whether of worldly or 
scriptural nature. Thus they should aspire to cultivate 


an anxiety- free consciousness because anxiety is an 
obstruction to experiencing the Lord. [11] 


Verse 12 

Towards this purpose Sri Acharyaji writes in his 
“Navaratna” [The Nine Jewels] treatise that Sri Krishna 
will act according to His own and His devotees’ wish. 
He is the friend of the humble, the Lord of Gokul, andis 
always favourable to His devotees. [12] 


Tika 
As described above you should be free of anxiety and 
know everything to be according to the Lords wil. In 
his “Navaratna” [The Nine Jewels] treatise Sri Acarya 
has taught “Sri Krishna is the all pervading spirit withia 
everything and everyone and acts according to Hisow™ 


lll 
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seh.” Sri Kri is the soul of all beings, the Lord 
oe euaaes the inner workings of everyones’ 
Sern h His own wish and without supplication 
pate dale the perfect situation. He is the Friend of 
t ie humble, the Lord of Gokul and will never ignore 
His own souls. Here the question might arise” The Lord 
is independent and can do, not do or do otherwise. So, 
if His wish is seemingly contrary should we engage in 
prayerful supplication or not? The next verse deals with 
the answer [12] 


Verse 13 

Even if Sri Haris wish is seemingly contrary to the 
devotee, know that He sees all the devotees suffering 
and is always full of Grace and compassion; thus even 
the contrary wish is favourable to the devotees well- 
being. [13] 

Tika 

It is only through ignorance that we see the Lords will 
as contrary to our well being-We learn this from the 
story about the divine Sage Naradji who decided he 
wanted to get married. The Lord told him not to and 
Naradji began to lament. Consequently the Lord graced 
him and lead him to understand, thus removing his 
sorrow. Exactly in this way if a soul develops worldly 
desires the Lord does not let them be fulfilled. Then the 
ignorant soul feels sorrow and claims the Lord to be 
©pposed to their happiness. Still they tolerate that grief. 
An example of this is Prahladji whose father Hiranya- 
kashyapa gave him all sorts of trouble. Even then 
Prahladji regarded this to be the Lords Will. Thereafter 
the Lord slayed the demon removed the source of 
Prahladjis In this ve ‘ the 
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rd give us problems in order to test Us ang 
A that suffering. The Lord is in everyone, 
and sees everything; hence His heart Melts wh, Soy 
sees His devotees sadness. Inthis Way the Lord fy He 
the desires in His devotees mind and keeps his pa 
happy. [13] ran, 


Verse 14 
Knowing this you should pine for Him and not pra t 
Him. For the Lord will certainly shower G; ate 


FACE on g, 
give joy to those who thus crave for Him alone. lg) 


Tika 
The only duty pertaining to those on the Path of Grace 
is to pine for the Lord, with the feelings that” | am 
incapable af serving the Lord Properly and am wast) 
my human birth” You should never ask Him for any 
worldly or scriptural reward. The Lord is full Of Grace 
and when He sees that His devotee is suffering, will 


thing and always full of Bliss within their hearts, directly 
in front of them.” From this statement it is clear that He 
showers His Grace when He sees His devotee troubled 
by afflictions and struggling. He is the Lord Who 
consists of pure Bliss and lives within the heart of al 
created beings. When He manifests therefrom Hegre 
joy to His devotee. This is why so much importance 

Biven to such pining for the Lord in this Path of Gra 
The next verse will clarify this pining. [14] 


b 
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Verses 15 and 16 
as told by the Lord 


Entrance f0 cohen service to Him, the singing 


tion fro’ 

rctices lead to 
into the Lord and 
Jate to the main es! 
(161 

Tika 

A Vaishnava should serve the Lord whilst longing for 
Him, and should use their voice to praise Him. Whilst 
serving Him directly they should sing of union with 
Him and in the periods in between such service they 
should sing of their separation from Him. With their 
ears they should hear the Sri Subodhiniji-{Sri Acaryajis 
Sanskrit commentary on the Srimad Bhagavatam] and 
other related teachings and focus their mind constantly 
on recalling His pastimes. When a Vaishnava devotee 
thus practices and lives according to the principles of 
the Path of Grace they will surely be graced with its 
reward, 

Here a question may arise, that the Vedic scriptures 
enumerate many practices and their many rewards, but 
ea here is that one should never expect any 

ar ym any particular tice, 
andaistana trie? Pst practice, so, how to 
The answer here given is that 
thin given is that one should never 
ae Grace tobe a set of actions I that 
willlead to theattainme ras of service etc 
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a of mukti or liberation; in fact such liberation ,, 
the fruit of performing various practices. Such practi 
will never result in relationship with the ee 


Reward of the Path of Grace. [16] 
Verses17/18 
Cultivation and attainment of this heartfelt mood of 
separation from the Lord can be achieved through serp- 
ing Sri ‘Acharyaji who is the embodiment of the fire of 
separation, through his Grace and through contemplat- 
ing his teachings and writings [17] 
It can come about through maintaining an awareness 
and looking more deeply into ones surrender to Sri 
Krishna and always keeping devotional association, 
It will not arise even through an infinite number of other 
practices(18] 
Tika 

You may attain this mood of divne separation which is 
the foundation of the Path of Grace by humbly and 
lovingly serving the lotus feet of Sri Acharyaji who is 
the embodiment of thie fire of separation. When you 
constantly ponder upon the inner meanings of his 
nectarean teachings as in the Sri Subodhiniji and the 
Nibandha as well as his other works both large and 
small you will receive his Grace in the form of such 
longing[17] 

‘You should be conscious of your dedication te the 
Lord every hour of every day, and make a point of 
regularly meeting with accomplished devotees of 
Path of Grace to discuss it. Then you may e™! 
such pangs of separation. To this intent and 


Sri Acharyaji has taught in his “Navaratna” [The Ni 
Jewels] treatise; ” Always n pee 
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recall and ponder upon your dedication to the Lord”. 
This is how to feel such longing for Him. It doesn’t 
matter how many millions of other types of practices 
you perform, your separation will not reach perfection. 

Without such divine longing how can you ever 
hope to receive the reward? [18] 


Verse 19 
It is also a definitive principle that you should seek the 
company of accomplished devotees. When their teach- 
ings shower down upon you your faith and devotional 
sentiment will grow. You should keep their company 
to the exclusion of all others, [19] 


Tika 

Your divine sentiments will develop when they bless 
you with the instructions from Sri Acharyajis writings 
like the Sri Subodhiniji, Nibandha and his other long 
and short treatises. Keep the company of such souls and 
never let your mind stray off into worldly and scriptural 
concerns. Through the study of such texts your divine 
longing for the Lord will reach perfection {19} 


Verse 20 


If such great devotees are very impossible to find then 
it is preferable to act deaf and mute because the Lords 
Slories cannot be sung by a sinful person [20] 


Tika 


The kind of devotee described in the previous verse is 
xtremely hard to find in this day and age. Therefore in 
the al association there is nothing 

than to remain silent and deaf. For it is not 
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speak of them. The nectarean teachings of 
LEE cannot be spoken by a sinful fool, so peste! 
point in listening to what they say at all. Do not + no 
with cruel hearted beings; do not listen to their wo, 
Great devotees never listen to the words of the wi 
who have turned away from the Lord or of those on an 
opposite path even if they speak of His pasti The 

+t verse will tell you how this would bea obstruction 
Ito devotional sentiment. [20] 


Verse 21 
For example, if a person of sinful and barbaric nature 
sings the Gayatri Mantra, hearing it can bring no 
spiritual reward, for the words thus recited carry no 
experience of the divine within them but only the mere 
syllables recited by that sinner. 21) 


Tika 
Hearing the Gayatri from the mouth of a barbaricbeing 
brings no spiritual reward, in fact it can be obstructive 
‘on the Path. This is because that demonic soul has no 
spiritual culture and thus the syllables of the prayer lose 
their spiritual and divine purport and remain just 
physical spoken syllables. In the same way it may be 
said that hearing the accounts of the pastimes of the 
Lord from a non-devotee also brings no good result and 
even contrary results. In the same way even though the 
water of the Ganga is beautifully pure, if one drinksot 
bathes in it from the vessel belonging to a person of 
very impure nature and habits, then one would have to 
bathe and purify oneself thereafter. In this way there 
are differences to be understood in an individuals abit) 


to absorb/retain divine matters[21] 


— 
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Verse 22 

be very careful to avoid listening to the Lords 
La pheleiihen by a non-devotee which would 
not be fruitious and may even generate impurity. [22] 

Tika 

Listening to the Lords pastimes and religious principles 
when spoken by a being opposed to the Lord or from 
another path brings no reward, in fact one may even 
have to perform atonement for this. So, a devotee on 
the Path of Grace should remain at all times vigilant 
and only listen to the Lords stories from a devotee who 
follows the principles of the Path and who is thus 
worthy of such speech. This will bring entrance to the 
path of devotion. The Path of Grace is very difficult to 
attain. The next verse will describe the qualities of an 
accomplished devotee. [22] 


Verses 23/24 
A devotee who has no expectations, takes shelter in the 
lotus feet of Sri Acharyaji and knows the essence of 
the Srimad Bhagavatam is very rare on this earth. [23] 
Therefore surrender is your only duty. Sri Gusaiji has 
written in his “Vignapti” treatise—My father Sri 
Vallabhacharyaji has taught that Sri Krishna is my only 
shelter and therefore I am freed from all anxiety” 
Adopting the attitude of these words accomplishes 
everything. [24] 

Tika 

What are the qualities of an accomplished devotee on 
the Path of Grace? They have no expectations and their 
heart is fully content. They want nothing from the world 
‘Nor from scriptural practice nor do they desire any of 
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he 4 es of liberation. They recognize that 

ae Sat of Sri Krishna alone ran do ay ney are 
any other godhead or even any other of the Lords 
incarnations. In their heart they have full faith and trust 
in the lotus feet of Sri Acharyaji and know the essential 
teachings of his in the Sri Subodhiniji and Nibandha,y 
you ever meet such a devotee you must seek their 
association. In this Age of Struggle it is most difficult to 
find such a devotee. If you cannot find one, you should 
not seek other association. [23] 

If you cannot find such a devotee then you should 
continually recite your prayer of dedication, the 8 
syllables “Sri Krishna Saranam Mama” whilst 
contemplating its meaning and your dedication. This 
will accomplish everything,but will reach perfection 
when coupled with surrender to the teachings of 
Acharyaji regarding such dedication. Sri Gusainji has 
written in his “Vignapti" treatise,” Because my father Sri 
Acharyaji has revealed this prayer of dedication we now 
have no ardety regarding this world or the next” You 
should ponder upon such words whilst surrendering 
to Sri Acharyaji and introspectively chanting this 8 
aa prayer. Thereby you will achieve everything, 


Verse 25 
Devotees who surrender in this way are soon blessed 
by Sri Govardhannathji [Sri Krishna the Uphallt 


of the Giriraj Mountain) who will reveal Hi 
them [25] 


Tika 


Shiksha Patra i 


Grac. He sees those souls surrendered to Him and feels 
them to be His own and so reveals His Form to them. 
‘Then and then alone does everything reach perfection. 
‘This Path is not attainable through specific practices but 
only through Grace.In the same way that the forest 
dwelling tribal women, the Pulindis, were graced by 
the Lord because of their proximity to the Giriraj 
Mountain, Sri Krishna, the Beloved of Sri Radhikaju, 
will grace you due to your relationship to Sri Acharyaji. 
‘Then that is the ultimate perfection. [25] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 31 


ets 


LETTER : 32 ~ (10 Verses} 


“THE CHARACTER OF THE HEART INTO 
WHICH THE LORD WILLINGLY ENTERS 


Translators introduction- 


This 92° letter deals very specifically with ignorance 

Bed We seme and Windom and is ateinenant i cfiers 
patlect menu perlection A a decvihews heart 

The 22 negatives and the 22 pernitives are revealed 
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INDEX 
M WORLDLY, VEDIC AND 


CE FRO! 
PHYSICAL DESIRE ATTRACT THE LORD 


INTO THE HEART 6 
JAMIL AS EXAMPLE OF POWER OF HIS NAME 
ING A VAISHNAVA APPEARANCE IN 

ORDER TO SURVIVE REPELS THE LORD 

FROM THE HEART 2 
pusT OF SRI ACARYAJIS LOTUS FEET IS THE 

ULTIMATE WEALTH ‘ 
coris AS THE GURUS OF THE PATH OF GRACE 7 
HUMILITY,DETACHMENT ABSORPTION IN 

RI KRISHNAS PASTIMES, REFUGE IN SRI 

|ACARYAJI AND LACK OF MATERIAL DESIRE 

(ATTRACT THE LORD TO THE HEART 6 
INDULGENCE IN WORLDLY PLEASURE REPEL 

THE LORD FROM THE HEART 2 
LACK OF DECEIPT,PRETENCE AND FIXATION 

ON BODILY ISSUES ATTRACT THE LORD 

TO THE HEART 6 
LONGING FOR SRI KRISHNA AND LOVING HIM 

EXCLUSIVELY 9 
USING BODY, MIND AND WEALTH FOR 

SRI KRISHNA ATTRACTS HIM TO THE HEART 0 
LUST, ANGER, ATTACHMENT TO WORLD, 

AND GREED REPEL THE LORD FROM THE HEART 
MEANINGLESS CHATTER REPELS THE LORD 

FROM THE HEART 
NEVER GO TO TEMPLE OR EAT PRASAAD FROM ; 

ANY OTHER DEITY 
OFFERING EVERYTHING a 


——— — 
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ONE-POINTED DEVOTION AND SERVICE TO 
DEVOTEES ATTRACTS THE LORD TO THE HEART 
OPPOSITION TO SRI ACARYAJI REPELS THE 
LORD FROM THE HEART 
PATH OF KNOWLEDGE AND PATH OF ACTION 
DO NOT LEAD TO THE EXPERIENCE OF 
THE LORD IN THE HEART 
SELLING ONES RELIGION REPELS THE LORD 
FROM THE HEART 
SINGING HIS GLORIES AND HIS NAMES ATTRACTS 
THE LORD TO THE HEART 
USING BODY, MIND AND WEALTH FOR 
SRI KRISHNA ATTRACTS HIM TO THE HEART 
VEDIC CEREMONIES DISTRACT FROM 
THE PATH OF DEVOTION 
VIOLENCE, UNKINDNESS, DISCONTENT, 
GRIEF, FEAR AND PRIDE, CRUELTY 
NEGATIVITY, DISHONESTY, OPPOSITION TO 
DEVOTEES REPEL THE LORD FROM THE 
HEART 
WITNESS ATTITUDE 


wa 
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ra 
INTRODUCTION 
pe "J e 
32” letter we read how our Lord will ne 
inthis wt of impurities like greedy, fin 


a heart that is ; 
desire, but will immediately enter a heart fu 
‘ty. Inthe previous ae we learnt how the of 
is the only way for any undertakin, 
verfeted because then, all the five main pS 
‘areannhialated, knowledge isestablished gx} 

the Lord takes UP residence in the heart. Ignorance wilj 
be described in 5 verses and knowledge in another 

- i Jetter has 10 verses. The 5 forms of ignorance 
are told first because itis only when they leave that good 
knowledge can enter the heart. When Sri Krishna was 
fully manifested upon this earth He removed the 
ignorance of all the devotees and their hearts became 
full of unadulterated knowledge. This has been 
deseribed in Sri Acharyajis Sri Subodhini treatise. 
According to this Sri Harirayji now explains;- 

Verse 

[—Sri Hari never will enter the heart of one who—} 
is filled with desires and anger, very attached to the 
mundane world, overtaken by greed and obsessed with 
‘accumulating more wealth. [1] 


Tika 


ree sess 
Sri Acharyaji has described 
raji has 


reside in the hearts of those embodied souls whe 
fll ofusty selfish desire”. There are other stem 
to this effect. 


— 
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The heart may be free of lust,but full of anger. This 

is like a sinful being of dirty habits and how can 

sreexpect the Lord to enter the heart where anger, with 
its foul form, resides? It is a huge obstacle. 

The Lord also does not enter the heart of one who 
is overly attached to their mundane world, worldy 
relations and family members and to the constant 
striving to feed and fend for them. 

Greed is the next obstacle. In the Persuit of wealth 
one deceives and thieves, considering wealth to be 
everything, and spends the whole time counting money 
and then Gases the object of the greed of world: ly 
relations and friends. When one is so dependent on 
wealth one will even make a display of ones Vaishnava 
dharma[behaving like and wearing the garb of a 
religious devotee]in order to get money, for the sake of 
which one tells lots of tales. So then the mind gets fixed 
upon it. The Lord will never enter such a heart. oy) 


Verse 2 
The Lord also never enters the heart of one who lacks 
compassion and affection, who is never content, is be- 
wildered by grief, overcome with fear and absorbed in 
worldly pleasures. 


Tika 
The Lord will never reside in the heart of one who has 
No compassion and injures other beings, who gets 
Pleasure from the pain of others and has no pity. Nor 
of one who has no affection even for accomplished 
devotees, and whose dried out heart is thus incapable 
of tasting the joy of hearing of the Lords pastimes. Such 
4 one is never content, and spends their whole time 
lamenting their business deals and thus doubting their 


ee 
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Lord cannot reside in such an unsatis, 
heart. Nor can He take His place in the heart of one 
who is constantly bemoaning their lot and who jg 
ally troubled by their relations and thei 

household situation and wondering how they will seb 

_ These beings are full of such grief from birth to old 
age, trembling with fear of the government, the age they 
live in,thieves, relatives and their social circle and this 
fear overtakes their hearts.Thus he will never reside 
there. They are always intent on finding ways to fulfil 
their worldly desires and if they do not complete their 
cravings they scheme, “If Lact as a Vaishnava devotee 
then I will be given nice goodies to eat and fine clothes 
to wear”. They desire to have extra -marital affairs with 
women and moan if they don’t get to do this. The Lord 
cannot live in the heart of one who is thus fully involved 
in the contemplation of worldly desires. [2] 


situation. The 


Verse 3 
The Lord will never reside in the heart of one who is 
egotistical, cruel, who takes sides with the wicked, 
follows the path of knowledge and thinks Him tobe on 
the same level as all other gods and goddesses. [3] 


Tika 

An egotistical person thinks themself to be above all 
others, very wise and a great devotee who performs s0 
much service and remembrance of the Lord as well as 
many pious acts of worship. They think that they alone 
sustain their whole family and that everyone bows to 
their command. The Lord will never enter their heat 
Nor will He enter into the heart of one who is 

always thinks negatively of others, looks for oppor 
nities to cause suffering and whose outlook and 5} 
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are crooked. He also will not reside in the heart of one 
who steals, is corrupted and ruins others thereby and 
who favours those who behave thus. 

A person on the path of knowledge does not 
nourish the devotional mood of a servant to his master 
and has no clue about the Lords Form which is full of 
all Divine Qualities, thinking Him to be formless. The 
Lord will not enter their heart. 

Nor will He approach the heart of one who 
considers Him to be on a par with Brahma, Mahadev, 
Ganesh, Indra and other gods and who takes equal 
shelter in all of them whilst wishing for a reward from 
each and every one of them. This constitutes 
“anyasraya” -taking devotional refuge in any other than 
Sri Krishna [3] 

Verse 4 
The Lord will not reside in the heart of one who indulges 
openly in the mundane world but opposes devotees and 


finds fault in Sri Krishnas pastimes whilst being 
stubbornly attached to the path of action. [4] 


Tika 
The Lord will never reside in the heart of one who 


pure bliss and faultless, and so the Lord boycotts the 

of one who misunderstands His pastimes as being 
lusty dealings with married women, He will also never 
reside in the heart of one who is inextricably attached 
to the path of action and reward and who neglects the 


—— 
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Lords service in favour of seeking reward from ro 
for ancestors and daily ritual prayers thinking Pe 
be superior. These beings have no love or Tespect j 
the Path of Love for the Lord, and so He does Mot ent 
their heart. [4] 


Verse 5 
Sri Krishna will not reside in the heart of 


one 
opposes Sri Acharyaji and decorates themselves Ress 
false doctrines. [5] 


Tika 


In the Path of Grace Sri Vallabhacharyaji is very 
important, and so the Lord will not reside in the heart 
of one who opposes him, who makes a Mockery of the 
beautiful stories of the Lords pastimes whilst i 
untruths and enjoying nonsensical worldly chatter. 

Thus we have looked at the above 22 forms of 
ignorance and know that the Lord will not enter the 
heart of one who is replete with such ignorance, nor 
will such souls ever experience the Lords Prescence 
within their hearts. Therefore a Vaishnava devotee 
stringently avoids such faults, 

Now we will consider the qualities through which 
the Lord will come into our hearts. [5] 


Verse 6 
The Lord will immediately enter the heart of one who 
is humble, pure, detached from worldly complications, 
absorbed in the contemplation Of Sri Krishnas pastir 
who has firm faith in Sri Acharyaji and is totally free 
from mundane desire, [6] 
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Tika ‘ 5 
i _ecideintheheartofone whos DATE 
Ss thas able to tolerate es Era oni = 
as sPoahinil that the one 
Ui 


cra thi 
ight in his So So Go, be humble. 


hear «will also stay ina heart of one who is free from 

worldly complications, mind-space is given to 

Him alone and not to activities and relationships oP 
hysical lane. : 

eon fart in which He will reside will also be 


constantly and 
oe like His childhood pastim , His 
of Hs Pag of taxes from the Gopisand His Great Circle 
Dance with them etc. Sri ‘Acharyaji has written in his 
” [Bound to Sri HariJtreatise;- “For 
consciousness is given to the contemplation 
of His virtues the Lord Sri Hari is the slayer of the demon 
Mura who is like the impurity which can taint that 
heart”. Impurities of the heart disappear when they hear 
the name of their enemy, Sri Hari, Thus He can reside 
A OE ere 
Vallabhacharyaji has established this 
Grace and one should always cherish a asians oe 
fim faith in his lotus feet. It has been written in the 
should tam Stotra” [The Best Recitation]; “A devotee 
Pr gotten Satay take shelter in the 
is dees Sa feet”. Those who thus know 
Sreatest wealth attain the perfection 


those whose: 


—_——————— 
——————“‘(i‘( t™”*; 
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of reward; the experience of the nectar of Sri Krishnag 
lips. The Lord will stay in the heart of one th, 
dedicated, as also in the heart of one who is exclusives 
attached to the Lord and never to the falsity of a ie 
based on mundane dealings or scriptural fear. He reigns 
Pathe heart which thus has no other attachments. ta 


Verse7 

The Lord will not delay in entering the heart of ong 
whose only desire is to attain the dust of the lotus fee 
of the Vraja devotees, the Gopis, who is always read 
to sing the Lords praises and who knows through heart. 
felt contemplation that Sri Krishnas name is the su 
preme devotional reward. [7] 

Tika 
Day and night the singular longing to attain the dust o 
the lotus feet of the Vraja Gopis should fill the min 
and heart. We find this statement in the “Bhramaragita 
chapter of the Srimad Bhagavatam{canto 10 chapter47} 
“May [become one of the shrubs, creepers or herbs tha 
grow in Vrindavan that may be touched by the dusto 
the lotus feet of the Gopis, who have renounced the 
worldly status and thus achieved the hardest kind ¢ 
renunciation,” | bow again and again to the dust of th 
feet of the Gopis whose loud singing of Sri Krishna 
praises purifies the three worlds”. 

I would like to be one of those plants{classified 
being of the mode of ignorance, passion or §' 
touched in Sri Vrindavan by the dust of the feet of th 
Gopis who have renounced that which most 
renounce, that is the path of family and soci presti 
and the path of scriptural law. The Gopis are the ve 
‘manifestations of the Vedic verses which seek to Ke 
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a. | bow over and over again to those Ladies 
Be UNS sing His praises with total submission to 
Him and thus purify all the three worlds. 
The Lord lives in the heart of one who cherishes 
entiments. 
Sail also stay in the heart of one who sings the 
glories of His pastimes. In the 12 ‘canto of the Srimad 
Bhagavatam Sri Shukadevji has stated “There is one 
t feature of the present Age of Struggle; that one 
can be liberated by the attainment of the Lord simply 
by singing His praises.” If one is incapable of such 
recitation one can attain the same experience just 
bycontemplating the significance and inner meaning of 
His Name. It is stated in the 6" canto of the Srimad 
Bhagavatam where the messengers of the Lord are 
instructing the messengers of the god of retribution;- 
“ifsomeone knowingly or even unknowingly takes the 
Name of the Supreme Lord with respect and longing 
then that Name will burn up their sins just like a fire 
consumes a log. Yama the god of retribution Speaks to 
his messengers” O, my sons, look at the greatness of 
the Lords Name. Even a sinner like Ajamil was saved 
from a demonic death and thus liberated by its 
pronounciation Furthermore it is stated in the 8 ‘canto 
“Ogreatking, anyone who remembers the Lords Name 
or makes others remember it has 4 very fortunate fate 
and is fully satisfied, Know that the Lord resides in the 
heart of one who thus experiences the Lords Name. [7] 


ee 
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mundane activity and attitude, and joins with 


devotees to sing the Lords glories. [8] oes 


Tika 


Sri Krishna resides in the heart of that unswery; 
devotee who loves only Him, serves only Him, 
remembers only Him, only listens to His pastimes and 
sings only His praises. That devotee is exclusive) 
dedicated to the Path of Grace with mind, speech and 
action. It is stated in the Haritasmriti scripture” The 
worthy follower of the Path of Devotion takes shelter 
of none other, undertakes no unrelated practices and 
does not partake of the offerings to other deities. Such a 
devotee does not bow to other deities,see them , accept 
their food offerings or visit their temples. The one in 
whose heart Sri Krishna resides will also have firm faith 
in the association of accomplished devotees on this Path 
of Grace and will meet and serve them. One such 
devotee has sung “My full trust is in the Gopis of Vraja 
and the Son of Nanda “In his “Bhakti Vardhini” [How 
to increase Devotionltreatise Sri Acharyaji has stated” 
you should stay in a place which is dedicated to the 
Lord and with the devotees there”. For the Lord does 
reside in such devotees‘hearts for they lovingly follow 
the path of devotion to Him, with adherence to the 
les of the Path of Grace and not to reciprocal 
ces, 
In his “Sri Navaratna”, [The Nine Jewels] treatise 
Sri Acharyaji has taught,” When you adhere to the Path 
of Grace you develop the attitude of a witness to all 
situations; you perform service to the Lord according 
to the Gurus instructions but if obstacles occur 
them to be the Lords wish.” In other words one 


follow the Gurus instructions closely when serving the 
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Lord but if anything prevents you from doing so know 
this to be the Lords wish and remain as a witness both 
in matters of service and in your worldly situation.One 
should remain unaffected, just as a lotus in water. 
Foster affection for the Lords Way, be unattached to 
the ways of the world, and offer everything up to Him, 
thisis the nature of the heart in which the Lord resides, 
Sri Acharyaji has stated in his “Siddhant Rahasya” [The 
Secret Doctrine] “treatise; “At the beginning of any 
undertaking offer every aspect of it to the Lord”. A true 
Vaishnava starts all activity by surrendering it all, 
including any attachment to the result thereof, to the 
Lord and sings of the Lords glories in constant 
remembrance of Him. The Lord resides in the heart of 
such devotees. [8] 


Verse 9 

The Lord Sri Hari will instantly enter the heart of the 
devotee who is filled with a deep longing for Him, craves 
only devotion and not impersonal liberation, whose 
heart is firmly fixed upon the Path of love and not 
attracted to other moods of worship, who feels rest- 
lessness when hearing of the Lords pastimes and is 
always eager to see Him [9] 


Tika 


by Sri Hari] treati *” When the Lord sees souls who 
suffer anguish for His sake he becomes full of 


ape and His bliss-filled Form manifests from 


the reward 


directly before them.” He lets them see and 
Him. Therefore this anguish is known to be 
of this Path of Grace, because He appears 
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wherever such longing exists.Such loving feelin, 
towards the Lord occurs when their is self dedicasi 8 
To give a worldly example it is the same as when 
woman gets married-she then develops feelings to 

her spouse, that he is now her husband. When, 
surrender to Sri Krishna through the auspices of Sti 
Acharyaji only then will you develop appropriate 
sentiments towards Him, and knowHim to beyourone 
and only Lord. You then feel the touch of Pure 

and it is only for the Lord of Grace, never in other Paths 
or in the realm of sensuality. 

The Lord willingly enters the heart of that devotee 
who exclusively desires the single reward of this Path 
of Grace, the experience of the nectar of His lips. Their 
intelligence is deep and solid, never attracted to other 
paths, bad company or worldly desires for they have 
unflinching faith in the Path of Grace, They are d 
immersed in the ever new pastimes of the Lord Sri 
Acharyaji has stated in his treatise “Siddhant Muktavali 
"{the Pearl Necklace of Instruction];” the highest form 
of service is when ones consciousness is threaded into 
Sri Krishna”. Their one pointed consciousness, heartand 
intelligence flow towards Him like a river, and they are 
always animated to experience His pastimes. The mind 
of sucha devotee is always restlessly seeking the chance 
to see His Form. In the 11” canto of the Srimad 
Bhagavatam the king Janak states” the human births 
difficult to attain and can be lost at any moment andit 
is a rare occasion to meet a true devotee of the Lord 
within that lifetime, Kumbhandasji has expressed ths 
kind of love for the Lord. One day he missed just 0" 
Period of Darsan{opportunity to enter and see the Lows 
Form there] at Sri Nathjis temple, and thus 
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many da: have passed since I saw my Lord” The 
Hated heaps a kind of heart which suffers such 


jonging for Him. [9] 
Verse 10 


Sri Krishna very soon enters the heart of that devotee 
who makes varied and interesting plans to please the 
Him through their service and who is not even slightly 
interested in worldly and scriptural matters. [10] 


Tika 

In order to please Sri Krishna the Gopis [devotees of 
Vraja] were always finding new ways of service. 
Knowing the Lord to be their be all and end all they 
served Him with body mind and wealth offering Him 
clothes, ornaments and food preparations. In the same 
way we are instructed by Sri Vallabhacharyajis lineage 
holder teachers of this Path of Grace to use everything 
in His service and so Vaishnava devotees on this Path 
surrender their body, mind and wealth to Him in 
various novel ways. If they do not have the financial 
means to make elaborate service in such ways then they 
should mentally facilitate such offerings. The Lord 
enters the heart of these devotees but not of those who 
keep their troubled minds involved in worldly and 
Scriptural performances with those to whom their 
relationship is essentially only superficial. 

A devotee should have the attitude of an observing 
witness in all worldly matters, The Lord will reside in 
the heart of one who is disinterested in mundane affairs. 

__ Sri ‘yj now states that the Lord will enter the 
heart of one who cherishes these twenty two know- 
qualities and will 


480 Shikshy Pay 


fold ignorance was eliminated and they attained 
pinnacle of wisdom. Vaishnava devotees shou}, a 
fore renounce these 22 faults and adopt the 
enumerated qualities then the Lord will enter into 2 
reside in their hearts. [10] and 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 32 


LETTER : 33 - [9 Verses] 
“NISSADHANTA,COMPLETE HUMILITY” 


Translators introduction- 


This 33 letter declares humility and surrender to the 
Lords will to be the secret of all success in a devotees 
life. It sings the virtues of satsanga, the company of 
accomplished devotees, and tells us what to do without 
it. The Pusti Marga is the Path of Grace and that is the 
highest principle here. 
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INTRODUCTION 

oT is explained that the cause of 
In this 33 Bestia wate something unfavourable 
Oaths ae only be mitigated by being humble before 
ae ise the Lord makes His wish propitious to 
Lie humble beings. Then nothing is out of reach to 
tat humble servant. Even in the world humble beings 
psa sympathy. Therefore cultivate humility, it is the 
only way: Self aggrandisement and pride are directly 
contrary to humility and so you should renounce them 
Where that is too difficult then surrender fully to Sri 
Acharyaji with full faith and study his teachings in the 
Nibandha, Sri Subodhini and 16 Texts whilst avoiding 
bad association. This letter explains how all of this will 
cleanse all impurities. In the previous letter we read of 
wisdom and ignorance. Sri Krishna Himself eradicated 
the ignorance of the Vraja devotees, the Gopis, and then 
filled them with wisdom; it was not within their own 
capabilities. The Lord granted them the power and then 
and only then were all the obstacles removed and the 
devotees came into His close proximity and experienced 
Him, as revealed in the 5 chapters of the Srimad 
Bhagavatam concerning the Great Circle Dance [Rasa 
Lila] Therefore in this Path of Grace the principle is that 
the reward is attained solely through His Grace. 


Verse 1 
The essential principle of the Path of Gi is i 
idl de race is that Sri 
Krishnas Wish is the fundamental cause of everything. 
Bei re, if the Lord is not favourable to the granting 
reward, it will remain concealed. [1] 


— 
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Tika 

In this Path of Grace as chartered by Sri Vallab 

it is the Lords Wish which is the foundatio, 

everything. Therefore, if He is unwilling to pace iS 

reward or wishes to extend the time taken in the 
y granting, such reward will remain concealed, In thie 


hacharya 


very way, if the Lord so wishes, the divine Teward wil} 
be granted whether the recipient be a Brahmin, ksatriya, 
vaisya or sudralof priestly, warrior, tradesman ie 
labourer class] or whether they be of parts of 
considered as very lowly such as meat eaters, leather. 
workers and sailors or even completely depraved, they 
can still find acceptance in this Path of Grace and receive 
the divine reward. If, on the other hand it is not the 
Lords Wish then one will remain devoid of the principles 
of the Path of Grace and not attain any such reward, 
The Lords Divine Sweet Will is therefore the guiding 
principle. This has been illustrated in the Paths literature 
asin the story of Alikhan and his daughter who, through 
the Lords Wish became disciples of SriGusanji with the 
association of Chacha Harivamsa. So, know the Lords 
Wish to be the most important element here, [1) 


Verse 2 
This concealment is removed when one becomes humble 
before Sri Hari, for He makes His Wish favourable to 
the humble, even if it were previously unfavourable, 


Tika. 
When [an embodied soul] becomes humble before St 
Hari then His Wish is no longer concealed; they enter 
into a relationship with the Lord and He accepts tN 
into His service, When humility is coupled wit) * 
attitude of being His servant then the Lords 


————— 
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just like that, for He feels” this 
ee mine and should not be 
Cate He is now on their side and thus everything 
7 PeNote is verse 2-there is a discrepancy in the word 
‘aavaran’ [concealment, veilJhere. In some texts the 
rd used was ‘varan’ which means ‘caste’ So the 
ee lication, using the 2” word, is that caste, not the 
Ben of His wish, is removed. This has relevance 
in view of the tika of verse one. Our mis-identification 
with caste is removed and we recognize that we are His 
humble servant, no other status exists. 


Verse 3 
If the Lords Wish is favourable then no reward is un- 
obtainable to His servants. He blesses the humble, as 
has been clearly seen in the world. [3] 


Tika 
There is absolutely no doubt that every and any reward 
can be attained with the Lords Wish. Humility is the 
sole causal stimulus for the Lords blessings; this is a 
truth well known even in the world where souls, 
however strong their enmity towards Him or however 
depraved their actions, who have then come to Him 
saying” Iam yours, please do with me whatever You 
will”, have been blessed and spared. 

In this very same manner, souls who have been in 
a state of forgetfulness of the Lord for a very long time 
through many births who then approach Him under 
the auspices of Sri Acharyaji, surrendering everything 
to Him and becoming humble servants, upon these He 
is pleased and showers His blessings, 
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Therefore cultivate such humility and one po} 
dedication to Sti Krishna. Inthe 11 canto ofthe 
Bhagavatam Pingala states” Only You are eine 

rotecting those souls who have fallen into the wel of 
worldliness, whose eyes are closed due to th of 
attachment to sensua' lity who have been swal} eir 
by the serpent of time.” Pururava states” A) 
we al eal immaculate Lord who cies 
the heart of a woman of immoral character?” 

Vyagji also states,” In this terrible Age of 
itis Stiod a doubt only the Lords dene 
lives are justified”. 

Similarly the Lord uplifts those like Pingala, 
Pururava, Draupadi and Gajendra who take shelter in 
Him in their hour of need, 

So, know that the Lords Grace comes through 
surrender and humility. (3) 


Verses 4/5 
Therefore humility is regarded as the highest method 
within this Path of Grace. Pride and arrogance are the 
constant enemies of humility. [4] They should be 
renounced by those who are aiming for the reward of 
this Path along with the corruption of the senses. (5) 


Tika 
The most elevated practice within the Path of Graces 
humility. The way to attain this is total surrender, One 
who attains humility gains the perfect Grace-filled 
reward, Sri Gusainji writes in his “Vignapti” treatise 
“However lam, Iam your servant; please know me? 
beyours and let me quickly see Your Face” Sri Acharya 
writes “humility is the way to satisfy the Lord”. $0, 
know it to be the finest practice, whilst pride a4 


a 
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only oppose the Grace-filled reward. For this 
reason Sri Acharyaji writes in his “Vivek- 
very ” (Wisdom, Perserverance and Refuge] 
dhairyasray@ 
tise; "Develop the mood of dependence on the Lord 
and let go of ego-based pride’ 

Ifyou consider yourself independent then you may 
become proud and lose the wish to serve. A good 
servant asks permission from their Lord before taking 
action. Pride destroys this mood of dependence on the 
Lord and so becomes an obstacle to your service, as does 
arrogance. [4] 

The pursuit of mundane pleasure ruins the 
devotional sentiment; the senses are unruly and should 
therefore should be employed in divine service for their 

urification. Sri Acharyaji teaches in his “Nirodha- 
laksan” [Bound by Sri Hari] treatise; “For the benefit of 
the corrupt senses which have become obsessed in the 
material world you should employ them in the service 
of the Omnipotent Sri Krishna whilst knowing that 
everything belongs to Him alone.” In this way you can 
become free from the control of the unruly senses which 
are attached to the world. They lose their corruption 
when they are attached to the Lord. [5] 

Note to verse 5- “the nature of the senses is to not 
drop their attachment to something even when forced 
to do so. The only way to control them is to redirect 
them from their worldly attadhment into attachment to 
the service of the Lord” 


Verse 6 

In the above verse it has been stated that if the senses 
could not be controlled by any means then you should 
take shelter in your Lord, and that with that act of 


ee 
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surrender alone He will remove the impurities 
senses. ie ; 
Those who take shelter in Sri Acharyaji Will have - 
their impurities incinerated in a single second just 
his contact, for he is known to be the Form Of Fire (6) 


°F saig 


Tika 

Keep your faith firm and one-pointed. Placing your faith 
anywhere else destroys the devotional reward. There 
isa famous example of this in the story of Damodardas 
Sambalvare in which his wife's faith wandered just a 
little bit but as a result she gave birth to an Ungodly 
soul. Sri Gusainji has written” If1so much as Seta mere 
whiff of putting my faith in another then let my throat 
be cut” Thus taking shelter in anyone or anything other 
than our Lord is not to be tolerated. When Sri Krishnas 
father Sri Nandarayji went to worship the goddess 
Ambika he got swallowed up by the Serpent Sudarsan 
and only escaped when he took refuge in the Lord and 
implored Him, Therefore let it be known that Tesorting 
to anyone or anything other than the Lord is a huge 
obstacle to devotion. When one thus forms a relation- 
ship with Sri Acharyaji who is the form of fire then ones 
faults become like kindling wood and burn to ashes in 
a single second. [6] 


Verses7/8/9 
Therefore, depend on those accomplished devotees who 
are surrendered to Sri Acharyaji. [7] They are always 
striving to understand the purport of his books [Sri 
Subodhiniji and Nibandha etc], never have bad asso- 
ciation and relish the opportunity to meet with other 
devotees[8]They are clever in their service, know how 
fo avoid taking refuge in others, constantly crave 
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the worst faults like lust and envy etc. 
ey with such devotees. [9] 
Tika 
Surrender to the lotus feet of Sri Acharyaji and to those 
devotees who have done so. [7] 

This surrender will be perfected when you gain 
knowledge of the inner meaning of the main texts of 
the Path of Grace written by Sri Acharyaji and Sri 
Gusainji such as Sri Subodhiniji, Nibandha, Vidvan- 
mandan, Tippanjjiand Sri Sarvottamji. In Sri Sarvottamji 
Sri Gusainji has stated” Without a doubt the recitation 
of this text will bring you the divine reward of tasting 
the nectar of Sri Krishnas lips” Recitation of such 
treatises is very necessary because by this means you 
will gain clear intelligence, humility, and perfect 
surrender. So now, give up bad company, and strive to 
keep good healthy association.In the first canto of the 
Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Saunakji states” Even a little 
bit of association with the Lords devotees is superior to 
heaven or liberation, how can mortal pleasures compare 
to it? Know then that there is no pleasure superior to 
that of good association, the company of devotees, and 
everything can be perfected through it’. [8] 

_ Always be permanently engaged in serving Sri 
Krishna, because according to the Path of Grace the 
highest reward is to be fully occupied in serving Him, 
and there is nothing equal to it. In the 9” canto of the 
Srimad ees ie Lord tells the sage Durvasa”’ 

me my devotees gain direct percepti 
of my Form and they have no watot all to ee 
four types of liberation such as residing in my own 
realm. For they are fully satisfied and. f 
complete; they do not want to rece 
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impermanent reward. Such accomplished devotees are 
established in their service to me and desire no other 
reward. So like them, be totally engaged in serving me, 
never resort to any other.” If you resort even mi 

to any other god or goddess for anything, like wealth 
etc, your divine reward will be completely destroyed. 
Be very aware of the implications of taking refuge in 
any other and avoid it- Give up lust and greed, because 


activity because such thoughts are self centered, The 
Lord does not enter the heart that is filled with lust and 
greed. Give them up! And then you receive the perfect 
reward of humility. [9] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 33 


LETTER : 34 - [33 Verses] 


“DESCRIPTION OF TWO TYPES OF 
DEVOTION” 


Translators introduction- 


Letter 4 defines many of the essential principles of the 
Path of Grace and reiterates that the Path is followed 
through humility and dedication to Sri Acharyajis lotus 
feet. Humility is attained through service to the Lord, 
good association and knowledge of Sri Acharyajis 
teachings. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The 34” letter teaches us that the true recipient of our 
service should be the Lord Sri Krishna. This service itself 
is our reward. Through devotion to His Lotus Face the 
Lord Himself is attained whilst through devotion to His 
Lotus Feet with due consideration to ones righteous 
path and actions one attains the Lord replete with Virtue. 
fhis means to say that devotion to His Feet brings the 
eward of absorption into His form whilst devotion to 
fis Lotus face is rewarded with the taste of the nectar 
f His lips. In this way this letter instructs you about 
he true nature of devotion within the Path of Grace 
nd also the path of particular practices as well as the 
ondition called “sarvatmabhava” or experiencing the 
ord everywhere and in everything. In the Scriptural 
exts explaining the use of specific prayers and chants 

is taught that no aims can be fulfilled without 
~alization of the seed or inner essence of such chants 
nd prayers. In the same way it is to be known here 
iat nothing can come to perfection in this Path of Grace 
ithout humility. Grasping the inner purport of the Path 
Grace is only possible with the Grace of the lotus feet 
Sri Acharyaji and this letter shows how to take their 
fuge. 

The previous letter told us that humility is reached 
rough good association and service. This letter 
ecifies service of His Lotus face as being superior, and 
80 describes devotion to His Lotus feet. 


Verse 1 
¢ most direct Form of service is devotion to His Lotus 
ce by which Sri Krishna Himself is attained; He is 
ways to be served. [1] 
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Tike 


Sri Harirayji now elucidates that, in the Path of Gi 

Sri Krishna is to served. In his “Catusloki” treatise gy 
‘Acharyaji has written "Our one and only true Path, 
duty is to serve Sri Krishna, the Lord of Vraja, wi eo 
the love in our hearts.” For devotees on the Path of all 
this is the singular righteous activity, Sri Kris 
service; at no time is there any other practice, Throu, 
such service the fruit of devotion within the Path of 
Grace will automatically result. Love and attachy 

to His Lotus Face is perfected through such dj 
service of His Form which entails seeing Him, touchin, 
Him and experiencing His total comfort. Serving He 
Form is thus His direct experience-this is devotion to 
His Lotus Face and it is most exalted. [1] 


Verse2 
Devotional Service to the Lords Lotus Feet that 
embodies service to the Form of Dutiful Righteousness 
doubtless leads to the attainment of that Lord defined 
as that very Form of Righteousness. [2] 


Tika 

Devotion to the Lords Lotus Feet is service to the Form 
of Godhead which has been performed from time 
immemorial by Brahma, Siva, Narad, Sanaka and others, 
and it is done with adherence to lawful limitations and 
religious duty. Devotion of this kind which is done with 
such due consideration to ones correct and proper Path 
leads no doubt to the Lord. 

One may ask here; “it has been stated that devotion 
to the Lords Lotus Face and devotion to His Lotus feet 
both lead to Him alone so it seems that they are equal 
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‘The next verse answers this question. (2) 


Verve 3 
Devo! libera- 
tion to the Lords Lotus Feet leads to the 
tion of absorption into Him but not to experiencing the 
nectar of His Lips which is Great Grace and attained 
through devotion to His Lotus face. [3] 


Tika 

is a marked difference between the fruits of 
cere filled devotion to His Lotus Face and lawful 
devotion to His Lotus Feet. From lawful devotion to 
His Lotus Feet one attains the liberation of being 
perfectly yoked to Him but cannot taste the nectar of 
His lips. From devotion to His Lotus Face one attains 
His direct service and experiences the Bliss of His 
manifest Form. Therefore, in the Path of Grace, devotion 
to His Lotus Face is deemed the highest type of devotion 
and devotion to His Lotus Feet the limited righteous 
path. There is a difference between them and so 
they will be explained here separately. [3] 


Verse 4 

This devotion, the perfect fruit of which is experience 
of the nectar of His Lips which is so craved after, can 
only be attained through the reciprocation of Grace and 
from the blessing of Sri Acharyaji who is the form of 
His Lotus Face. [4] 


Tika 
The kind of devotion which leads to the attainment of 
the Lords Lip Nectar of is the devotion to His Lotus 


0 
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Face as itis within the Path of Grace. Sri Acharyajis fo, 
is that of Sri Krishnas Lotus Face so therefore this t 
of devotion is granted by Sri Acharyajis grace, be de 
toSri Krishnas Lotus Face isthe domain of Sr Svance 
and Sri Acharyaji revealed this type of grace “filly 
devotion in Her mood of separation from Him. For thy 
reason it is through the blessings of Sri Acharyaji that 
the gift of this type of devotion is Siven, and can onh 
be perfected in this way. [4] y 
Verse 5 Y 
Therefore ,for those devotees who are dedicated to the 
Lords Lotus Face,the first and foremost act is to take 
refuge in Sri Acharyaji, which perfects everything else, 
§) 


Tika 
The means to perfect this devotion to the Lords Lotus 
Face is to take refuge in Sri Acharyaji and this should 
be ones first resolve, Those who resort to His lotus feet 
doubtlessly attain thereby perfection of action. And so 
the direct means to reach devotion to the Lords Lotus 
Face is shelter in Sri Acharyaji and none other. (5) 


Verse 6 
The state of and the practice of both types of devotion 
as described above become established in the heart 
through his grace. Ihave described them for my own as 
well as for the satisfaction of my close and accom- 
plished devotees. [6] 


Tika 
Upto now I have described Devotion to His Lotus Face 
and Devotion to His Lotus Feet, and also that in the 


—— 
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fGracethe way is shelter in Sri Acharyaji. Practice 
prthese principles must ensue ift given by Sri 
of thes Fe explained these, the great gift given by 


i i for the 
ji own satisfaction and also 
becsrtle crite accomplished devotees of the Path 
ee who are close to me. I will now explain how 
Cneeae established permanently in the heart 

through his Grace.[6] 
Verse 7 


th of Lawful Limitations the means to attain- 
aie ee ie of the all pervading absolute 
Brahman. In the Path of Grace on the other hand it is 
the experience of the Lord in each and every element of 
creation. [7] 
Tika 

It is to be intelligently understood that in the Path of 
Lawful Limitations the means to attainment is the 
knowledge that the absolute Brahman is all pervading 
and everywhere and that one is a part of that absolute, 
but that in the Path of Grace the means and the attain- 
ment are the experience of Sri Krishna in everything 
and everyone following the example of the Gopis [7] 

{note to verse 7 the 2 terms used here are 
albrahmabhava and b]sarvatmabhava] 


Verse 8/9 
This “sarvatmabhava”, the experience of the omni- 
present Sri Krishna, is veritably the blessed reward 
which reaches perfection when it enters the heart. It is 
«sperienced as.a most definite soul connection of 
everything and everyone to the Lord with the body, 
consciousness and intelligence. In this divine state of 


Ones 
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realization one knows ones body and everyth, 
to be for His sake alone. [8/9] cry thing else 


Tika 
In the Path of Lawful Limitations the ultimate rew, 
is the all pervading absolute, entrance to which Stat 
transcends the effects of the Lords deluding potency 
maya. 2 

In the Path of Grace the reward is to enter the Lord, 
divine pastimes and experience the nectar of His 
personal Form. One sees Him with ones own eyes sat 
enjoys His pastimes in ones deepest heart. In this state 
ones senses, mind and very life ~ force become poised 
and ready to serve Him exactly as described in the 
Bramhsambandha Mantra, the prayer of dedication 
offered to the Lord when one is initiated into the Path 
of Grace through forming a relationship with Him. This 
elevated reward is known to devotees of the Path of 
Grace and is very different from that of the lawful 
path;infact it is superior. [8] 

You should always strive to cultivate this type of 
divine sentiment. How will you know when you have 
succeeded? When your body, senses and mind act only 
for the Lords purposes and your body, mind and wealth 
actonly for His sake. Then all your activities are directed 
to Him alone and your service to Him with your body 
and wealth are perfected. [9] 


Verses 10/11 
One should not try to gain favour with the Lord for 
material attainment or body related matters. 
after the body so that it can be useful in service to His 
pastimes and not for selfish reasons. Your only consi- 
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he Lords joy; from this most 


ion should be t 
Lae ditional love (10/11] 


definitely ensues uncon 
Tika 
e Lord must never be done with the 
desire to make your body more healthy, 
Corie ‘casual friends and family members orto 
in wealth, You must never even consider your own 
La joyment ‘and happiness, and only seek to please the 
Lord, You should avoid displeasing Him through 
- offensive behaviour. Your only desire should be to see 
Him and enjoy the Bliss of His Form, never for bodily 
en) . When you partake of the foodstuffs which 
‘have offered to the Lord in your service [Prasad], 
do it with the intention of making your body fit and 
healthier and your awareness sharper so that you can 
better serve Him. 

When Sri Gusainji used to travel to other regions 
he became very thin through his pangs of separation 
but on his return to Sri Nathajis place of residence he 
would lovingly partake of His Graced Food stuffs, with 
the mood that, if Sri Govardhannathji sees me looking 
deprived He will feel sad and that is not acceptable. So 
therefore we Vaishnavas should look after ourselves and 
always be presentable so that He is happy to see us. In 
this way the Gopis looked after their bodies with never 
a thought for themselves but only for the sake of better 
serving Him. [10] 

You should never serve the Lord with the intention 
of making some worldly or scriptural gain or for self 
satisfaction. This is a selfish attitude. For the Lord does 
notactasa judge in such matters and perfects things as 
He sees fit and through His own wish. 


Your service to th 
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Sri Mahaprabhuji has written in his “Navaratna 
treatise [The Nine Jewels”—"Sri Krishna is the Lo, rd 
everything and the soul of everything and every of 
[therefore is all-knowing] and so will fufill His nena 
every spiritual desire with His own wish” 

Therefore never make service with selfish intention 
or with inferior mood, doing it just as a necessa; act 
Link yourself to your Lord as you serve Him and doit 
with great love. The Lord enjoys those things which are 
offered with love. We learn this in the Story of the great 
devotee Padmanabhadas, who only offered Soaked 
chick peas but did so with love and the Lord lovingly 
accepted them. Serve the Lord in this way, with love, 
(1) 


Verse 12 
On the Grace-filled Path do not foster desire for any 
reward. A worldly being who has accumulated lots of 
riches will willingly give up their life if they lose that 
wealth. Similarly on this Path of service to the Lorda 
devotee should love serving the Lord and if that service 
is interrupted they will also feel grief and want to give 
up their life. [12] 
Tika 

When you serve the Lord do not do it with a desire for 
any reward. Such desire destroys the main reward of 
this Path of Grace. Selfish desire is an obstacle to true 
love for the Lord, so avoid it. On the worldly plane 
wealth is the most mportant thing, and people are ready 
to suffer ups and downs to aquire it, and even to give 
up their life because of their attachment to it. You should 
a at least that much love for your Divine Service 
12 


—— 
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Verse 13 

iritual mindset is called “Sarvatmabhava’, 
Beara ccpertonce Sri Krishna alone in everything 
and everyone and in every situation, is when you are 
able to naturally renounce all consideration for worldly 
or scriptural gain and when you serve Him with abso- 
Jutely no selfish expectation. [13] 

Tika 

This loving sentiment towards the Lord is characterized 
by totally natural love for the Lord and natural 
renunciation with no desire for any worldly or scriptural 
result. Sri Acaryaji has written in his “Catusloki” 
[4Verses] treatise; “When you have established Sri 
Krishna, the Lord of Gokul, in your heart with this 
sarvatmabhava then is it not totally excessive to speak 
of worldly or scriptural matters? “ 

Sri Krishna is the all pervading supersoul. Keep 
Him in your heart and serve Him but have no desire 
for worldly or scriptural return or expectation of result 
Focus your mind exclusively on Him and see Him 
everywhere[13) 


Verse 14 
In this Path of Grace humili| ty is first and foremost,the 
other usual means to attain devotion like listening and 
Praising etc are not the driving force. One must be truly 
humble and then the Lord becoming pleasedlas he was 


by the humility of the Vraja Gopis}will Himself grant 
the reward,[14] sth 


Tika 
The only practice within the Path of Grace is humility. 
Pride receeds then other faults also diminish and 


ee 


502 Shiksha Pate, 


mn humility is perfected then only Sri Thakye: 
Me and pte the blessing of His direct pes! 
and sight. In the 5 chapters of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
wherein the Rasa lila has been described [Rasa. 
pancadhyayil we learn that when the Vraja Gopis san, a 
the Lords praises [after He had disappeared] an 
thereby realized that they were in fact devoid of an) 
means by which to adequately adore Him, they at ae 
true humility. Then He reappeared before them 
immediately. 

When you lose the attitude of “I am spiritually 
qualified due to my practices” then you may attain 
humility which satisfies the Lord Who then appears to 
you and grants you the Bliss of His direct exp, 
and sight. [14] 

Verse 15 
Grasp the principles of this Path in the best possible 
way so that humility arises and know anything that 
damages humility to be in opposition to the Path. [15] 


Tika 

Without humility the devotional reward cannot be had, 
Do whatever it takes to cultivate humility. Any practice 
that damages humility should be known to be directly 
opposing the Path of Grace. Itdoesn’t matter what 
practice it is, if it does not nourish humilty, then forget 
it. These statements indicate that the actions innate in 
all other paths are contrary to the reward of the Pathof 
GraceThis much you should know for sure and strictly 
avoid such actions and practices. [15] 
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Verse 16 
When you gain acceptance into this Path then the Lord 
Sri Krishna, Dispeller of all fear, will certainly increase 
‘our humility, The worldly mindset which fosters pride 
and other disqualities is destroyed. Acceptance into this 
Path requires that worldly pride be removed and there- 
after Sri Hart definitely helps you to develop humility. 
(16] 
Tika 
The Lord increases the humility of those devotees of 
the Path of Grace who have taken shelter in this Path 
through the grace of Sri Acharyaji. He also removes the 
pride, generated in the worldly mind, which obstructs 
the granting of the devotional reward. Itis a well known 
teaching in the 5 chapters of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
wherein is described the Great Rasa Dance of Sri Krishna 
and the Gopis [Rasapancadhyayilthat the Lord first 
played His Flute and thereby summoned all the Gopis 
to His side. They then enjoyed loving pastimes together. 
But then the Gopis became proud, and the Lord dis- 
appeared. Thereafter when the Gopis became intensely 
humble He reappeared. In this very same way, in this 
Path of Grace, it is the Lord who perfects the devotees 
humility by removing their pride. Considering these 
devotees to be His own He grants them humility by 
removing their pride whenever and wherever they have 
attachment to the worldly scene. When humility is thus 
established He can then shower His Grace. [16] 


Verse 17/18 
The sustenance of those whom the Lord has accepted 
comes from Him alone. Embodied souls are tainted by 
their very nature and do not act appropriately[17] 


SS 
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Therefore the Lord also punishes, likea 
would do. When such punishment arises lg 
devotees know this also to be Grace [18] fia 


Tika 
Himself deals with the sustenance of 
souls whom He has accepted. Those souls often dy 
recognize this because of their tainted wih § 
‘Acharyaji has written in his “Balbodha” [Instructing 
children]treatise;” Embodied souls 


The Lord 


arranged the sustenance an 
who have been accepted into this Path.He is st 
providing it and will continue to do so. Knowing tat 
their mind can be corrupted due to a single moments 
it and maintains tht 
over to any othe. [I 
child is, 
by its parents from the dangers of fireand water etc) 
are those souls whom the is 
protected by Him even when they forget 
not realize thisand this punishment 0m 
prevents them from re-offending. The ‘embodied #2 
ten makes mistakes out of ignorance nth Sy 
that Sri Krishnas father Sri Nandarayji went © 
mont fhe gaddes Amik, He wa une 
in this w jtuation 
splice alas at iss FT&OE ; 


his “Vignapti* treatise— "Kn 

own if You punis “Knowing us to be Yout Ye 
oom You punish oe appreciate te 
Gunn cps eee 
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» From these statements it can be understood that 

: ae, Lord punishes us in the role of our father 
even Ware at first saddened by this, we should know 
ind fp be Great grace and never leave the shelter of Sri 
Mahaprabhuji. (18) 


Verse 19 


‘The Lord punishes those whom He considers His own 
but is indifferent to others just as in the mundane realm 
one usually protects only ones own entourage. In this 
situation Sri Krishna is out of sight,and you should 
endlessly experience pangs of separation from Him. [19] 
Tika 

The Lord metes punishment to those whom He has 
taken under His wing but ignores other worldly beings 
who are attached to the mundane. He does not punish 
these beings, rather lets them become even more 
attached to worldly matters. In the Rasapancadhyayi 
Isee vs 16 above] the Lord made Himself invisible for 
the sake of developing this mood of separation. 

In the rituals of the Path of Grace a curtain is often 
Pulled in front of the Lord; this is to increase the 
devotees’ longing for Him. He does not grant His sight 
just like that but rather when the devoteeis raving 9 = 
vision. Therefore devotees of the Path of Gracs 5 
tmuly suffer pain in separationfrom their 

‘Verse 20 


eased when he sees such 
The Lord becomes truly please v1” path of Grace 


craving in His devotees. Adie plished devotees who 


should ker timents 0 that they too can develop such 
ave 
feelings: 
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Therefore the Lord also punishes, like a concerned fathey 
would do. When such punishment arises surrendere 
devotees know this also to be Grace [18] 
Tika 
The Lord Himself deals with the sustenance of those 
souls whom He has accepted. Those souls often do nox 
recognize this because of their tainted nature. sy 
Acharyaji has written in his “Balbodha” [Instructions 
for spiritual children]treatise;” Embodied souls are 
tainted by their very nature” But the Lord has already 
arranged the sustenance and subsistence of those souls 
who have been accepted into this Path.He is stil 
providing it and will continue to do so. Knowing that 
their mind can be corrupted due to a single moments 
bad association He destroys it and maintains that 
situation so that their cannot go over to any other. 7] 
In the same way that an innocent child is protected 
by its parents from the dangers of fire and water ete, so 
are those souls whom the Lord makes His own 
protected by Him even when they forget Him and do 
not realize thisand this punishment on His part 
prevents them from re-offending.The embodied soul 
often makes mistakes out of ignorance in the same way 
that Sri Krishnas father Sri Nandarayji went to perform 
worship of the goddess Ambika. He was punished by 
the Lord but even in this unhappy situation the 
accomplished devotee realizes that all this is His Grace 
and never leaves His shelter. Sri Gusanji has written in 
his “Vignapti“ treatise— “Knowing us to be Your very 
own if You punish us, we will appreciate this.” Sri 
Gusainji is explaining here that “even if You punish us 
we will remain very happy and know You regard us as 
Your own. Whenever we offend please do admonish 


— 
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* From these statements it can be understood that 

sn if the Lord punishes us in the role of our father 
even ve are at first saddened by this, we should know 
na to be Great grace and never leave the shelter of Sri 
Mahaprabhuji. [18] 

Verse 19 
The Lord punishes those whom He considers His own 
but is indifferent to others just as in the mundane realm 
one usually protects only ones own entourage. In this 
situation Sri Krishna is out of sight,and you should 
endlessly experience pangs of separation from Him. [19] 
Tika 

The Lord metes punishment to those whom He has 
taken under His wing but ignores other worldly beings 
who are attached to the mundane. He does not punish 
these beings, rather lets them become even more 
attached to worldly matters. In the Rasapancadhyayi 
[see vs 16 above] the Lord made Himself invisible for 
the sake of developing this mood of separation. 

In the rituals of the Path of Grace a curtain is often 
pulled in front of the Lord; this is to increase the 
devotees’ longing for Him, He does not grant His sight 
just like that but rather when the devotee is craving that 
vision. Therefore devotees of the Path of Grace need to 
tnuly suffer pain in separationfrom their Lord [19] 


Verse 20 

The Lord becomes truly pleased when he sees such 
craving in His devotees. Adherents of the Path of Grace 
should keep the company of accomplished devotees who 


have such sentiments so that thi 
ey too can develop such 
feelings. [20] 
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Tika 
The more a devotee suffers pangs of separation from, 
Him, the more pleased the Lord becomes Therefore 
should seek the association of great devotees who have 
such divine sentiments by which your feelings will soon 
increase. Seek out such company{20] 


Verse 21 


All creatures become fearful when close to a tiger. In 
this same woay be very cautious of bad association for 
it can totally destroy your loving sentiments towards 
the Lord. (21) 


Tika 
In the same way as a tiger can destroy your body bad 
Therefore protect your love for Him as you would 
‘your body from the tiger, only then will it remain 
intact [21] 


Verse 

You must kave heard that through bad association 
alone Bharat fell from his elevated spiritual position 
of tainted foodstuffs Bhishma also fellfhe became ready 
to fight the Lord]. [22] 


Tike 
Many embodied souls have fallen from their posits 
of loving the Lord through bad association. Bharat had 
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was to make him challenge the Lord to fight. Therefore 
know for sure that bad association can lure you away 
from the Lord. If such great devotes of the olden times 
fell in this way so what to speak of todays souls? [22] 
Verse 23 
Withdraw your mind from its involvement in worldly 
situations for it can wipe out your loving sentiments 
for the Lord, [23] 
Tika 

All worldly situations in which the mind and heart 
become entangled come under the umbrella of bad 
association. Therefore renounce absorption into worldly 
affairs and the company in which such attachment is 
generated. Any material situation or possession which 
causes such absorption can damage your loving mood 
towards the Lord. It will remain and be nourished only 
when you always protect it from such worldly 
wranglings. [23] 


Your heart should cherish detachment and contentment. 
Through this practice your mind will soon leave its 
worldly involvements. [24] 


Tika 
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second nature to you, you will be safe from the effect of 
all bad association. [24] 


Verse 25 


Fill your consciousness with the consideration oO 
detachment-this will protect you from impure desire, 
Cultivate contentment for this will protect you from 
greed. Lust and greed are huge obstacles to devotion, 
25) 
Tika 

If you are fiercly detached then lust and other bad 
qualities will be removed Satisfaction removes F 
Lust and greed are great opponents to the Path of 
devotion. Foster detachment and contentment in order 
to renounce both of them. [25] 


Verse 26 


Tf you indulge in lust and desire then the senses may go 
out of control and if you indulge in greed then your 
behaviour can fall prey to wickedness. [E.G. if you crave 
for riches then you may behave in sinful ways to at- 
tain it] Anger sits in between these two, so lust, anger 
and greed are the three major obstacles in devotional 
life. [26] 


Tika 
When lust arises and you indulge in the gratification of 
desire then all your senses turn away from the Lord 
and the righteous Path. When the senses are thus 
indulging in their own gratification and greed takes over 
the heart then wickedness arises. In his treatise 
“Sanyasnirnay” (Conclusions on renunciation] Sti 
Acaryaji has written” If you indulge your senses then 
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wickedness follows.” From this and other teachings it is 
known that desire and greed are obstacles to devotion. 
In the midst of them is anger. When desires are not 
satisfied then anger ensues, as it does when greed is 
not fulfilled. Anger is thus caused by lust and greed 
Infatuation follows anger,from which many other faults 
appear. Then you become permanently dominated by 
a worldly mood, totally fixated on mundane matters 
which then take over the heart whereby humility is 
destroyed. [26] 
Verses 27/28 

Go therefore, as revealed in the previous verse, know 
anger to destroy humility which is the very essence of 
the Path of Grace and thus a great obstruction. Humi- 
lity is the seed of service to Sri Krishna and to listening 
to and repeating His pastimes and all other related 
activities. In the shastra [revealed teachings] about- 
mantra, it is taught that the essence of success in 
mantra[prayer/chanting]comes from the seed syllables 
in those mantras.In this same way, in this Path of 
Grace, the seed of service to Sri Krishna is humility 
and this is the key to the grace-filled reward. Where 
there is no humility no practice can bring the perfection 
of that reward which is the Lords Grace. [27/28] 


Tika 
The essence of this Path of Grace is heartfelt humility, 
but anger destroys it. Give it up! Be humble in every 
undertaking. 

Now I will tell you the way to humility Serve the 
Lord with your body and wealth in a loving manner 
and make habit of listening to the pastimes of the Lord 
as in the Sri Subodhiniji and other scriptures. If you 
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develop this regular discipline of sevrvice and liste 
then humility will reside in your heart[27] 

In thescriptural teachings about prayers and chants 
it is said that a mantra will be successful when its Seed 
sound is present. In the same way service will be sound 
when humility pervades its every aspect. This is the only 
practice of the Path of Grace. When you serve with 
humility then all the Paths rewards will be perfected, 
[28] 


ning 


Verse 29 
Therefore an embodied soul whose heart adheres to the 
way of devotion should not be lazy in the cultivation 
of humility. The Gopis’ devotion was perfected through 
humility alone, whilst Kaundinya Rishi also gained 
perfection through humility albeit indirectly. [29] 


Tika 


The appropriate way for great devotees of the Path of 
Grace is to always be vigilant in the protection of their 
humility. For example, the Gopis reached perfection 
through humility and thus met their Lord. Kaundinya 
the brahmin sage constantly repeated “O, Infinite One, 
O, Infinite One” and thereby attained realization of the 
Lord. Therefore Sri Acharyaji has written in his 
“Sanyasnirnaya” treatise [Conclusions on Renunciation] 
—The Gopis and the Rishi kaundinya are the Gurus of 
the Way of Devotion. Devotional practice should be as 
they demonstrated. There is no other practice than to 
emulate their divinely oriented sentiments of humility 
whereby it can become established in your heart a! 
consciousness. The Gopis are the Gurus of perfection 
oO! ndinya Ris! 
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contemplate their divine feelings. Know 
ea yobe the basis of true heartfelt love forthe 


Lord [29] 
Verse 30/31 


‘The reward of the Grace-filled Path is to always feel 
intense longing in the mood of separation from the Lord 
through which you may experience His Nectarean Form 
full of Love and all His pastimes. [30] When this mood 
of separation manifests it brings direct experience of 
His form and all His pastimes, [30/31] 
Tika 

In this Path of Grace the reward is to feel Love for the 
Lord which develops into feeling separation from Him. 

The experience of loving union with the Lord is 
not linked to the Lord Who lives in the innermost heart 
but one that engages all the external senses, whereas in 
the mood of separation the manifestation is deep within 
the soul. So, foster this mood of separation in the heart. 
This is the perfection of the Path of Grace. In the state of 
union bliss is known for just as long as He is visible 
whilst in separation the Love-filled Supreme Lord is 
experienced everywhere together with all of His 
pastimes. Thus separation is considered to be superior 
because therein the Lord is manifest everywhere 
directly. [30] 
When you are in the mood of separation from Him 
ss seep Sesgeils experiencing His pastimes 
‘n seeing His Form and pastimes everyw! 
‘nda allies, This is why iiss 
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to ze the cows they miss and long for }4; 
seus cultivate this train of thought. Also develop 4° 
feeling they have when He later returns home in hat 
evening. Foster the mood of separation and xperie: he 
these two particular pastimes. [31] Nice 


Verses 32/ 33. 


With this knowledge and sentiment you will experien, 
the Path of Grace and know this reward to come Ss 
the blessings of Sri Acharyajis lotus feet. [32] Kyat 
those intelligent devotees who with all their hearts 
remain constantly absorbed in the nectar Of love for 
Sri Krishna to have taken shelter in Sri Acharyaji, (33) 
Tika 
It will now be told how the pangs of separation spoken 
of above can be experienced. Devotees of the Path of 
Grace always cherish such divine sentiments in their 
minds and hearts but never speak of them to anyone. 
Through such attitude and demeanour the grace -filled 
reward will most definitely be granted with the 
blessings of Sri Acharyajis lotus feet. In the “Sarvottam 
Stotra” {The Best Recitation) Sri Gusainji has attri- 
buted this name to Sri Acharyaji; “Ashesha bhakta 
samprarthya charanabjarajodhanaha” which means that 
the great wealth which is the dust of his lotus feet should 
be properly served by all devotees. Devotees of the Path 
of Grace consider the dust of his lotus feet to be their 
Breatest wealth. Such devotees definitely attain the 
reward of the Nectar of Sri Krishnas lips. The reward is 
granted to these devotees of his footdust[32] ‘ 
Thus the ultimate fruit of the path of Grace is 
definitely granted to those devotees who, as described 
above, take shelter in Sri Acharyajis feet with all their 
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heart, who know to constantly cultivate and cherish 
their love for the Lord in thé mood of separation, who 
have renounced all types of deceitful behaviour from 
their minds, whose hearts are full of surrender to Sri 
Krishna the moon of Vraja, who are very pure and are 
conoisseurs of the mood of loving devotion, who are 
surrendered to the feet of Sri Acharyaji and who are 
humble and pay no stead to any other practices[33] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 34 


LETTER : 35 - [13 Verses] 
“RENOUNCING BAD COMPANY” 


Translators introduction- 


Letter35 discusses Satsanga[good association] and 
Dusanga [bad association], their influences and effects. 
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AVOID ASSOCIATION WITH EVIL SOULS ara 
BAD ASSOCIATION AFFLICTS 12/13 


1 
DAMODHARDAS SAMBHAVAREVARES, S234 
EARNING LIVELIHOOD GENERATES ‘ 


EVIL SOULS CANNOT BE REDEEMED om 
AVOID FIRM FAITH ALONE CAN LEAD TO. 
LIBERATION FROM WORLDLY OCCUPATIONS 


orn 
REFUGE MUST BE EXCLUSIVE , 
SATSANGA PRAISED IN THE SRIMAD BHAGAVATAM < 
See ES eros 6/7 /8/9/10/11 
TIME OPPOSES DHARMA[RIGHTEOUS PATH] 


IN AGE OF STRUGGLE 6/78 
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INTRODUCTION 


5° Letter of Instruction discusses how both the 
re vany of those whose mindset is opposite to ours 
com of those who are like- minded 
a esate ts grief. Sri Harirayji states” At 
emoett Tam suffering both of these problematic 
ny who oppose the Lord are like poisonous 
ts. The serpent sent by the Brahmins son bit the 
great devotee Pariksit. In the same way people of a 
wicked nature oppose the Lord in their actions and 
speech and thus bring griefto devotees of the Lord. They 
are disqualified from devotion through their corrupt 
actions. They can rectify themselves through practice 
‘of good action and 
Those devoid of all knowledge or those who apply 
knowledge in a mistaken and contrary way are 
disqualified through their corrupt hearts and minds, but 
they can be purified with the application of proper 
intelli 


The very wicked being who is totally devoid of any 
affection or sympathy cannot be helped. If a person is 
bom without any organs of gender then no herb or 
remedy will turn them into a man. In this way, those 
who have absolutely no love in their heart are to be 
known to be of demonic nature. Their company can 
influence others to become wicked too. 

Ifyou are following a path of devotion you need to 
avoid their company, This is described in this letter.In 
the previous letter the mood of separation was 
‘explained to be the highest sentiment for the Lord and 
attainable with Grace. Bad company and other obstacles 
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on this path should be strictly avoided in order to h 
success. Those obstacles will now be discussed ae 


Verse 1 
It is a source of distress when a person of devot;. 
heart is forced to be with and hear the pled ge 
who are turned away from the Lord and also lacks ne 
company and chance to hear the words of like Smines 
beings. By dint of fate I am now suffering both Bie 
situations, [1] 

Tika 

Sri Harirayji here states that it is a source of great distress 
to a devotee of the Path of Grace to have to be with 
those who are of a completely different consciousness. 
He says” what else can I say? I am sorely afflicted by 
being surrounded by those who are opposed to the 
devotional path. When the Vraja Devotees get together 
they generate much bliss by listening to and repeating 
the stories of the pastimes of their beloved Lord but if 
they are interrupted by worldly elements they are 
disturbed and feel sad. It is the same for the Grace-filled 
devotees when their divine discussions are broken by 
the entrance of ungodly beings. | am being surrounded 
in all ten directions by souls opposed to the Lord and 
so [am much aggrieved. I also lack the chance to hear 
the soothirig sweet words of like-minded devotees. 1 
have to engage in useless chatter all day long and Tam 
not managing to remove this source of annoyance. | 
need the company of devotees but I can’t have it coe 
am made to associate through circumstance with ais 
of a worldly disposition all the time and am not ert 
curb this situation. Both of these situations OPP0s* 
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Verse 2 

of affliction can be removed through either 

Sameer dinction. On a worldly level the grief of 

not having something will be mitiga ted when that thing 

is attained. But the grief brought about through wrong 
association is impossible to relieve. [2] 


Tika 

Other sources of grief can be removed through 
knowledge or devotion. Worldy pain, longing to gain 
something, will be removed when it is gained. But the 
grief brought about by bad association is very great and 
literally impossible to get rid of. In the Srimad 
Bhagavatam we learn that the meeting of the senses with 
the objects of sensual desire is hugely obstructive 
because then the mind is taken over by endless involve- 
ment in contemplation on those matters. I am now 
surrounded by such beings who are turned away from 
the Lord, and thus I am suffering [2] 


Verse 3 
It is as if my whole body has been pierced at its vital 
points by arrows in the form of the impure speech of 
immoral beings. My body has been entrusted to You 
but, because of this state of affairs, it is still not gaining 
perfect health. [3] 


Tika 
The arrows of the impure speech of unethical beings 
Pierce the vital points of my body. It is so painful—but 
this is the association that I am suffering. This 
situation m I nd affects my 


Po ‘Shukshe Patra 


Verse 4 


Nowadays people are well established in the habit of 
bad association which can cleverly corrupt a pure ming 
ina single second (4) 


Tika 


I cannot see an appropriate way for me,which would 
be to associate with great devotees, because I am 
surrounded all the time by unfavourable company 
which is of no benefit to me. The Srimad Bhagavatam, 
Sri Acharyaji and Sri Gusainji have stated that Vaishnava 
devotees are pained by such bad asociation and this is 
my situation. 

You might ask, “why are you aggrieved by this?” 
Only an ignorant person would be influenced by bad 
association. You have knowledge of so many religious 
texts and principles, what can bad association do to one 
such as you?” 

Here my answer is—”One may have a pure mind 
and a clear intelligence, but they can still be ruined ina 
single second by close association with a sinful demonic 
being, and such company is a great obstacle. Sri Gusainji 
has written in his “Vignapti” treatise “Even though 1 
have attained the association of the great devotees of 
Vrindavan who are close to Sri Krishna, still even a whiff 
of placing my hearts affections anywhere else blocks 
my airways”. whereby he indicates that if he were to 
develop attachment or relationship to any other than 
his Lord he would feel as if his throat were cut. 

There is a famous story in the accounts of the 84 
Vaishnava devotees of Sri Acharyaji in which the wile 
of Damodardas Sambharavare placed her faith in 


Tika 

How can thelife of a householder be sustained without 
income? When traveling abroad for example the help 
fothersisessential; such people cannot be renounced. 
They arenot godly souls and they have a bad influence 
but mustbe retained for the sake of maintaining income. 
I will be free from such bad association when Ino longer 
am engaged in gainful employment, 

You might say,” well, you are esteemed and 
capable, why not just give up earning and theincumbent 
bad company?” To this Ireply,” well, [could send these 
er rere eet at Home an be free from 

negative association. However I do require i 

and then I need helpers and the si 1d : 
When! travel afar there are: ; 


and greet so how can 
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Therefore know the need to engage in accumulati 
wealth makes the renunciation of bad association 
anges, It wouki be the best thing not to have to, 
CATT MONEY, 

‘Sci Acharyali has written in his “Bhakti Vandhini* 
treatise [How to increase devotion}; “if you are not 
odhervise occupied in gaintul employment then, spend 
your time worshipping the Lord.” In order to renounce 
ones oxcupation im earning money one must have 
complete faith and perserverance. That strength of 
conviction is difficult to sustain. The mind begins to 
qaestion how survival of the household willbe possible 
without work, 

Without such complete faith you cannot be free 
from such employment. So, what to do? [5] 


Verses STS 

Those souls who actively oppose the Lord are like the 
serpent Takshake. Sent by Sringi Rishis son, Takshaka, 
veiled in ignorance, became full of anger and bit the king 
Parikxit who was a great devotee. In the same way 
these dark perpetrators of evil ways, sent through the 
instructions of wicked souls,are biting me with their 
could be redeemed through good deeds and teachings. 
(6778) 


Tika 
Thus the way that gainful employment leads to this 


we will look at the problems arising from this age we 
bve in. 

In this era there are a lot of obstructions to the 
devotional way of life, and we must vigilantly protect 
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itfrom those who are opposed to it. The incident where 
the brahmins son became angry and cursed the King 
Parkxit is an example of this impure attitudel6) 
‘The king Pariksit was a devotee of the Lord and 
well versed in the scriptures, The Lord had even 
ed him whilst he was still in the womb. However 
healso suffered clouded intelligence due to the influence 
‘of the Age of Kali and was angry when the meditating 
Sage Samik Rishi did not rise to greet him. The king 
became angry and threw a snake around the rishis neck, 
accusuing him of disrespect and jealousy. When that 
sages son Sringi came to know of this he also became 
enraged and cursed the king to be bitten by a snake and 
die in seven days. This whole situation arose due to the 
tainted consciousness of the Age of Struggle, otherwise 
why would a devotee of the Lord behave in this way or 
the Rishis son utter such a curse? It was all due to the 
wicked times. In this way the words of the corrupt 
beings are like snakes. Know it to be the influence of 
the Age when such words are spoken with clouded 
judgement. [7] 
note)- one may ask why the Lord did not protect 
King Parikxit from the snake even though He had saved 
him in the womb. The institution of the 7 day reading 
ofthe Srimad Bhagavatam enstied from the meeting of 
the Sages that Parikxit then convened, whist awaiting 
his death, and from this so many being have received 
endless blessings and protected. The whole event 
this very purpose] [7] 
Now Sri Harirayjitells us that there are3 main types 
of wicked beings in this Age of Struggle. They can be 
as being wicked in three differing ways,” 
U1] “Adhyatmik” [2] and “Adhidaivik" 3}. 
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[The meanings will be clarified now). The first and th 
2 types can be redeemed and enter devotio, ‘1 
paths,but not the 3° type, who should always be 
avoided. 

‘The “adhibhautik” type of wicked beinglwicked 
their personality and actions] always speak negatively 
and rudely. They ae contemptuousand defiant through, 
their ignorance. Their impure speech causes confusjon 
in their own minds and the minds of others, The 
perform all sorts of bad deeds and sinful activities, 

If such a being comes into contact with. ay 
accomplished devotee and learns how to perform 
service to the Lord, they can give up their rude way of 
speaking, lose their mental confusion, and through such 
good company can even soon enter the devotional path, 


(3) 


Verse 9 

The “Adhyatmika” type of wicked beings[wicked in 
their outlook and mentalityJare devoid of proper 
knowledge but follow their own kind of knowledge 
which is contrary to any righteous scriptural path. For 
them to change is difficult but not impossible and they 
could some day learn the true essence of things. [9] 


Tika 

The mentally corrupt being is devoid of good 
knowledge and acts also from ignorance, If they meet 
an accomplished devotee, keep their company over a 
prolonged period, and make sincere efforts '0 
understand what the devotee teaches them, then ate 
an extended period of such practice this type cof wicked 
soul can be purified. [9] 
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Verse 10/11 

ly corrupt-minded being [adhidaivik 
“Us, hate is devotd Ee Lome cawict ba rectified Weepite 
Marts made. A eunuch cannot become male through 
fagesting herbs. Aperson with all three bodily humours 
disturbed cannot expect to live; in the same way a being 
with not a single jot of love or feelings cannot attain 
the Lord through hearing His glories or any other 
practice. [10/11] 

Tika 

Know those beings devoid of any love at all to be the 
most corrupt type of adhidaivik rascal(spiritually 
rotten]They may have good association for many ages 
but knowledge will not enter their heart. They are 
exclusively worldly and demonic and their mind can 
never be attracted to the Form of the Lord or the 
righteous paths that lead to Him. To give a worldly 
example; a eunuch cannot turn into a man however 
many herbs they might take, nor will these beings ever 
follow proper human pursuits or gain knowledge of 
anything related to the Lord, [10] 

If a person has imbalance and disease in all three 
biological humours{kapha-water, vata-air and pitta- 
fire]then they are unlikely to live however many herbs 
they take. In the same way someone whose heart is 
devoid of devotion or any kind of loving feeling will 
not develop love for the Lord however many of His 
Pastimes they listen to. They are worldly and evil 
spirited. Sri Acharyaji has described them in his treatise 
“Pustipravahimaryadabheda” [the Paths of grace, 
mundane flow and lawful limitation|— ‘These 
wandering souls visit all paths momentarily but do not 
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stay, being uninterested’ They are born over and oy, 
again into the world to which they arestrongly attaches? 
They do notattain the Lord. z ed 
The poet Krishnadas has written “just as a bi 
stone, if immersed in water for a thousand Years, on 
does not crack; rather it immerges and dries oye" ill 
the same way these spiritually corrupt and love 
souls may see and hear of the greatness of the Pathe 
Grace, but their hearts are never attracted to it in ie 
slightest, and they remain turned away from Him, ty] 
Verse 12 
When you realize that someone is totally wicked after 
you have tried a lot, but then see that love is an ime 
possible concept for them, do not keep company with 
them for your divine love may also eventually become 
corrupted. [12] 
Tika 

When someone is very wicked in behaviour and devoid 
of all love then know them to be demonic and that they 
will never develop such love. Leave their company. 
When you do not have the assocoation of accomplished 
devotees then your heart can become tainted, but with 
their regular association such wickedness can be 
reversed.In the 11 canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri 
Krishna tells Uddhava” Oh, Uddhava! Yoga, Samkhya, 
Philosophy, Righteousness, Generosity, Fasting, 
Sacrifice, Recitation, Pilgrimage, Observances and 
Regulatory Principles cannot capture my heart as much 
as Satsanga, good association, and the meeting of saintly 
souls, which gets rid of all other types of association. 
Through the power of Satsanga demons, evil spirits, 
birds, deer, celestial singers, heavenly nymphs, serpents, 
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<< bards, Guhrika,Vritasura and Prahlad etc all 
Sd the service of my Feet,” From such statements 

m that the association of devotees is the most 
‘i bie thing and without it the ensuing bad company 
valead your heart to demonic feelings. (12] 
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Verse 13 

ouls who are persuing the Path of Devotion 
Ered renounce the company of evil doers who defile 
the path of action and reaction, contrary-minded beings 
‘who defile wisdom and those devoid of love who defile 
the path of devotion. In fact you should avoid the 
association of such beings wherever and in whichso- 
ever paths they are found to be present. (13) 


Tika 
Now Sri Harirayji explains that the doer of evil deeds is 
arascal of the adhibhautik typelsee verse § above]. The 
propagator of contrary knowledge is a rascal of the 
adhyatmika type. These two types can come around to 
the right path through good association. Those who are 
empty of any loving propensity are rascals of the 
adhidaivika type and quite evil and their company 
should be strictly avoided by anyone on a devotional 
path who wishes to maintain ther own piety. The 
company of such corrupted beings can lead you into 
evil ways, corrupt and damage your exclusive surrender 
and are a great obstacle to the Path of grace. [13] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 35 


LETTER : 36 - [19 Verses] 
LIKE A LOTUS IN WATER” 


Translators introduction- 


The teachings of the 36th letter are centered on the 
removal of anxiety from devotees’ conscious-ness, 

izing it as a huge obstacle in the Path of Grace. It 
repeats the need for constant remembrance and to avoid 


bad association. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This 36” letter will explain to Vaishnava devotees that 
they should never be anxious or worry. A house owner 
livesin the pure environment of the residence that they 
have already swept clean. In this same way the Lord 
enters the ‘consciousness of one who is free from anxi 
and other negative thought processes. A mindand heart 
eaten up with anxiety cannot get absorbed in Him. This 
has been described in Sri Acharyajis treatise” The Nine 
Jewels” [Navaratnal. 

‘According to the philosophy of the texts describing 
the righteous path [Dharmasastra], in this Age of 

the doer becomes closely connected to action 
and there is little to obstruct these connections. Still Sri 

ji recommends that you avoid the association 
of non-devotees, be wary of the world and try to 
withdraw from it. However, do not worry about your 
mind becoming enchanted by the world. Such anxiety 
isa lifelong useless activity; you should simply fix your 
mind firmly on the Lords Lotus Feet, and give up the 
egotistical iveness of the bodily consciousness 
and connections. For the sake of the removal of all these 
obstructions just perfect your surrender to Sri Hari. He 
will accomplish everything. What the devotee has to 
do is truly and deeply follow Sri Acharyajis teachings 
about surrendering and offering oneself to Him. 

In the previous letter we read about giving up bad 
company and thus entering the Lords devotional realm. 
Here we learn to give up all anxiety so that the Lord 
will enter into our hearts. Now we will read how such 
anxiety will recede. 
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Verses /2 
Followers of the Path of Devotion should never worry 
about worldly matters. A house owner will enter and 
reside healthily in a home that has been swept clean 
and purified, otherwise they will shun that place How 
can the Lord replete with all good qualities enter a heart 
which is cluttered with anxiety? [1/2] 


Tika 

In this verse Sri Harirayji calls out to all devotees of the 
Path of Grace in order to instruct them—"You should 
never foster anxiety in your heart, because if your heart 
is full of worries there is no room for the Lord of all 
good qualities to enter there. Anxiety is the mother of 
all impurities. So, where there is anxiety there will be 
all kinds of impurities, then how will the Pure Lord 
enter there? Sri Acharyaji has written in his “Navaratna” 
{The Nine Jewels] treatise; “Surrendered souls should 
never have any kind of anxiety”. If you have surren- 
dered everything you have to the Lord then what do 
you have to worry about? Forget those worries for the 
all-capable, all- powerful Lord of all riches is your Lord 
and sits in command just above your head. [1] 

Asan example, the owner of a house will live there 
comfortably only when they have purified that resi- 
dence by cleaning it and throwing out all the rubbish. 
When Sri Krishna sees His potential residence in the 
home of a devotees pure heart where there is absolutely 
no anxiety then He will enter there. Anxiety is purely 
material and effects forgetfulness of the Lords Lotus 
Feet. It then fills up the entire heart and mind, so then 
where will there be space for the Lord to enter? 
Therefore, once you have surrendered yourself and 
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veryt ou have to the Lord through the auspices 
of Sri Aceoepaaa making certain to have completely 
renounced worry, lust, anger, pride and envy which 
constitute the rubbish of the heart, you will have 
purified the heart and be of Peaceful consciousness 
through that total surrender to Sri Krishna. The Lord is 
always pleased to see such a pure devotees heart and 
enters there, after which He grants the Grace of the 
experience of the Bliss of His Form.[2] 

Verse 3 

Our grace —filled Sri Acharyaji has instructed us in his 
“Navaratna” (The Nine Jewels) treatise not to worry 
about employing our time and wealth for our 
families.They are connected to the Lord through our 
surrender according to Sri Acharyajis guidance and so 
you should not have anxiety about their function 
being unconnected because it actually is.[3] 


Tika 

You might ask whether we should not be concerned 
about our activities or resources that are not directly 
and exclusively involved in our service to the Lord. 
Here Sri Harirayji instructs that Sri Acharyaji is most 
benevolent and has taught us in the “Navaratna” treatise 
[The Nine Jewels] that evenso we should not worry 
because with TOTAL surrender all becomes His. 
Therefore we should release the anxiety and simply 
focus on the quality and depth of the surrender of our 
hearts to the Lord.[3] 
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Verse 4 
According to the guiding scriptures, in this Age of Kali 


actual doer of any action is affected, In other 
oe mets affected by the [good or bad]deeds of society. 


ci] 
Tika 

If you consider the teachings of the Scriptures guiding 
our behaviour and obligations then you will see that in 
this Age of Struggle only the actual doer of an action is 
affected by its result. And in this Age you are not 
affected by the actions of society around you, which 
means ones relatives’ actions do not affect us. So, if they 
abandon the devotional Path or have taken shelter 
elsewhere you should teach them the right way and try 
to help them but still never worry about the result, 
knowing that they have made their own decision and 
will reap the fruits thereof themselves; this will not rub 
off on you or obstruct you.You should then proceed 
carefully on your own righteous Path [4] 


Versess/6 
When considering the 4 Yugas or distinct Ages, this 
present part of the Age of Struggle [Age of Kali] may be 
counted as the 5° Era [with the appearance of Sri 
Acharyaji]. Although Sri Acharyaji has advised us not 
to stay in the company of non-devotees you still just 
must reflect on will be the best and favourable course 
of action and proceed with caution regarding material 
circumstance. You should mentally renounce them but 
then abandon them only when the time is appropriate. 


15/6] 
> 
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Tika 
Other Yugas [the whole era comprising of 4 4, I 
always are made up of Satyayug, Tretayug, Dvaparayy 
and Kaliyug. But this present Kaliyug [Age of Stry, 8 
is considered very especially elevated and not Part of 
the Era of four Ages because it includes the Appearance 
of the Lords full manifestation in the form of 
Vallabhacharyaji. Sri Gusainji has written in his *Sapta. 
sloki “treatise [Work of 7 verses];” In order to Subdue 
the pride equal to that of an intoxicated elephant int 
to the Impersonalist Philosophies, Sri Vallabhacharyaji, 
the manifestation of Sri Thakurjis moon-king like Face, 
has appeared to shower down the very hard to obtain 
Nectar of the Lords Name. He reveals the core teachin, 
of the Vedas which is to serve Sri Radhavallabha [Sti 
Krishna, Sri Radhajis Beloved] and lovingly advises how 
to be worthy of such service. There is none equal to Sri 
Vallabhacharyaji in the present, future or past.” 

Ithas been written in one of the poems celebrating 
‘Sri Acaryajis appearance day- "This Ocean that has now. 
appeared has no precedent”. According to this senti- 
ment know that this Age of Kali in which we are now 
living has not been before and will not be repeated 
because here and now Sri Acharyaji established this Path 
of Grace. In this way it is different from all other Kali- 
yugs. His statement is to avoid the company of non- 
devotees [5] 

A lot of grief can still arise when you still have to 
beinhibited by your worldly contacts. But do not cause 
disturbance; remain firm but keep the mind aloof 
‘because when the time is right you can exit that situation 
and become established mind and body in the ways of 
service and remembrance appropriate to the Path of 
Grace. [6] 


i arise as to usage of the 
king’ Foes there is only one moon sO 
‘aki joons? 

ro an eae is that there are innu- 
iar  devoteeslincarnations of the Vedic 
a reefore who are SO many forms: of the Lords 
rT are the moons, and the Lord is thus the 
oe Lethe Acharyaji manifests from His Face, and 


pes ‘also called the king of moons. 


b] The Nectar of the Lords name is described as 
‘hard to obtain’ because in the Sri Yugalgita [Song in 
its of Verses Jof the Srimad Bhagavatam it is stated 
that Indra, Siva and even Brahma are not able to fathom 
His essential Form. 
¢] He is described as showering down this nectar 
of His name for, just as rainfall makes a seed begin to 
sprout, the nectar enters the heart through the ears and 
then the sprout of love begins to grow. 


] In the Sri Venugita of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
the Vraja Devotees sing” we know of no higher reward 
for those who have eyes” [than seeing Him] and this is 
the mood of the service mentioned here. 


¢] Also, why is it written here that there has never 
been a teacher like Sri Acharyaji when the Gopis are 
ene highest gurus? The answer given here 
eee time of the inundation of Vraja by Indra 
‘aja inhabitants called out to Sri Krishna for 
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protection instead of looking, fora way to protect Him, 
Their love was thus compromised and a shade wi orldly 
Itis this mostelevated type of love which Sri Achatyaj 
propulgates and it was not in those Gopis at that 
rticular time that it why this statement appears herp 
that there has never been a teacher such as himself] 


Verse 7 

If disease arises it takes time to cure it from its y, 
roots and so often this path is not followed;- if you 

to superficially supress that disease immediately it cay 
be supressed but it will arise again. In the same way if 
you try to get rid of a hindrance as soon as it arises 
that may work, but it will reappear. Therefore, 
gradually work on the removal of said hindrances from 
their very roots. [7] 

Tika 

When hindrances arise within your family and worldly 
life whilst you are still involved with them then you 
should face these but contemplate the way towards their 
renunciation. You should give them up gradually. If 
you immediately leave them then the problems can arise 
again in the same way that a superficially treated disease 
remanifests. Slowly and gradually renounce! - this is 
the way of a Vaishnava devotee. [7] 


Verse 8/9 
Do not harbour anxiety which is a product of your 
confused mind. Water leaks from all over a vessel that 
is filled with holes; in the same way life passes uselessly 
by without even being noticed by those buried ina 
mundane existence, An intelligent devotee delays not 
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ingle second in fixing their mind and heart at the Lotus 
Hae of Sri Krishna. [8/9] 


Tika 


Never ever waste time in useless worries. It is an activity 
ofaconfused mind; know this for certain. All the water 
drains froma vessel that is full of holes and in the same 
way the mind becomes clouded by worthless anxieties 
which prevent it from following a hallowed Path. Life 
ina human body is very exalted but worry wastes that 
a In the 11” canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam, King 
Janaka has stated “A human body is so hard to attain, 
and it canalso disintegrate in a single second. The sight 
ofa person devoted to the Lord is very rare.” 

Ifyou have attained human birth and surrendered 
to the Lord then you will definitely receive the devo- 
tional reward. However the embodied soul worries 
uselessly and in that confusion gets dragged into the 
mundane realm. [8] 

Keeping this statement in mind, also forever be 
aware that the life span of such a human birth is 
constantly diminishing. Then comes the realisation "this 
family situation brings me the disadvantage of close 
contact with souls who are turned away from the Lord. 
They always obstruct the Path to the Divine.” So these 
kinds of obstructions should immediately be dispelled 
without a seconds delay. Who knows when this body 
will die? 

Inthe?” canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam Prahladji 
teaches his fellow students” O, youthful friends! This 
righteous Path of devotion should be initiated even in 
this young age. The human body is hard enough to 
attain, and who knows when it will be destroyed? 


— 
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‘Therefore start your righteous devotional path from 
childhood onwards”. 

With this thought in mind you will find that home 
and family present as obstructions to be immediately 
renounced. Not a moment should be wasted, for the 
grind can get turned away and go back into worldliness, 
Better then to renounce them straight away. After 
renouncing these obstacles establish your heart ang 
mind skillfully at the Lotus Feet of Sri Krishna, 
‘Advocates of the Path of Knowledge and of the Path of 
Lawful limitation also have devotion to the Lords feet, 
this is why [have used the term “Skillfully” and this 
means that you should follow the inner ways of the Path 
of Grace and serve Sri Krishna with every sense, your 
body, mind; everything—offer them all at His Lotus 
Feet [9] 

Verses 10/11/12 
The body is material and therefore impermanent. 
[10] Identification with the body is through ignorance, 
and the mundane realm that ensues is based on", me 
and mine“and allconnections and relationships within 
itare false.[11] An expert Devotee should not have any 
regard for the grief engendered by such relationship, and 
should simply take refuge in Sri Hari for the removal 
ofall such obstacles[12]. 
Tika 

O, when will my mind adhere exclusively to Sri Hans 
Lotus Feet? Knowing the body to be temporary do not 
Jet your mind be attached to its pampering—i 
serve the Lord with your body and wealth. Know the 
body to be impermanent and the righteous path of the 


— 
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soul is to serve the Lord, aware that the body 
will one day destruct.[10] 
The soul is not really related to the body, never v 
and never will be. From the beginning of time the soul 
has revolved through 8,400,000 different births to n 
of which was it ever related. For the body is a tempora: 
creation consisting of the five elements which are 
basically material and when the foundation is material 
so will its actions be. But the soul is of a singular 
unbroken essence which cannot be burnt by fire or 
pierced by weapons and is thus eternal. We only identify 
with the body due to ignorance and then get pulled in 
to the “I, me mine” concept. The whole world is thus 
bound, but this relationship with the mundane plane is 
false although we become influenced by this ignorance 
which leads to such possessiveness. [11] 

Therefore know this connection to the material 
realm to be false and do not allow your mind to be 
involved too deeply in it. The most accomplished 
devotees know these worldly conections to be inferior 
and simply take refuge in Sri Hari{Sri Krishna, the 
remover of all obstacles]as the solution to achieving the 
reduction of such obstacles. Wherever there is selfish 
desire and egotistical possessiveness the wise devotee 
takes refuge in the Lord and surrenders everything they 
have to Him. In this very way ALL obstacles dissolve. 
Inthe 9 canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam the Lord says 
to Durvasa” How could I ever abandon my devotee who 
surrenders their spouse, home, children, associates, life 
breath, wealth and everything else within their realm 
toMe?" Inthe 11” cantotheSage : 
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you should consecrate ital as an offering to the Suprem, 
yor”. Again, in the 10” canto, it is stated” Offer you 
faith, charity, mantra recitations, austerities, fasts, and 
whatever is dear to you—spouse, home, offspring ang 
life breath, to the Lord alone” There are many othe; 
statements to this effect so therefore, according to this 
Path of Graceas established by Sri Vallabhacharyaji, yoy, 
should offer everything to the Lord and take singular 
refuge in Him alone. [12] 
Verse 13 
The Lord cannot tolerate any sadness in His devotees 
and so will immediately remove the obstructions facing 
those truly surrendered to Him. For it is the promise of 
Sri Acharyaji that the Lord will protect such souls when 
they find themselves too weak to make things work by 
themselves. [13] 
Tika 

Here it has been stated that you should dedicate 
everything to the Lord starting with your spouse and 
children, and surrender totally to the Lord in order to 
achieve the removal of obstructions to your devotional 
life However there still remain the problems of 
admonishment by family members or your societal 
group, being isolated and alone, illness and incapacity, 
financial loss, bad eyesight or broken limbs, govern- 
mental punishment, lack of food and drink and being 
isolated with no-one to help. So, doubt may arise, but 
Sri Harirayji teaches here that when a devotee of the 
Lord leaves everything for His sake and tolerates all 
difficulties the Lord actually cannot bear to see His 
devotee in such pain and straight away removes the 
offending obstacles. 


_ 
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In his treatise “Vivekadhairyasraya” (Wisdom, 
nce and Refuge], Sri Acharyaji has written”— 
» {n situations where you are powerless, take refuge in 
Mari” Whether you are weak or powerful, always 
Sei Hat Gri Har” lif you cannot handle the situation, 
retard will protect you, because surrender perfects 
ee hing]If you truly and in every way depend on 
sil asi then He will protect you in every way too. For 
example the devoted Prahladji tolerated so much grief 
through full faith in his Lord Who then removed all his 
difficulties and kept him safe. Above all other practices 
simply develop firm faith in and surrender to the Lord. 
Inthe Srimad Bhagavat Gitaji the Lord says to Arjuna” 
Leave all other paths and simply surrender unto Me 
Do not worry for I will liberate you from all sinful 
reactions”. The Lord looks after those who truly 
surrender to Him. 

Sri Acharyaji has written in his “Bhaktivardhini” 
[How to increase Devotion] treatise;” Living in isolation 
can also generate difficulties, but Sri Hari will protect 
you, of this there is no doubt.” 

Whether you live in isolation or within the home 
obstacles can arise but the Lord will definitely defend 
you fromall of these. So, do not doubt and simply take 
full refuge in the Lord. [13] 


Verse 14 


You should make your best efforts to rid yourself of 
any obstacle on your devotional path. If your spouse 
and offspring are opposed to your path then you should 
leave them. Sri Acharyaji has written in his “Nibandha”’ 
— "If your family are neutral in regards to your service 
to the Lord then serve by yourself, but if they oppose it, 
leave that home,” [14] 


Oe 
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Tika 
is way Vaishnava devotees should ; 
eae (oSriHari whereby all obstacles are Strive to 
Be mindful of renouncing such obstacles. fany fave! 
member, be it spouse, son, mother or father, is ly 
opposed to your service to the Lord then You must le, ly 
them. If this is not possibe then make your service Ve 
yourself and give them the remaining offered foodstuf, 
and cloth and nourish them thereby. However, if. 
of them are actively restricting you then give them. 
For the Lord is related to your soul birth after Bi 
whilst your relationship with these others lasts ae 
long as does this body, and ends with its death. Boat 
compromise your souls relationship to the Lord for the 
sake of worldly relations [14] 


Verse 15 


Sri Hari protects all His devotees especially the weak 
ones; He cares for them and will continue to do so, (15) 


Tika 


Sri Hari, Remover of all sorrows, is the eternal protector 
of the embodied souls who are in a state of weakness; 
He always has been and will contiue to be so. He does 
not forget His devotees in the past present nor future. 
In his treatise “Sanyasanirnaya” {Conclusions on 
Renunciation] Sri Acharyaji has stated “A mother 
breastfeeds her child with great affection; no mother 
would neglect this action” A mother protects her child 
at every moment. In the same way it would be 
unthinkable that the Lord would not protect His 
devotees. Know that He is always concerned for His 
devotees’ welfare. [15] 


—— 
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Verse 16 


we need to worry about when the Lord whom 
Wie reigns like a concerned father? Through His 
race -filled nature the Lord never neglects those who 
take full and certain shelter in Him. [16] 


Tika 

What does a devotee on the Path of Grace ever have to 
worry about? Especially when Sri Acharyaji and Sri 
Krishna, both of whom constitute the Absolute Wealth, 
reign above their heads? [are the recipients of their 
servce] When a concerned father is present what has a 
child to worry about? That is just a mundane example, 
but Sri Krishna is the Lord of all Lords and totally 
powerful, and He is the object of the service within the 
Path of Grace, always showering his devotees with the 
Grace-filled essence of love. Therefore such devotes 
should never worry for themselves but simply concrete 
their surrender and refuge in the Beloved Lord. [16] 


Verses 17/18 
Those who have perfect surrender to Sri Mahaprabhuji 
have absolutely no cause to worry atall. Therefore, sur- 
render to his lotus feet. [17] Then such devotees need 
only to concern themselves with their service to the Lord 
and the continuance of their perfected surender. [13] 

Tika 
A devotee who has taken shelter ai 


and received the 
busi 


i has written in his 


haryaji has taught us this 
sharanam mame 


ri Krishna 
So we need have no concern 
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rid or the next”. From this and other state, 

this Njear that a devotee on this Path of Gua ts 
need for anxiety. 71 ; as 

Some might interpret this to mean that if one g 
not be concerned with anything then this could me; 
to not bother with their appropriate devotion, 
practices. The mind is already fickle and the teachin, 7 
P not worry about anything so perhaps they would He 
not bother with their righteous path. Then what? Whe mn 
such a doubt arises the principle is that they definitel, 
should be concerned about the quality of their servi, 
to the Lord whilst paying no heed to any worldly or 
religious reward or even their own upliftment. The 
matchless fruit of the Path of Grace cannot be attained 
without service to the Lord, so one should simply be 
focused with every concern on the mode and qualityof 
such service. One should also always be engaged jn 
researching ways to improve ones surrender to Srj 
Krishna thinking “I had forgotten my Lord for so so 
many births and now I have renewed my relationship 
with Him through the Grace of Sri Acharyaji. I have 
reestablished my status as His servant, so now what 
are my duties? loffer everything to the Lord. Nothing 
is mine, everything is His, this surrender is my 
dedication”. [18] 


Verse 19 

Sri Acharyafi has written in his “Navaratna” [the Nine 
Jewels treatise;” Sri Krishna will not grant you ease 
of mind in your worldly and scriptural involvements”, 
Always remember this statement. So, devotees who live 
for the sake of serving the Lord must immediately rid 
their hearts of all anxiety, [19] 


a 
4 
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Tika 
; 5 now explains that Sri Vallabhacharyaji has 
Laat dahis DNedtacald” (The Nine Jewels} treatise?” 
Gri Krishna does not allow his devotees to become 
meshed in worldly or religious matters.” If they 
should ignorantly get involved then the Lord grants 
them no success there, and they then give up that 
concern and turn their minds to praising the Lord with 
the realisation that “My Lord knew this would not be 
an appropriate avenue for me so He has not granted 
me success.” Thus they do not worry or have anxiety 
about what will happen next. Instead they praise His 
action and simply focus on His glories, recognising that 
the Lord is always working in their favour. 

Sri Acharyajis disciple Santadas is an example of 
this. He used to be a wealthy man but then lost 
everything and survived ona total wealth of 20 rupees 
by only ever spending 2 and a half paise. One day 
Narayandas offered him a gift of a hundred gold coins 
but Santadas refused them saying that he would rather 
live according to the Lords wish. In this way a devotee 
should see everything as the Lords Grace. [19] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 36 


LETTER : 37 - [8 Verses] 


“CONSIDERING N! ISSADHANTA[DEVOID 
OF QUALITIES AND PRACTICES” 


Translators introduction- 


In this very useful 37th letter Sri Harirayji, in his great 
humility, declares himself to be devoid of qualities and 
practices of the Path of Graceand then each one of these 
is clarified, When anxiety has been relinquished accor- 
ding to the previous letter one can realize a state of true 
humility in an established mood of not only ones total 
lack of devotional qualities and actions through which 
to please the Lord, but also the lack of conceit to think 
that such and such a practice can win his favour. This 
state is known as"Nissadhanta”, literally “devoid of 
means” or “without accomplishment” and is true 
devotional humility. It is the absolute key to the Path of 
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INDEX 
ASRAYA[REFUGE] DEFINED 
ADHERENCE TO PATH OF GRACE AND 
SRI ACARYAJIS TEACHINGS, FAITH AND 
RESPECT FOR THE LORD AS DEVOTIONAL 
(QUALITIES 
AJAMIL AND PUTANA AS EXAMPLES 
CATAKA BIRD AS EXAMPLE OF FAITH 
CITTASVAMI AS EXAMPLE 
DEVOTEE SHOULD REVIEW LACK DAILY OF 
SPIRITUAL APTITUDE 
FALSE ATTACHMENT 
FOCUS ON SRI HARI MUST BE CONSTANT AND 
TOTAL WHETHER EMPLOYED OR 
UNEMPLOYED : 
GOOD ASSOCIATION LEADSTO DEVOTIONAL REWARD 2 
HYPOCRISY,DECEIT AND JEALOUSY 
PREVENT DEVOTION - r 
IMPURITY OF THE PRESENT AGE 4 
LORD REWARDS NISSADHANTA. ue 
LOVE ATTACHMENT AND ADDICTION AS 
3.STAGES OF DEVOTION 3 
LORD ENTERS HEART OF AND GRACES THOSE 
‘WHO THUS REACH THIS STATE OF 
NISSADHANTA 8/1 
LOVE FOR LORD, SEEING HIM EVERYWHERE, 
HUMILITY, NISSADHANTA EXPLAINED 
OBSTRUCTIONS ENUMERATED 
PRIDE MUST BE FOREGONE 
PROTECT YOUR DEVOTION 
PURITY OF PATH OF GRACE 5 
REALIZING LORDS GREATNESS LEADS TO LOVE 
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REFUGE AND SHELTER IN LORD ALONE 
PERFECT DEVOTION 
SEPARATION FROM LORD WHEN EXPERIENCED 
BRINGS HUMILITY 
SERVICE TO THE LORD THRU BODY AND 
WEALTH [TANUJA AND VITTAJA] ARE NECESSITY 
SPEECH AND SIGHT NEED TO BE PURE 
WISDOMIVIVEK] PERSEVERANCE 
[DHAIRYA] AND DEVOTION 
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INTRODUCTION 


This 37” Letter explains how one should be constantly 
aware of and thereby evoke the state of humility within 
devotion that is known as “nissadhanta”. [that is, 
recognising that in reality, one has no practice or means 
with which to win over the Lord and that one must be 
essentially humble]. It has been stated above that one 
should never worry and that when you are devotionally 
humble you will attain the best devotional reward. This 
chapter describes how to cultivate such an attitude. 


Verse 1 
I do not have pure sentiment towards the Lord. I do 
not feel His presence everywhere. I have no humility 
nor readiness to follow Sri Acharyajis instructions, I 
do not really believe in the Path of Grace and have no 
respect for the Lord. [Thus am devoid of means to reach 
Him. In this state, what will the Lord do with me? ] 
This is the appropriate mode of mental rumination. [1] 


Tika 

Sri Harirayji now writes that when a devotee reaches 

this state of humility in devotion,then the Lord will 
definitely reward them;— 

{Now are listed 32 different ways in which the 

humble devotee recognizes their state of nissadhanta] 


“T know that ones love for the Lord should be pure 
and this would gain His blessings, but I do not have 
this pure love. 

In fact my mind is full of hypocrisy, deceit, jealousy 
and other foul emotions. [1°] 
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Ido not feel the Lords presence everywhere Sri 
acharyaii has written in his “Catusloki [Four verses 
Instruction];” The Lord of Vraja Sri Krishna is to be 
MS shipped at all times and with every last one of your 
ae feelings of love”. I am unable to follow these 
instructions and fail to serve Him in this way. I might 
do it with my body but my mind and senses are not 
engaged therein. Even if I think about it my body and 
actions do not follow suit and my mind, speech, actions 
are not entirely dedicated.[2" ] 

Even if I cant do any of these I should at least be 
humble whereby the Lord will be pleased. Sri Gusainji 
has written in his “Vignapti” treatise; “Our Sri Acharyaji 
has advised us in his Nibandha that the single way to 

lease the Lord is with humility.” But I do not have 
such humility. [3° ] 

Lam also incapable of following Sri Acharyajis 
instructions to please the Lord through my adherence 
to the ways of this Path of Grace as gleaned from his 
writings|4 

This Path of Grace names the cataka bird as the 
supreme example of total faith, and faith is essential to 
eae our dharma, but I am devoid of such faith. 

E) 

Talso lack the respect and the most elevated kind 
of love for Him that keeps the mind exclusively riveted 
upon Him|6"] 

Verse 2 
1 do not have good association, established service to 


the Lord, remembrance of my dedication to Him, 
ae wisdom, patience nor total refuge in Him. 
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Tike 
Even if Ihave none of these qualities, if were to have 
good associaton with accomplished devotees on the 
Bath of Grace then I could still know the, fruit of this 


"As the result of such good association the mind 
would be applied to serving the Lord 24 hours a day 
from which the state of absorption into the Lords service 
with ones mind, heart and consciousness can arise and 
hich is the perfect reward of this Path. I find myself 
unable to serve the Lord with my body and mind let 
alone with my consciousness and innermost heart , a 
state whichis very difficult to attain. In this Path service 
is the be all and end all. Ifa Brahmin does not recite his 
Gayatri Mantra then his Brahminhood dissolves and if 
a Vaishnava devotee does not serve the Lord then their 

. status as a devoted servant of the Lord also dissolves. | 
do not have it in me to serve the Lordl8"] 

In this Path of Grace the devotee needs to examine 
their quality of surrender and dedication. In his 
“Navaratna” {The Nine Jewels|treatise Sri Acharyaji has 
taught;” You should repeatedly remember your 
surrender and dedication to the Lord in the company 
of accomplished devotees”. Ihave neither the company 
of such devotees nor do! recall my dedication|9"] 

The ultimate practice is to fix the mind in the state 
of exclusive refuge to the Lord. Sri Acharyaji has taught 
in his “Vivekadhairyaasraya” [Wisdom Perserverance 
and Refugeltreatise;” In the weakened state know that 
Sri Hari is everything and so perfection arises from 
taking firm shelter in Him”. I do not have such firm 
refuge in Sri Krishna, (10"] 
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One should have discriminative wisdom. Again, 
Sri Acharyaji has written in his “Vivekadhairyaasraya” 

tise—"True wisdom is the understanding that Sri 
a will accomplish everything according to His own 
and His devotees’ wish. Thus a Vaishnava devotee 
should always cultivate the mind-set that it is Sri Hari 
Who achieves everything, and not the embodied soul.I 
do not have this mind-set [11°] 


[ Note attached to this part of the verse which 
explains Sri Krishnas title of Sri Hari. In the Mahabharat 
itis written “I take away the sins and sadnesses of those 
souls who remember Me. | also take away my share in 
sacrificial rituals and my favourite colour is green— 
hara—and so I am called Sri Hari” 

The root of all wisdom therefore is that when Sri 
Krishna is known as Sri Hari it is because He removes 
the devotees’sorrows,] 


A devotee should be tolerant of both joy and 
sorrow. Sri Acaryaji has stated in his “Viveka- 
dhairyaasraya” treatise;” Perserverance is being able to 
equanimically tolerate all types of difficulties, of 
mundane, spiritual and divine origin, until death itself 
comes. The examples of such tolerance are buttermilk, 
King Bharata , the Gopis and the Gopas wife mentioned 
inthe story told by Sri Gokulotsavaji. An embodied soul 
must cultivate a realistic and detached attitude to the 
body. When a devotee is able to Perservere in the face 
of all these types of difficulties then the Lord becomes 
Pleased. One should have the same rock-steady 
tolerance as the reat devotee Prahaladji. [do not have 
this find of forebearance in me12°] 


— 
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{There is a note here to explain the above mentioned 
five examples of perserverance— 


When buttermilk is churned the butter, its: 
extracted, but the buttermilk itself tolerates this ang 
remains unaffected. In the same way you should 
perform actions for as long as your body exists byt 
without any attachment to your body or your temporary 
relations|1] 

Jadabharatji was taken in front of the goddess 
Bhadrakali to be slaughtered, He remained resigned to 
his fate and was not phased by the situation because of 
his full faith. As a result the goddess appeared from, 
within her deity and killed those w{ho were forcing 
Jadabharat to be sacrificed. (2) 

‘The Gopis of Vraja had no attachment at all to their 
worldly or religious status and tolerated patiently the 
terrible pangs of separation from the Lord{3] 

‘The Gopas wife mentioned above was kidnay 
bya king, She killed him to return to her husband whom 
she found bitten by a snake, so she left that place and 
became a prostitute. She slept with a man who turned 
‘out to be her son, and then fell into his funeral fire. 
Returning as the wife of a cowherd she realized that 
crying over spilt milk was a waste of time. [4] 

Weare bound to the material body through feelings 
of I, me and mine Until these ties are broken then the 
‘only way to only attain the final reward is tolerance 
and perserverance[5] end of notes) 


‘Shelter in Sri Hari is described by Sri Acharyajiin 


his jaasraya” treatise—"In this world and 
the next always resort to Sri Hari. In grief, loss,sin, fear, 
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thenon-fulfilment of desire, when you have bad feelings 

other devotees or if there are no devotees 
around, if devotees oppose you and each other, whether 
you areina powerful or powerless situation—in all such 
‘states let Sri Hari be your only refuge.” 

This way of refuge is also shown in Sri Acharyajis” 
Sri Krishnasraya” treatise {Refuge in Krishna]; 
*{ beseech You, Sri Krishna Who uplifts those who have 
taken shelter in You” When you surrender totally to Sri 
Krishna then He will uplift you. In the Srimad Bhagavad 
Gitaji the Lord tells Arjuna “Leave all other paths and 
simply surrender to Me alone. Do not worry, for I will 
liberate you from all sinful activities” 

This type of surrender surely invites the Lords 
Grace. I do not have such surrender in me. {13th} 


Verse 3 
1am in no way inspired by the Lords greatness, and I 
have no love in me, so what to speak of nurturing 
attachment or addiction for Him? [3] 
Tika 
You can develop love for the Lord when His greatness 
inspires the heart.. Through the power of His Grace the 
to the simple and innocent ‘nissadhan’ [see intro] 
devotees of Vraja— the cows and the cowherd maidens. 
He liberated the sinful Ajamil just because he called 
out to his son whose name was synonymous with the 
Lords, at the time of death. By slaying the demoness 
Putana, the embodiment of ignorance, He enlightened 
His devotees in one fell swoop. In this Path of Grace 
beings who are normally considered inferior in gender 
| and caste are uplifted by Sri Acharyaji, by the tiniest 


os 
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receipt of whose glance all the devotees’ activities 4 
purified. Knowing this, what fear can I Possibly have 
But this realization of His Greatness and power I 4 
not have (14 ] 

One really sure way of pleasing the Lord is to 
cultivate love in the innermost heart. There is a Process 
which progresses through loving affection for Him, then, 
attachment followed by addiction to Him. When this 
occurs you will experence Him. Ido not have any love 
for Sri Krishnas Lotus Feet let alone attachment or 
addiction. When do love, attachment and addiction 
occur? Sri Acaryaji explains in his “Trividhanamayajj 
treatise (Three types of Names]—"When you read of 
and recite Sri Krishnas childhood pastimes you develop 
love for Him. When you recite his youthful pastimes 
you become attached to Him and when you reach to 
where you recite His kingly pastimes you will have 
developed addiction to His Lotus Feet. Therefore 
anyone who wishes to cultivate devoton should thus 
recite all of His names and pastimes.” 

From this 1 know that I should apply my mind 
and heart to such recitation whereby I could definitely 
attain the reward of Grace-filled devotion. In his 
“Bhaktivardhini” treatise [How to increase Devotion} 
—"The scriptures pronounce the seed of devotion to be 
sown when there is love, attachment and addiction, I 
have not even any love for the Lord in the heart”. [15°] 

Thus! donot have any attachment to His Feet [16°] 

And so I cannot even really speak of reaching the 
level of addiction to His Feet, or any other worthy 
feelings. (17°) 13) 
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Verse 4 

have entrance into the Devotional Path, nor 
pave Lary position within the Path of Righteous duty. 
[donot havea pure attitude to Holy Places and because 
ofthe impurity of the times 1am living in, nor do Ihave 
seriptural propriety. 44] 

Tika 

This Path of Grace is the most elevated, and I cannot 
enter therein. Even Brahma and Siva do not achieve 
entrance into Sri Acharyajis Path of Grace. Gopladas 
has sung “Not everyone can attain entrance into Sri 
‘Acharyajis Path”. Thus I know this Path to very pure 
and there is no quality within me that might grant me 
access therein as I am full of preventative faults. {18th} 

[also do not have any status within the Path of 
Righteous duty on the mundane plane. I know that the 
Path of devotion is very very elevated and spiritual and 
Icannot therefore enter there, so I should at least have 
some situation in the realm of worldly matters. | do not 
however have any status there or even in my home| 19th] 

Ido not surrender to the purity of Holy places. So 
many embodied souls serve those Holy Places of 

ge like Varanasi [Kashi], Prayag, and Vraja, but 
Ido not. [20th] 

The Vedic [scriptural] Path is impossible to follow 
because of the impurity of the Age we live in. These 
scriptures speak of the rewards of heaven to those who 
perform uplifted and appropriate activity, but in this 
Age of Struggle even these are out of reach. In his treatise 
“Sanyasa Nirnaya” [Conclusions on Renunciation] Sri 

ji teaches;” This situation arises because of this 
Ageoflmpurity”, and in his “Sri Krishnasraya” [Refuge 


"a 


do not 
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in Krishna] treatise he tells us;” Most of the Paths of 
proper action and fasts and vows etc have been 
destroyed. The most efforts put in are on the Path of 
Hypocrisy. My only way is to follow Sri Krishna.” So, 
in this Age of Kali, even the Path of lawful limitations 
is non-functional. Therefore I have no position in any 
such scriptural activity [21st] [4] 


Verse 5 


I am not: free from the need to engage in gainful 
employment, and whilst I am thus engaged I do not 
remember Sri Hari. I am not capable of the degree of 
renunciation necessary for making proper service to the 
Lord and thus I cannot attain that state of mental 
independence which results from keeping the mind under 
such control [5] 


. ‘Tika 

Ihave not yet reached the stage where I do not have to 
engage in gainful employment. Sri Acharyaji teaches in 
his “Bhaktivardhini” treatise [The Way to increase 
Devotion]; “When you are free from worldly engage- 
ment then worship Sri Krishna through service, listening 
to His pastimes and singing His praises” If I were free | 
could thus serve Him, but I am not [22°] 

Even whilst engaged one should keep the mind 
fixed on Sri Krishna. Again in his “Bhaktivardhini” Sri 
Acaryaji teaches-” Even when engaged in worldly 
activities make an effort to always focus your heart on 
Sri Krishna and try to simultaneously listen to His 
pastimes “ An example of this is the devotee Santdasji 
who sold small coins fora living but whilst doing so he 
absorbed his mind in his beloved and spoke to noone. 
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find yet unable to keep my mind thus fixed on the 
. (23 

pet order to suitably serve the Lord I should be able 
torid my mind of bodily, sensual, worldly and scriptural 
considerations, but I am not. Without this degree of 
renunciation how can I properly serve my Lord? Sri 
Acharyaji has taught in his “Sevaphalam” treatise 
[Rewards of Service]—"Anxiety, obstructions and 
sensual enjoyment are the three main things that hinder 
service. 


Note-there are 2 types of obstructions;- the first is 
normal and the second are put up by the Lord Himself. 
‘One can make efforts to rid oneself of the first kind as 
far as possible. There are also 2 types of sensual 
enjoyment;- worldly and spiritual. the 1", worldly, must 
be renounced and the 2°, spiritual, is the Supreme 
reward . 

Then in the same text “You should rid yourself of 
any activity that presents an obstacle[between youand 
your service to the Lord]. Among these worldly, sensual 
enjoymentis a singularly very strong obstacle” Anxiety, 
obstructions and sensual enjoyment, asa Prime example 
eating and drinking very fine foodstuffs just for ones 
own selfish enjoyment, should thus be renounced for 
the sake of serving the Lord. I do not have such 
renunciation in me. [24th] 

Thus I have no spiritual independence because I 
am in the grips of the senses having not been able to 
renounce selfish sensual enjoyment; independence is a 
far cry forme. Itis thus to be understood that one should 
Sain independence by withdrawing ones mind fromall 
other directions, worldly and scriptural etc, and simply 
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take refuge in the Lords Feet. I have not thus 
surrendered. [25th] [5] 


Verse 6 


The feeling of separation from Sri Krishna has not 
arisen within me. I have not controlled my speech nor 
my mind, I am not able to keep a neutral attitude 
towards non-devotees and I am not able to detach 
myself from too much involvement in my worldly 
homel[6] 


‘Tika 


I have not realized the state of separation from Sri 
Krishna. I know this because such realization leads to 
complete removal from worldly and scriptural involve- 
ments. And it also brings humility. In the Rasa- 
pancadhyayi [5 chapters of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
regarding the meetings of Sri Krishna with the Gopis] 
the Lord makes Himself disappear. The devotees there 
present were humbled and began to lament "Where are 
You, our Lord, Supreme Enjoyer, where are You with 
Your strong arms, O, friend, we are Your servants, 
please show Yourself to us. “These Gopis then began to 
cry through humility. Seeing this the Lord reappeared. 
From this we learn that the best reward of this Path of 
Grace is the anguish of separation. | do not have any 
such sentiment of separation in me. [26 ] 

Neither do I have any control over my speech or 
my eyes. The Srimad Bhagavatam states “Eyes that are 
not used to behold the Lords features are uselessly 
unseeing like the eyes on a peacock feather. Anda 
tongue that does not sing the Lords praises uselessly 
prattles like that of a frog.” Both of these organs can 
become great obstacles to devotion. If the tongue isnot 


—— St 
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n it remains guilty of offensive speech, 
ores are only Kisedlits see the faults of eas 
Ke the heart becomes impure. Thus their control is 
Conte and I do not have such control. [27] 

It is important to be indifferent to those who are 
not devotees but affectionate to those who are because 
their company can certainly guide one to the highest 
devotional reward. I have neither affection towards the 
great devotees nor indifference towards the non- 
devotees so how will I ever get absorbed in the 
principles of the Path? [28 ] Bs 

Jamalso very attached to my activities within my 
worldly home which in itself is a great obstacle to 
devotion. Sri Acharyaji has warned us over and over 
again in his teachings against the faults that can arise 
from such attachment. It is also mentioned in so many 
places within the Srimad Bhagavatam that such strong 
attachment to the mundane home and worldly activities 
renders devotion hard to attain. Therefore non-attach- 
ment is essential, and I do have this, being so attached 
as Iam. [29th] [6] 


Verses 7/8 

Iam not at all free from egotism and pride, I do not 
embrace my devotional Path from all sides. I have not 
renounced involvement in other paths. I am a store- 
house of all the faults listed above and devoid of all 
good qualities. What will my Lord Sri Krishna do with 
me? It is in this very way that a devotee should 
cultivate humility and the recognition of their lack of 
spiritual means to please the Lord. [7/8] 
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Tika 


Egotistical pride is a huge obstacle to the path of 
devotion. In his “Vivekadhairyaasraya” treatise 
{Wisdom, Perserverance and Refuge] Sri Acharyaji has 
stated; “Depending on the Lord alone give up false 
pride” If you pridefully consider yourself independent 
you lose the righteous way of humble servitude, 4 
servant of the Lord knows Sri Krishna to be their One 
and Only and depends entirely on Him. But 1am full of 

(30) 

a A devotee of the Path of Grace should totally 
embrace their path and follow it with firm resolution. 
There is an account of how Birbal [a minister of the 
emperors courtjasked Chitasvami [the Poet disciple of 
Sri GusainjiJ; You have sung of Sri Gusainji as being 
‘one with Sri Krishna, If the emperor hears this how will 
you reply to justify the statement?” Sri Chitasvami 
immediately rebuked him-” You are a barbarian and 
from today onwards J will never look at your face 
again”. Leaving behind all the Emperors gifts he left 
that place. In this way one must protect ones own 
heartfelt beliefs and loyalties, including protecting them 
from lust, anger, pride and envy. I however do not 
‘embrace my Path in this manner [31"} 

Adherence to any other path is an obstacle to those 
pears voce bee Lave not yt give 
up my dalliance in other ways. (32 |. 

‘These are the 32 types of impurity with which lam 
replete. So, Oh, my Lord Sri Krishna, you are my Lord 
and Master, now what will You do with me? Will you 
renounce me or accept me? I have no clue what You 
will do 17) 
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Gri Harirayji now states” I am the abode of all these 

listed 32 types of impurity, and actually [am an 

ocean of countless faults. I have no good qualities to 
speak of, so, now O Lord, what will You do with me? 

One should thus regularly contemplate ones own 

and develop humility. When the Lord sees a 

humble devotional attitude He becomes filled with 

passion, enters that heart and grants that devotee 


com 
the direct experience of His presence. [8] 
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LETTER : 38 - [19 Verses] 


“THOUGHTS ON THE LORDS EXTENDED 
ETERNAL REALM” 


Translators introduction- 


This letter is a mine of information about Sri Krishnas 
diverse manifestations and pastimes and the terms 
describing them. It re-iterates that a devotee on the Path 
of Grace should always servethe Vrindavana Sri Krishna 
with body and wealth, keep His remembrance in the 
company of other Vaishnava devotees and dedicate 
oneself to Sri Acharyaji. 


Shiksha Paty 


INDEX 


‘AKSHAR/VAIKUNTHA/LAKSHMIACCORDING TO 
THE PATH OF GRACE ae 
BHU BHAAR HARANA-REMOVER OF WORLDS 
BURDENS-IS PARTIAL MANIFESTATION 


INTRO, ps 
FOUR APPEARANCE DAYS CELEBRATED IN 
PUSTIMARAG 1a 


FULL MANIFESTATION IN VRAJA IS REPLETE 
WITH LOVING SENTIMENT AND RESPONDS 


ONLY TO DEVOTION INTRO, ps 
NECTAR KRISHNA, SRI YAMUNAJI, GOPIS, AND 

SRISVAMINIJI IN VRINDAVAN PASTIMES 1RA 
ORIGINAL AND PARTIAL FORM 5/6 
PARTIAL MANIFESTATIONS SIX 6/7 
PARTIAL MANIFESTATIONS OF SRI KRISHNA 

INTRO, 12/3 
PASTIMES INTRO, 6 1/2/3/10/1/12/13 
PRAMAAN, PRAMEYA, SAADHANA AND 

PHAL, CLASSIFICATIONS 2/3 
QUALITIES OF DEVOTION TO VRINDAVAN 

‘SRI KRISHNA 16/17/18/19 


RAMAAVAIKUNTHA-LAKSHMIJIS REALM. 
INTRO SRI KRISHNA IN VRINDAVAN AND. 


MATHURA-DIFFERENT 3/4/6/10/11/12 
SRI KRISHNA OF THE BHAGAVAD GITA DESCRIBED 1/2/3 
SRI KRISHNAS BIRTH AND PARENTS 1/2/3 
SRI KRISHNAS BLISS FILLED FORM 14/15 
TANUJA AND VITTAJA SEVA 

{SERVING WITH BODY AND WEALTH] 14/15 


VYAPIVAIKUNTHA-EXTENDED ETERNAL 
REALM—INTRO VYUHAS,FOUR 6/7 


509 


shiksha Patra 


INTRODUCTION 


i538" letter of Instruction explains to us how the Lord 
fests in His various realms. In His expanded eternal 
te n [Vyapi ‘Vaikuntha] He manifests in His Pure- 
Ae ee tn Ramavaikuntha, Laxmijis heaven, He 
tna partially in the various Forms of His powers. 
a foundationlin essence andactivity] 


isthe 

aan manifestations cannot be attained by 

nyone, and in the same way the Supreme Lord Who is 
2 younded by these partial manifestations cannot be 
sir by anyone who is not a devotee: Sx Hari is 
replete with Divine loving sentiments and engages in 
pastimes of loving reciprocation and no other activity. 
itis His partial manifestations that deal with alleviating 
the Earth’s burdens and other such works. In Vraja He 
manifests as the source of all devotional paths and 
without any lawful limitation, and in Mathura He 
manifests within the limitations of righteous expecta- 
tions Heonly reveals His highest pastimes, full of pure 
Bliss, such as His appearance as a child, in Vraja, and 
these are described as full of His loving mellows and 
very secretly intimate. Keep your innermost heart fixed 
in this original Sri Krishna, the source of all such 


pastimes. 
fnote]—In Vraja when playing as a child the 


Supreme Lord has to obey His devotees! Hence the 
standard limitations are disregarded. 


For the perfection of service to the Lord within this 
Path serve Him with your body and wealth. Enquire 
deeply into the true nature of surrender in the company 
of accomplished devotees. Have inchii 
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for Sri Acharyaji who has taught us this Path of Grace 
and unswerving faith in the Path, through which 
perfection will be reached, When youemulate the ways 
described in the previous verse-recognizing your own 
faults and your lack of means - and thus become humble, 
then whatare the duties of a striving devotee? This will 


now be revealed. 
In Vraja the Supreme Lord Sri Krishna is full of the 


nectar of loving Bliss and always plays with His 
devotees. If you experience this Sri Krishna it is the 
highest devotional reward and all other perfections 
follow. 
Verses 1/2/3 

What is that Sri Krishna like? He is full of nectar, 
always surrounded by the Gopis in the forest of 
Vrindavan on the banks of the Yamunaji river. [1] He 
is always absorbed in the enjoyment of music and song, 
superior to the finite and the infinite, attainable through 
the love of His devotees alone, of all-encompassing 
renown and He is the Supreme Person. [2] Fix your 
intelligence in this Sri Krishna as described in these 
verses. His incarnations that appear on earth like His 
fish incarnation and others are but parts of the Person 
who embodies the whole of creation and every other 
manifestation. [3] 


Tika 
In Sri Vallabhacaryajis Path of Grace [Pustimaraga] itis 
this Bliss-filled Lord to Whom service is offered. Now 
find the description of how He lives in Vraja. He is 
always surrounded by the Gopis, the Vraja devotees, 
and, being of the nature of the mellow of pure Love, 
eternally enjoys the most intimate and personal types 
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of pastimes with Sri Svaminiji on the banks of the Sri 
Yamunaji River and in the forest bowers Of Sri 
Vrindavan. 

He is always absorbed in the enjoyment of music 
[in the flute that He plays and in the Praises sung by 
His devotees], He is beyond the finite and the infinite 
and approachable only by those devotees who have love 
for Him whilst also being the most renowned Su; reme 
personality of Godhead. Sri Krishna is of the Form of 
Pure Bliss filled nectar of Love—so are the Sri Yamunaji 
River and Her banks with their forest bowers within 
which is Sri Vrindavan. 

It is in these divine realms that Sri Krishna resides 
surrounded by His devotees. In his Sri Yamunashta- 
kam” (8 verses about Sri Yamunajil, Sri Acharyaji has 
written—" I joyfully bow down to Sri Yamunaji whose 
Form contains Sri Krishnas beauty and on whose banks 
are fresh forest bowers perfumed with the nectar of 
sweetly fragrant flowers, whose heart is enchanted by 
the Lord of Love, Himself worshipped by both pureand 
stubborn minded devotees.” 


[Notes to verse 1; alpure minded devotees{sur] 
have pure love for Him. b]-stubborn devotees who tease 
Him in their loving pastimes are called impure [asur], 
c} Sri Krishna is here named as “Smarapita” or literally 
the Lord of Love. The remembrance of Love is greater 
than all of the ethereal realm, it is stated in the Sama- 
veda, but such remembrance can only occur through 
the Lords personal wish, hence this name] 

So the Lord resides in the Vrindavan forest on the 
banks of Sri Yamunaji and has two types of pastimes, 
first in the forests and second in the water when hot 
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and tired fromall the play. It is this Sri Krishna, in these 
venues and with these pastimes Whom we should 
constantly recall” One should always recall that Sr 
Krishna Who plays in Sri Vrindavan surrounded by the 
Gopis” (1) 

Thus He is totally absorbed in His pastimes of 
singing and dancing on the banks of Sri Yamunaji in 
the forests of Sri Vrindavan. These are His eterna} 
pastimes which can be divided into 2 types called 
‘avatar’ or partial manifestation and ‘mula’ or original, 
Under the first heading of “Avatar lila’ the sequence of 
His revelations is -“Pramaan, Prameya, Sadhana and 
Pala” and all of these are described in the 10° canto of 
the Srimad Bhagavatam. 

{translators note—The Lords pastimes as described 
inthe Srimad Bhagavatam are clarified by Sri Acharyaji 
in his commentaries thereon and whilst these particular 
verses are explaining this it seems necessary to further 
clarify otherwise they get lost in translation.’ Praman 
lilas’—praman means evidence and the pastimes of the 
Lords appearance as told in the Srimad Bhagavatam 
prove His supremacy. ‘Prameya’ [that known through 
such imes are those of the One Who is known 
through this proof ‘Sadhana’ [effort] pastimes are where 
the Lord and the devotees perform certain interactions 
and the ‘Phala’ lilas are the fruits of all the other 
pastimes, the reward, Now follow further detailed 
clarifications on this subject.] 

Itisa partial manifestation of the Lord Who appears 
as the son of Vasudeva and Devaki by blessing them to 
become His parents after they followed scriptural means 
and austerites for that purpose. So His appearance 
comes under ‘Pramana’ and His granting them the grace 
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to parent Him is the Power of His Grace in His prameya 
jo pen Sri Krish appears ia Gols to Sri Nanda 
‘and Srimati Yashodaji where He embodies the senti- 
ments of love of all the Vraja devotees and the expe- 
rience of separation from Him. Here the ‘pramana lilz’is 
His appearance and His birthday celebrations, His 
butter-stealing, crawling on the ground and other very 
pleasing childish play. Then His ‘Prameya ‘pastimes in 
Vraja [for example the abduction of the cows and 
cowherd boys by Brahma] take us up to the’ Venugita’ 
[The Song of the Flute] where the Gopis sing of the effect 
that His flute-playing has upon Vraja and its inhabitants. 
Thereafter the pastimes of the Gopis worshipping the 
Goddess Katyayani to attain Sri Krishna as their 
husband, Sri Krishnas establishing the worship of the 
Govardhan Hill after He had held It aloft to save the 
Vrajavasis and then His revelation of His Eternal Realm 
are all known as ‘sadhana’ pastimes and the five 
chapters describing His play with the Gopis in the Great 
Circle dance, all the way to the ‘Yugalgita’ [Song in pairs 
of Verses] in which the Gopis again sing of the effect of 
His flute-playing are known as the ‘phala’ pastimes or 
the ultimate reward. This is the sequence of His pastimes 
in His ‘avatar’ state. 

His “mula’-core lila-is unlilmited and eternal, 
beyond manifest and unmanifest both, and features Sri 
Krishna, the Supreme Person, superior to all other 
concepts. In the Srimad Bhagavad Gitaji the Lord states” 
1am beyond the material creation as well as the non- 
manifest, all pervading essence, and so | am known in 
the world as well as in the Vedas as the Supreme Person” 
So this Sri Krishna Who thus teaches etc, is to be known 
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through pure love alone. He cannot be known through 
the strength of specific practices. [2] 

So this Supreme Person Who is the Form of the 
Nectar of love, also has an avatar, manifestation, as the 
Cosmic or all-encompassing Form, which is named as 
Purusha in the Srimad Bhagavad Gitaji. The whole of 
creation is His body, This Form has innumerable heads, 
arms and feet; His head is in the ethereal realms, Hig 
Feet are in the nether worlds and trees are the hairs on 
the body of this Cosmic Being. This Form the Lord 
revealed to His friend Arjuna within the Srimad 
Bhagavad Gitaji, and then the battle described therein 
was fought. This entire Cosmic Form, which is the 
foundation of all creation, is our Lords primordial 

manifestation. 

This Supreme being partially manifests again as the 
Divine Fish and tortoise incarnations etc; all of these 
forms have a specific purpose to fulfil and they reveal 
the Lords Glory. For example, at the time of the churning 
of the ocean, when Mount Mandara began to sink, the 
Lord manifestated as a turtle to hold it up on His back. 

His Appearances as Sri Vamanji, Sri Narasinghji, 
Sri Ramachandraji and the four armed Form of Sri 
Krishna Who came as the Son of Vasudeva and Devaki 
are His four manifestations for the sake of uplifting the 
devotees. That is why devotees of the Path of Grace 
honour the celebration of these four Appearance days 
which is also conjoined in the Scriptures of the Lawful 
Path, and not those of any other avatars. In this way 

then the Lord appears on this earth in many different 
Forms so that the devotional souls can benefit through 
understanding His Greatness[3] 
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Verses 4/5 


The heavenly realm known as “Vyapivaikuntha” or 
~ omnipresent heaven,"Akshara dham" is eternal, indes- 
tructible and immutable. It is replete with the original 
essence of creation and the bliss-form there is known 
‘as Laxmi. Sri Hari is the only manifestation of total, 
all encompassing Bliss. [4] 
The Vishnu who resides in Ramavaikunth or this heav- 
enly realm of Rama[Laxmi] is a partial form and thus 
has just a part of the bliss of Sri Hari. Laxmijt is one of 
the Lords powers[shakti]who takes care of and super- 
vises that realm. [5] 
Tika 
The Lord resides within this “Vyapivaikunth” heavenly 
realm. It lies beyond the Lokaloka Mountain whose 
vision the Lord granted to Arjuna, and it is the 
foundation and source of everything. Its name indeed 
indicates that it pervades everything, and it is indeed 
here that the Lord resides. 
On this earthly plane, where the Lord is known to 
| reign as described by the principles of the Path of Grace, 
| He grants the experience of His pastimes. Yes, 
“Vyapivaikuntha" is in everything, still this experience 
is on a different level.The Lord resides within that 
omnipresent heaven and grants His vision there but the 
Grace experience is different for the Lord grants His 
special experience to His devotees. 

For example, the primordial sound in the syllable 
OM is distinct from everything but is even so the very 
Source of all the Vedas and is within everything. 
“Vyapivaikuntha “is the same. Men of wisdom can peer 
into that realm and they know it to be all pervading but 


_——— 
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as a result they forget their true path as the Lords 
servant. Devotees can also have the divine vision of the 
Lords all pervading realm but they have a different 
experience because they regard themselves as His 
servants. 

The bliss-form of the omnipresent heaven known 
as Laxmi can be attained through worship and such 
followers are liberated into that form. However they 
do not attain the totally different of Sri Hari who is the 
highest Form of Bliss. [4] 

The heaven known as “Ramavaikunth, which is 
the place in which Sanaka and his brothers cursed Jaya 
and Vijaya 


{note;- see account of Hiranyakashyapa in the 
Srimad Bhagavatam] 


is just one portion of the infinite realm or Akshara 
dham. Sri Vishnu resides here but this Vishnu is also 
just a part of Sri Hari who is the embodiment of full 
Bliss. In this Ramavaikuntha realm Sri Laxmi is the 
presiding power knownas the palika shakti, or nuturing 
power. The Supreme Lord has 12 powers of which this 
inone. The manner in which Laxmiji nurtures her realm 
copies the way in which Sri Hari presides over and 
nurtures His Supreme Abode. The manifestation of the 
Lord known as Sri Krishna [Sri Hari] is the source and 
root of everything. This will be explained in the next 
verse. [5] 


{note;- the 12 powersare sri, pusti, gira, kanti, tusti, 
Kirti; ila, urja, vidhya, avidhya, sakti, maya, that is, 
splendour, nourishment, speech, lustre, fulfilment, 


= 
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fame, voice, energy, knowledge,ignorance, power, and 
delusion.] 
Verse 6/7 


Sri Krishna is the original source of all manifestations, 

Amongst these are His partial Forms “Vyuhas” and 

they are;- Pradhyumna, Vaasudeva, Aniruddha and 

Sankarsana. [6] 

These Vyuhas are established for Sri Krishnas specific 
urposes, He is within them but He is not attainable 

through them or any partial manifestation [7] 


Tika 


Let's look at the Sri Krishna Who appears as the Son of 
Vasudeva and Devaki. He is the original source of all 
manifestations and has really only One Form,yet He 
appears with these four Vyuhas and thus with four 
arms. These are called Pradyumna, Vaasudeva, 
Aniruddha and Sankarsana. In the lines of this verse 
the word “Ca” is used which implies “as well as” and 
here this refers to two more vyuhas, one with fair and 
‘one with dark hair and so, in total, there are six such 
Vyuhas. Sankarsana defeats evils forces,Vaasudeva 
grants liberation and Pradyumna perpetuates the 
lineage. Aniruddha protects the devotees and between 
them these four manifestations have many other duties 
apart from these main ones listed above. 

Within all of them resides the Supreme Person Who 
is never born and is not an avatar. 

It is stated in the Srimad Bhagavatam"He resides 
in all beings and all beings reside within Him. His 
seeming birth to Devakiji is a story with a purpose. He 
is the leader of the Yadava council and He destroys the 
unrighteous with His own hand. He alleviates the 
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sorrow of both unmoving and moving beings and with 
his smiling Lotus face He awakens love in the hearts of 
the ladies both of Vraja-Vrindavan and of Mathura city, 
Sri Krishna is also beyond all such acts. 

(Note; a] The trees of Sri Vrindavan are not able to 
move. Sri Krishna forms a relationship with them 
through putting the flute made from such trees to His 
lips and thus sharing His Lip-Nectar with them, This 
alleviates their frustration of not being able to move and 
thus follow Him. b] The village ladies and the city ladies 
did not have the same level of experience of Sri Krishna 
the village ladies are stated to have had a deeper expe- 
rience of Him. 

From such statements as these it is understood that 
Sri Krishna did not actually come out of Devakijis 
womb- this is just a story. [Note c] The example given 
here to explain this is that the sun and the moon both 
appear from an easterly direction but even so they are 
not connected to the easterly direction itself, this is 
simply their route. [6] 

In this very way these four partial manifestations 
are created by Sri Krishna Himself and He keeps them 
inside Himself. Some may say that if they are part of 
Him then their worship would count as that of the Lord 
Himself. But in fact the answer to this doubt is thateven 
though He envelops them they are still just portions of 
Him and their worship is not tantamount to that of the 
Supreme Lord Who is in everything and in Whom 
everything is present but the partial manifestations have 
to follow His command. They do whatever they are 
ordered and then must return to their own abodes. Sri 
Krishna on the other hand eternally sports in His own 
Realm. Worship of His partial manifestations may take 
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yon ation;- having a form like the Lords, living in His 
liberate ximity, merging into Him or living in His own 
oe bit it will never grant the highest fruit of the 
Naat ‘of Devotion. Sri Krishna is above and beyond 
all other Forms and devotion to Him is also ina league 
of its own. In devotion that is of a mixed type the 
ultimate reward can not be had. Without good 
association and teaching this specialness of Sri Krishna 
cannot be perceived. [7] 
Verse 8 
Human opinion has gone astray and people say that 
Sri Krishnas Form is material. Through ignorance they 
imagine the work of His partial forms to be that of the 
Ultimate Form. [8] 


Tika 
These partial manifestations of Sri Krishna perform 
endless activities in the world. Many ignorant and 
deluded souls get together and consider Sri Krishnas 
pastimes to be those of an ordinary man, for example 
they have many opinions about why He left Vrindavan 
to go to Mathura and His pastimes there. Only very 
accomplished devotees are able to understand these 
events as the pastimes of His four partial manifestations, 
so what to speak of the embodied souls of this Age of 
Kali.? Those fools who witnessed these doings of His 
Partial manifestations and then blamed the Original Sri 
Krishna Himself mistakenly thought that Sri Krishna 
Himself was involved in the activities of His four 
“Vyuhas”. Their destruction ensued{through a curse]. 
| Only the great devotee Uddhava was spared from that 
| curse, Know that quality of devotion to be most difficult 


oe . 
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to attain, You should know Sri Krishna to be the 
embodiment of Bliss and His pastimes to be only those 
that are full of the loving mood of His beloved devotees, 
Inall other situations it is His partial manifestations that 
carry out the actions, Have full and total faith in this 
concept. Only then will you begin to have the true 
experience of Sri Krishna. [8] 


Verse 9 


Sri Krishnas pastimes are exclusively those filled with 
nectarean bliss whilst it is His plenary portions that 
perform such activities as removing the earths burdens 
etc. [9] 

[ note;- there is a grammatical indication in this verse 
inferring that the Sri Krishna and Balaram Who 
appeared in Vasudevajis home are both Forms of Sri 
Krishna here called ‘Keshava’ } 


Tika 
Sri Krishna is always engaged in blissful pastimes with 
the Vraja Devotees, They are indescribable, but the close 
disciples and followers of Sri Acharyajis Path of Grace 
are worthy of experiencing them, for example Sri 
Svaminijis annoyance in love and the pains of separation 
felt by the Vraja devotees when their Lord disappears. 
It is in this way that Sri Krishna resides within Sri 
Vrindavan. It is His partial forms that deal with the 
demons and monsters that burden the earth by slaying 
thesinners and protecting the demigods from them. The 
*Vyuhas” are involved with the business of creation ete 
whilst the pastimes of the Lord in Sri Vrindavan are | 


exclusively the Play of Divine love. [9] 
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Verses 10/11 


Iris certainly true that the Sri Krishna Who resides 
eternally in Sri Vraja Dhama Vrindavan endlessly 

ints the pure Bliss of His Form whilst when He 
resides in Mathura He grants the ultimate reward of 
the realisation of His Bliss Form only to those who are 
sufficiently graced. [10] From this we see that this Sri 
Krishna Who is full of Nectarean Bliss alone does, in 
His Play,function with some differences of Form; and 
it is only in Sri Vraja Dham Vrindavan that His 
pastimes have no restrictions and He displays His 
complete Manifestation. [11] 


Tika 
In Sri Vraja Dham Sri Vrindavan the granting of the 
highest bliss through the experience of Sri Krishnas Play 
is constant. When he resides in Mathura or Dvaraka that 
type of bliss is only granted to those on whom there is 
particular mercy and grace, Otherwise liberation is 
given. In Vraja He resides in His Pure Bliss Form but in 
Mathura and Dvaraka it is His partial manifestations 
Who reign. 
When a soul takes refuge in the Mathura Form they 
* arenot awarded that constant bliss but only the amount 
grantable by the particular form to whom they resort, 
because those forms have limitations and the bliss they 
grant is according to the Path of Lawful Limitations. In 
theSrimad Bhagavad Gitaji Sri Krishna says to Arjuna” 
{worship my devotees in exactly the same way as they 
worship Me”; in other words the devotee receives the 
exact fruit of the specific way, mood and intention of 
their worship{10] In this way Sri Krishna appears and 
Performs pastimes in many many places and forms all 
over the world. His Form at each place is site-specific 


i 
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and the rewards to the devotee are also according to 
that particlar manifestation. Itis only in Sri Vraja Dham 
Sri Vrindavan that the totally unlimited Full Form, 
beyond all the Vedas and consisting purely of Love, of 
Sri Krishna eternally plays. [11] 


Verses 12/13 


The Form of the Lord that is worshiped in Mathura and 
Dvaraka contains all Paths but with lawful 
limitations, whilst the all transcending unlimited 
Bliss-Form of the Lord only resides in Sri Vraja 
Dham{12] He is the Form of the highest bliss which 
manifests within His pastimes as a child and and in 
His sweetest secret loving pastimes, [13] 
Tika 

Sri Krishnas Form that contains all Paths and aspects of 
Godhead but which still adheres to lawful limitations 
resides in Mathura and Dvarakpuri, whilst His Grace 
filled Form of overflowing Love resides in Sri Vraja 
Dham and enjoys childish and loving pastimes. Do, 
then, know this difference between the Forms that are 
in Mathura and Dvaraka and the Vraja Form. In the 
same way there isa difference between the rewards that 
they grant. Therefore you should contemplate in your 
heart the Form of Sri Krishna Who resides in Vraja. {12] 

There in Vraja the Lord sits in His mothers lap and 
is the Form of pure bliss. He plays like a child, as an 
adolescent and as a Youth. All these Forms of His are 
replete with Loving Mood. Sri Gusainji has explained 
the secret meanings of all of these pastimes in his 
writings, and we should know them according to these. 
‘The most secret and intimate pastimes are not to be 
revealed in word or speech but the Lords close devotees 
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et to experience them in their hearts. This is how the 
Lord reigns in His Sri Vraja Dhama. [13] 


Verses 14/15 


Sri Krishna is the Form of Divine Desire in all the diff- 
erent stages of His pastimes, Fix your heart on this 
original Form, the foundation of all other forms. In the 
Path of Grace your service should be to this Form alone 
and it can become devotionally perfect when you use 
your body and wealth to do so, [14/15] 
Tika 

In Vraja Sri Krishna embodies the beauty of millions of 
cupidsand appears there to bring happiness to the Vraja 
Devotees. Within the “Rasapancha-dhyayi”, the 5 
chapters of the Srimad Bhagavatam that describe the 
*Rasa Lila or the great Circle Dance of Sri Krishna and 
the Gopis, the Lord is described as being “The one Who 
befuddles the mind of even Cupid, who befuddles the 
mind of everyone” [Sri Manmathamanmathaa]. This 
condition prevails throughout all His pastimes and does 
not change when His age does. He grants bliss from the 
moment that he appears there even as an infant. 

Itis stated in the Srimad Bhagavatam—"The legend 
goes that the Lord appears as Sri Devakijis son and is 
the ultimate abode of all beings. He holds court with 
the most elevated members of the Yadava caste, He 
removes all unrighteousness and grief in the realm of 
movable and of immovable beings with His own hands 
, He engenders love and desire in the hearts of the Ladies 
both of Mathura and of Dvaraka and He reigns as the 
Highest power.” 

This legend stirs up love for Him in the Ladies of 
Vraja. Sri Gusainji has written in his cradle song that 
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Sri Krishna, even whilst swinging in His cradle in front 
of His mother Sri Yashodaji, breaks the stubborn moog 
ofannoyance in love of Sri Svaminiji. From this it is seen 
that His childhood pastimes simultaneously contain alj 
His other pastimes as He is, as the Vraja Krishna, the 
“Abode of all contradictory qualities and actions” anq 
the origin of all manifestations and pastimes. All His 
pastimes in Vraja are filled with divine nectarean bliss 
asareall the pastimes of his original Form. He is eterna} 
and so are His pastimes. [14] 
Establish this very Krishna in your consciousness, 
This is the way of loving service in this Path, When you 
experience constant remembrance of the Lord and Hig 
pastimes in your mind, heart and consciousness then 
know this to be the perfection of “Manasi seva” that is, 
when you are completely absorbed into His service.To 
attain this state you must first serve Him with your body 
and your wealth, indeed everything that you have,as 
your regular, consistant daily discpline. Sri Acharyaji 
has stated in his “Siddhantmuktavali” [The Pearl 
Necklace of Teachings] treatise;”Always serve Sri 
Krishna. The highest service is with your heartfelt 
consciousness. Perfection of this state of constant 
awareness can be reached through serving Him with 
your body and wealth. “From this know that the way 
of the Path of Grace is to first serve the Lord with your 
body and wealth, then you will attain the blessed most 
elevated state of “Manasi seva” when your conscious- 
ness and awareness are inseparably linked to the Lord. 
{15} 
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Verse 16 

Establish your self in the state of unshakeable faith 
through keeping the company of accomplished devotees 
and remembering your dedication to the Lord along 
with them. [16] 

Tika 

Inorder to develop this kind of love for and experience 
ofthe Lord you should examine your dedication to Him 
in the company of accomplished devotees of the Path 
of Grace. Regularly meet with them and have faith in 
their words like the faith of the catakabird[who waits 
for rain from just one particular cloud and knows it will 
be quenched thereby]. Then you will experience the Bliss 
of the Lord. [16] 


Verse 17 
Sri Krishna is pledged to Grace and will never neglect 
His humble devotees. He will Himself single-mindedly 
protect His beloved devotees (17) 
Tika 

Know that Sri Krishna actually depends on His 
devotees, There is a well known saying that Sri Krishna 
is most compassionate to His devoted servants and, 
feeling separation from them, runs behind them. He 
became Arjunas charioteer and obeyed the Pandavas, 
and remained inseparable, even for a single seond, from 
His Vraja devotees. In this way Sri Krishna graces His 
devotees by becoming dependent upon them.Therefore 
,in this Path of Grace, those who have taken shelter in 
Him through the auspices of Sri Acharyaji and surrender 
fully with all humility, such souls the Lord will never 
neglect or forget. 
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The Lord shows indifference to those souls who 
are attached to the mundane and scriptural realms 
where they suffer deep grief, because in those realms 
there are two types of fruit-joy and sadness which are 
the results of meritorious and sinful activities 
respectively. Such results are only to be expected in the 
world and so the Lord lets those souls experience such 
worldly rewards. 

To those souls who are exclusively dedicated to 
Him alone He is never indifferent. He reciprocally 
nourishes their heartfelt love for Him; He always has 
done and always will. He will not assign this protection 
to His partial forms but does it Himself, because He is 
most compassionate. [17] 


Verse 18 
When your mind is continuously inclined towards this 
righteous Path your consciousness will be purified and 
your heart will be fully merged into Sri Hari. If you are 
at all hypocritical then such awareness can never arise, 
so keep yourself fully focused on the Path[{18] 


Tika 
The mind, heart and awareness become purified when 
you fix yourself on the true Path, and then your mind 
will be focused purely on Sri Hari and never in 
hypocrisy. [18] 
Verse 19 

Let your mind be firmly fixed on the lotus feet of Sri 

iiwho founded this Path of Grace. Then 
all rewards will be received. You can read details of 
this in Govardhandasjis letter; I have nothing to say 
beyond that. (19] 


ee 
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Tika 


Sri Vallabhacharyaji is the founder of this Path of 
Grace|Pustimarga]. There is no doubt that a devotee 
who surrenders to his lotus feet with firm faith will 
attain all devotional rewards. This is the paramount 
teaching. All the remaining information is contained in 
Govardhandas’ letter{19} 


[translators note;- the letter of Govardhandas 
mentioned here is not printed in this copy of Shiksha 
Patra. I do not know what is written there but have 
mentioned it to maintain the direct translation of the 
given text. J[19] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 38 


LETTER : 39 - [5 Verses] 


“INVESTIGATION INTO SERVICE 
THROUGH SURRENDER” 


Translators introduction- 


Letter 39 is a brief letter repeating the essential values 
of Path of Grace, satsang and seva, good association and 
service to the Lord. 
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INTRODUCTION 


‘This 39” Letter instructs us to keep good association 
through which we will have established the Lord firmly 
in our hearts. First we should hear about the § syllable 
prayer of dedication,then we must ponder upon its 
deepest meaning and implications. We must fix our 
mind unswervingly upon our service to the Lord for 
such service is the focal point of a devotees life. We 
should only act in such a way as will improve our 
devotion. Although it is not easy to properly worship 
the Lord, through service He may be brought under 
the devotees sway. Thus those who are directly 
involved in serving the Lord are truly blessed; this is 
explained in this letter. Within the Path of Grace the 
Form of the Lord Who is to be served is Nectar ~Filled 
Krishna as previously described. This letter will also 
tell how best to associate with accomplished devotees. 


Verse 1 
Through good association your heart and mind will 
become set upon the Lord. You will have heard the 8 
syllable prayer of dedication as described in previous 
letters; now you must ponder upon its meaning with 
deep respect. [1] 


Tika 

Sri Harirayji now tells us that good association leads to 
the Lord being firmly established in our hearts and 
minds. In his “Navaratna” [The Nine Jewels) treatise 
Sri Acharyaji has written;” Recall your dedication to the 
Lord in the company of other skilled devotees.” When 
you always do this the Lord will most certainly become 
fixed in your consciousness. 
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In the 11° canto of the Srimad Phagavatan gyi 
Krishna teaches Uddhavaji” Neither Yopa Hor Sarnihyn 
nor righteousness, study of the Vedas, austeritieg 
renunciation, nor pouring oblations into the sacred fir», 
works of public utility, bestowal of gifts, fasts, 
ceremonial worship, nor the chanting of mantras, 
pilgrimage, vows of self control and self-abnepation nor 
any other practice can win me over as much as the 


y gathering together of pure souls, satsanga.” 


‘Therefore know satsanga tobe very important, and 
that you, as a devotee of the Path of Grace, should seo 
such association. 

Alter hearing the 8 syllable prayer of dedication 
from a descendant of Sri Vallabhacharyaji you must 
respectfully investigate its deepest meaning, Sri 
Krishnas name is the essence of all scriptural teachings 
and is full of the nectar of divine Love. You should 
ponder"this is the Sri Krishna to Whom I have 
surrendered. J have heard His Name by the Grace of 
Sri Acaryaji “Whilst thus reflecting you should 
incessantly repeat this prayer incessantly most 
respectfully. [1] 

Verses 2/3 © 

Take the decision to very expertly serve the Lord. Show- 
ing respect to Vaishnavas and other devotees is ona 
par with serving Sri Krishna, (2) 

His service can be regarded as the cause and the growth 
of devotion as the effect; serve therefore with increased 
ardour as you realize service to thus be the foundation 
of all activity, The Lord is satisfied by service and His 
service is most enjoyable. [3] 
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vereed; alKnow your devotion to be growing 
rv surrender to the Lord emulates that of the 
is”, bIServing the Lord and Vaishnavas leads 
th of your surrender and thus you should 
the cause and the effect both) 


[Notes to 
when you 
Vraja Gop 
to the grow! 
recognize It ae 
Tha 
You should serve the Lord in the best possible way and 
with a heart full of love according to the ways of the 
Path of Grace. For a Vaishnava devotee of the Path of 
Grace this seva is the natural way of lifelsvadharma} 
{nthe ninth canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam Sri Krishna 
Himself states "A devotee of mine who has the direct 
experience of serving Me never has the slightest desire 
for any one of the four types of liberation because that 
devotee is fulfilled through their service, so what to 
speak of wanting any other temporary reward like 
kingship or a place in heaven?” In the third canto it is 
stated” To the demoness Putana whose intention was 
to slay the Lord with the deadly poison on her nipples 
He granted a destiny worthy of a mother. So in Whorn 
other than this compassionate Lord would you take 
shelter?” 
- Dates Fe ea vee 2: aka pres Bes eee 
mother is dhatri which is specifically used fora 
foes tnfos celd tien wi oceepee 
joy to one who approaches Him with the express 
intention of giving Him pain, thus it is said that His 
Seg ee 
eighth canto Brahmaji states ” 
th of real he part erg and al 
are satisfied. Similarly, by worshipping Vishnu, 
all divinities and beings are honoured.” 
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Therefore, with the understanding of these 
statements and knowing it to be the ultimate pious act 
and path, you should serve the Lord every day in a 
loving way and thereafter honour other devotees with 
the foodstuffs and cloth that you have offered within 
that service. The Lord will surely bless those devotees 
who thus serve Him and the Vaishnavas. 

You may make humble submission befre the Lord 
with the sole intention of attaining Him, and then he 
may become filled with compassion and bless you with 
increased devotion. Sri Gusanji has written in his 
“"Vignapti" treatise; 

“1 do not possess thé tiniest bit of the kind of 
devotion which can earn Your Grace. Therefore, 0 
Beloved of Sri Radhaji, please bless me in such a way 
that I may attain the humility through which I might 
become worthy of Your Grace. Any intention that I may 
have to please my Beloved will be futile without His 
union and so, O friend, lam now alive only to renounce 
all shame. I am impure in mind, speech, body, action, 
knowledge and worship, in fact in every way; I cannot 
even count in how many ways.These words are my 
supplication and they are full of offense and hypocrisy 
and my mind is tired of wondering if there will ever be 
an end to such impurities 

My faults are very strong, but still they are rendered 
weak by Your Grace. For You are the Lord and Grace is 
Your essence whilst | am an embodied sou! so therefore 
full of faults. The faults of such a soul cannot stand 
strong before Your Lordly Grace. Living without Your 
sight is like long life for a young widow.” [2] 

In this very way humble and heartfelt supplication 
may be made towards the attainment of the Lord.” T 
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impure, but You are my Lord and I have taken 

Iter in You through Sri Acharyaji; therefore please 
shelter c, The Lord becomes compassionate when He 
Brace ch humility because it indicates that the heart is 
ocoming full of ove for Him. Therefore serve the Lord 
with humility in order to satisfy Him. It is very joyful 
to serve the Lord and the Lord enjoys such service and 
will then not allow obstructions in service such as 
disease or other complications and so His unobstructed 
joyful service will become lifelong for such devotees. 


(3) 


am very 


Verse 4 


The Lord is very hard to attain, but service to Him is 
the best method of captivating Him, Therefore, those 
who serve Him are extremely fortunate[4] 
Tika 
Gri Krishna is very very hard to attain, Lord Brahma 
and Lord Shiva etc perform multiple practices for 
endless years but even so only very occasionally catch 
aglimpse of Him in their meditations, So, what to speak 
of an embodied soul who is naturally very impure? 
Great Yogis and Sages try birth after birth to bring Him 
into their hearts through various attempts, but He still 
remains difficult to reach; how much more difficult must 
it be for the embodied soul? Despite all this, for those 
souls who are divinely oriented and, taking shelter in 
Sri Acharyaji and his teachings, very humbly and 
exclusively serve the Lord according to the rules of the 
Path of Grace, the Lord becomes theirs! Such devotees 
are the most fortunate and their very purpose of birth 
| is fulfilled. In the seventh canto of the Srimad 
| Bhagavatam Prahladji states to the offspring of the 


—— 
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demons;” whether youare a god, a demon or a human, 
or whatsoever your nature, you will become ha) 
through the worship of the liberating Lotus Feet of the 
ar eighth canto Sri Parvatij tells her husband 
Lord Shiva"A soul who is surrendered to anq 
dependent on Lord Narayana fears nothing and for 
them heaven, liberation and hell are all same.” 
Therefore there is none equal to this type of 
exclusively faithful devotee of Lord Sri Krishna[4] 


Verse 5 


Thus you must keep your mind firmly focused and serve 
the Lord. Lam staying with Shyamdas and all the othey 
news can be had from Sri Vitthalrayjis servant. Write 
to me with all your news too, there is not much else to 
tell. [5] 


Tika 
Above all else serve the Lord with love and with a 
focused mind. Sri Prahladji states in the 7" canto of the 
rimad Bhagavatam “Charity, austerities, sacrifices, 
purity and fasting cannot please the Lord as much as 
unalloyed devotion besides which everything else is just 
an imitation." 

Inthe 10 canto Uddhavaji states”Charity, fasting, 
austerity, sacrifice, chanting the Holy Name, scriptural 
study, ethical behaviour and every other type of 
pleasing path are all perfected through devotion to Sri 
Krishna "Then in the 11" canto Sri Krishna Himself 
states” All the rewards of Yoga; heaven, liberation or 
entrance to my realm, are all easily attainable through 
devotion to Me” Thus devotion toSri Krishna is superior 
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and therefore you should apply your mind to serving 
Him with no desire for any reward. 
‘All the rest of the news from here will be told to 
ou by Sri Gokunathjis son Sri Vitthalrayji and by 
Shyamdas. When you have heard it please reply and 
tell me the news: from that side in detail. What more is 
there to be said? [5] 


THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 39 


LETTER : 40 - [33 Verses] 
#SURRENDERING ONES OWN GRIEF” 


Translators introduction- 

At the start of this letter Sri Harirayji mourns the 
distance between himself and a devotee named 
Mahattar, his confidant, with whom he would have 
discussed a difficult situation. From this arise some very 
deep reflections on state of mind and attitude within 
the Path of Grace. 
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vi Mahattar has left here for work.Now 
Soe ae are far away from me and I cannot 
even hope to meet with you. Thus I am writing it all in 
a letter so that you will know. fl) 

I know a little about the Path of Grace, so close to 
the Lord, through the kind auspices of Sri Acharyaji and 
Sri Gusainji. However my great devotee associates have 
now moved away and I have a lot of negative contact; 
thus | feel | am not fulfilling my path and my heart is 
terribly pained because of this. Treally do not know who 
will remove this pain forme. I myself have no means to 
do so and I am full of impurities. O, who will remove 
my anguish? [2] 


Verse3 
Despite my efforts I am the chief of the hypocrites! Sri 
Krishna must know this in His heart because, even 


though He is merciful and affectionate to the humble, 
He is still avoiding me. [3] 


Tika. 
In this verse Sri Harirayji is exposing this state of utter 
humilty in order to elucidate the qualities of a humble 
devotee to his followers, devotees of the Path of Grace 

“lam the chief of the hypocrites. So who am I to 
talk?Sri Hari knows meto be so, because He still ignores 
me even though He removes all sorrow, is most 
beneficent and has mercy on the humble. This is how I 
know He knows I am a hypocrite, for He continues tn 
avoid me. So, what can I possibly do about this”? 

This kind of humility is essential. Sri Gusainji has 
written, in supplication to Sri Krishna, the Upholder of 
the Govardhan Mountain, in his “Vignapti" treatise— 
“My consciousness is tainted, as are my speech, body, 


a 


Shiksha Patra 


oo 


actions, knowledge and worship. My offences are 
uncountable, too many for You to consider. | know I 
am unfortunate, for even though You are the Lord of 
Gokul and always look after the cows,cowherds and 
cowherd maidens and everything else in Vraja, and even 
though You are of a compassionate nature and cannot 
bear to see the suffering of Your devotees, even so You 
have now acted otherwise and become hardened, able 
to tolerate the pain of Your devotee. You are the Lord 
of all, and You can do,not do or do otherwise at Your 
own free will. What can I possibly say to You? Lam so 
unfortunate and foolish that I have given You the pain 
of turning away from Your usual nature and becoming 
hardened to Your devotees pain.” 

This kind of humility is essential to the Path of 
Grace. One great devotee has sung “I am the king ,the 
lord,the chief and master of the fallen.” The embodied 
soul reveals its true nature in such words, which show 
the extent to which it has become separate from the Lord 
and wicked thereby. Sri Acharyaji has written in his, 
“Balbodha” treatise [Spiritual Instructions for children]- 
—” An embodied soul is impure by nature”. 

Sri Harirayji here follows the gist of the above 
words of Sri Gusainji when he writes “I am the chief 
hypocrite; the Lord Sri Krishna Who is merciful and 
beneficent to the humble has considered my case and 
decided to ignore me. You can say that Sri Krishna never 
neglects His devotee and that this is famously stated in 
the scriptures, the Srimad Bhagavatam and the Srimad 
Bhagavat Gita, but what would you know of how He 
ignores me? (3) 
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Verse 4 


Know that Sri Krishna is avoiding you when other 
devotees ignore you. Lam lost in the forest and forgotten 
by my own people. Even You have forgotten the path] 
am on; now in whom should I take refuge? [4] 
Tika 

I know that Sri Krishna has abandoned me because the 
accomplished devotees of the Path of Grace have left 
me. Ihave heard from great souls that you can be sure 
that the Lord is pleased with you when you meeta great 
devotee and equally that He is displeased with you 
when they leave you. My best devotee associate has left 
meso I know for sure that the Lord has abandoned me, 
Now what should I do and in Whom should I take 
refuge? Both the Lord and His devotee have left me and 
so lam most concerned as to Whom I should turn?I feel 
as if 1 am lost ina deep forest and cannot find the way 
out and am thus very worried. Here you might 
ask,"Even if the Lord has left you you should not lay 
the blame on Him.That is not the way of the Path of 
Devotion. The Lord is faultless so how can you blame 
Him? The next verse answers this question. [ 4] 


Verse 5 

Of course it is not the Lords fault. There is not one 
quality within me which could make the Lord accept 
Me. Of those whom the Lord accepts He forgets their 
many faults and embraces their qualities. For He is a 
gatherer of merits. [5] 

[Note to verse 5; Even on a mundane level a ‘gatherer of 
merits’ does not look at the faults in a person that are 
immediately present, but instead at their intrinsic 
qualities. A person of truly tainted consciousness 
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cannot see their own faults but attributes them to the 
‘one in front of them. ] 
Tika 

Here Sri Harirayji explains “The Lord is faultless. All 
the faults lie within myself. There is absolutely no virtue 
within me and Iam racked with impurity from head to 
toe, | have forgotten about all my own faults and think 
1am full of merit. This is the extent of my ignorance; 
everything is indeed my own fault. The Lord is replete 
with fine qualities and therefore does not fault-find: He 
sees only the qualities in those whom He accepts. [am 
just confused because of my foolishness. [5] 


Verse 6 
Even the best medicine can have no effect on a person 
who has stopped breathing. In the same way, what can 
service to the Lord or hearing and singing His praises 
do for me? For 1 am devoid of devotional sentiment and 
Tove. [6] 
Tika 

In the same way as it is ineffective to give the finest 
remedy to a dead person, what can the Lords service, 
hearing and singing His praises or any other righteous 
behaviour do for me for Lam totally without any loving 
sentiment in my heart? They would be just an act, and 
therefore bear no fruit.Hence my distress [6] 


Verse 7, 
Even after much spiritual discussion the devotional 
teachings are not firmly established in my heart and 
IT also do not have any experience of the type of 
renunciation that Sri Acharyaji has taught in his 
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“Sanyasnirnaya” [Conclusions on Renunciation] trea. 
tise. [7] 

Tika 
If service to Sri Krishna and listening to and Singin, 
His praises are not an integral part of an embodied souls 
life then how will the devotional mood and love for the 
Lord become an immovable part of that souls heart? 
When you hear of the Lords pastimes from as 
accomplished devotee, then only may the heart 
experience and permanently embrace such love. In the 
2" canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam it is stated” When 
the sound of Sri Krishnas glories flows towards the lotus 
of the devotees Love through their ears then their heart 
is purified just like the autumn rain purifies all the 
streams and lakes.” And Sri Shukadevji further states’ 
Those who regularly listen to the accounts, full of the 
nectar of bliss, of Sri Krishna the Protector of the cows, 
are without a doubt totally fulfilled.” In these and many 
other ways the beneficial effects of hearing and singing 
the Lords glories are told, Without such practices how 
can love for the Lord become firmly fixed in the heart 
?And until the heart renounces its indulgence in bodily 
related mundane activities how will it ever experience 
Sri Krishnas Form? The mood of the heart is fixed by its 
involvements and when it is focused on worldly activity 
alone how can it experience the Lord? In his 
“Sanyasnirnaya” (Conclusions on Renunciation) treatise 
Sri Acharyaji has stated; “Sri Hari never enters the heart 
of those who are filled with desire for sense 
gratification”. I have not been able to rid my mind of 
worldly and scriptural concerns and this is why I cannot 
experience the Lord. 7] 
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Verse 8 
ice to the Lord is presently obstructed by my 
ire Idly enjoyment and my misplaced 
Leaks How can I possibly achieve the state of mind 
nxt ne heart and mind are inextricably and 
ly wound into the Lords service when Iam so 
to my worldly home, wealth and all sorts of 
iderations? [8] 


constant! 
attached 
other cons! 
Tika 

ctions can arise in our service of the Lord 
that we make with our body and our wealth. For 
example ifthe physical senses become filled with selfish 
mundane desires then the mind is filled with anxiety 
Guring the period of service with thoughts like “How 
soon will I be able to finish my service then I will be 
able to have something to eat and drink?” First of all 
the desire to enjoy arises and then anxiety takes over 
the mind, distracting it from the service. This is very 
displeasing to the Lord, hence obstacles arise, sometimes 
to the extent that even the service itself becomes 
impossible and then one can get totally absorbed in the 
financial runnings of the home. In this situation how 
can the heart and mind ever become absorbed in the 
Lords service? In his “Sevaphalam” |The Rewards of 
Service} treatise Sri Acharyaji has written” Anxiety, 
obstructions and selfish enjoyment hinder the Lords 
service” From this teaching we should understand that 
anxiety and attachment to worldly enjoyment, for 
example our own and our relatives’ eating and dri 

and other obstacles, obstruct our service. When anxiety 
takes over then we can’t bring ourselves to serve Him 
even with our bodies and wealth, Attachment to the 


Many obstru 
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worldly home arises and then the heart-ming 
connection to the Lord is beyond achievement, If ou 
do not serve the Lord physically and financially then 
the state of mental absorption into His servicg e 
extremely difficult to attain. [8] 


Verse 9 


I consider myself most unfortunate because SH. 
Kalyanraiji, who is like a father to me, is now hidden 
from my sight asare all the great Personalities whom] 
can no longer see[9] 
Tika 

Sri Harirayji now laments “Sri Acaryaji, Sri Gusainji, 
Sti Gokulnathji and Sri Kalyanraiji are all like fathers to 
me Sri Acharyaji revealed the Path of Grace, Sri Gusainji 
elaborated the Path, Sri Gokulnathaji initiated me and 
so is my Guru-father and Sri Kalyanraiji is my father, 
None of them arenow present and I am separated from 
them, hence my grief at this time. Who can help me 
now? This is how unfortunate I am, for I am also 
Separated from accomplished devotees of the Path of 
Grace, those truthful beings full ofall qualities, and thus 
there is no-one to console me; only suffering remains 
for me. [9) 


Verse 10 
In the absence of the company of good devotees I am 
not contemplating the Srimad Bhagavatam and so in 
this distracted state of mind Lam also not now remem- 
bering my surrender to the Lord, [10] 
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Tika 
You might say “But you ‘are a very knowledgeable 
erson, SO what if you don’t have any good associates? 
be study the Srimad Bhagavatam and all your anxiety 
‘will melt away.” My answer to them is ~"The purport 
of the Srimad Bhagavatam can be known only with a 
totally focused consciousness in the company of great 
beings. Because Jam lacking such association my heart 
issad and anxious. In such a state how will I be able to 
ceive the inner meaning of the Srimad Bhagavatam? 
The great devotees shower their grace by revealing those 
meanings and only then can they be known. But I am 
alone, so how will I be satisfied by reading the Srimad 
Bhagavatam witha distracted mind?” 

‘Again you might interject here “Simply contem- 
plate your mood of surrender. Sri Acharyaji has taught 
in his “Vivekadhairyasraya” (Wisdom, Perserverance 
and Refuge] treatise” Sri Hari must be your refuge in 
the powerless as well as in the empowered state”. The 
Lord tells Arjuna in the Srimad Bhagavadgitaji” Give 
up all forms of religion and simply surrender unto me 
for I will deliver you from all sinful activities, do not 
worry” With this attitude of surrender everything should 
be perfected”. 

Sri Harirayji still laments “My mind is confused 
and I find this contemplation [on surrenderimpossible 
[10] 


Verse 11 
My ability to suitably apply my mind to the chanting 
of the 8 syllable prayer of surrender has been compro- 
mised by my attachment to worldly chatter far removed 
from the Lords stories. 
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People approaching me devotedly considering me to be 
very advanced has destroyed my humility, [11] 
Tika 

Itis said that even if you cannot do any other devotional 
practice then you should still constantly repeat the 
syllable prayer of surrender through which everythin 
will be perfected, And Sri Acharyaji has taught in his 
*“Navaratna” [The Nine Jewels] treatise;” My concise 
opinion is that you should constantly repeat the mantra 
“Sri Krishna Sharanam mama’. So I should simply do 
this. However, when there isattachment to worldly talks 
how will this repetition happen? I am so Wrapped 
in worldly matters that I find it impossible to Properly 
chant this 8 syllable prayer of surrender. To this 
dilemma a solution is offered-" If you cannot repeat 
the 8 syllable mantra then simply surrender to the Lord 
with all humility and this will please the Lord. Sri 
Acharyaji has taught "Dainyam tvattoshasadhanam;” 
humility satisfies the Lord”. However, in this world, 
lots of people have been praising me and so I have 
developed an egocentric possiveness, thinking myself 
to be great, clever and righteous, and thus I have no 
humility. Due to such praise I have become puffed up 
and wander around proudly and my humility has 
disappeared. Now what can I do? [11] 


Verse 12 
How can someone, like me, who has been abandoned by 
the true devotees,come to understand the inner mean- 
ing of self-surrender? For those who have not reached 
detachment even the concept of dedication is difficult 
to fathom. [12] 
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Tika 


It has been stated “you should look deeply into your 
self dedication, for it will lead you to perfection”. Sri 
Harirayji says here “All the great and accomplished 
devotees of this Path of Grace have left me, so how will 
| be able to make such an investigation? It is very 
important to do this in the company of good 
devotees. Sti Acharyaji has taught in his “Navaratna” 
{the Nine Jewels] treatise;” Contemplate your dedication 
in the company of my dear devotees”. So how can I do 
itall alone?It could be said here” Just simply take refuge 
in the Lord. Sri Acharyaji has explained the perfection 
of refuge in his “Sri Krishnasraya” [Refuge in Krishna] 
treatise, so just follow that way “Sri Harirayji again says 
here” Refuge in the Lord can only then be perfected 
when the mind is freed from all mundane and scriptural 
considerations. My mind is full of such matters. I am 
not fully detached, so how can I.even start to be 
surrendered? O, what to do?, surrender is very difficult” 


(12] 

Verse 13 
How can I develop unshakeable faith in Sri Krishnas 
Lotus Feet when my consciousness is so fickle? The 
foundations of such faith and surrender are wisdom and 
fortitude so how will that firm refuge come to me, the 
king of fools? [13] 


Tika 
Here Sri Harirayji berates "My consciousness has 
become very unsteady due to its involvement in worldly 
activities and contacts and therefore I have failed to 
develop firm refuge at Sri Krishnas Lotus Feet. Wisdom 
and perseverance are the ways to attain such surrender 
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but I,the king of fools, have neither. One should have 
all three-wisdom, perserverance and refuge, In his 
“Vivekadhairyasraya” [Wisdom, Perserverance and 
Refuge] treatise Sri Acharyaji has written—" You should 
always protect your wisdom and perserverance and 
carefully nourish your surrender to the Lord” So, when 
such wisdom and fortitude are carefully kept then firm 
shelter can ensue, But lam so ignorant, how can | perfect 
such qualities? Therefore I have no firm dedication,”(13} 


Verse 14 


“Lhave also left the place, the Vraja Land, the experi~ 
ence of which leads to loving sentiment for the Lord. 0, 
where can Inow find that Land of Vraja where the Lords 
Lotus Footprints and their embellishments(the symbols 


of a flag, thunderbolt, goad and lotus etclare found?” 
(14) 


Tika 

Now Sri Harirayji tells us “If nothing else is possible 
then contemplate on and emulate the Lords pastimes 
in His Divine Vraja Land, from which may ensue the 
experience of these in your heart. This divine mood 
can be felt just by seeing the pastimes and their 
paraphernalia connected to the Vraja land. But I have 
been removed from that Land and am now ina distant 
region where that process of experience through simple 
vision does not occur.” 

Through the expressions of his total lack of means 
Si Harirayji has reached a state of total humility from 
which has arisen his mood of painful separation and 
divine longing and cessation of identification with the 
material body. His heart overflows with the Pastimes 
of Vraja but he calls out" O, where is that Land of Vraja? 
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Where Sri Krishna plays in countless ways with His 
close Vraja devotees? O, where is that Land of Vraja? 
Where you can find His Footprints all over the place, 
which display the 9 symbols of the flag, thunderbolt, 
goad, svastika, lotus, octagon, barley grain, vertical line 
and pitcher on His right Foot and the 7 symbols of the 
cows foot, plum, fish, bow, triangle, half-moon and the 
sky on His left Foot.? Thus there are 16 symbols 
altogether. O, where is that Land of Vraja covered with 
such symbols? [14] 


Verse 15 


O, where is that mountain called Sri Giriraji,also 
known as “Krishnadas” [the servant of Krishna] 
through the close proximity of whom the love of the 
Pulindi ladies blossomed and was nourished? Where is 
that Land rendered most superior by the presence of the 
Sri Yamunaji River who distributes the Love of the 
Lords pastimes to all? [15] 
Tika 

Where is that most benevolent mountain Sri Giriraji also 
called Krishnadas, the servant of Krishna? Where the 
love for the Lord first became established in the hearts 
of the Pulindi ladies, the simple forest dwellers, and 
through whose association that love developed and 
grew? That mountain Sri Giriraji serves the Lord with 
every part of his being, brings Him comfort in every 
season, gives pleasure to His cows and is devotionally 
inspiring. And where is the Sri Yamunaji River? O, 
where is that Land where She flows, fulfilling the 
spiritualdesires of all the Gopis? Where is that Land , 
taking shelter in which leads to the direct experience of 
the Lord Sri Krishna? [15] 
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Verse 16 

Where is that sound of the flute that attracted alt 

Vraja devotees? And where are those herds of 

which have been stroked by the Lords Lotus hand 


those 
cows 
? (16) 
Tika 

Now Sri Harirayji asks "Where is that sound of the flute 
which blesses all moving and non-moving beings with 
its nectar? And where are those innumerable herds of 
cows that the Lord has cherished and to which He has 
given the pleasure of being stroked by His Lotus hands? 
f6) 

[Note to verse 16—there are 3 types of sound 
produced by the Lords flute; resonating, [kujan] 
melodious [gita] and calling [raval . It isthe latter sound 
cited here.} 


Verse 17 

And where are those trees of the forest of Sri Vrindavan 
from which oozes sweet nectar which is both the 
essence and the source of the Lords endless pastimes? 
And where are those birds, the embodiment of 
enlightened sages, that sit upon the branches of those 
trees ever attentively listening out for the sounds of Sri 
Krishnas flute? 17] 


Tika 
In the Sri Vrindavan Forest, where Sri Krishna performs 
endless pastimes together with his devotees, there are 
many beautiful trees which ooze with nectar when they 
hear the sound of His flute. O, where are those trees? 
There are also birds which sit upon the arm-like 
branches of the trees, poised in anticipation of hearing 
the nectarean lovely sounds of His flute. They renounce 
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Jess bird-like nature and sit as still as great 
10” canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam in 
(The Song of the Flute], the Gopis tell Sri 
i” other, the birds of the Sri Vrindavan 
Ce oh great sages who are perched on the 
arm-like boughs of the trees, rich with attractive foliage 
wers and fruits, but with no desire to eat them, just 
peung at Sri Krishna with unblinking eyes and for 
whom there exists no other sound worth listening to 
than the sweet voice of the flute spoken by their Lord.” 
Here Sri Harirayji is absorbed in this very mood 17] 
[Notes to verse 17-aJalthough the fruits are usually 
very attractive to birds, here, since they are really great 
sages, they are too rapt in the sound of the flute to want 
to eat them. b]the sages know that the flute is sounded 
by Sri Krishna and that it is Sri Krishna who spoke the 
Vedas, so the sound of the fluteis actually non-different 
from the sound of the Vedas. c] Here it is written that 
they have given up listening to any other sound other 
than the Lords Glories, in which is included the Sound 


of the Flute.) 


ine “Venugita’ 


Verse 18 
And where is the dust of the feet of those Gopis of Vraja? 
‘And where the sweet and pure sound of them churning 
the butter? [18] 
Tika 

Now Sri Harirayji asks “How can I find the dust of the 
lotus feet of the Gopis of Vraja? Sri Uddhava has stated 
in the Bhramar Gita [SB,10,47,61] “Oh, let me be 
incarnated as any one of the shrubs, creepers or herbs 
in the woodlands of Sri Vrindavana so I might catch 
fon my head]the dust of the feet of these blessed ladies 
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who have successfully trodden the path of devotion 
leading to Sri Krishna, which paths strenuously sought 
after by even the scriptures ~ by neglecting their own 
people as well as the path trodden by the virtuous both 
‘of which are so difficult for a chaste lady to abandon,” 
{Note;- these Gopis of Vraja were previously the 
letters and lines of the Vedas and other scriptures whose 
longing to see the object of their praises led them to this 
incarnation as the Gopis. So, here, they have left behind 
the scriptural path and abandoned everything to take 
shelter in the Love of the Lord]. 
Revelling in this mood Sri Harirayji here seeks the 
dust of their feet and bemoans his separation from it. 
In the early morning the sound of ladies churning 
butter is very auspicious. The Srimad Bhagavatam again 
states” Early in the morning the Gopis rise, light the 
lamps and tidy their homes and begin to churn the 
butter As they pull the ropes the bangles on their wrists 
, the belled belts around their hips, the jewelled 
necklaces on their chests and their dangling earrings 
all begin to swing and jingle. Their pink cheeks are 
shiny, their lovely forehead markings look bright; they 
shine more brightly than the lamps and the jewels. The 
sound of their voices as they loudly sing the praises of 
their lotus-eyed Lord mixes with sounds of their 
churning the butter and the sounds reach up to the 
heavens dispersing all kinds of inauspiciousness 


everywhere, 
Here Sri Harirayji is revelling in the mood of his 


longing to hear these sounds{18] 
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Verse 19 


O, where is my physical connection to the sands of Sri 
Yamunaji and the touch of Her waters? My heart is 
turned away from the Lord, how can I ever become one 
of His own devotees? [19] 


Tika 


Here Sri Harirayji laments” Where are the sands of the 
Gri Yamunaji? And where are Her waters rendered 
nectar by the sweat arising from the Lords supreme 
loving pastimes? Ihave no connection to either the sands 
or the water, a grain or a drop of which can grant a 
body ualified to directly enter the Lords play. Sri 
ji has written in his “Sri Yamunashtapadi” 
treatise” O, when will I be able to blissfully cover my 
whole body with the sands from your banks?” 

Sri Harirayji, absorbed in the mood of these words 
now experiences separation from all these Vraja 

times. He humbly submits “I am turned away from 
the Lord so how will I ever become an accomplished 
devotee? If | had devotional virtues then I would find 
the association of other devotees through which my 
hearts love for the Lord would grow. I crave that 
association. [19] 


Verse 20 
Tam residing so far away from my Lord, the Supreme 
Bliss, it is not surprising that I am continually 
distressed. In the absence of anyone to help nourish the 
divine love in my heart my attitude of surrender to Sri 
Mahaprabhuji is also lacking [20] 
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Tika 

5 Grace the Forms of our Lord, Who is the 
ae ae and replete with pure nectar, to Whom 
the devotee offers service are Sri Nathaji the Lord of 
Govardhan, the seven Forms of Sri Krishna belongin 
to the lineage members, Sri Vitthalnathaji and each 
devotees personal Deity. 

Tam so far removed from these Forms of my Lord 
and this is why Iam always sad. For one I have no rea} 
love in my heart or feeling for Him, and I also have 
noone to help me develop and nourish such love, 
Therefore I know that I do not have firm faith and Tefuge 
in Sri Acharyajis lotus feet; another reason for my 
griefl20] 

Verse 21 
I am completely absorbed in sense gratification and 


hence haveno knowledge with which to view the Lord; 
in fact I am devoid of all devotional practice[21] 


Tika 
Sri Harirayji states “I am overtaken with worldly 
desires. Therefore the Lord cannot reside in my heart.” 

Sri Acharyaji has written in his “Sanyasanirnaya” 
{Conclusionson Renunciation] treatise—“Sri Hari does 
not reside in the heart of the soul whose mind is 
absorbed in sensual pleasures.” The Lord does not 
remain in the heart full of worldly desires. 

Tam so full of such desires that I do not even wish 
to see the Lord. Why then would He ever enter my 
heart? I have no devotional practice so how will I ever 
cultivate and establish love for the Lord in my heart ? 
[21] 
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Verse 22 


If there were true devotional consciousness in my heart 
then it might bring forth the realisation of 
“nissadhanta” [total lack of worthy spiritual practice 
whence abject humility)However I have no such 
consciousness and thus my nissadhanta can only be 
attributed to my great impurities [22] 


Tika 


Sri Harirayji again self examines—” I have no devotion 
and am sitting here with no devotional practice. I have 
given up all worthwhile activity related to the Lord. 
My attitude and activity thus do not engender 
realisation and humility, and in this state nothing can 
be accomplished. 

If a worldly person makes no spiritualpractice it 
can hardly be called “nissadhanta”. [ am exactly like 
that, full of attachment to the world where total lack of 
any kind of God-related actionslike serving or remem- 
bering Him is in no way comparable to the elevated 
state of “nissadhanta”. 

Thave not developed any deep rooted love forthe 
Lord in my heart which might transform my attitude 
and so if I do no spiritual practice that state cannot be 
called “nissadhanta” rather only impurity.”{22] 

[Note to verse 22. 

a]when the heart is full of devotional love then the 
realisation of lack of spiritual practice leads to humility 
and the thought process-‘I am full of impurities and 

follow no worthwhile godly path, so what will become 
of me? 

blwhen there is such a lack of devotional love as 
well as of good practice then impurity ensues} 
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Verse 23 


How can it be possible for someone who is blind deaf 
, dumb and mad, who has no hands, is lame and thus 
rendered powerless, to achieve anything? [23] 


Tika 


If the body is totally incapacitated then it cannot achieve 
anything whether worldly or spiritual. In the same kind 
of way, spiritual practice without loving intention and 
devotion in the heart is just false. How can a blind person 
see, a deaf person hear, a dumb person speak, a person 
with no hands grasp anything or a person without feet 
walk? What cana mad person achieve? In this very same 
way, how can a person who has no loving divine 
sentiment in their heart and who is full of attachment 
to the world ever reach the rare state of deep devotion 
which is so hard to attain? Without such devotion the 
ultimate reward of the Path of Grace cannot be attained, 

The great devotee Poet Surdas has written 

“Worship love-filled Krishna with the devotional 
sentiment of the Gopis. 

Without such love he will not acceptas service your 
millions of acts and practices. 

The fire sages asked to be shown how to attain love 
for and with the Lord 

They had to drop their male identity and 
completely turn around to worship in the feminine 
mood . 

In the intensity of their love the Gopis ran from 
their homes to meet Krishna with their clothes and 
ornaments all put on upside down, 

Ona printing press the letters are set in reverse but 
become correct when printed. 
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Inthestate of love the rules of the Vedas don’t apply. 

The poet Sur says “those clever Gopis were able to 
captivate that Enchanter Krishna” 

So know therefore, that only with deep devotion 
in the heart can anything be accomplished. I am totally 
devoid of such love and thus can achieve nothing{23] 


Verse 24 


Idonothave the sincere desire to cultivate a devotional 
Path,on the contrary, I am full of worldly desires and 
confusion. am convinced that Sri Hari is ignoring me 
and hence am always worried about my destiny[24] 


Tika 

Inever focus my mind on my service, thinking of ways 
to please the Lord. In fact such thoughts about serving 
the Lord never even cross my mind. Quite the contrary, 
am eaten up by constant worldly desires for hedonistic 
gratification and concern for the sustenance of my body. 
Because of this the Lord has tumed away from me, never 
even remembering me at all. I am an ocean of impurity 
and that is why He has left me; most especially my worst 
fault is envy which never affects saintly and devotional 
souls. When Ravan kicked his brother Vibhishana he 
did not react but rather submitted politely. Krishnadas 
barred Sri Gusainji from entering the temple and having 
the sight of Sri Nathaji but Sri Gusainji remained 
favourable to him. The Lord is pleased when His 
devotees behave like this. | am constantly envious of 
accomplished devotees and so the Lord ignores me, 
Now where should I go and what can I do? What ismy 
destiny? O, I am so unhappy, [24] 
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Verse 25/26 
My manager, supposedly a renunciate, has behaved in 
an inappropriate way by falling in with a woman, 
[25]In the association of a widow in a village in Surat 
he facilitated an abortion with herbs[26] 


Tika 

Sri Harirayji states “Lam already full of grief about my 
devotional Path and now now I also have a nag 
worldly situation to deal with. My manager who was 
seemingly a renunciate and the recipient of praise from, 
all around, whom I considered to be a Graced sou) and 
whom I kept close to myself, fell in with a woman.In 
this Age of Kali women behave very enticingly and can 
render a man devoid of patience, knowledge anq 
wisdom. Thus he fell under her sway and behaved ve 
badly as his heart became infatuated with her. [25] in 
this way, infatuated with the feminine Bender, he 
secretly went to a village in Surat where he had Telations 
with a widow who became pregnant. They both became 
very sad and confused and didn’t know what to do, 
They obtained many types of herbs and medicines and 
aborted the foetus. Now everyone everywhere has 
heard about this [26] 


{Note to verses 25/26- a] it seems that the purpose 
of writing this tale is to show how one must be very 
careful about the company that one keeps. A person 
might see, when you look from a superficial point of 
view, to be very pious. Look to their inner heart before 
taking them as your close companion. 

‘b] the manager was supposed to be a renunciate so 
it was more surprising that he fell in with a woman. ¢] 
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nunciates should never be close to the opposite 
nder. dJ there issome discrepancy in textual versions 
asto whether the manager was the father of the foetus 
or just the facilitator of the abortion. It doesn’t matter- 

‘should not have been involved in this way with a 
woman at all. [26] 


rel 


Verse 27 


There is no doubt that one or the other of them caused 
the death, The Vaishnava named Premji made a lot of 
effort to relieve the situation for me[27] 
Tika 

Because the foetus was aborted with herbs and medi- 
cines this amounts to murder. The muslim ruler of that 
area at the time heard about this. Without a doubt the 
grievious effect of all this has been equal to death itself; 
how much more can I explain it? My associate, the 


Vaishnava Premji, put in a lot of effort to reverse this 
unfortunate situation and to appease the ruler [27] 


Verse 28 


Now whom can I trust? My heart is full of grief and 
because of the lack of manpower even my home is not 
running efficiently [28] 


Tika 


After all of these affairs, in whom should I trust? I had 
kept in my company this true devotee who had given 
up family life and renounced all its painful association. 
When this kind of person can become involved in such 
an affair then whom should I keep close to me? Whom 
should I trust? It is impossible to find any suitable 
Person and that is a sad situation. When I travel I need 


. c= 
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someone at home but I cannot find such a person Neither 
do I trust anyone; without trust there is no contentment, 
{28} 


Verse 29 
This Vaishnava devotee Premji has an affectionate heart 
but I cannot overlook these tainted activities of his, 
He is trying hard to live like a renunciate, [29] 


Tika 

Premji is a devotee with a very loving heart. He has 
been involved in and looked after all my worldly and 
spiritual activities, but I cannot forget these wrongful 
activities of his. Premji has firm dedication towards me 
and tries to avoid the mundane world; he does a lot of 
work for me. He is a householder but as far as. possible 
has kept a renounced attitude according to scriptural 
tules. With him around my mind had been at ease[29] 


Verse 30 
I tolerated all of Premjis offensive behaviour. Now, 
under the sway of false anger, he is trying to leave, so 
please write to him with some reconciliatory advice 
Boy 


Tika 

Now Premji is thinking of leaving me, and I am 
wondering how I will cope. So please write some words 
‘of pacification. lam confiding my grief to you, so please 
understand. I have tolerated the offence and he is 

7 er, A devotional soul never 
cst Anke eee nae huge obstacle on the 
devotional path and renders mental absorption into the 
‘Lord impossible. [30] 


hiksha Patra 


Verse 31 
Now Grace prevails as before. A pacified mindset and 
ceful situation are now reinstated. Therefore please 

do not be afraid to write to me. (31) 


Tika, 
AGraceful situation has been reinstated. Be affectionate 
tome and do not be afraid to write to me. [am travelling 
at the momentand thus need company. When a known 
companion leaves then it is necessary to replace them. 
Your letters can remove their doubts and objections so 
please do writel31] 


Verse32 
Please write to him in such a way that his heart and 
mind remain stable —with lots of praise. He does tend 
to talk a bit too much However he is free from the ma- 
jor faults of lack of faith and taking shelter elsewhere 
and thus is a good person. [32] 

Tika 

Please write him letters of praise so that he is 
reconciliated and his consciousness becomes one- 
pointed. He might be very talkative but he is free from 
the two most major impurities, faithlessness and 
disloyalty, and can therefore be considered a very good 
person{32) 


Verse 33 
Your association is, for him, like an expert Ayurvedic 
doctor[traditional mediclwhose healing auspices bring 
comfort into the home. So he has become like a ball 
which may fall down but then soon bounces back up 
again. [33] 
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Tika 


The physician of a household knows a cure for ever 
typeof disease and so is very useful in bringing comfort 
through healing, Justasa ball descends but then bounces 
back up again, in the same way this man of renounced 
character fell down, but now, with the healing help of 
your association has risen back to his original status, 
Any other matter will be known from his written 
replies(33] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 40 


LETTER : 41 - [13 Verses] 


“A COLLECTION OF ALL THE 
PRINCIPLES” 


Translators introduction- 


This 41" letter explains all the appropriate activities and 
attitudes for a follower of Sri Acharyaji and the Path of 
Grace re-iterating the salient points of the preceeding 


emissives. 
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INTRODUCTION 

4) at letter explains how accomplished and 
rienced devotees should only involve themselves 
in mundane activities to the extent to which it benefits 
their service to the Lord. They should cultivate a very 

ure attitude towards the Lord in their hearts, They 
should use only an much wealth for material purposes 
an in totally necessary for their survival. In this Path of 
Groce serving, the Lord ix the method and the reward. 
In this present birth, service to the Lord using body and 
wealth is thetemporal reward and serving Him with 
the spiritual body (translator's note: gained through the 
total absorbtion of the heart into His Love) is the 
transcendental reward, 

In order to reach this state, keep good association, 
Always cultivate the longing for His sight, ete, The Lord 
Himself takes care of His close devotees and so anxiety 
is only for fools. This is the reason why | have written 
these letters of instruction for the servants of Sri 
Acharyaji. Keeping, to these teachings, serve the Lord 
and all will be perfected. In this letter Sri Harirayji 
further explains all the principles of the Path of Grace 
that are to be practised by every dedicated devotee of 
the Path, 


This 


Versest/2 
Involve yourself in worldly affairs in as much as they 
are useful in the service of Sri Krsna. However, in every 
instance, your first and foremost consideration should 
be the Lord, not just the mundane act, [1] 


—_ 
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Because the Lord is displeased when His closes 
devotees become attached to worldly affairs, the 
become subject to His indifference and their mundane 
matters are never successful, [2] 


Tika 

Now Sri Harirayji is clarifying the principles of this Path, 
of Grace. Accomplished devoteesintegrate all their 
worldly activities into their service of the Lord. This jg 
the supreme devotional attitude. Your home, relatives 
family, senses, your interaction with them and every. 
thing else should be employed in your service to the 
Lord. Even your affection for any of these should be for 
the sake of His service. Your involvement with them 
should be with the understanding of how they are useful 
in your service to your Lord. Even your relationship 
with your spouse should be consummated for the sake 
of producing a child who is a devoted soul. In his 
“Nirodhalaksan” [Nirodha Bound by Sri Hari] treatise, 
Sri Acharyaji has written, “Have affection for the sake 
of a child who is a devotee of the Lord.” 

Whatever presents an obstacle to your service 
should be renounced and whatever is favourable should 
be gathered unto you. 

Wherever you find your mind engaging itself, for 
example, whatever you hear or see, regard it all as the 
Lord's playful pastimes. The Lord will be pleased when 
you think about Him exclusively, not about mundane 
matters. 

Some might question, “The pull of the world is very 
strong and without dealing with it we can’t sustain our 
existence. We can only survive by engaging in worldly 
matters when we have to and serving the Lord 
whenever we can. The Lord is merciful so even if we 
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only doa little service, He will consider it to be a lot 
Therefore what is the necessity of giving up all world! ly 
activities?” The answer to such questions now follows, 


a The Lord becomes displeased when His close 

* devotees overly engage in mundane activity and then 
He may ignore and become aloof from them. Then 
mental anxiety arises during the period of service 
‘causing the mind to run here and there unbridled. This 
leads to the Lord posing obstacles in the service 

In his “Sevaphalam” [Rewards of Service] treatise, 
Sri Acharyaji has written, “The root cause of all of this 
is the desire to enjoy on a physical plane.” Therefore 
only when you are able to give up the cravings 
associated with eating, drinking, bodily enjoyment and 
the gratification of the senses will you be able to serve 
the Lord in an appropriate manner. Whatever you do, 
the intention must be to serve the Lord thereby. 

Don’t let your mind be fully fixated on the process 
of selfish physical enjoyment or the fluctuation between 
joy and grief that arises therefrom because this will lead 
toanxiety during your service to the Lord. Consequently 
the Lord becomes displeased and allows obstacles to 
arise in your service or may even make service 
impossible. Then you might even abandon the Lord and 
become totally attached to worldly affairs, none of 
which can ever be fully successful. All kinds of mis- 
fortune may follow. Therefore never ever become 
attached to mundane activities and always completely 
ngage your mind in the uninterrupted service of the 
Lord. (2} 
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Verne 3 


You should try to establish a very pure attitude towards 
the Lord, not one that is founded on deception. The Long 
is the inner witness living in the heart of all embodied 
souls and is fully aware of your heart's deepest sent). 
ment and intention, [3] 


Tika 


Inall activities related to the Lord, you should keep your 
heart firm and pure, engaging inthem with an un- 
changing loving mood. Never do your service to tho 
Lord as adisplay for others. For example, if you know 
a Vaishnava willbe visting you, on that day you cleverly 
dress your Lord using all sorts of beautiful ornamenta- 
tion and you chant your mantras, read your scriptures 
and talk very nicely. On the day when no visitor ie 
expected, you do your service in an ordinary way. This 
is what is meant by deception and you should never 
behave like this. Asan example of this, once Sri Gusainji 
went to Agra and visited a Vaishnava’s home, That 
Vaishnava presented the way he served his Lord at home 
using the above-mentioned type of deception, Sri 
Gusainjisaw through the false image he wasattempting 
to project, calling it a mere display. This type of 
deception is absolutelyinappropriate, bringing no 
devotional reward, rather, finding its only fruition in 
temporal fame. Attachment to wordly recognition 
destroys your devotional attitude. The Lord knows the 
innermost feelings of everyone’s heart and so mental 
cunning serves no purpose, Inhis “Vivekdhairyasraya” 
(Wisdom, Perseverence, and Refuge] treatise, Sri 
Acharyaji has written, “The Lord is everywhere, 
everything belongs to Him. He is fully capable and all- 
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knowing.” Therefore serve the Lord, bearing this in 
mind, and you will get the appropriate reward. Never 
serve the Lord out of greed, for the sake of fame, or 
using deception. Serve the Lord whilst adhering to the 
guidelines of the Path of Grace, never fostering desire 
for worldly or scriptural success, [3] 


Vere 4 


When you have developed this purity of consciousness, 
the Lord Himself will grant you success in worldly 
affairs. He removes all obstacles and your life can be 
rerfected. This is the only process by which such success 
can be attained. [4] 
Tika 
Here the question may arise, “If we, putting all faith in 
the Lord, offer Him everything we have, then how can 
we serve Him without any worldly interaction or 
wealth?” The answer given here is that Vaishnava 
devotees should focus one pointedly on the Lord with 
the purest love in their heart and always be ready to 
serve Him. Seeing the purity of their love towards Him, 
He allows them success in the worldly and seriptural 
realms. This has been demonstrated in the story of Sant 
Das wherein the Lord arranged for him to support 
himself nicely with savings of just twenty rupees and, 
in the story of Padmanabhdas, the Lord perfected his 
service even though he was only able to offer small 
bowls of uncooked chickpeas. Here the lesson is always 
toserve the Lord with the puresitonsciousness 
The next doubt that may arise is, “ What to do when 
obstructions arise in worldly and scriptural matters?” 
Here the answer is that only the Lord Flimself can 
temove obstacles and perfect everything. In his 
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“Bhaktivardhani” [How to Increase Devotion] treatise, 
Sri Acharyaji has written, “It is my opinion that to one 
who is totally attached to serving the Lord and hearing 
and speaking of His pastimes, no ruin can come for as 
Jong as they live. There is a possibility of obstructions 
arising for one who lives in isolation, so it is not 
recommended. It may be said that living as part of a 
household can also invite many obstacles, so what to 
do? The answer given is that Sri Krishna, the Remover 
ofall sorrows, will certainly protect His devotee in every 
way. 

” The Lord will most definitely protect His devotee 
who serves Him with the firmest faith, withdrawing 
their mind from all activities other than serving Him 
and hearing the stories of His pastimes, just as the Lord 
protected Ambarish from the curse of Durvasa. 
Therefore, if you fill your heart with the Lord and are 
always ready to serve Him, He will remove all 
obstructions and perfect your life. This is the only way 
forward. Otherwise such divine protection will not 
occur. Thus you should know that the Lord is your only 
companion in this world and the next. [4] 


Verse 5 
A dedicated devotee of the Lord should invest in their 
worldly affairs only as much as is absolutely neces- 
sary. When they are thus detached, even though their 
worldly involvement may increase it will not be 
obstructive. [5] 

Tika 
Ssi Harirayji tells us here that the optimum situation is 
to not be involved in worldly affairs at all. However if 
you cannot totally disengage from mundane activities 
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then you should involve yourself only as much as is 
absolutely necessary with complete detachment. The 
main obstruction is attachment; without it, however 
much your worldly affairs increase, they will still not 
become obstructive. 

In his “Nibandha” treatise, Sri Acharyaji has 
written, “The worldly home should be renounced in 
every way. If you cannot just leave it, then use it in the 
service of Sri Krishna, for He will release you from your 
attachments to the world. 

Inhis “Bhaktivardhini” [How to Increase Devotion} 
treatise, Sri Acharyaji has written, “One who is free from 
worldly obligations should worship Sri Krishna 
lovingly through listening to the stories of His pastimes 
and other devotional activities. One who does have 
worldly obligations should always try to keep their 

innermost heart focused on Sri Krishna by listening to 
His Praises, etc"When strong detachment develops 
from these teachings, you should give up everything 
and just worship Krishna. If such detachment is not 
possible, then use the worldly home in the service of 
Sri Krishna. The optimum situation is to have no other 
occupation. However, if this is not possible. try to 
engage yourself in necessary activities in such a way 
that your heart stays fixed on the Lord. If you adhere to 
these teachings, obstacles will not arise, otherwise they 
may. [5] = 


[Notes for Verse 5: 

a) ‘Renounced in every way’ means that your body, 
senses, mind and everything else should detach from 
the home. If you retain even the slightest connection or 
love for the home, your renunciation is incomplete. 
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‘ ts to the world’ here means ego- 
i ne in regard to the home. These 
dissolve when the home is given in offering to Sri 
Krishna, an act that breaks such attachments. 
©) Worshiping Sri Krishna lovingly whilst free from 
worldly obligations’ means worshiping Him with no 
attachment to worldly or scriptural considerations. If 
you cannot thus be fully detached, keep your innermost 
heart focused on the Lord in all circumstances. When 
you do this, Sri Krishna, the Remover of all sorrows, 
vwill not allow any obstructions to arise.) 


Verse 6 

If you do not follow the above guidelines your 
connection to the worldly realm will become 
obstructive as the Lord withdraws His involvement. 
Therefore always keep your heart and mind fixed in their 
most important function; service to the Lord. Any other 
activities should be done whilst weighing up their 
usefulness in such service and never as independently 
meaningful.{6] 


Tika 

The Lord lives in your innermost heart. So, if your 
attachment to worldly and scriptural affairs grows and 
takes over He becomes aloof. In his “Sanyasanirnaya” 
{Conclusions on Renounciation] treatise, Sri Acharyaji 
has written” When the Lord sees that an embodied souls 
mind and senses have become attached to worldly 
objects and activities He then pulls away from that soul 
, voiding their capacity to experience the nectar of 
devotional love for Him.” 

Seeing a soul totally absorbed in worldly enjoment 
He ignores them and even abandons them. Therefore 
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do not allow your mind to become attached to worldly 
matters. Involve yourself in activity related to the Lord, 
Seeing everything as related to His service, for example 
trying to facilitate His festivals with the appropriate 
offerings of foodstuffs, clothing and ornamentation. 
Keep your heart thus focused on activities related to Sri 
Krishna and your mind fixed on His stories. Only listen 
to such topics that help to develop this kind of a re- 
nunciation from worldly matters and that increase your 
love for the devotional Path. The supreme reward is 
when your heart becomes completely absorbed in His 
service, when you know that everything belongs to Him 
and that nothing really belongs to you. Even the body 
is not for your own enjoyment but has been given to 
you by his Grace for His service and in order for youto 
become His devoted humble follower. Such are the 
elevated qualities of a true devotee. (6) 


Verse 7 
Service to the Lord is both the means and the reward 
whether done here on this mundane plane or with a 
divine body on the ultramundane level. [7] 


Tika 

The highest principle of this Path of Grace is that serving 
the Lord is both the means and the reward. According 
to the principles of the Path of Lawful Limitation the 
practice is separate from the reward, whereas they are 
‘one within the Path of Grace. Here Sri Harirayjis advice 
is to always serve the Lord with the knowledge that the 
service itself is the ultimate reward and not a practice 
leading to a separate result. That train of thought 

belongs to the Path of Knowledge. For example Sri 

Kapildevji taught his mother that to contemplate on 
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the Lords Form from toe to head and thereafter meditate 
‘on the Supreme formless essence brings a very ele- 
mentary reward. Ifyou consider your service to the Lord 
to be a means to attain a separate reward then it will 
only bring you impersonal liberation. So you must know 
that it is the service itself that is the ultimate reward, 
When your heart is steady in this realization you already 
have the grace -filled reward. 

Know that service done in this world with your 
material body is the reward within this mundane plane 
and that when you attain a divine body and serve the 
Lord therewith you will have attained the reward in 
the spiritual world. [7] 


Verse 8 


Towards this goal keep the association of good 
devotees which increases the hearts love for the Lord, 
Just as a fire extinguishes without fuel so your loving 
sentiments for the Lord are cooled through contact with 
the world. [8] 


Tika 

Without the association of accomplished devotees the 
mood of your heart whilst serving the Lord becomes 
compromised and the service is reduced to an act. 
Therefore you should associate with pure devotees who 
are initiated into the Path of Grace and who are keenly 
involved in their service to the Lord.In his “Navaratna” 
{The Nine Jewels] treatise Sri Acharyaji has written 
“Always remember your dedication to the Lord in the 
company of His close devotees” 

Following these instructions you should associate 
with great devotees initiated into this Path of Grace and 
contemplate your dedication to the Lord in their 
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company. You should Rot associate with people of a 
contradictory, path however nice they may be. At the 
start of the 35" Letter Sri Hariray$ has written that there 
are two main causes of pain for the Lords close devotee: 
having to associate and speak with sols not on the same 
path and second, not being able to associate or discuss 
with souls who are on the same Path. 

When a meeting occurs between two souls on the 
same Path the nectar of devotion swells. In his 
“Nirodhlakshana” [Nirodha, bound to Sri Hari] treatise, 
Sri Acharyaji has written Joy arises from the meeting 
of great devotees to sing the Lords praises. It can be 
compared to the good taste of a delicious meal whereas 
worldly discussion is tasteless like stale dry food.” 

Regular listening to the words of Pure devotees 
causes your hearts love to swell. Listening to the words 
of worldly minded is like the stale food which might 
fill your stomach but brings no satisfaction. Knowing 
this, always keep the company of pure devotees of this 
Path of Grace whereby your service, remembrance of 
the Lord and your devotional mood will grow. If you 
add no fuel to a burning fire it will soon go out. The 
love of true devotees for the Lord is like the fire-you 
must add fuel to it in the form of good association or 
the love for the Lord in your heart may become cool. In 
their company the divine sentiments flare up brightly 
like the fire when fed whilst worldly company is like 
water to extinguish the hearts love. Therefore you must 
make sure to associate with such accomplished 
devotees|8] 
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Verse 9 


The established mood of your heart should be constant 

craving to experience the Lord through His sight etcHe 

is an Ocean of Mercy and so will not grant you com. 

fort in the material world. [9] 

Tika 

Inthe Path of Grace the supreme reward is this craving 
within the heart. When you always burn with longing 
to see Him the Lord will shower His Grace. In his 
“Nirodhalakhan” [Bound by Sri Hari] treatise Sri 
Acharyaji has taught” The Lord fills with compassion 
when He sees those souls who suffer in His separation. 
Then that Bliss-filled, always joyous Lord manifests out 
of their hearts and appears directly before them. The 
Bliss of His Grace is rarer than the joy of His omnipresent 
Form. “ 

Fire is intrinsic in wood but manifests when two 
pieces are rubbed together, In this same way the Lord 
manifests before the devotee whose heart churns with 
the longing to see Him. The Lord is omnipresent and 
grants joy to all beings, but when He sees the affliction 
of His devotee He appears before them. Although His 
joy Permeates everything, His direct Grace is very rarely 
attained and is exclusive to His dedicated devotees. 
Therefore establish this very longing for the sight of the 
Sri Krishna, the Remover of All Sorrow, in your heart. 
Never direct such longings towards the world. If the 
Lord allows an embodied soul a comfortable position 
in the world they will turn their face away from Him, 
Therefore, because Heis an Ocean of Mercy, He removes 
their affection for the world and pulls it into Himself. 
When He sees that their hearts are fixed in Him He 
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rants them the experience of His Blissful Form. 
Therefore you must break your ties of affection for 
anything else other than the Lord. 

In the 11 Canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam the 
Lord says to Sri Uddhavaji”O, Uddhavji, Give up all 
ties of affection for your worldly relatives and friends 
and keep your mind focused exclusively upon Mealone. 
With your mind thus absorbed in Me and seeing Me 
everywhere and in everything and everyone you can 
walk in the world fearlessly"[9] «, 


Verse 10 
Like a loving father the Lord Sri Hari, Remover of all 
sorrow, takes it upon Himself to deal with all His 
devoted followers’ concerns. Without a doubt it is only 
a fool who worries! [10] F 
Tika 
‘A close devotee of the Lord needs never to have any 
anxiety concerning themself, their relatives, or anything 
to do with this world or the next; for the Lord takes 
care of His devotees just as a father looks after his own 
son who then has no cause to fear. A devotee who still 
worries due to ignorance is doubtlessly a complete fool. 
[10] 
Verse 11 

Therefore, those souls who have taken refuge in Sri 
Acharyaji, who have thereby become servants of the 
Lord and in whose hearts everything I have taught in 
these letters of instruction is firmly established, should 
simply serve the Lord. Thus, everything will reach 
perfection. [11] 


642 Shiksha Patra 


Tika 


All the effort that has been put into these instructions 
has been for the sake of those very souls who, through 
dedicating themselves to the service of Sri Acharyaji, 
endlessly fill their hearts with these teachings. There 
are many different Ways of Faith that teach the various 
tyes of souls according to their spiritual eligibility, In 
the Path of Devotion reading the relevant sacréd 
textssinging the Lords praises and listening to and 
talking about the stories of His pastimes are the 
practices but the most important is His service because 
it brings the devotee directly in front of the Lord. The 
supreme devotional reward cannot be attained without 
serving Him. Know in your heart that one who serves 
Him is joyfully blessed in every way for all their actions 
lead to the fruition of the Path of Gace. For them this is 
the ultimate Divine Principle. 
Now Sri Gopesvarji, author of all the commentaries 
contained within these Letters of Instruction , states 
“Dear and blessed Harijivandas! [to whom the letters 
are addressed]; By approaching your heart Sri Harirayji 
has removed all of my sorrow too, Please don’t think 
that I myself wrote these words; Sri Harirayji entered 
my heart and wrote them. Sri Acharyaji and Sri Gusainji 
reside permanently in Sri Harirayjis heart and thus he 
has been able to reveal all these teachings. You are very 
intelligent and must therefore carefully protect these 
secret and precious jewel-like instructions, for they are 
not to be carelessly exposed just everywhere and 
anywhere. [11] 


‘THUS CONCLUDES LETTER 41. 


“BHAVA SVARUPA 
NIRUPANAM” 


“A DESCRIPTION OF THE TRUE FORM OF 
LOVING DEVOTION FOR THE LORD” 
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INTRODUCTION 


THESE VERSES OF THE 38TH CHAPTER DO 
NOT APPEAR IN ALL TEXTUAL VERSIONS AND 
SO ARE KEPT SEPARATE HERE, BUT THEY ARE 
WRITTEN BY SRI HARIRAYJI AND ARR 
KNOWLEDGE THAT VAISHNAVAS SHOULD 
AQUIRE. 


VERSE 1 


INTHE SRUTIS IT IS STATED THAT THE LORD AND 
SUPERSOUL SRI KRISHNA IS REPLETE WITH DI- 
VINE SENTIMENT. WITHIN THE MOOD OF LOVE 
THERE ARE 2 ASPECTS—LOVE IN UNION AND 
LOVE IN SEPARATION. THE VEDAS HAVE EX- 
PLAINED HOW SRI KRISHNAS FORM IS PURELY 
LOVE AND THAT ONE BECOMES FULL OF BLIS§ 
BY LOVING HIM AND SO HE IS REPLETE WITH 
BLISS, THIS MOOD OF LOVE IS THE HIGHEST OF 
ALL SENTIMENTS AND THE LORD EMBODIES THIS 
MOOD WITH ITS TWO ASPECTS, UNION AND 
SEPARATION. [1] 


VERSE U3 

BOTH THESE CONDITIONS OF CONSCIOUSNESS, 
UNION AND SEPARATION, CAN BE DIVIDED INTO 
TWO TYPES. THE FIRST IS “DHARAM’ OR THE 
CONDITION ITSELF AND THE 2ND ‘DHARMI’ OR 
THE APPLICATION OF THAT CONDITION TO THE 
LORD HIMSELF. FOR EXAMPLE, UNION AS 
‘DHARAM' 15 WHEN THE LORD IS APPEARING DI- 
RECTLY BEFORE YOU AND UNION AS ‘DHARMI’ 
1S WHEN THE LORD UNITES WITH YOU BY RESID- 
ING HIDDEN INSIDE YOUR HEART. [2] 
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IN THE SAME WAY SEPARATION AS ‘DHARAM 1g 
‘A WAY OF PERSUADING THE LogD To 
APPEARIFOR EXAMPLE IN THE 5 CHAPTERS OF 
‘THE SRIMAD BHAGAVATAM CONCERNING THE 
GREAT CIRCLE RASA DANCE THE GOPIS wens 
EXPERIENCING DIRE PAIN IN SEPARATION 
FROM THE LORD AND THEN HE APPEARED TO 
THEM.) 
AND WHEN THE GOPIS EXPERIENCE THE HIGH. 
EST INDEPENDENT REWARD OF PAIN IN 
SEPARATION FROM THE LORD BECAUSE ME 16 
TOTALLY ABSORBED INTO THEIR HEART, THIS 16 
SEPARATION AS ‘DHARMI’ 
IN THE 11TH CANTO OF THE SKiMAD 
BHAGAVATAM THE LORD SAYS TO UDDHAVA— 
‘THE GOPIS INTELLIGENCE IS COMPLETELY 
BOUND INTO ME BECAUSE OF THEIR LOVE FOR 
ME; THEY FORGET THEIR BODIES, THIS WORLD 
AND THE NEXT. A SAGE DEEP IN MEDITATION 
DOES NOT RECALL HIS OWN NAME AND FORM 
JUST LIKE A RIVER DOES NOT RETAIN A SEPA- 
RATE NAME WHEN IT MERGES IN THE OCEAN. IN 
THIS WAY THE GOPIS KNOW NOTHING EXCEPT 
MYSELF, THEY BECOME ABSORBED INTO ME 
THROUGH THE EXPERIENCE OF SEPARATION 
FROM ME. THIS IS THE ESSENCE OF SEPARATION 
IN ITS ‘DHARMI’ FORM-DIRECTLY LINKED INTO 
ME AND HENCE THEY RETAIN NO MOTIVE FOR 
ME TO ACTUALLY APPEAR. [3 

Verse 4 
IN THE STATE OF SEPARATION AS ‘DHARAM™ 
AWARENESS OF THE EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENT 
STILL REMAINS BUT IN THE STATE OF SEPARATION 
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AS ‘DHARMI’ NO OTHER KNOWLEDGE Co. 
EXISTS; THE MIND IS FULLY OCCUPIED BY THE 
LORD ALONE. THESE 2 STATES OF SEPARATION 
ARE ONLY POSSIBLE WHEN ONES LOVE FOR THE 
LORD IS COMPLETE, AND NOT OTHERWISE, [4] 


Verses 5/6 


SO, IN ESSENCE,BOTH OF THESE STATES OF SEPA- 
RATION, ‘DHARAM’ AND ‘DHARMI' HAVE NO 
TRACE OF UNION IN THEM. THERE IS NO AWARE- 
NESS OF ANY OTHER EXTERNAL REALITY, BE- 
CAUSE ONES EVERY ACTION IS ABSORBED INTO. 
SRI KRISHNA AND THUS, IN SUCH A STATE OF 
SEPARATION ONES EVERY ACTION IS DIRECTLY 
CONNECTED TO HIM, THUS THE BLISS EXPERI- 
ENCED AND THE ACTIONS PROMPTED BY THE 
STATE OF UNION ARE ALSO FELT IN THIS CONDI- 
TION OF SEPARATIONI5] 


WITHIN THIS,IF THERE IS ANY REMAINING 
EXTERNAL AWARENESS AT ALLONLY EXTENDS TO 
ONES EXPERIENCE OF SUCH SEPARATION AND 
NOT TO ABSORPTION INTO THE LORD, WHEN 
THESE 2 KINDS OF SEPARATION EXIST IT IS 
CALLED INDEPENDENT DEVOTIONI6] 


Verses 7/8 
IN THIS STATE OF SEPARATION THE LOVE-FILLED 
LORD IS CAPTURED IN ONES HEART WHICH 
BECOMES COMPLETELY FULFILLED. THE QUALI- 
TIES OF THE LORD WHICH ONE PRAISES IN THE 
STATE OF “DHARAM’ SEPARATION ENTER THAT 
HEART(7] 
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SRI KRISHNA DIRECTLY MANIFESTS IN THIS 
FORM OF THE DHARMI’ STATE OF SEPARATION 
WHERE THE DEVOTEE IS TOTALLY ABSORBED 
INTO HIS AWARENESS, IN THE SAME WAY As HE 
ENTERS HIS DEITY FORM. (8) 


Note on Verse 


IN THE ‘DHARAM’ STATE OF SEPARATION THE 
HEART BECOMES POSSESSED BY THE LORDS 
QUALITIES AND WHEN THUS EXPERIENCING 
THOSE QUALITIES ONE SUBSEQUENTLY EXPERI. 
ENCES THE LONGING FOR HIM IN SEPARATION. 
THE LORD HIMSELF ENTERS HIS DEITY FORM 
AND IN THE SAME WAY HE ENTERS THE “DHARMI’ 
STATE OF SEPARATION JUST AS THE GOPIS, THRU 
SUCH SEPARATION, ATTAINED’SARVAATMA 
BHAAVA’ OR SEEING AND FEELING THE LORD 
EVERYWHERE AND IN EVERYONE AND EVERY- 
THING. 


Verses 9/10 

I HAVE NOW DESCRIBED THE DIFFERENCE BE- 
TWEEN THE 2 STATES OF SEPARATION ‘DHARAM’™ 
AND ‘DHARMI’. THERE ARE ALSO 2 DIFFERENT 
DIVINE SENTIMENTS WITHIN THAT DIFFERENCE. 
FIRST OF ALL SPONTANEOUS LOVING EMOTION 
WHICH IS KNOWN AS THE FEMININE MOOD, 
AND THE SUBSEQUENT TOTAL ABSORPTION 
INTO THE LORDS LOVING MOOD WHICH IS 
QUITE EXCEPTIONAL(9] 


KNOW SRI VALLABHACARYAJIS FORM TO BE 
COMPRISED OF BOTH THESE ASPECTS[10] 
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Verse 11 
THE PREVIOUS TWO VERSES HAVE DESCRIBED 
THE LOVING MOOD OF SRISVAMINIJI AND ALSO 
THE LORDS OWN LOVING MOOD. SRI 
ACHARYAJIS FORM COMPRISES BOTH OF THESE 
MOODS, |. E BOTH THE ‘DHARAM’ AND THE 
‘DHARMI' STATES OF SEPARATION, IN THIS HE IS 
TOTALLY UNIQUE AND THUS HAS BEEN DE« 
SCRIBED BY SRI GUSAINJI IN HIS VERSE 
"SAUNDARYAM NIJA HRDAGATAM” WHICH IS 
PART OF THE PRESENT DAY MANGALACARAN 
PRAYERS. [11] 
Verses 12/13 

IN THE ‘SARVOTTAM’ PRAYERS SRI 
VALLABHACHARYAJI IS DESCRIBED AS 
“SARVALAKSHANASAMPANNA’, OR REPLETE 
WITH ALL GOOD QUALITIES, AND ‘RASASTRI- 
BHAAVAPURITAVIGRAHA’, OR REPLETE WITH THE 
LOVING DEVOTION TO THE LORD EXPRESSED BY 
THE GOPIS WHO JOINED HIM IN THE RASA 
DANCE. SO, HIS FORM IS BOTH THESE LOVING 
MOODS PERSONIFIED. [12] 


IN THE EIGHT VERSES DESCRIBING SRI ACARYAJI 
ALSO BY SRI GUSAINJI IT IS WRITTEN"POETS 
DESCRIBE SRI VALLABHACHARYAJI AS BEING 
FIRE PERSONIFIED TO REMOVE THE DARKNESS 
OF IGNORANCE FROM THE 3 WORLDS, BUT, IN 
FACT, HE IS ACTUALLY SRI KRISHNA HIMSELT” 
KNOWING THIS ABOUT SRI VALLABHAS TRUE 
FORM YOU SHOULD ALWAYS TAKE HIS SHELTER 
AND SURRENDER TO HIM. [12/13V 


Bhaava svarupa nirupinam concluded 


GLOSSARY 


THERE ARB SOME KEY WORDS USED 
THROUGHOUT THE TEXT THAT ARE VERY 
COMMON IN ‘PUSTI MARGIYA’ PARLANCE, MOST 
OF THEM HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED AND 
INTEGRATED INTO THE TEXT BUT A FEW ARE 
MENTIONED HERE FOR CLARIFICATION. 


ASAKTI attachment, identififying with 
ADHIKARA degree of eligibility 
ANANDARUPA Bliss Form 
ANUBHAVA experience [encounter] 
ANYASRAYA taking shelter in another 
{Form or Path} 
ASHTAKSHARA MANTRA the 8 syllable prayer 
“SriKrishna sharanam mama” 
ASHTAYAMSEVA the B daily periods of service 
BAHIRMUKHATA, “face turned away from’ the 


Lord, It has four main matters;- 
a: taking spiritual refuge in 

~ anyone other than Sri Krishna 
or Sri Acharyaji. b: using 
anything that has not first been 
offered to the Lord. c keeping, 
bad association. d: gossiping or 
speaking untruth, 


